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Waters — Prepantions  for  vojege  to  ABcenaion — Doctor  Vogel  and 
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Tuesday,  S^tember  21 . — H.M.  steam-Tcsael '  Wilber- 
force'  sailed  from  the  conflueoce  of  the  Ohadda  and 
the  Niger  in  a  state  almost  as  deplorable  as  that  of 
the  little  'Soudan.'  Nearly  all  our  crew  were  sick, 
more  having  been  daily  added  to  the  list  since  the  1 9th. 
Some  cases  tdso  from  the  'Albert'  vere  sent  for  a 
passage  to  the  better  air  of  the  coast,  inclading  tvo 
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officers,  Mr.  Harvey  master,  and  Mr.  Ooleman  assUt- 
ant-surgeoQ.  Our  deck  vas  completely  covered  fore 
and  aft  oa  the  port  aide  and  a-midships  with  ham- 
mocks wid  beds.  The  starboard  side  was  kept  toler- 
ably dear  for  working  the  vessel,  though  a  few  were 
even  there.  They  were  protected  as  much  as  possible 
by  means  of  awnings  and  curtains,  yet  when  tor- 
nadoes came  on,  the  rain  could  not  always  be  excluded. 
No  serious  inconvenience  hoverer  accrued,  and  it  was 
far  better  they  should  he  in  the  fresh  open  air  than  in 
the  confined  space  allotted  for  the  men,  even  if  there 
had  been  room  enougK  Some  officers  were  in  the 
captain's  cabin  and  gun-room. 

Commander  W.  Allen  was  very  unwell  in  the  morn- 
ing, having  been  much  exhausted  by  the  late  animated 
discussions;  so  that  when  Captain  Trotter,  accompanied 
by  Commander  B.  Allen,  came  on  board  to  say  farewell, 
and  deliver  his  instructions,  he  found  it  necessary  to 
leave  them  with  Lieutenant  Strange,  to  be  given  to 
William  Allen  when  he  should  be  better.  The  latter 
was  much  grieved  at  this  separation  from  his  esteemed 
friends  and  colleagues,  with  whom,  until  the  recent 
occasion,  there  had  been  no  difference  of  opinion. 
It  waa  doubly  painful  to  him  thus  to  separate;  for 
while  admiring  the  generous  zeal  with  which  they 
determined  on  prosecuting  the  enterprise,  he  deeply 
regretted  being  precluded  from  the  possibility  of  ac- 
companying them ;  and  he  could  not  stifle  the  fear  and 
presentiment  of  its  fatal  result,  which  were  too  surely 
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Terified.  It  vas  the  last  time  he  saw  poor  Bird 
AUen. 

Ae  there  vere  so  manj  casea  of  fever  nour  in  the 
'  Wilberfbrce,'  and  only  one  medical  man,  Dr.Pritchett — 
AaaiBtant-Snrgeona  Thomeon  and  Stirling  having  been 
lent  to  '  Sondan' — Captain  Trotter,  on  application,  sent 
AssistaDtrSai^eon  Woodhonse. 

An  exchange  was  made  with  the  clergymen; — the 
Rer.  Mr.  Miiller  coming  on  board  '  Wilberfbrce,*  and 
Mr.  Schon  joining  the  'Albert,'  for  the  purpose  of 
extending — as  far  as  that  veBsol  might  go — ^his  obser- 
vations on  the  disposition  of  the  chiefs  to  receive  mis- 
sionaries, -which  vaa  indeed  the  peculiar  object  of 
that  reverend  gentleman  in  accompanying  the  ex- 
pedition. 

Lieutenant  Strange  took  charge  of  the  navigation 
of  the  '  Wilberfbrce,'  which  he  conducted  with  ^at 
skitl,  and  ve  rapidly  descended  as  far  as  the  new  town 
of  Adda  Euddu,  where  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  to 
procure  some  firewood,  as  the  '  Albert'  having  a  longer 
voyage  could  spare  us  but  a  small  quantity  of  coals,  of 
which  she  had  not  much  more  than  ourselves.  For- 
tunately we  were  not  long  delayed  here :  about  twelve 
hours'  fuel  were  purchased,  thanks  to  the  good  will  of 
our  excellent  old  friend  the  Anaj^.  He  had  long  been 
expecting  a  promised  present,  which  our  multifarious 
and  painful  occupations  had  deferred.  A  handsome 
tc^  and  some  other  useful  articles  were  now  sent  to  him. 

At  2  P.M.  we  weired  anchor.  Current  and  stream 
B  2 
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carried  ua  Tith  such  rapiditj,  that  it  required  tlie 
utmost  vigilaDce  to  avoid  the  Dumerous  rocks  vith 
which  the  bed  of  the  river  is  studded  for  twenty-five 
miles  below  the  Confiuence.  At  this  full  seaaon  they 
were  all  under  water,  making  them  more  dangerous. 
Our  irequent  narrow  escapes  kept  up  a  painM  excite- 
ment among  the  invalids.  Opposite  to  Barr^a  or 
Beaufort  Island  we  had  a  fine  view  of  a  section  of  the 
stratification : — at  one  place  the  sandstone  dips  30"  to 
the  north,  and  half  a  mile  to  the  northward  the  beds 
were  horizontal 

22nd. — Weighed  early,  and  ran  quickly  past  Iddah 
and  Addah-mugu,  without  communicating  with  the 
chiefs.  On  passing  the  Oni^  or  Elggarah  market,  we 
found  an  immense  number  of  canoes  huddled  to- 
gether among  the  bushes.  As  there  was  no  dry  spot 
on  the  island,  the  transactions  were  of  necessity 
carried  on  afloat ;  and  judging  from  the  noise  and 
commotion — to  which  in  all  probability  our  presence 
contributed  some  of  the  excitement, — there  must  have 
been  plenty  of  business  on  'Change. 

The  locality  at  which  we  found  the  merchants 
assembled,  was  not  the  same  as  that  pointed  out  to  us 
in  going  up,  as  the  Oni^  market-place ;  indeed,  the  site 
must  be  frequently  changed,  as  in  the  'Alburkah'  in 
1832  we  passed  a  large  market  on  the  right  bank  near 
the  Eduh  river,  which  was  then  called  Oni^  or  Ori^. 
It  is  probably  an  appellation  of  the  Ibn  people,  as  there 
is  a  town  of  the  same  name  at  the  lower  confines  of 
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KiDg  Obi's  donuDioas.  Another  reasoD  for  thinkiog 
80  is,  that  the  same  market  is  bj  the  Ibua  called 
Eggarah,  which  is  the  name  of  the  natioQ  next  above, 
who  Sequent  it.     Sereral  canoes  made  the  attempt 


to  come  alongside,  but  time  was  so  precious  that  we 
would  aot  wait,  8o  left  them  holding  up  goats,  &c., 
and  vociferating  in  great  disappoiutment. 

9  A.M.  Th.  81°  wet  bulb,  Mason's  Hjgr.  77° 

3  P.M.    „  87'        „  „  „       78* 

9  P.M.    »  80°         „  „  „       76' 

23r<i — Weired  at  daylight,  on  passing  the  branch 

of  the  river  which  is  said  to  go  to  BoDny,  we  were 

much  struck  with  its  reduction  in  magnitude,  from 

what  it  appeared  in  1838  ;  and  if  we  had  not  been 

certain  of  the  locality,  we  could  not  have  believed  it 
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to  be  the  fiame.  Eren  in  its  present  overflowed  state 
it  camea  off  but  an  inconsiderable  quantity  of  vster, 
and  cannot  be  ranked  among  the  principal  outlets  of 
the  mighty  Niger.     It  appears  to  be  filling  up. 

Soon  after  breakfast  ve  anchored  off  the  creek 
leading  to  Aboh;  a  messenger  was  immediately  sent 
to  apprize  Obi  of  our  arriral,  and  to  request  that 
he  would  send  off  all  his  canoes  with  wood,  as  we 
were  obliged  to  return  without  delay  to  the  "salt  water." 
The  king  replied  he  was  sorry  he  had  no  means  of 
assisting  us,  as  all  his  men  were  gone  to  the  market ; 
besides  which,  he  said  the  flood  was  so  high,  that  it 
had  laid  his  town  under  water. 

Disappointment  made  us  look  with  suspicion  and 
dissatisfiiction  on  his  answers,  which  were  strength- 
ened by  his  not  coming  to  see  us  according  to  custom. 
This  neglect,  after  all  the  benefits  we  had  conferred  on 
him  and  the  warm  professions  he  had  made,  showed 
at  all  erents  that  it  was  useless  putting  our  trust  in 
such  a  prince  as  ObL 

Nevertheless,  we  had  ocular  demonstration  of  the 
overflowed  state  of  the  banks,  the  water  being  much 
higher  than  when  we  were  here  before;  and  as  we 
knew  so  many  of  his  canoes  were  at  the  Ouifkh 
market,  we  periiaps  judged  him  too  hardly. 

We  learned  from  our  visitors,  that  the  'Soudan'  had 
passed  three  days  previously  without  stopping,  except 
to  land  Simon  Jonas.  This  is  the  individual  whom 
Obi  had  requested  might  be  left  with  him  to  teach  bis 
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people.  It  was  at  first  decided  that  he  should  then 
remain,  but  Mr.  Huller  the  chaplain,  and  Mr.  Schon 
the  church  misaionary,  thought  his  asefalness  Toiild  be 
much  increased  hj  a  litUe  longer  stay  with  them, 
Then  his  faith  might  be  confirmed  and  hia  under- 
standing enlarged  by  their  instntctioo.  The  king  vas 
therefore  told  at  the  time,  that  his  TiBhes  should  be 
gratified  on  our  return.  When  howorer,  the  neces- 
sity of  sending  the  '  Soudan'  away,  proved  that  ve 
should  not  be  able  to  remain  much  longer  in  the 
river,  Simon  vaa  sent  to  do  vhat  good  he  might,  in 
the  short  time  he  vould  bare  to  stay. 

Immediately  on  our  arrival,  he  came  on  board  to 
pay  his  reacts,  and  said  that  the  king  had  been 
very  kind  to  him.  It  did  not  appear,  that  he 
had  made  any  beginning  in  his  pastoral  duties;  for 
the  king,  anxiona  to  derive  as  much  advantage  as  pos- 
sible from  bis  civilized  countryman,  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  dignity  of  chief  tulor,  thus  shoving  a 
determination  to  begin  by  reforming  his  ontward  man. 
Simon  hovever  said  that  the  people  vere  desirons  of 
being  instructed.  He  was  tolerably  well  lodged  by 
tiie  kin^  but  complained  that  his  alloirance  of  pn>- 
vifflons  was  small  and  precarious.  In  order,  there- 
fore, that  he  might  not  be  altogether  dependent  on  the 
despof  s  bounty,  ve  supplied  him  amply  with  articles 
for  barter,  to  procure  for  himself  the  necessaries  of 
life,  as  well  as  to  gain  popularity  by  making  occasional 
presents.     This  we  were  enabled  to  do,  by  the  libe- 


^d  by  Google 


8  NATIVE   SYMPATHY. 

ralitj  of  our  fair  coantryTomen ;  and  as  ve  thought 
this  a  good  opportuoity  for  CMiying  out  their 
charitable  intentiona, — which  our  hasty  departure  had 
hitherto  prerentedour  complying  with, — a  considerable 
number  of  female  dresses  were  left  with  him,  and  he 
was  strictly  charged  whenever  he  gave  them  awaj,  that 
he  should  confine  his  bounty  to  those  for  whom  they 
were  intended,  namely,  the  scantily-clad  females  of  his 
acquaintance ;  this  injunction  was  the  more  necrasary, 
as  s  gift  of  one  of  these  dresses  had  been  oddly 
perrerted. 

On  our  way  up  the  riTer,  we  preseated  Ulasa,  our 
friend  of  Onl^  with  a  pink  gauze  frock,  which  we 
had  admired  on  the  graceful  form  of  a  fair  young 
friend,  and  although  he  was  told  to  bear  it  to  his 
"  mistress  dear,"  he  lost  no  time  in  forcing  his  own 
black  carcase  into  the  delicate  garment,  and  was 
delighted  with  the  improvement  in  his  appearance, 
explaining  that  he  thought  it  became  him  singularly 
well,  and  he  hoped  we  should  speedily  return  with 
fresh  supplies  of  such  "  gauds." 

The  messenger  who  was  sent  by  Obi  seemed  much 
concerned  at  finding  the  deck  coTered  with  sick  officers 
and  men ;  though  he  knew  it  would  be  so,  as  it  is  a 
bad  country  above;  but  it  was  at  this  time  tmhealthy 
even  at  Ab6h. 

A  request  was  forwarded  through  Simon  Jonas  to  the 
king,  enjoining  him  to  have  plenty  of  wood  ready  for 
the  '  Albert,'  as  that  vessel  might  be  expected  in  a  few 
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days.  Thon^  Obi  gave  no  asaistaace,  we  procured  a 
eniall  qoantity  of  fiiet  from  some  private  individuals; 
yet  as  no  canoes  came  after  five  o'clock,  ve  vere  obliged 
to  be  content,  espedallj  as  our  Kromen  who  had  been 
sent  on  shore  to  cat  wood,  had  not  found  a  convenient 
place.  We  therefore  weighed,  in  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  gain  a  good  many  miles  before  sunset;  but 
the  navigation  was  so  intricate,  that  we  could  not 
make  more  than  ten  miles  before  darkness  obliged  us 
to  anchor. 

From  appearances  one  mi^t  have  thouj^t  that 
several  of  our  invalids  were  improving.  The  fever 
bad  now  assumed  auch  variety  of  character,  that  it  was 
frequently  very  deceptive,  and  Dr.  Pritchett  declared 
some  to  be  in  considerable  danger  who  did  not  appear 
to  be  in  the  least  consciouB  of  it,  but  insisted  they 
were  nearly  well,  and  complained  of  the  restraint  put 
Qpon  their  restlessness,  which  they  mistook  for  return* 
ing  sfarength.  Mr.  Wakeham  the  purser,  seemed  to  be 
past  recovery. 

9  A.M.  Th.  8V  wet  bulb,  Mason's  Hygr.  77" 

3  P.M.    „   87'        „  „  „      79* 

9  P.M.    „   79°        „  „  „      76* 

2ith. — Sailed  at  daylight,  but  the  wood  was  found 

to  be  so  bad  and  green,  that  we  could  only  go  on 

slowly.     We  attempted  to  cut  some  at  Stirling  Island, 

where  the  land  was  also  submerged,  and  the  Krumen 

could  find  no  footing.     At  the  village  of  Helleboliih  we 

rejoiced  to  see  some  large  stacks  of  convenient  sized 
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billeta  Ijing  on  the  bank,  as  if  purposely  prepared  for 
Ds.  Mr.  Qreen  vas  sent  to  purchase,  and  induce  the 
natives  to  cut  more.  On  landing,  they  met  him  vith 
moskets  in  their  hands  and  shoved  at  first  strong  dis- 
positioD  to  be  hostile.  We  watched  their  proceedings 
from  on  board,  and  were  particularly  aJanned  at  seeing 
a  man  behind  a  bush  cock  his  gun,  and  expected  that 
his  next  morement  would  have  deprived  us  of  an 
officer  or  of  a  man,  and  be  the  signal  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  these  misguided  people,  as  our  few  marines 
were  ready  with  their  rifles;  but  they  fortunately 
seemed  to  be  content  with  watching  Mr.  Green, 
who  made  no  progress  in  treating  for  the  wood.  At 
first  they  said  we  might  hare  it  all  if  we  would  go 
away  immediately,  for  the  ship  "was  no  good."  After- 
wards they  sold  a  small  quantity,  but  at  a  dear  rate, 
and  they  were  so  long  haggling  about  it,  that  we  could 
wait  no  longer,  and  regretted  the  dash  which  had  been 
thrown  away  on  these  savages  ;  for  they  appeared  to 
deserve  that  appellation  more  than  any  of  the  natives 
we  had  come  in  contact  with.  For  some  time  they 
'  could  not  or  would  not  understand  an  Ihu  interpreter, 
although  from  the  vicinity  of  that  country — not  being 
more  distant  than  forty  miles — we  might  conclude 
there  would  be  frequent  intercourse.  Still  the  intes- 
tine divisions  are  so  great  that  the  natives  of  these 
little  villages  do  not  go  much  beyond  their  boundaries, 
and  all  the  trade  with  Ibu  is  monopolised  by  King 
Boy,  as  the  Ibus  never  pass  their  frontiers.    The  Delta 
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is  said,  indeed,  to  have  maaj  dialects,  hardly  intelli- 
gible at  a  little  distance  from  each  other. 

The  river  had  risen  so  high  that  the  people  vere 
Talking  among  the  bats  mid-leg  in  the  water;  and 
marls  on  the  mod  -walls  proved  it  to  have  been  even 
two  feet  higher  this  season. 

At  the  next  village  vre  were  again  tantalized  by  the 
appearance  of  abundance  of  wood  ready  cat,  in  very 
large  stacks.  The  natives  having  expressed  their  wil- 
lingness to  sell  it,  if  we  woald  go  on  shore  and  arrange 
about  the  price, — Mr.  Strange,  the  First  Lieatenant, 
made  the  attempt,  but  he  could  do  nothing  with  them. 
We  therefore  left  this  inhospitable  place ;  having 
wasted  much  valuable  time,  steam,  and  patience  ;  and 
above  all, — that  which  may  be  of  most  importance 
to  these  poor  short-sighted  people — such  instances 
cannot  but  have  the  efiect  of  diminishing  the  interest, 
which  all  have  taken  in  their  behalf:  if  ever  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Delta  shall  become  so  far  civilized 
as  to  appreciate  the  motives  of  philanthropy  which 
prompted  such  exertions,  they  will  look  with  shame 
on  the  records  of  their  refusal  to  assist  those  who  were 
suffering  so  much  to  benefit  them. 

We  were  obliged  to  anchor  for  the  night,  soon  after 
leaving  this  place,  having  made  but  a  limited  distance 
during  the  day. 

9  A.M.  Th.  81"  wet  bulb.  Mason's  Hygr.  76* 
9  P.M.    „    77*         „  „  „       75^ 

25^. — We  proceeded  at  daylight.     Unfortunately 
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vheu  ve  vere  only  about  twenty  miles  from  the  sea 
our  fuel  ran  short.  The  stokers  having  participated 
in  the  general  anxiety  to  leave  the  river,  had  taken 
every  opportunity  of  burning  coal,  -when  wood  was 
ordered  to  be  used.  The  consequence  was,  that  the 
engineer  was  deceived  as  to  the  quantity,  and  sur- 
prised to  find  it  all  consumed  when  be  believed  there 
was  sufficient  to  carry  us  to  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
— if  not  over  the  bar.  Our  Erumen  cut  about  four 
hours'  supply  with  great  difficulty,  as  the  water  covered 
the  banks.  At  the  mai^n  of  the  river  the  men  were 
atfmding  in  a  swamp  up  to  mid-leg;  but  further  in 
they  had  to  work  with  the  water  up  to  their  hips. 
In  other  places  we  have  observed  that  the  land 
is  lower  at  a  little  distance  from  the  river ; 
which  had  led  to  the  supposition  that  artificial  em- 
bankments had  been  raised;  but  though  this  may  be 
the  case  where  there  are  villages,  it  could  not  be  so  in 
this  swampy  and  uninhabitable  region,  where  solitude 
is  so  perfect  that  not  a  vestige  of  the  operations  of 
human  industry  was  visible;  we  were  therefore  sur- 
prised at  seeing  a  man  paddling  in  a  small  canoe. 
He  came  on  board,  spoke  very  good  English,  and  said 
he  belonged  to  Akassa,  at  the  month  of  the  river. 

We  proceeded  through  these  narrow  and  winding 
reaches  with  feelings  very  diflFerent  to  those  we  expe- 
rienced in  ascending  the  river.  Then  the  elasticity  of 
health  and  hope  gave  to  the  scenery  a  colouring  of 
exceeding  lovehnese.    The  very  silence  and  solitude 
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had  a  sootbing  influence  which  invited  to  meditation 
and  pleasing  anticipations  for  the  future.  Not  it  vaa 
the  stilhiess  of  death, — broken  onlj  bj  the  strokes  and 
echoes  of  our  paddle-vheels  and  the  melancholy  song  of 
tiie  leadsmen,  vhich  seemed  the  knell  and  dirge  of  our 
djing  comrades.  The  palm-trees,  erst  so  graceful  in  their 
drooping  leaves,  were  now  gigantic  beiuBe-like  plumes. 

We  were  home  mournfollj  along,  but  without 
accident,  till  a  strong  current  swept  the  Teasel  into 
a  deep  bending  of  the  river,  where  the  bank  was 
overhung  with  what  appeared  to  be  the  delicate 
foliage  of  shrubs,  but  which  proved  to  be  parasitical 
plants  concealing  the  stump  of  a  hard-hearted  African 
oak,  against  which  we  were  carried  with  such  violence, 
that  in  an  instant  it  tore  awaj  our  beautiful  galley, 
witli  the  davits,  tackles,  and  all  the  gear.  The 
destruction  was  so  complete  that  we  might  have 
thought  the  shattered  remains  of  the  boat  not  worth 
the  time  and  waste  of  steam  required  for  their  re- 
covery, especially  as  we  had  already  been  taken  a 
ccaudderable  distance  below  the  scene  of  the  disaster; 
when  an  nnearthly  yell  was  heard  from  the  bush,  and 
our  people  shouted  out  "The  boyl  the  hoyt"  A 
black  lad,  in  fact,  had  been  heaving  the  lead  from 
this  boat,  in  which  he  now  made  a  novel  voyage. 
We  had  therefore  to  return  and  rescue  him  from  his 
awkward  situation.  He  was  found  perched  in  the 
bush,  and  fortunately  unhurt. 

In  order  that  Captain  Trotter  might  hot  be  alumed 
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at  seeing  the  wreck  of  tiie  boat  on  the  bank,  when  he 
should  come  down  the  river,  a  hawser  was  made  fast, 
and  tiiough  perfectlj  useless,  we  dragged  her  off  by 
main  force. 

This  unfortunate  accident  caused  great  loss  of  time 
and  expenditure  of  steam;  so  that  when  we  had 
arriyed  at  the  lowest  reach  of  the  river — ^having  con- 
tinuous banks — it  was  already  half  ebb-tide,  and  as 
the  channel  was  shallow  and  intricate,  there  was  great 
danger  of  our  being  detained  all  night  in  this,  the 
Tery  worst  part  of  the  river,  which  would  doubtless 
hare  cost  the  lives  of  many.  Already  had  the 
retreating  tide  left  the  arching  roots  of  the  mangrove — 
rkyzophora  —dripping  with  the  slimy  fetid  remains  of 
animal  and  vegetable  matter,  rife  with  threatening 
fevers.  This  was  opposite  to  Louis  Creek*,  and  is 
perhaps  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  river,  where, 
ceasing  to  be  confined  by  firm  banks,  the  water  is 
difinsed  unong  the  mangroves,  and  leaves  in  conse- 
quence, but  little  to  scour  a  channel  in  the  natural 
course  of  the  stream,  which  though  broad  is  much 
obstructed  by  shallows.  No  person  knew  the  right 
channel  but  Commander  W.  Allen,  who  had  already 
passed  through  it  three  times,  besides  having  pre- 
viously examined  it  in  a  boat.  He  was  now  fortu- 
nately well  enough  to  pilot  the  vessel  by  stationing 
himself  on  the  bowsprit,  with  a  leadsman  on  each  bow, 

■  Vol.  I.,  p.  177. 
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irho  for  some  time  caHed  out  the  soundings  as  fast  as 
poa^ble.  The  danger  may  be  imagined,  vben  ve 
saj  that  the  vessel  drev  five  feet  three  inches,  and 
the  depth  for  some  distance  vturied  from  five  feet  six 
inches  to  six  feet.  On  entering  Louis  Greek  the 
vater  gradually  deepened,  till  ve  emerged  from  it  in 
deep  vater,  and  in  eight  of  the  sea;  on  which  the 
few  men  remainiog  on  deck  gare  three  cheers.  But 
the  joy  vhich  seemed  to  brighten  all  countenances  at 
the  near  prospect  of  leaving  this  fetal  river,  could  not 
fail  speedily  to  give  vay  to  gloomy  reSections,  on  the 
contrast  which  our  present  forlorn  condition  formed, 
with  our  brilhaut  anticipations  on  entering  the  Niger 
but  little  more  than  a  month  ago. 

We  anchored  at  sunset  with  the  last  ga^  of  steam 
near  our  former  berth,  just  within  Cape  Nun,  so  that 
we  could  have  the  benefit  of  the  sea-breezes. 

The  greater  part  of  our  sick  were  apparently  re- 
covering, but  there  was  one  whose  hopes  and  con- 
fidence had  been  of  the  highest,  who  was  now  fast 
drawing  to  the  termination  of  his  earthly  voyages. 
To  poor  Ur.  Cyrus  Wakeham,  purser,  the  freshness  of 
the  sea-breeze  could  bring  no  relief.  He  was  past 
consciousness. 

The  only  occupant  of  this  dreary  estuary  of  the 
Niger  was  a  small  English  schooner,  the  'Selina,* 
trading  in  palm-oiL  We  looked  in  vain  in  the  offing 
for  one  of  the  cruizers  of  the  squadron,  which  we 
expected  to  find  where  the  '  Buzzard'  had  been  so 
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many  months,  thou^  if  one  had  been  Ijing  there  she 
coald  not  hare  reDdered  us  aoj  assiatasce,  as  aU  ve 
required  vaa  fuel,  which  our  Kroomen  could  cut 
9  A.M.  TL  77'  wet  bulb,  Mason's  Hygr.  75° 
3  P.M.    „    83°        „  ,.  75' 

9  P.M.    „    77»        „  „  75° 

Sunday^  September  26fA. — Heavj  rain  in  the  morn- 
ing, — a  melaDcholj  sabbath.  Diviiie  serrice  was  per^ 
formed  in  the  captain's  cabin  to  a  Tery  small  corigre- 
gatioD ;  of  the  whole  ship's  companj,  only  foarteeu 
were  well  enough  to  attend.  Mr.  Oyms  Wakeham 
died  last  ni^t.  He  was  trom  the  first  the  most  hope- 
less of  all  our  cases,  thou^  he  would  hardly  beliere 
himself  to  be  in  danger.  He  had  great  faith  in  the 
system  of  total  abstinence  from  all  fermented  liquors, 
which  he  pursued,  and  wished  all  to  follow  his  example. 
However,  his  case  prored  that  such  means  were  not 
sufBcient  for  averting  the  fatal  effects  of  the  fever. 
Indeed  we  had  a  case  of  one  confirmed  drunkard 
escaping  entirely.  The  middle  course,  of  moderation 
in  all  things,  appears  to  be  the  safest.  Poor  Wake- 
ham  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  allow  his  bed  to  be 
placed  on  deck,  where  he  could  have  had  the  benefit 
of  fresh  air  ;  for  notwithstanding  he  had  a  little  port 
in  his  cabin,  tiie  position  of  his  bed-place  prevented 
him  from  deriving  any  advantage  from  it. 

The  Krumen  were  employed  all  day  catting  wood 
on  shore,  to  enable  ns  to  leave  the  river  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible. 
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9  A.M.  Th.  79*  wet  bulb,  Mason'a  Hygr.  76* 
3  P.M.   „    77*        „  „  74' 

9  P.M.    „    77*        „  „  74-5 

2^th. — It  rained  the  greater  part  of  the  daj,  and 
BOmetimea  in  torrents.  As  therefore,  it  would  have 
been  an  unnecessary  exposnre  for  the  clergyman  and 
tiie  officers  to  hare  attended  the  last  sad  duties  to  their 
late  messmate,  the  funeral  service  was  read  on  board ; 
after  which  the  corpse  was  sent  on  shore  at  Cape  Nun, 
to  be  laid  in  the  earth  at  a  point  indicated.  A  board 
with  a  painted  inscription,  showing  his  name,  age,  and 
the  date  of  his  death,  marked  the  spot. 

The  master  of  the  little  schooner,  the  'Selina,' 
kindly  sent  his  Knunen  to  assist  oars  in  cutting  wood. 
They  all  wished  to  be  taken  on  board  the  '  Wilber- 
force,'  making  serious  complaints  and  charges  against 
him  for  ill-treatment  and  cruelty,  which  they  alleged 
had  already  caused  the  death  of  three  white  men. 
After  such  an  inquiry,  howeTer,  as  could  be  made 
mider  the  circnmstances,  it  was  found  that  sereral  of 
the  white  men  of  the  vessel  had  died  of  fever,  of 
which  the  master  was  also  lying  dangerously  ill. 
Assistant-Sui^eon  Woodhouse  was  sent  to  render 
him  medical  assistance ;  but  it  appeared,  that  if  guilty 
of  such  cruelties,  he  would  shortly  be  summoned  be- 
fore a  higher  tribunal*.     They  reported  having  seen 

*  This  *mm1  afierwHils  cauie  into  Clannce  Cotu,  Fernkndo  Po, 
the  men  beii^  in  &  stftte  trf  rantin;  from  mlleg«d  <fru«lfy  on  the  put 
VOL.    II.  0 
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a  schooner  in  one  of  the  creeks  vhich  waa  supposed 
to  be  a  slarer. 

9  A.M.  Th.  79*  wet  btdb,  Mason's  Hygr.  76' 

3  P.M.    „    80'        „  „  „      75' 

9  P.M.    „    77*        „  „  „     75' 

2Bth. — 9  A.M.  Th.  81'  Tret  bulb,  Mason's  Hygr.  76' 

3  P.M.    „    77'        „  „  „     76' 

9  P.M.    „    79*        „  „  „     76* 

Wednesday,  2dM  Sapt — This  vas  the  foarth  day 

TO  had  been  detained  by  the  necessity  for  catting 

a  sufficient  supply  of  fiiel  to  take  us  on  onr  little  sea- 

Toyage  to  Fernando  Po,  vhich  appeared  to  go  on  but 

alovly,   as  there  was  no  officer  to  look   after  the 

Enimen.     The  impatience  to  get  airay,  periiaps,  pre- 

Tented  our  making  allowance  for  the  great  difficulty 

ander  which  they  had  to  labour,  cutting  down  trees 

in  a  swamp  in  some  places  up  to  their  knees  in 

water,  and  even  to  their  middle,  and  with  torrents  of 

run  pouring  on  them  the  whole  day,  yet  these  poor 

fallows  laboured  cheerfdlly ;  in  order  to  redeem  their 

character,    after    having  been  taxed  with  idleness, 

tJiey  worked  much   beyond   the   time  fiied  for  oar 

departure;   this  added  to  the  delay  in  sending  the 

medical  man  for  a  last  Tisit  to  the  sick  in  the  schooner. 


of  tho  rapercargo.  An  inquiry  vu  mftde  into  the  drcnmBtance^  but 
nothing  waa  elicited  to  snthorize  CsptAin  Trotter  t«  interfere.  All 
tlie  white  crew  refowd  to  terve  any  longer,  and  ehe  took  her  depar- 
ture, tmoting  to  the  Kmmen ;  bnt  we  aflanrards  heard  ahe  had  been 
pieked  up  at  lea  abandcmed,  nnder  whftt  olroomitaaoai  ve  know  not. 
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made  it  so  late,  Then  we  weighed  to  leave  the  Niger, 
that  high  water — the  best  time  for  crossiDg  the  bar 
— was  alread;  past.  NeTertheless,  it  was  tolerably 
smooth.  We  stood  oat  to  sea  to  get  a  good  offing, 
and  then  steered  for  Fernando  Po  with  reij  beautiful 
weather. 

9  A.M.  Th.  80*  wet  bnlb,  Mason's  Hygr.  76' 
3  P.M.    „    83'        „  „  „      78' 

9  P.M.    „    80'        „  „  „      77* 

90th. — Mr.  Green  the  second  master,  and  a  stoker 
who  had  assisted  in  working  the  engine,  were  taken 
side  this  morning.  We  had  now  only  one  officer.  Lieu- 
tenant Strange,  and  one  engineer,  doing  duty.  Some 
of  the  sick  felt  better,  but  others  found  the  sudden 
change  from  the  close  atmosphere  of  the  river  to  the 
fresh  sea-breeze  too  much  for  them.  The  weather 
continued  fine. 

Friday,  October  ist.—:ln  the  evening  we  saw  the 
lofty  peak  of  Fernando  Po  in  the  distance,  and  ex- 
pected to  be  off  Cape  Bullen  the  following  morning  at 
day-light,  but,  on  approaching  heavy  rains  and  dense 
donds  completely  shrouded  the  island  until  ve  were 
dose  to  it,  when  ve  discovered  that  a  strong  current 
had  drifted  the  vessel  past  Clarence  Oove  :  we  reached 
the  anchorage  at  9  F.H.,  and  found  lying  there  H.M. 
steam-vessels  'Pluto'  and  'Soudan.'  The  latter  was 
in  a  most  deplorable  condition;  Lieutenant  Fish- 
bourne,  who  had  been  sent  in  temporary  command, 
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vas  ill  of  ferer,  caused  bj  his  great  exertions  in 
bringing  the  resael  dovn  the  rirer. 

In  obedience  to  Captain  Trotter's  orders,  the  first 
aoxietj  vas  to  get  the  'Soudan'  ready  as  soon  as 
possible  to  rejoin  him  up  the  river;  as  there  yr&s  but 
too  much  reason  to  fear  that  he  vould  require  assist- 
ance. 

We  must  now  take  our  readers  back  to  the  Con- 
fluence, where  it  will  be  remembered  how  rapidly  the 
ferer  progressed  in  the  several  vessels,  and  that  it 
was  considered  to  be  most  expedient  to  send  the 
'Soudan'  down  to  the  sea  with  the  sick.  On  the 
evening  of  the  18th  of  September,  she  received  thir- 
teen cases  of  fever  from  the  '  Albert,'  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  six  additional  from  the  '  Wilberforce,' 
making  together  with  those  of  her  own  crew  already 
in  the  list,  upwards  of  forty  cases.  The  weather  was 
intensely  hot. 

Before  the  'Soudan's'  departure.  Commander  Bird 
Allen  came  on  board  to  take  leave  of  bis  former  ship- 
mates, by  whom  he  was  oniverally  esteemed  for  his 
many  fine  qndlties.  How  little  was  it  then  thought, 
that  in  so  short  a  time  his  loss  would  be  another  deep 
cause  of  regret  to  the  officers  of  the  expedition. 

Soon  after  noon  the  '  Sondan'  got  under  weigh,  in 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Fishboume,  to  take  the  sick  to 
the  coast  AsaiBtant-Suigeon  Stirling  was  sent  on 
board  to  assist  Mr.  Thomson  in  the  medical  duties. 
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At  this  time,  nearly  all  the  vliite  men,  and  ereo 
some  of  the  ooloared  West-Indians,  were  laid  dovn 
with  fever,  leaving  only  Mr.  Sidney  and  four  men 
able  to  more  about,  and  do  dnty;  of  this  number 
foTtmiatelj  tvo  vere  stokers,  who  had  some  little 
knowledge  of  the  management  of  the  engines.  Ererjr 
place  on  deck  and  below  wfu  crowded  with  sick,  either 
worn  out  and  exhausted  by  the  continuance  of  fever, 
or  in  the  more  active  and  excited  stages. 

In  the  commander's  small  cabin  were  two  officers. 
Lieutenant  T^jllin  and  Mr.  Marshall;  in  the  gun-room 
lieutenant  Hantton  and  Mr.  Waters,  clerk-in-charge; 
forwud  WN«  two  engineers  in  their  cabins,  and  Mr. 
Belam,  master,  in  the  small  midshipman's  berth ;  while 
the  foremost  compartment  and  decks  were  hung  over 
with  the  cots  and  hammocks  of  the  sufferers ;  the  latter 
under  proper  awning  but  so  thickly  stowed  that 
when  administering  remedies  and  food,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  pass  or  step  firom  one  over  the  other.  Lieu- 
tenant Fishboume  pushed  the  little  steamer  ODwards, 
and  with  a  current  in  her  favour,  rapidly  descended 
the  river. 

All  the  fair  scenery  which  on  the  upward  coone 
had  been  gazed  on  with  so  much  pleasure  and  enthu- 
siasm was  now  passed  unheeded,  the  pressing  wants 
of  the  sick  demanded  the  every  attention  and  diligence 
of  both  medictd  officers.  Lieutenant  Fishboume's 
duties  requiring  him  to  be  constantly  and  anxiously 
engaged  in  directing  the  course  of  the  vesseL 
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Oa  the  20th  an  unclouded  sky  and  most  sultry 
condition  of  the  atmosphere  added  to  the  sick  list  the 
only  remaining  executive  officer,  Mr.  Sidney ;  a  quar- 
ter-master and  a  marine,  who  had  previoofilj  been 
rather  indisposed ;  thus  all  the  executive  duty  fell  on 
Lieutenant  Fishboume.  Poor  Perrhfun,  a  stoker,  was. 
also  suffering,  but  as  he  waa  the  only  one  vho  could 
safely  keep  the  engine  going,  he  took  medicLue  and  laid 
himself  doTu  near  the  engine-room  hatch  on  deck,  from 
which  he  was  raised  when  his  services  were  impera- 
tively required.  The  sufferings  of  the  sick  altc^ether 
were  much  a^avated  by  the  suffocating  state  of  the 
air,  and  but  for  the  frequent  sponging  and  fanning  of 
the  most  debilitated,  the  ultimate  results  would  have 
probably  been  more  unfavourable  than  they  were. 

The  vomiting  was  a  very  distressing  symptom,  and 
increased  by  the  urgent  thirst  which  induced  the  suf- 
ferers to  drink  largely.  The  most  ef&cadous  remedy 
was  an  occasional  small  effervescing  powder  with  slight 
excess  of  alkali  or  total  abstiDence  from  fluid  for  a 
short  time. 

On  the  21st,  the  '  Soudan'  was  well  down  the  river, 
and  passing  rapidly  through  the  pestiferous  delta. 
Thomas,  a  carpenter's  mate,  breathed  his  last  about 
noon,  and  at  night,  just  as  the  '  Soudan'  had  anchored 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  Mr.  W.  B.  Marshall,  acting- 
surgeon,  entered  on  that  hf^py  change  for  which  in 
the  time  of  health  he  had  so  long  and  earnestly  been 
preparing  himself.    From  the  first  his  case  had  been 
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a  most  serere  one,  atteoded  with  almost  constant 
irritabUitj  of  stomach;  but  he  vould  never  be  per- 
Boaded  to  continne  the  requisite  means,  or  to  abstain 
from  drinking  lai;gel7  of  tea,  lemonade,  &c.,  vhich 
increased  it.  In  bis  death  the  expedition  lost  an 
active  medical  officer,  and  the  Aftican  a  most  de- 
voted friend.  His  remains  vere  interred  at  Oape 
Nun,  not  far  from  vhere  Back  the  instrument-maker 
had  been  buried  on  the  first  arrival  of  the  'Albert' 

Early  on  the  22nd,  the  '  Sondan*  was  under  steam 
and  crossed  the  bar,  where  she  met  the  '  Dolphin,'  on 
board  of  which  vessel  thirtj-five  of  the  sick  were  sent, 
retaining  seven  vho  were  recovering,  and  tiro,  Mr. 
Waters  and  Levis  Wolfe,  who  being  in  a  djing  state, 
were  quite  unfit  to  be  removed.  Mr.  Stirling,  assistant- 
snrgeon,  being  unveil,  it  vras  considered  advisable  to 
send  him  also. 

Under  the  circumstances,  without  officers,  engineers, 
or  fiiel,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  'Soudan' 
to  proceed  to  Ascension,  and  most  fortunate  was  the 
'Dolphin's'  proximity;  thus  enabling  the  sick  to  be 
forwarded  at  once  bj  her.  The  kindness  and  atten- 
tion received  by  them  on  the  passage  will  always  be  a 
Bobject  of  grateful  remembrance. 

In  the  afternoon  the  '  Soudan'  made  the  best  of  her 
way  to  FeruMido  Po.  Poor  Waters  lingered  until 
about  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  he  expired. 
His   caae  commenced  with  bad   symptoms   on   the 
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10th, — a  very  sultry  day, — after  haTing  been  ex- 
posed ibr  some  time  in  the  sun.  At  first  strong 
excitement  was  present,  speedily  followed  by  de- 
pression of  spirits.  On  the  19th,  he  sent  for  the 
chaplwns  of  the  '  Wilberfbrce'  and  '  Albert,'  to 
vhom  he  stated  his  anticipations  that  his  earthly 
career  was  soon  to  close;  every  endeaTour  to  raise 
his  drooping  spirits  was  in  rain.  After  his  decease 
some  rough  copies  of  verses,  &c.,  were  discovered, 
strongly  iUnstrative  of  the  interest  he  took  in  the 
cause  of  heathen  Africa.  Hia  remains  vere  unavoid- 
ably consigned  to  the  deep  on  the  following  monun^ 
Lieutenant  Fishboume  reading  the  fimeral  service. 

At  all  times,  this  ritual  at  sea  is  full  of  deep 
interest^  but  now  that  the  excitement  consequent  on 
the  many  duties  had  passed  off,  leaving  Lieutenant 
Fishboume  and  his  companion  tired  and  nervous, 
solemn  and  sad  thoughts  succeeded  which  the  occasion 
improved.  Such  are  indeed,  the  seasons  favourable  to 
a  train  of  calm  and  searching  reflection;  when  we 
find  our  fond  imaginings  to  be  but  vanity,  and  our 
brightest  visions  as  illusory  as  the  passing  cloud. 
How  gladly  do  we  then  turn  to  embrace  the  cheering 
promise,  that  there  remains  a  rest  to  those  who  seek 
itt  but,  alas  I  too  often  only  to  forget  it  at  some  future 
time,  and  to  trust  once  more  to  the  anticipated  suc- 
cesses of  our  own  creative  fancy. 

On   the   23rd,  Ohristopher   Bigley,  stoker,  whose 
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partial  knowledge  of  the  engine  had  been  so  ueefbl 
daring  the  last  three  days,  vaa  added  to  the  sick  list, 
being  quite  unfit  for  the  least  daty.  Lientenant 
Fishboume  vaa  therefore  himself  obliged  to  keep  the 
engine  working  ontil  thej  reached  Clarence  Gore,  Fer- 
nando Po,  where  the  arrival  of  the  other  Tessela  vas 
avaited  with  anxietj.  Some  of  the  Bick  improved, 
but  Lewis  Wolfe,  a  quiet  and  well-behared  joung  man 
from  the  'Albert,'  breathed  his  last  on  the  27th, 
worn  to  a  shadow  bj  a  disease  which  resisted  ererj 
remedy.  He  was  the  first  of  the  Expedition  bnried 
at  Fernando  Po.  His  remains  were  laid  ia  the 
small  spot  appropriated  as  a  burjing-place,  where  so 
soon  afterwards  Captain  Bird  Allen,  and  sereral  other 
brave  spirits,  found  a  last  resting-place.  On  the  30th, 
Lieutenant  Fishboume  was  laid  down  with  violent 
fever ;  and  on  the  arrival  of '  Wilberforce,'  was  removed 
to  that  vessel ;  Mr.  Strange,  first  Lieutenant,  was  put 
in  temporary  command  of  '  Soudan,'  with  orders  to  get 
ready  with  all  possible  dispatch.  That  officer  had 
fortunately  been  proof  against  the  effects  of  the 
climate  which  had  prostiated  nearly  all  others. 

As  there  was  no  dimination  of  the  sick  list,  but  on 
the  contrary,  many  were  still  in  a  very  dangerous 
state,  Commander  Allen  was  resolved  to  leave  Fer- 
nando Po  as  soon  as  possible, — its  reputation  for  un- 
healthinese  being  second  only  to  the  fatal  Niger, — and 
to  proceed  to  Ascension,  as  the  best  means  under 
Providence  of  enabling  the  crew  of  '  Wilberfbroe'  to 
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recover  their  health.  For  this  step  he  had  discre- 
tionary power  giTen  him  by  Captain  Trotter. 

The  task  of  preparing  the  ship  for  sea  vas  one  of 
no  ordinary  difficulty,  as  there  were  no  officers,  and 
few  men  being  able  to  do  duty.  The  decks  were  so 
encumbered  by  the  sick,  that  there  waa  very  little 
room  to  work.  But,  in  the  belief  that  the  pure  air 
of  the  wide  ocean  must  hare  a  beneficial  eflect,  every 
exertion  was  made  with  a  view  to  try  the  climate  to 
the  southward  of  the  equator  as  early  as  possible,  and 
eventually  to  go  to  Ascension. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  two  pursers,  surveys 
were  to  be  held  on  the  remains  of  provisions  in  the 
'Wilberforce'  and  'Soudan;'  the  holds  were  to  be 
cleaned  out;  provisions,  water,  sails,  and  running- 
rigging  were  to  be  brought  on  board ;  besides  the  very 
laborious  work  of  coaling. 

In  the  dusk  of  one  evening  there  was  great  excite- 
ment among  all,  by  the  report  of  a  vessel  having  been 
seen  in  the  offing;  and  as  it  was  said  the  stranger 
looked  hke  a  steamer,  all  believed  it  to  be  our  com- 
panion the  '  Albert.'  '  Soudan'  was  therefore  ordered 
to  get  up  steam,  and  go  to  assist  her  to  the  anchorage 
if  necessary.  However,  on  clearing  the  point  of 
Clarence  Cove,  nothing  was  to  be  seen,  and  she  re- 
turned. No  one  could  tell  how  the  report  had  ori- 
guiated:  but  all  were  willing  to  believe  what  we  daily 
expected, 

Thteraday,  October  2nd. — One  of  our  stokers  died 
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to-daj.  His  case  was  the  opposite  to  that  of  poor 
Mr.  Wakeham ;  faaTing  been  in  iact,  a  Teiy  dnmken 
character.  In  the  eTening,  Mr.  Harrej,  master 
of  the  'Albert,'  died,  after  a  long  and  painful 
struggle.  He  was  for  the  last  few  days  distressed 
by  a  constant  hiccap,  which  increased  to  such  an 
extent  that  his  whole  frame  was  most  fearfully  shaken 
and  conTnlsed  by  it  Christopher  Bigley,  stoker,  of 
'Soadan,'  was  also  added  to  the  list  of  dead;  his  loss 
was  much  regretted,  for  he  had,  poor  fellow,  exerted 
himself  greatly,  and  had  even  continued  at  the  engine 
while  in  a  high  state  of  fever.  Commander  W.  Allen 
was  very  unwell  to-day,  having  been  much  harassed 
and  fatigued  by  constant  exertion. 

Dr.  Yogel  the  botanist,  and  Mr.  Roscher  the  geo- 
logist, who  appeared  to  be  io  a  degree  convaleBcent, 
thought  they  would  be  better  on  shore.  Being  un- 
accostomed  to  the  confinement  of  a  ship,  it  was  not 
surprising  that  they  shoxUd  wish  to  be  on  terrH  firm^. 

The  former  highly-talented  gentleman,  whose  ar- 
dour in  pursuit  of  his  farourite  science  was  limited 
only  by  his  delicate  frame,  wished  very  much  to 
hare  been  landed  at  the  model  farm  when  we  came 
away,  though  he  was  at  the  time  dangerously  ill. 
Commander  W.  Allen  succeeded  in  inducing  him  to 
leave  a  place  which  would  hare  been  inevitably  fatal  to 
him,  by  assurances  that  he  should  be  left  at  Fernando 
Po^  where  he  would  find  a  field  for  his  exertions  equally 
rich  and  new.    Remonstrances  were  now  renewed* 
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pointing  oot  the  great  risk  he  would  incur  bj  re- 
maining, in  his  then  weak  state,  in  a  dimate  so 
iinhealthj  as  this  was  known  to  be;  and  we  endea- 
Toured  to  show  him  the  advantage  of  recruiting  his 
strength  at  Ascension,  when  he  might  be  able  not 
only  to  return  to  Fernando  Po,  bat  even  to  make 
another  and  a  more  successful  voj^e  up  the  Niger. 
All  argumenta  were,  however,  onavailing.  He  seemed 
to  think  he  had  once  been  inveigled  awaj  from  hia 
proper  field  of  usefulness,  and  he  was  determined  it 
should  not  be  done  again.  A  hoose  was  therefore 
procured  for  these  gentlemen,  such  arrangements  were 
made  for  their  comfort  as  our  limited  means  would 
allow,  and  also  to  further  their  project  of  ascending  the 
mountain,  as  high  as  a  road  had  been  cut  by  Colonel 
NicoUs,  about  4000  feet  above  the  sea.  Doubtless,  if 
they  could  have  accomplished  this  journey,  the  cool 
temperature  of  that  altitude  would  have  been  of  great 
service  in  restoring  them  to  health. 

Mr.  Muller,  our  excellent  chaplain,  had  been  soU- 
cited  by  some  of  the  black  settlers  to  administer 
baptism  to  a  large  number  of  children,  but  he  very 
much  disappointed  them,  for  he  found  not  only 
the  neophytes  but  the  parents  utterly  ignorant  of 
the  nature  of  the  religion  which  they  proposed  so 
conveniently  to  adopt.  Mr.  Miiller  was  too  conscien- 
tious a  Ohiistiiui  to  administer  the  sign  of  regeneration 
to  whole  flocks  of  pseudo-Christians. 

In  the  afternoon  he  performed  service  on  board. 
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preachiiig  emphaticallj  on  the  propriety  of  shovitig 
gratitude  to  the  Almighty  PreBerrer  for  having  per- 
mitted us  to  escape  the  great  daogera  which  had 
heset  OS. 

On  the  5th,  Mr.  Ooleman,  aasistant-smgeon,  died. 
He  was  a  most  exemplary  and  consistent  Gbristiaa; 
almost  his  last  words  were  "  I  have  no  fears  for  the 
fiitiire."  White  he  uttered  these,  his  countenance 
assumed  a  placid  cheerfulness  that  was  really  affecting. 

The  '  Ethiope'  merchant-steamer  anired  last  night 
This  small  vessel  belonged  to  Mr.  Jamieson,  a  mer- 
diant  of  Liverpool,  who  employed  her  in  bringing 
palm-oil  from  the  native  depdts  at  the  mouths  of  the 
rivers  to  his  ships,  which  were  stationed  at  a  healthy 
part  of  Fernando  Po.  This  of  course  entailed  consi- 
dovble  additional  expense,  but  he  was  actuated  by 
the  benevolent  intention  of  preserring  the  ciews  from 
the  deadly  effects  of  the  swamps,  on  the  banks  of  the 
rivers  where  the  palm-oil  is  produced  in  abundance, 
but  where  ships  are  usually  detained  so  long  while  it 
is  collected  by  the  dilatory  native  traders,  that  it  is 
attended  with  great  sacrifice  of  life. 

The  commander  of  the  'Ethiope,'  ld>.  Beecroft,  a 
fine  old  veteran  of  the  coast,  had  resided  many  years 
at  Fernando  Po,  and  knew  more  of  this  part  of  Afiica 
and  the  natives  than  any  other  European.  He  had 
already  made  a  trading  voyage  up  the  Niger  in  the 
steamer  'Qoorra,'  belonging  to  the  first  disastrous 
expedition ;  and  had  even  proceeded  about  fifty  miles 
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bejond  Rabba,  tbe  fartbest  point  of  Lander  and 
AUen. 

To  hiB  great  experience,  tbis  gentlemaD  joioed  s 
high  and  genBrous  mind ;  and  it  seemed  as  if  he  was 
s  fitting  instrument  sent  by  Providence  to  attempt 
the  rescue  of  the  'Albert'  from  tbe  perilona  position 
in  vbich  she  vas  supposed  to  be.  Aecordinglj,  frhen 
Oommander  W.  Allen  proposed  tbe  undertaking^ 
Mr.  Beecroft  at  once  franklj  acceded  to  it,  bis  em- 
plojer,  Mr.  Jamieson,  haring  given  him  instructions 
to  render  any  assistance  in  bis  pover  to  the  Expe- 
dition. 

The  Tessel  vas  supplied  with  coal  from  t^e  CK>- 
remment  stores  for  the  purpose.  In  the  mean  time 
a  complaint  was  examined  into,  vhich  Mr.  Beecroft 
preferred  against  bis  head  Kruman,  for  having  struck 
the  engineer.  This  -was  easily  arranged  by  the  former 
acknowledging  bis  error  and  begging  pardon,  after  a 
severe  lecture ;  but  it  appeared  that  there  were  faults 
on  both  sides, — indeed  it  is  very  rare  that  tbe  Kru- 
men  exhibit  anything  like  insubordination,  so  great  is 
the  preatiffe  of  tbe  white  man. 

In  tbis  case  we  were  fortunately  able  to  testify 
strongly  to  tbe  good  chwacter  of  tbe  culprit.  Grey,  as 
he  had  served  in  the  capacity  of  head  Kruman  of  tbe 
'  Alburkah '  in  the  expedition  of  1832-3,  when,  with 
one  exception,  he  had  conducted  himself  in  a  most 
exemplary  manner. 

A  melMicboly  visit  was  made  to  the  remains  of  the 
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tTO  ressels,  '  Quorra'  and  '  Alburkah,'  which  per- 
formed that  nnaucceBsfuI  and  fatal  voyage.  They 
▼ere  lying  on  the  shore  in  the  next  goto,  called 
Goodrich  Bay.      Aa  Oaptain   Allen  had  passed  a 


whole  year  in  the  Niger  on  board  the  little  '  Albor- 
kab,'  it  was  with  some  degree  of  painful  interest, — 
which  a  sailor  usually  feels  for  a  ressel  he  has  long 
serred  in, — that  he  saw  the  poor  little  craft'lying  high 
and  dry  on  the  shore,  in  rapid  decay ;  the  decks  were 
gone,  and  the  iron  of  the  hull  so  corroded  that  there 
were  many  lai^  holes  through  the  sides.  The  en- 
gines and  boilers  were  lying  scattered  about  in 
fragments,  and  nearly  concealed  by  the  tangled  vege- 
tation  on  the  beach.  The  '  Quorra'  being  of  wood 
had  been  broken  up,  and  people  were  burning  her 
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timbers  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  copper  bolts, 
to  assist  in  bailding  &  schooner  vhich  had  been  a  long 
while  on  the  stocks,  vith  but  little  chance  of  ever  being 
finished,  as  the  vorkmen  were  very  unviiling  to  take 
employment 

October  '7th. — The  '  Ethiope '  sailed  for  the  mouth 
of  the  Niger,  with  the  intention  of  proceeding  up  the 
rirer  until  the  '  Albert'  could  be  met  with. 

On  the  9th,  the  'Soudan'  being  ready,  sailed  for 
N.W.  Bay,  in  this  island,  in  order  to  hire  some 
Krumen,  previonsly  to  going  to  the  Niger,  according  to 
Captain  Trotter's  directions. 

By  the  cTening  the  preparations  of  the  '  Wilber- 
force'  were  completed,  having  been  materially  for- 
warded by  the  assistance  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
H.M,S.V.  'Pluto.'  The  necessity  for  going  to  sea  was 
very  much  increased  by  the  circumstance  of  the  first 
and  only  remuning  engineer  Mr.  Johnston,  being  at  last 
taken  ill  with  fever,  owing  In  a  great  measure,  to  his 
constant  exertions.  Another  strong  reason  for  getting 
away  from  this  place  was  the  unfortunate  facility 
which  the  convalescents  had  in  procuring  rum  of  the 
very  worst  description,  which  caused  many  a  relapse. 
No  exhortations  could  deter  them,  and  we  had  not 
means  to  prevent  it. 

In  consequence  of  our  weak  state,  there  being  no 
officers  to  assist  the  captain,  he  thought  it  necessary 
to  take  the  '  Pluto '  under  his  orders,  to  accompany 
the  '  Wilberforce'  as  iar  as  might  be  required. 
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The  'WilbMfbn^  Iwtm  Fermndo  Po— TUto  FrinM^i  Idind— 
HAdune  Feireln— lalftnd  of  St.  Tbonus— A  Yankte  lUpper— 
llha  Aae  RoU»— SonffleuM— Variaty  of  pigeon*— Wild  boais— 
NegiarendentB — Theii  sapentitioiu — Watering  place,  St.  TIioina»~ 
— Honkej  plmn-tzee — Annobone— Governor  Tom  JM,Iiiapi«ogB- 
tirea— A  noiey  market  afloat— Siogularreli^oni  prooeMioa— Poverty 
of  theinhabitanto — Appeannce  of  the  town~Giiiiua-f owl  shooting — 
Vimt  to  the  Hoont^  lake — Gothic  aroh  of  palm  trees — Soaroity  of 
foel— Flying  fiah— Aaceiwion— Its  desolate  look— Magnetic  ohser- 
Tatrane— Prooeedinge  at  that  Idand— Arrival  ol  Her  Hojeaty'i  brig 
'Buzzard' — Melancholy  lofonnation  respecting  the  'Albert'  — 
Reported  murder  of  Mr,  Carr,  and  attack  on  the  lettien  at  the 
Model  Farm. 

H.M.S.  V.,' WjLBBKFOBOB,'  October  9th,  at  8  p,m.,  put 
to  Boa  from  Femaiido  Po  in  a  Ter7  nuBerable  plight, 
tmlj  "  mora  like  a  wreck  than  a  mui-of-var."  We  had 
haatilj  taken  on  board  one  hundred  tons  of  coals, — 
being  much  more  than  ve  could  stov  in  the  bonkers. 
Oving  to  our  aimety  to  get  away,  there  was  not 
time  to  trim  the  ship,  and  she  consequently  steered  so 
badly  that  until  this  was  remedied,  it  was  quite  im- 
possible to  keep  a  proper  course.  We  had  no  officers 
except  Oommander  Wm.  Allen,  uid  one  engineer  lent 
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from  the  'Fluto/  assisted  bj  one  of  the  remaining 
stokers,  vho  vas  fortonatelj  able  to  vork  the  engine; 
and  there  vere  onlj  two  seamen  and  a  very  few 
marines  or  idlers,  able  to  do  duty.  We  were,  there- 
fore, fortunate  in  having  to  navigate  a  sea  where  bad 
weather  is  scarcely  known.  The  *  Pinto'  was  in  com- 
pany with  OS.  Mr.  Oommissioner  Cook  kindly  kept 
watch  greater  part  of  the  first  Dight. 

We  had  a  contrary  wind  in  our  voyage  towards 
Prince's  Island,  which  was  our  first  stage,  but  the 
weather  was  fine. 

October  12^A. — The  high  land  of  Prince's  Island 
was  seen  at  daylight.  In  running  along  the  coast  we 
were  much  strack  with  the  beauty  and  singularity 
of  the  bold  peaks,  dotbed  with  wood  to  the  very 
Bommit.  Among  these  the  "Parrot's  Bill"  is  the 
most  remarkable,  shooting  up  like  a  gigantic  crystal 
from  the  dense  forest.  We  anchored  in  West  Bay, 
surrounded  by  beautiM  scenery.  '  Pluto'  had  arrived 
before  us. 

The  greater  part  of  the  invalids  have  already  felt 
the  benefit  of  change  of  air,  nevertheless  another  death 
was  added  to  our  list  to-day, — Serjeant  Cuthbertson, 
of  the  Royal  Marines, — who  appeared  to  be  recoverin^^ 
suddenly  relapsed,  and  expired  in  the  evening.  He 
was  an  excellent  man,  and  left  a  widow  and  several 
children  to  deplore  his  loss. 

We  airauged  wil^  Madame  Ferreira  for  a  supply  of 
firewood,  which  she  keeps  ready  cut  for  the  cruisers  on 
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the  coast,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  billets  for  a 
dollar. 

This  lady,  of  Portugnese  parents,  was  the  vidov  of 
the  late  governor,  who  was  preYiously  judge.  With 
the  laudable  intention  of  introducing  improrementa  in 
the  coltiTatioQ  and  management  of  her  estates,  on  her 
return  to  Prince's  from  a  risit  to  Europe,  she  brought 
with  her  a  numerooB  suite  of  vhito  persons  and  their 
&inilie9,  among  vhom  fever  soon  hovever,  made  fearfiil 
ravages.  IVo  lemarkablj  handsome  Spanish  bojs 
like  the  finest  conceptions  of  Murillo,  had,  since  their 
arrival,  lost  their  father,  mother,  a  brother  and  a  sister. 
The  European  gardener,  his  'wife  and  three  dau^ters, 
as  vrell  as  the  jonng  daughter  of  M.  Fretus,  Madame 
Ferreira's  factotum,  urere  lying  ill  witii  the  fever.  The 
latter  we  saw  lying  on  a  couch, — a  most  interesting 
and  pictoresque  object. 

This  enterprising  lady  seemed  most  anxious  to  carry 
into  effect  nmnerons  plans  for  the  benefit  of  the  island, 
and  had  commenced  by  erecting  mills  for  sugar,  oil, 
and  for  sawing  timber.  Abundance  of  seeds  brought 
from  Spain  flourished  among  the  rocks  in  the  garden 
around  her  house,  mingled  'with  beautiful  indigenous 
flowers.  All  her  property  in  West  Bay  she  was  de- 
sirous of  selling  to  the  English  Goremment,  alleging 
the  persecutioQS  of  the  Qovemor  of  the  island,  who 
had  involved  her  in  many  lawsuits  on  i^arges — 
whether  just  or  unjust  we  could  not  ascertain — of 
being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  However  this  may 
D  2 
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b^  the  English  officers  helongiDg  to  the  Bquadroo  have 
ever  been  recciTcd  bj  her  vrith  great  hospitality  and 
kiDdness. 

The  climate  is  unhealthy  eTcn  for  the  natives,  except 
in  December,  Janaary,  and  Febmary,  'when  it  is  com- 
paratively dry;  though  at  West  Bay  it  is  said  there  ia 
no  day  throu^out  the  year  without  rain.  Heavy 
mists  sweeping  ro\ind  the  lofty  pealcs  give  addi- 
tional grandeur,  and  make  them  sometimes  appear  as 
if  overhanging  the  bay.  After  curling  and  playing 
about  die  ravines  of  the  mountains,  these  mists  sod' 
denlj  descend,  and  deluge  the  shores. 

We  had  two  new  cases  of  fever  here,  though  slight, 
as  have  been  all  those  which  have  occurred  since  we 
left  the  Niger. 

14^. — Having  taken  on  board  as  much  wood  as 
we  could  stow — about  two  thousand  billets — and 
water,  we  sailed  in  the  evening  in  company  with 
H.M.  steam  vessel '  Pluto.'  None  of  our  officers  were 
as  yet  snfBciently  recovered  to  do  duty.  We  were  in 
such  a  state  that  there  are  few  parts  of  l^e  globe 
where  we  could  have  ventured  to  pat  to  sea.  Bnt 
although  no  bad  weather  was  to  be  apprehended,  we 
had  to  encounter  a  fresh  head  wind ;  so  that  we  made 
bnt  slow  progress  against  it. 

15tk. — Very  fine  weather; — a  delighfid  contrast 
to  the  heavy  dwnp  atmosphere  of  Prince's,  which 
may  truly  be  called  the  "  watery  gem  of  the  ocean." 
The  sick  which  had  hitherto  been  all  on  deck  under 
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awDmgs  were  now  of  necessity  pat  beloT,  tta  the 
breeze  being  against  us,  the  latter  held  bo  much  wind, 
that  until  they  were  furled,  we  made  but  little  pro- 
gress. As  ve  drew  near  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas, 
the  wind  altered  from  aoath-west  to  the  eastward 
of  south,  with  smooth  water.  After  dusk  the  nu- 
merous lights  in  the  fishermen's  canoes  had  a  very 
brilliant  effect.  We  anchored  at  8h.  30m.  p.m.  in  four 
fathoma,  at  the  north  end  of  the  Island  St  Thomas, 
in  Man-of-War  Bay,  where  the  'Pluto'  had  arrived 
long  before  us. 


The  shore  of  the  bay  is  lined  with  a  dense 
forest,  principally  of  cocoa-nut  trees  and  palms, 
from  which  the  natives  obtain  oil.  The  first  range  of 
hills  have  all  the  appearance  of  volcanic  origin,  being 
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tmitcated  cones  with  hollowB  oear  the  summitB,  like 
craters :  they  are  bare  of  wood,  except  in  these  depres- 
sions and  the  ravinea  descending  from  them.  The  sides 
at  the  other  parts  are  covered  with  dry  grass.  Id  the 
back  ground  is  the  lofty  mountain  Santa  Anna  de 
Chares,  7,000  feet  high.  Its  highest  point  ia  a 
remarkable  cone,  with  a  smaller  one  on  either  hand. 

We  fo\ind  a  pretty  little  river,  but  its  bar  conld  only 
be  crossed  by  boats  at  high  water ;  and  as  the  bay 
is  very  shallow,  vessels  lie  at  a  considerable  distance 
which  makes  watering  here  a  tedioos  operation. 

Wood  was  not  to  be  obtained,  except  from  a  great 
way  inland ;  which  was  not  worth  the  detention.  We 
saw  two  or  three  little  villages,  of  poor-looking  hats, 
bat  the  inhabitants  were  handsome  contented-looking 
negroes.  They  had  apparently  plenty  of  live  stock, 
and  froit  in  abundance.  The  oranges,  however,  though 
they  looked  fine,  were  generally  bitter. 

A  very  superior-looking  man  of  colour,  named 
Emanuele,  said  that  the  greater  part  of  the  coffee  on 
the  island  was  cultivated  by  free  laboor.  Half  of  the 
produce  goes  to  the  proprietor  and  half  to  the  culti- 
Tator.  His  father  had  five  slaves,  but  vhen  he  came 
to  the  inheritance  there  only  remained  one,  whom  he 
sold,  to  prevent  his  loss  by  nmning  away;  and  has 
since  found  free  labour  to  be  the  best.  This  informa- 
tion was  given  almost  unasked. 

A  schooner  which  at  first  had  been  thought  to 
be  a  slaver,  came  to  the  anchorage,  and  proved  to 
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be  aa  American.  The  master  came  on  board  to  hare 
hU  chronometer  rated,  vfaich  he  confessed  he  did  not 
luderBtAiid.  He  was  a  Ysry  amoaing  person,  giving 
the  histoiy  of  his  life  in  the  genuine  "Sam  Slick" 
stjle.  On  the  whole  he  spoke  in  flattering  terms  of 
E^igland,  saying,  "the  States  can  stand  up  against  the 
woild,  all  but  the*  BritiaheTB,  who  were  a'most  too 
strong  for  them ;  and  that  was  the  trath,  as  nigh  as  he 
conld  speak  it" 

19^ — We  sailed  t^  morning  from  Man-of-War 
Bay  in  company  with  the  '  Ruto.' 

Several  of  the  sick  were  now  conTaleacent,  and  some 
of  the  officers  able  to  do  a  little  duty. 

Nothing  could  be  more  beantifbl  than  our  little 
royage  dose  along  the  eastern  ^ore  of  St.  Thomas's 
Island.  The  town  of  Santa  Anna  de  Ohaves  at  a 
distance  had  a  pretty  appeurance.  The  shores  to  the 
southward  of  this  afforded  every  yariety  of  scenery, 
water&lls,  hills,  craggy  precipices,  pasturage,  and  rich 
woods.  The  little  rocky  island  of  Santa  Anna  is 
composed  of  basaltic  columns,  almost  vertical;  and  a 
correspondiog  formation  is  seen  on  the  adjacent  shore 
of  the  larger  island.  Anchored  in  the  afternoon  near 
tiie  nhas  das  Rotlas  to  cut  wood.  Though  we  were 
dose  in  shore,  and  protected  from  the  preralent  winds, 
the  heavy  swell,  which  nothing  could  keep  off,  caused 
the  ressel  to  roll  about  exceedingly. 

October  2\at. — Very  heayy  rain  both  yesterday  and 
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to-daj  sospended  all  operatioiiB,  and  has  produced 
Bome  new  cases  of  slight  ferer.  Waddingtoii,  the  best 
man  in  the  ship,  vho  though  in  coniitant  exertion  and 
exposure,  had  escaped  vhile  in  the  mer,  had  a  decided 
attack;  bat  the  others  vere  all  doing  veil.  Under 
these  circomstances,  aa  the  engineen  Toold  be  able  to 
go  to  their  duty  soon,  and  having  two  extra  men  who 
■were  able  to  work  the  engine,  it  tras  considered 
advisable  to  detain  the  *  Pluto'  no  longer  from  her 
cmising-fTOund.  Lieutenant  Blonnt  was  therefore 
directed  bj  Oommander  W.  Allen  to  resume  his  station. 
Lieutenant  Fishboome,  uid  Mr.  Bowden,  the  secretaij 
to  the  commissioners,  being  both  quite  restored  to 
health,  vere  sent  to  rejoin  the  'Albert'  bj  the  'Pluto;' 
as  should  thej  succeed  &lling  in  vith  their  ship 
on  coming  down  the  river,  Captain  Trotter  woold  find 
their  services  very  opportune. 

The  '  Pluto'  sailed  at  four  p.m.,  and  when  passing 
round  our  bows,  gave  us  three  cheers,  which  our 
crew  could  only  feebly  respond  to.  A  set  of  obswva- 
tions  on  dip  and  intensity  were  obtained,  which  were 
the  more  important  as  Oommander  Allen  observed  on 
the  same  spot  at  the  end  of  1833.  There  axe  also 
other  reasons  for  this  being  an  interesting  locality  for 
magnetic  observations. 

This  lovdy  little  island,  about  a  mile  square,  is 
composed  of  basalt  or  lava.  The  west  end  shows  it 
most  distinctly  in  high  cavernous  clifls,  fringed  with 
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feetooiiB  of  pendant  plants.  The  snrf  dashes  high, 
and  over  thffln,  and  is  sent  bellowing  htack  firom  the 
cavernB  in  spraj  of  ever  changeful  fonns.  There  are 
also  on  this  side  some  "  soaffleurs"  or  blovers,  cansed 
bj  the  fonnation  of  long  passages  in  the  dislocated 
and  loosened  lara,  throogh  vhich  the  sea  is  forced 
Then  the  weather  is  tempestooos,  and  the  rollers  strong 
— making  an  exit  at  little  holes  taghty  or  ninety  feet 
from  the  entrance,  in  high  showery  jets,  on  which  the 
sunbeams  produce  the  most  brilliant  and  varied  colours. 
The  prerailing  (S.  W.)  direction  of  the  wind  at  this 
part  Tery  mnch  influences  the  rotation.  Instead  of 
the  graceful  cocoa-nat,  which  lines  the  northern  shore, 
and  strews  its  milky  fruit  in  such  abundance,  the 
Pandanva  appears  the  predominant  tree  a  little  way 
back ;  while  the  surface  of  the  immediate  cliff  is 
covered  with  low  vegetation  of  brilliant  green,  which 
looks  like  a  genUeman's  tiimly  kept  lawn.  Boat- 
swain birds  in  great  nnmbras  were  wheeling  about 
among  the  spray.  There  are  two  little  hills  on 
the  island:  one  from  a  distance  rises  like  the  trun- 
cated cone  of  an  extinct  volcano,  the  crater  occupied 
by  beaatifial  trees,  near  which  we  shot  a  great  number 
of  wild  pigeons,  among  them  were  the  large  ColwniM 
trigorUgera,  the  head  and  breast  plumbaceous,  wings 
and  throat  vinaceous,  with  numerous  triangular  white 
spots,  from  which  it  receives  its  name;  tfae  'I^rtur 
chedeo^lus,  or  rufous  winged  turtle  dove ;  the  !Ptirtttr 
semitorquatus,   or  half  collared  dove ;   the  prettily 
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marked  Treron  crassirostris,  or  thick-billed  pigeon,  since 
figured  by  Mr.  Frazer ;  the  large  grej-headed  btuh  shiike, 
Mahcowtm  oUvaceus,  io  its  grey,  yellov,  and  olire 
plnm^;e;  the  orange-breasted  bosh  shrike,  Maiaeo~ 
notus  chryaogcister;  the  walking  drongo,  Melaaoma 
edaloides,  in  sober  black;  bnt  the  most  important  are 
the  vild  ponltrj,  vhich  are  nov  beginning  to  abound, 
and  hare  already  somerhat  changed  in  appearuioe 
and  cry.  The  natives  state  that  they  are  the  produce 
of  Bome  stock  irhich  escaped  £rom  a  Teseel  wrecked  on 
the  island  many  years  ago.  Those  ve  saw  were  ex- 
tremely wild,  and  flew  from  tree  to  tre^  uttering  a  ay 
quite  different  to  that  of  the  domestic  fowl  In  the  long 
reedy  grass  which  skirts  the  western  shore,  wild  pigs 
are  found,  one  of  which  we  shot  with  the  assistance  of 
a  Kegro.  It  was  a  fine  boar,  in  excellent  condition, 
and  had  long  twisted  tusks,  capable  of  inflicting  a  serere 
wound,  which  the  natives  said  occasionally  happened 
in  hunting  them.  These  animals  were  stated  to  have 
come  on  the  island  in  the  same  way  and  time  as  the 
fowls,  bnt  the  mode  of  subBistence  has  likewise  very 
much  changed  their  characteilBtics. 

The  northern  shore  has  Beveral  little  sandy  bays, 
where  shells  of  great  beauty  and  variety  are  thrown 
up;  unfortunately  for  our  collections  they  were  all 
dead  and  therefore  nselesa,  but  piored  that  there 
mast  be  an  abundance  in  the  vicinity. 

This  picturesque  island  is  not  a  good  wood- 
ing plac^    as   the  hard-wood  trees   are    few,    and 
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at  some  distance  firom  the  beach;  besides  vhicfa, 
there  is  no  vater;  even  the  fev  natives  who 
settle  here  during  the  fishing  season,  cannot  find 
enough  for  their  irants  in  the  small  quantity  of  rain 
which  is  left  in  the  rockj  cavities,  bnt  have  to 
sabetitnte  the  milky  juice  of  the  green  cocott-nut, 
or  palm  wine, — so  plentiful  and  easily  procured. 
They  come  over  from  St.  Thomas's  Island,  and 
make  a  precarious  subsistence  by  catching  turtle 
and  fish  ;  the  latter  are  salted  and  dried  in  the  soil 
One  sort  of  rock  cod,  of  a  fine  red  colour,  is  veil 
flavoored,  and  very  abundant.  Although  brought  up 
in  the  Roman  OathoUc  rdigion,  the  negroes  we  sav 
were  as  foil  of  faith  in  grigris  or  charms,  as  their  less 
educated  brethren  on  the  mainland.  In  sereral 
places  we  noticed  little  rode  objects  of  clay  or  wood 
fastened  to  sticks,  near  vhich  vere  placed  small  cala- 
bashes  of  palm  wine,  and  bits  of  fish  or  yam;  and  in 
passing  one  in  a  very  secluded  spot  in  the  woods,  tfae 
native  who  accompanied  us,  put  his  finger  to  his 
mouth  in  token  of  silence,  and  drew  us  slowly  to  one 
side,  pointing  reverentially  to  it  af  an  object  of 
religious  interest 

On  the  23rd  we  weighed,  and  stood  over  to  a 
beautiful  inlet  in  St.  Hiomas',  just  opposite  to  Rollas, 
which  had  been  previously  examined  in  a  boat  Here 
we  purposed  watering.  This  little  gulf  is  snirounded 
on  three  sides  by  steep  and  richly-covered  hills ;  and 
^though  the  Ilha  das  Rollas  lying  across  the  entrance 
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protects  it  from  sontherlj  vinds,  it  cannot  arrest 
the  Bwell  vhicb  rolls  on  to  the  very  bottom  of 
the  gulf,  and  lashes  with  ceaseless  fiuy  the  rocks  all 
around  it.  There  are  three  streams  at  the  head  of  the 
inlet,  one  of  which  seemed  to  be  large,  as  there  was 
an  mtintemipted  view  some  distance  ap  it ;  though  as 
the  whole  shore  was  lined  by  surf,  we  did  not 
attempt  to  land  nor  to  enter  with  the  boat.  In  a 
little  receaa  in  the  rocks,  overshadowed  by  cocoa-nuts, 
and  a  great  variety  of  other  trees,  a  beautiful  little 
rill  was  perceived  tumbling  over  the  rocks,  where  there 
is  fortunately  leas  surf,  and  boats  can  easily  fill  their 


casks  by  leading  a  hose  from  the  shore.  This  place  is 
marked  by  a  rock  covered  with  bright  gre«n  vegetation. 
The  view  from  it  is  one  of  the  most  beautifid  we  have 
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seen.     The  inlet  is  perfectly  laad-Iocked,  and  vould 
hold  a  nary. 

"  Sly  BOokH  and  solitary  baya. 
And  coves  wherein  when  peering  atnya 
The  dwindled  ship,  her  gaik  drop  dead 
In  mddeo  (aim  and  darkoeas  shed. 
From  red  elifis  nilphnr-stalned  with  Itcbena  boar. 
Whose  inany-comeTMl  bonts  abore  her  frowning  roar." 

This  part  of  the  island  is  veil  vooded,  but  does 
not  present  much  dense  ondervood.  One  of  the 
trees,  apparently  a  spondia,  was  covered  with  a  yel- 
low oblong  fruity  having  an  acid  and  somewhat  resin- 
ous flaronr ;  the  Datives  said  it  was  the  monkey's 
plmn-tree ;  and  as  if  to  confirm  the  statement,  some 
of  tiiese  active  little  people  made  their  appearance  in 
the  brandies,  bat  not  near  enough  to  be  shot.  They 
were  of  a  dark  brown  colour,  witb  a  good  deal  of  white 
about  the  npper  part  of  the  face.  Although  they 
allowed  the  unarmed  natives  to  approach  somewhat 
dose,  they  kept  playing  with  as  at  hide-and-seek,  until 
we  left  them  in  despair.  Wild  pigeons  and  doves  are 
so  abnndant,  that  in  the  evening,  at  which  time  they 
move  about  to  procure  food,  we  brought  them  down  as 
&st  as  we  could  load  and  fire ;  and  not  only  were 
they  fine  in  plumage,  but  nsefiil  for  the  sick,  some  of 
whom  were  convalescing  and  quite  ready  for  a  little 
additional  fresh  food.  Having  obtained  sufficient 
water  and  fuel  for  present  use,  we  made  the  drcait 
of  the  island,  to  try  the  strength  of  the  engineers, 
before  returning  to  our  former  anchorage,  to  spend  a 
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quiet  SiiDdaj ;  but  the  rollers  Tonld  not  suffer  tu  to 
be  quite  at  rest  Heavy  torrents  of  rain  made  us 
aniioua  to  get  away,  espedally  as  this  did  not  proye 
to  be  BO  good  a  halting-place  for  the  sick  to  recorer  as 
had  been  anticipated.  Though  most  of  our  new  cases 
vera  of  a  slight  nature,  one  had  taken  a  turn  for  the 
Torse,  and  was  in  great  danger. 

October  25th. — Took  the  ressel  over  again  to  the 
inlet  to  complete  the  water.  We  filled  the  tanks 
Tery  easily  in  the  afternoon,  by  leading  a  hose  from 
the  little  stream  to  the  boats,  as  the  unceasing  swell 
rendered  it  difficult  for  the  men  to  carry  the  baricoes 
backwards  and  forwards,  and  it  was  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  the  boat  to  have  her  lying  at  a  little  dis- 
tance. The  '  Wilberforce'  was  anchored  rery  dose  to 
the  rocks  in  fire  fathoms,  the  trips  were  therefore 
made  quickly,  notwithstanding  the  torrents  of  run 
which  fell.  This  howeyer,  did  not  suspend  the 
exertions  of  the  Eromeo,  who  work  cheerfully  in  either 
sun  or  rain.  Aa  the  neighbouring  beadi  at  RoUas  is 
i»)Tered  with  broken  shells  in  great  variety,  we  tried 
whether  anything  could  be  brought  up  from  the  bot- 
tom by  means  of  the  trawl;  but  after  seeking  in  every 
direction,  we  only  succeeded  in  bringing  up  one  shell, 
— a  mnrez,  and  some  pieces  of  coral,  which  the  iron 
dredge  broke  off*  the  bottom,  dragging  with  them  also 
bits  of  tufa,  the  habitations  of  small  mollusca. 

October  26<A. — Oloudy  morning  weighed  at  day- 
light, and  stood  back  to  Hollas,  where,  as  it  is  pro- 
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bable  &e  '  Albert'  vill  tondi  here,  a  letter  was  left 
for  Oaptain  Trotter,  adrismg  him  of  our  pnxsedmgB, 
and  pointing  out  There  vood  and  vater  vere  to  be 
obtained.  To  ensure  its  deliTery,  and  as  a  retnm  for 
his  cirility,  ve  gare  the  head  man  of  the  little  fishing 
establishment  a  trifling  present.  The  settlement  only 
contained  four  persons,  vho  hare  about  equal  pre- 
tensions to  the  title  of  lanrful  chie^  but  thej  cordially 
united  in  thanling  us  for  this  unexpected  piece  of 
generosity. 

Took  our  departure  from  the  little  isle  of  RoUas, 
where  ve  had  spent  a  week  very  pleasantly  and  pro- 
fitably. Althou^  there  vere  some  relapses,  and  eren 
new  cases,  there  was  a  decided  improTement  in  the  general 
state  of  our  dck.  The  superiority  of  the  climate  south 
of  the  Equator,  was  rery  apparent  as  we  advanced ; 
some  have  eren  said  that  the  sick  feel  the  benefit 
immediately  on  crossing  the  Line.  This  appears 
paradoxical,  but  from  whatever  cause,  l^e  improve- 
ment was  palpable  with  us.  The  wind  being  strong 
against  us,  we  made  but  slow  progress. 

October  27th. — Saw  the  land  of  Annobone  at 
daylight,  but  did  not  reach  the  anchorage  till  the 
afternoon,  as  in  addition  to  the  obstacle  of  a  head 
wind,  the  wood  we  had  procured  at  RoUaa  was  so  wet, 
that  it  was  with  diflBculty  the  steam  could  be  kept  up. 

On  nearing  the  island  we  observed  the  town  in  a  state 
of  great  commotion;  a  few  canoes  cautiously  pushed  off 
from  the  beach,  and  one  man,  who  called  himself  the 
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GoTernor's  mate,  Tentnred  on  board,  to  ascertaio  if  ve 
were  English  or  SpaniaidB.  He  vaa  very  anxions  to 
posaeBS  himself  of  the  Captain's  name,  and  that  of  the 
vessel — as  they  apeak  a  little  English — and  caught  the 
sonnds  with  great  facility,  but  conTerted  '  Wilberforoe' 
into  William-first,  having  been  familiar  vith  the  name 
of  His  late  Majesty ;  and  these  simple  islanders  pride 
thems^rea  in  owning  no  allegianoe,  but  a  voluntaiy 
one  to  the  British  Sovereign. 

The  Qovemor's  Mate  having  satisfied  himself, 
vaved  hia  hat  tovards  the  shore,  to  signify  that  all  was 
ri^t,  Then  in  a  few  minutes  crowds  of  men,  women, 
and  diildren,  were  seen  rushing  to  the  beach,  nnmerons 
canoes  were  pushed  off  from  three  points,  and  in  a 
vety  few  more  we  were  surrounded  by  about  sixty, 
containing  from  one  to  fonr  men  each,  ladrai  with  goats, 
pigs,  fowls,  bananas,  plantains,  cassada,  sweet  potatoes, 
pines,  tamarinds,  but  very  few  yams.  The  Governor 
himself  came  off,  clad — as  were  most  of  the  natives, 
fortunate  enou^  to  possess  th»n — in  portions  of 
European  dress.  He  was  distinguished  from  the  com- 
monalty by  a  flowing  scarlet  robe. 

We  were  absolutely  stuoned  by  vociferations  frt)m 
neariy  two  hundred  humui  throats,  in  addition 
to  the  bleating,  squeaking,  and  cackling,  of  the 
more  numerous  specimens  of  inferior  grades  in  the 
scale  of  creation.  This  ultra-Babel  atr^pHo  seemed 
to  Md  defiance  to  any  moderately  civilized  ear  in 
attempting  to  distingoi^  the  one  from  the  oth». 
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The  only  thing  that  could  be  sannised  vas,  that  the 
humans  vere  calling  our  attention  to  the  admirable 
qnalities  of  pork  and  muttou  in  their  qxiadniped  com- 
panionB,  vMle  the  latter  were  dificlainiing  any  ambi- 
tion for  Buch  flattering  distinction.  A  more  disin- 
terested motire,  hovever,  actuated  our  congeners,  and 
Then  something  like  ailence  was  obtained  by  Goremor 
Tom  Joe, — who  constituted  himself  the  "  mouth"  of  his 
200  countryman, — and  seemed  desirous  of  concen- 
tntiog  the  combined  power  of  their  hings  in  his  own 
throat ; — we  found  that  solicitude  for  our  safety  had 
excited  this  clamour;  for  GoTemor  Tom  Joe,  ad- 
vancing close  to  the  Oaptain's  ear,  screamed  out  at  the 
top  of  his  voice,  "C^pen,  Oappen,  no  put  anchor, 
plenty  lock  (rocks),  break  ship,  break  ship."  He 
expressed  the  utmost  astonishment  and  horror  at  our 
having  anchored  in  so  little  as  four  fathoms,  not  being 
aware  of  our  draft  of  water. 

The  Governor  was  not  Aow  in  hinting  that  a  dash  or 
present,  as  a  substitute  for  port  dues,  would  be  accept- 
ably and  even  necessary ;  he  showed  evidently  by  his 
demands,  that  he  has  been  spoiled  by  former  visitors. 
An  ofiScer's  old  coat  was  given  him,  and  more  promised 
if  he  would  assist  in  getting  us  wood,  of  which  he  siud 
there  was  "plenty  store,"  although  tiie  arid  appear- 
ance of  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  did  not 
bold  out  such  hopes.  The  mountain,  it  is  true, 
was  clodied  with  wood,  but  the  labour  of  getting  it 
would  be  too  much  for  our  people,  and  the  natives 
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cotilct  hardly  be  induced  to  make  so  great  an 
exertion. 

October  28th. — We  landed  in  the  morning  to  pitch 
the  tent  for  magnetic  obserrations.  As  there  are  two 
principal  streams  of  lava  terminating  on  the  beach,  an 
intermediate  spot  vas  chosen,  where  the  sand  ap- 
peared to  be  in  the  greatest  mass.  Search  was  aUo 
made  for  the  wood  that  the  Goyemor  said  was  plen- 
tiful; it  was  soon  found  that  his  "plenty  store"  coa- 
sisted  in  the  "ribs  and  tracks"  of  a  small  Spanish 
Teasel  that  had  been  wrecked  here,  and  from  what  we 
could  understand,  mnst  hare  been  a  aUrer,  wfaidi 
made  the  good  people  so  solicitous  to  prerent  our  too 
near  approach.  We  might  hare  exclaimed  of  Nep- 
tune, as  the  owls  did  of  the  caliph  and  the  mined 
Tillages,  as  it  seems  we  shall  be  able  to  draw  an  ample 
supply  from  her  timbers,  though  all  of  fir  and  some* 
what  sodden  by  being  below  high-water  mark.  The 
wreck  occurred  during  the  reign  of  the  late  QoTemor 
Job,  who  was  present  to  lay  claim  to  remuneration  as 
lord  of  the  manor.  But  it  was  OTident  that  the 
GoTemor  de  facto  would  haTe  the  "  lion's  share." 

The  natiTe  renders  had  an  excellent  mode  of  regu- 
lating precedence  among  themselTes.  The  first  comer 
be^ed  for  the  end  of  a  long  and  strong  rope  frtim 
the  ship :  this  he  passed  through  a  hole  in  the  bow  of 
his  canoe,  and  then  handed  it  to  the  next,  and  so  on, 
to  any  number,  Umited  only  by  the  length  and 
strength  of  the  rope.     They  were  thus  obliged  to  keep 
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their  places  vithoat  quarretling,  except  with  the 
nnfortimates  who  had  not  arrired  in  time  to  get  a 
berth,  and  nrho  vere  horering  about,  trjong  to  Haraat 
the  bov  of  their  canoes  in  any  opening,  to  participate 
in  the  marlet.  As  nsual,  however,  in  all  well-regu- 
lated oommunities,  those  vho  were  in,  contrived  to 
keep  all  others,  otit. 

The  clamour  and  habbub  of  this  multitude  was 
quite  distracting;  shouting  out  in  all  directions,  "Anno 
Son  man — he  good  man — ^he  no  rogue  man — dash 
feive)  him  coat,  he  sell  you  cocoa-nut."  "AU'n,  All'n, 
see  here  fish  I  look  I  goat,  pig,"  &&,  not  thinking  the 
title  of  captain  a  necessary  adjunct,  They  grev  more 
vehemently  noisy  as  the  prospect  of  making  a  good 
harrest  of  rags  became  more  ^oomy ;  our  men  not 
being  possessed  of  many  disposable  old  clothes ;  and 
it  vas  also  contrary  to  the  discipline  of  a  vessel  of  war 
to  seU  them.  An  eafiy  method  was  adopted,  which 
soon  relieved  -  as  firom  the  intolerable  nuisance  of  a 
market  alongside,  and  enabled  us  to  procure  a  good 
supply  at  a  reasonable  price.  One  of  the  petty  officers 
was  sent  on  shore  with  a  quantity  of  goods  which  the 
parser  had  in  charge  for  such  occasions  of  barter,  and 
by  this  meuis  the  e^p's  company  were  victualled  with 
fresh  provisions,  vegetables,  and  fruit,  at  a  cost  of 
little  more  than  1^  per  diem,  and  a  great  deal  was 
procured  for  s^i-stock. 

Attempts  were  made  to  draw  the  seine,  but  without 
sQccffls,  though  the  beach  is  good  and  fiah  abundant- 
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This  vaa,  hoverer,  the  less  important,  as  the  natires 
brought  off  considerable  quantities ;  and,  with  a  few  odda 
and  ends  of  Snerj,  sufficient  was  obtained  each  day  for 
the  conTalescents,  of  fljing-fidi,  rock-cod,  and  the  deli- 
cioQS  king-fish.  An  enormous  fish,  shaped  like  a  ray, 
w&a  seen  near  the  ship,  but  it  was  gone  before  the 
harpoon  could  be  nsed. 

Odoher  sath. — Fine  cool  morning.  We  took  ad- 
Tantage  of  it  after  breakfast  to  go  along  the  eastern 
coast  in  a  boat  in  search  of  a  watering-place.  Two 
beaatiM  valleys  were  passed  which  mnst  have  their 
little  streams,  though  concealed  by  a  bed  of  large 
shingles  thrown  up  by  the  sea;  but  the  surf  was  too 
great  to  fdlow  us  to  land  and  examine  them.  This 
side  of  the  island  is  singnlariy  picturesque.  The  rocks 
in  bold  fonns,  and  finely  tinted  with  lichens,  &a, 
were  seen  inteiBected  by  many  basaltic  dykes  in 
variouB  directions.  A  lai^  carem  under  an  eztra- 
ordinary  peak  is  the  feTOurite  resort  of  myriads  of 
beautiful  sea-birds,  with  daik  plumage  and  a  snowy 
crown.     They  build  their  nests  against  the  rock. 

It  was  fortunate  we  had  been  able  to  reach  so  good 
a  place,  where  we  might  loiter  for  the  recovery 
of  health.  It  was  indeed  absolutely  necessary  for 
all, — and  especially  the  engineers, — to  regain  their 
strength  before  we  started  on  a  long  voyage  to  Ascen- 
sion. It  was  hoped  that  all  our  serious  cases  had 
terminated  favourably,  but  one  poor  young  man, 
William  AUford,  who  bad  many  relapses,  after  lingering 
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Bereral  dajB,  died  this  monung ;  the  others,  hoverer, 
required  bat  rest,  and  a  little  prudence  in  tiie  use  of 
t^eir  returning  strength  and  appetite.  Althoagh  ve 
made  considerable  advance  in  getting  the  ship  in 
order,  ire  irere  obliged  to  use  mach  caution,  as  aereral 
men,  eren  'vith  gentle  vork  and  slight  exertion, 
had  become  ill  again,  though  it  vas  principally  ague, 
to  Thich  all  who  had  the  remittent  fisTer  vere 
subject. 

Sunday,  October  3Ut. — While  we  were  at  divine 
service  an  American  barque  stood  in  towards  the 
roads,  bat  took  no  farther  notice  of  us  than  to  tbow 
her  colouTB.  A  few  of  the  convalescent  were  allowed 
to  go  on  shore  for  a  little  exercise ;  bat  some  of  them 
proved  unworthy  of  the  indulgence  by  staying  all 
night,  at  the  imminent  risk  of  relapse,  as  they  got 
drunk  upon  palm  wine ;  which,  though  a  very  whole- 
some beverage  when  fresh,  is  pernicious  when  it  has 
begun  to  ferment.  With  all  the  cue  that  could  be 
taken,  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  natives  from 
bringing  it  under  the  bows  at  night  for  sale. 

We  witnessed  part  of  a  funeral  ceremony  for  a 
woman  who  had  died  the  evening  before ;  though  being 
engaged  with  magnetic  observations  we  lost  the  begin- 
ning. AU  the  people  were  found  assembled  in  a  semi- 
circle at  the  front  of  a  house,  singing,  or  rather  screech- 
ing, most  hideously.  A  man  in  the  middle  poised 
a  cross  at  least  twenty  feet  high,  which  was  rather  a 
difiGcuIt  performance,  fra*,  being  as  thin  as  a  lath,  it 
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required  the  greatest  dexterity  to  prevent  it  from 
bending,  which  would  hare  ineritablj  caused  it  to  fall. 
He  was  surroimded  by  a  circle  of  old  women,  selected, 
one  wonid  imagine,  for  their  extreme  ngliness,  with 
long  cloths  over  their  heads,  fiutened  tmder  the  chin, 
and  hanging  down  their  backs.  Orer  these  they  wore 
lai^  wreaths  of  green  leaves,  and  they  waved  branches 
in  their  hands  as  they  shuffled  about,  to  the  sound  of 
drums  and  their  own  discordant  voices.  Nevertheless, 
they  looked  very  picturesque,  and  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  cross, — ^which  was  apptu^otly  the  object  of  their 
adoration, — the  ceremony  might  have  been  taken  for 
the  remains  of  some  Pagan  rites  established  by  Hanno 
the  Oarthaginian,  t/he  ever  touched  her^  whereof  his 
Periplus  leaves  no  record:  it  bore,  however,  evident 
marks  of  being  a  mixture  of  Fetichism  with  Christi- 
anity. When  the  singers  had  come  to  the  end  of  their 
dismal  strophes  the  cross-bearer  let  fall  the  symbol  of 
onr  faith  into  the  hands  of  several  men  standing  ready 
to  receive  it.  The  wreaths  and  garlands  were  all  col- 
lected, and  deposited  in  the  church.  The  drummers, 
five  in  number,  then  led  the  procession  to  the  defunct's 
house,  which  every  person  made  it  a  duty  to  visit 
We  complied  with  the  custom  by  accompanying  the 
Gbvranor,  Tom  Joe.  The  house  was  in  very  neat 
order,  bat  not  much  lumbered  with  furniture,  either 
useful  or  useless.  A  woman  stood  inside  to  receive 
the  visitors.  This  was  the  only  religious  ceremony  we 
witnessed,  though  it  could  be  seen  from  the  vessel  that 
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they  had  respers  regularlj,  at  which  thej  carried 
torches.  The  Padre  b^ed  Terj  hard  for  candles  for 
the  seirice  of  the  altar.  The  church  is  about  one  hun- 
dred feet  long.  In  a  sort  of  Ladj  Ohapel,  or  sacriaty, 
at  the  end,  behind  the  high  altar,  the  priest  keeps  his 
books  and  restments,  vhich  are  neither  Toluminous  nor 
costly.  In  addition  to  the  high  altar,  on  vhich  were  some 
decayed  vooden  candlesticks,  formerly  gilded,  and  a 
rade  figure  of  the  Yu^in,  there  is  a  small  altar  on  each 
nde.  The  edifice  is  built  of  vood  and  shingle,  with 
the  natund  earth  for  a  pavement,  and  differs  but  little, 
except  in  siz^  &om  the  dwelling-houses.  A  building 
of  more  pretension  formerly  stood  in  its  -vicinity, 
whidi  was  built  by  white  men  for  the  residence  of 
the  priests.  The  only  vestiges  now  remaining  are 
two  squared  stone  door-posts,  which  are  still  erect, 
uid  would  lead  to  the  supposition  that  they  formed 
the  adit  to  a  respectable  dwelling  of  which,  indeed, 
ihs  foundations  may  be  traced.  Our  informant,  the 
present  jTTtma^,  took  a  moumfid  pleasure  in  describing 
the  former  splendour  and  extent  of  the  high  priest's 
cook-house,  hen-house,  and  pi^;ery.  The  period  of 
this  prosperity  was,  however,  so  remote  that  an  old 
man  told  us  it  was  before  his  father's  time.  Tradition 
said  that  a  white  priest,  with  a  long  white  beard,  had 
stayed  with  the  islanders  about  four  moons.  He  then 
went  to  lisboQ,  and  after  a  long  interval  another  came, 
who,  like  his  predecessor,  remained  but  four  moons. 
Since  then  the  poor  people  have  been  constantly  look- 
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ing  in  rain  for  Bpiritoal  guidea.  They  arc  left  to  a 
native  Padre,  who  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  veil 
acquainted  with  the  tmths  of  Ohristianitj,  even  as  left 
by  the  short  tuition  of  their  first  pastors ;  it  is  not 
sorptising  therefore,  that  these  simple  people  hare  not 
preserred  the  religion,  thus  imperfectly  taught  them, 
free  frx)m  the  usages  of  their  pagan  ancestors. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  and  there 
are  many  chapels  in  different  parts  of  the  island  con- 
secrated to  saints.  Through  the  main  street  is  a  line 
of  crosses.  The  fairest  field  is  here  open  to  the  Pro- 
testant missionary,  who  would  find,  instead  of  the 
hatred  and  contempt  which  is  widely  spread  by 
Mahomedans  in  Africa,  a  predisposition  at  leasts  and 
a  reneratioQ  for  the  principal  dogmas  of  his  own 
belief.  A  judicious  teacher  would  have  no  difficulty 
in  leading  the  half  Ohristianized  natives  to  the  more 
simple  worship  of  the  Protestant  faith ;  while  he 
might  prove  his  desire  of  befriending  them  by  attend- 
ing to  their  temporal  wants,  and  introducing  improve- 
ments on  customs,  to  which  they  are  wedded  by  long 
use,  instead  of  endeavouring  to  bring  about  sudden 
revolutions  in  their  method  of  seeing  and  doing  things. 
For  instance — a  very  great  blessing  might  be  con- 
ferred on  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  by  shewing 
them  how,  with  a  very  Uttie  trouble,  they  might  procure 
abundance  of  water  all  the  year  round,  instead  of  hav- 
ing to  send  for  it  to  the  lake,  which  is  situated  about 
800  feet  above  them,  and  to  which  the  road  is  so 
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steep,  that  this  moat  Qecessary  article  in  domestic 
economy  is  onlj  brought  dovn  io  small  quantities  by 
children,  vfao  take  as  many  cocoa-nats  fall  of  it  as 
they  can  carry  in  a  basket  on  the  head. 

The  government  appears  to  be  an  oligarchy,  rested 
— as  far  as  we  could  learn,  from  the  Tery  imperfect 
Bngtiah  vhidi  is  spoken — in  fire  persons,  vho,  by 
toniB,  "take  a  spell,"  as  they  call  it,  in  the  berth  of 
Gtovemor,  The  tenure  of  office  ia  not  for  life, — nor 
for  any  term  of  years, — nor  at  the  will  or  pleasure  of 
any  despot,  -whether  regal  or  the  sorereign  people, — it 
is  not  in  fact,  regulated  on  any  known  c^de  or  prin- 
dple,  usually  adopted  in  other  communities.  But  it 
is  perhaps  the  most  fioctnating  and  uncertain  method 
that  could  be  derised,  though  founded  on  the  recur- 
rence of  an  event  vhich  all  most  anzioudy  looked  for, 
— namely,  the  arriTal  of  ships.  To  record  these  would 
be  a  compendium  of  their  history,  chronology,  physi- 
cal and  moral  phenomena, — the  end  and  object  of  all 
thdr  prayers  and  religious  aspirations. 

They  think  that  tiie  greatest  good  that  GK>d  can 
confer  on  them,  is  to  send  ships,  firom  which  alone  they 
can  hope  for  all  their  supplies,  having  nothing  within 
themselTes  except  the  natural  productions  of  the 
island — the  live  stock, — which,  like  themselyes,  increase 
uid  multiply  by  the  general  law  of  nature,  without 
any  care  being  taken  to  improve  such  resources.  This 
total  dependence  on  the  liberaHty  of  ships  they  do 
not  fful  to  put  before  you  in  the  strongest  terms  in 
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the  catalogae  of  their  iranta.  Thus  the  chief  magis- 
-  trate  holds  office  during  the  period  of  the  amTal  of 
ten  fihipB.  He  is  attended  bj  his  mate,  his  boatsrain, 
and  his  steward,  vho  all  participate  in  the  adrantages 
accruing  from  each  erents,  and  thej  hold  their  situa- 
tions on  the  same  terms  as  their  patron.  But  whether 
the;  have  anj  other  pririlege  or  jarisdiction,  it  was 
impossible  to  learn  with  certainty.  The  ez-CK>Temor  is 
called  Joh,  that  is,  "  finished,"  according  to  their  ex- 
planation. The  Gk)Tenior  Job  of  om-  epodi  lost  his 
office  in  consequence  of  the  wreck  of  a  ship.  But 
whether  that  was  his  tenth  arrival,  or  whether  it  was 
looked  npoD  as  an  untoward  event,  or  more  likelj  as 
being  equivalent  to  several  arrivals,  we  could  not 
learn.  It  is  however  very  difficult  to  obtain  any 
information,  as  they  speak  English  perhaps  more  im- 
perfectly than  any  who  have  equal  intercourse ;  and 
though  they  appear  to  use  the  Portuguese  language 
with  more  fluency,  it  is  most  likely  a  patois  mixed  up 
of  Portuguese  and  the  language  or  languages  of  their 
ancestors,  as  they  were  doubtless  slaves  of  various 
nations  placed  here  by  the  Portuguese.  We  could 
not  learn  that  more  than  one  dialect  was  spoken  in  the 
island  ;  all  the  answers  obtained  referred  to  the  same 
object — namely,  their  poverty,  which  was  an  explana- 
tion for  everything,  and  a  reason  for  not  satisfying 
our  curiosity  on  any  other  subject  They  always  re- 
verted to  the  palpable  truism,  "  Annobon  poor  fellow, 
no  hare  shirt,  no  have  trouwsa." 
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The  Uywn  is  fitraggUng,  fonned  in  irregulAr  streets 
or  lanes  of  detached  huts,  withoat  gardens  or  en- 
doanres  of  aaj  kind.  The  principal  one,  hoverer, 
is  toleiahlj  straight,  and  leads  through  the  tovn 
to  the  church,  haring  crosses  planted  at  interrals. 
Judging  from  the  number  of  men  'who  came  alongside 
in  the  canoes,  and  vho  comprised  probahlj  ttro-thirds 
of  the  males,  it  maj  contain  about  three  thousand 
inhabitants.  There  are  also  villages  at  Santa  Omz, 
in  the  raUeys  of  St  John  and  St.  Peter,  and  at 
the  other  parts  of  the  island;  these  are  bat  few, 
small,  and  perhaps  only  occasional  residences,  as  we 
nnderstood  that  nearlj  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
island  have  houses  at  the  metropolis,  to  which  thej 
resort  on  the  arriral  of  a  ship,  so  that  we  saw 
the  majoritj'  of  the  populatdou  of  the  island  assem- 
bled to  reap  the  benefit  of  our  aniTal.  Onr  friend, 
Governor  "Tom  Joe,"  claims  superiority  over  alL 
They  admitted  that  slave-ressels  had  often  touched 
there  for  supply  of  fi^sh  provisiouB,  and  that  their 
visits  were  very  lucrative ;  but  latterly,  some  of  their 
counttymen  had  been  forcibly  carried  off  while  trad- 
ing alongside,  and  they  now  feared  to  have  any 
communication  with  wretches,  who  respect  no  law 
human  or  divine,  where  thdir  vile  interests  are  con- 
cerned. As  a  means  of  protecting  themselves  against 
any  future  attempt,  the  natives  were  anxious  to  pur- 
chase fire-arms,  as  well  as  powder  and  shot.  The 
few  who  possess  muskets  are  very  fond  of  shooting 
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guinea-fowl,  of  vliich  they  procure  great  nnmbers; 
t^ing  care  to  vatch  for  them  late  in  the  evening 
at  earlj  dawn,  when  they  are  congregated  in  flocks 
OD  the  trees,  and  when  one  shot  will  perhaps 
secure  three  or  more  birds. 

To  an  English  sportsman,  goinea-fowl  shooting  is  fall 
of  amusement;  the  only  drawback  is  the  heat  of  the  cli- 
mate ;  but  even  at  Annobon  we  enjojed  it  very  much. 
As  soon  as  the  son  has  fairly  risen  abore  the  hori- 
sson,  tike  birds,  which  had  previously  been  perching  in 
the  woods,  come  ont  into  the  long  grass  to  enjoy  the 
subdued  heat,  and  obtain  insects.  They  are  generally 
in  covejB  of  from  six  to  twelve,  and  until  the  after- 
noon, lie  very  close,  so  that  it  is  often  possible  to  get 
within  a  tolerable  distance  of  them.  On  first  rising, 
they  get  np  with  a  whirr,  louder  that  that  of  black- 
cock, so  startling  as  almost  to  nnnerve  the  sportsman 
in  taking  aim ;  bat  if  successful,  how  pleased  is  he 
to  see  one,  perh^s  two  or  three  of  these  noble  birds 
fall,  the  gnty  and  ^>otted  feathers  floating  lightiy 
in  the  air.  Hie  plumage  is  richer,  and  the  birds 
themselves  larger,  than  the  domesticated  guinea-foTrl ; 
and  certainly  the  flavour  of  those  we  shot  at  Anno- 
bon for  exceeded  all  Jlln^ish  game.  Sev^al  of  our 
invalids  who  were  so  weak,  that  they  could  scarce 
touch  food,  decUred  that  the  very  odonr  of  the  roast 
guinea-fowl  acted  as  a  tonic,  and  restored  the  ap- 
petite. 

November  ith. — We  made  up  a  party  and  landed 
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at  daylight  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  little  eicorsioD 
to  the  lake  on  the  smnmit  of  the  island.  The  path 
vaa  at  first  tolerably  good.  Several  chapels  vere 
passed,  in  one  of  vhich  ve  took  shelter  from  a  shower 
finding  it  most  conTeniently  open ;  indeed  it  seemed 
to  be  more  used  as  a  h^-way  honae  than  aa  a 
place  of  Torahip.  A  large  party  of  natives  vho  vere 
going  to  fetch  palm-urine  from  the  moantain,  or  vater 
from  the  lake,  also  took  advantage  of  it,  but  more 
probably  from  a  desire  to  see  lu,  and  obtain  some 
little  gift  than  from  fetu'  of  the  rain. 

ToTuds  the  npper  part  of  the  bill,  ve  passed 
several  enclosures  of  cassada,. cotton,  sogar-cane,  &c., 
neatly  fenced  oS.  After  rather  more  than  an  hour's 
walk,  ve  arrived  at  the  beautifiil  little  circular  lake, 
situated  about  737  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
according  to  Commander  Allen's  measurement  with 
Hk  mountain  barometer,  which  was,  however,  but  an 
approximation.  This  has  evidently  been  the  crater 
of  an  extinct  volcano.  It  is  surrounded  on  all  sides 
by  a  high  ridge,  except  where  it  dediues  towards  the 
north,  marking  the  point  of  exit  of  the  streams  of  lava 
vhidi  flowed  towards  the  sea  during  the  activity  of 
the  uicient  volcano,  and  where  now  the  water  which 
has  oocnpied  its  place  overflows  in  the  rainy  season. 
The  lake  was  now  at  Ha  lowest,  bo  that  no  water 
passed  over,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  who 
have  DO  other  supply,  were  obliged  to  send  up  for  it 
every  morning.     We  saw  a  picturesque  group  of  boys 
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and  girls,  filling  their  cocoa-nntB,  enjoying  the  luxury 
of  a  long  draught,  and  vashing  theniselvea  at  the 
same  time.  We  preferred  going  a  fev  yards  fmiher 
off  to  slake  our  thirst  in  the  cool  vater.  A  bold  peak 
of  trachyte,  "  Pico  massa  fina,"  rises  on  the  opposite 
side  to  600  feet  above  the  lake,  and  1337  above  the 
sea,  as  ve  afterwards  ascertained  by  going  up  the 
ridge  till  the  peak  vaa  brought  on  with  the  horizontal 
line,  as  ve  did  not  attempt  its  steep  and  dangerous 
ascent.    It  has  three  crosses  erected  on  the  summit. 

The  valk  round  the  lake  is  highly  romantic  and 
picturesque.  A  steep  path  brought  us  to  the  ridge  on 
the  south-east  side,  irhich  commands  an  almost  bound- 
less horizon  from  north-ireet  to  south-east,  a  beautiful 
Tiew  orer  the  lake  on  one  hand,  and  on  the  other 
■we  looked  down  on  the  Tale  of  St.  John  and  its  little 
bay,  vhere  the  *  Wilberforce'  had  jost  arrired  to  com- 
plete her  water.  While  we  looked  down  on  her  we 
could  not  see  the  men  on  the  decks,  and  nothing  that 
conld  fonn  a  standard  bj  which  any  person  not  ac- 
quainted with  her  dimensions  oould  form  an  estimate 
of  them,  so  mnch  was  our  little  ship  reduced  by  dis- 
tance and  the  density  of  the  medium  through  which 
e^e  was  seen  slowly,  almost  imperceptibly,  slipping 
orer  t^e  blue  surface  of  the  element  on  which  she 
floated  to  her  anchorage. 

The  boundary  of  sky  and  water  was  hardly  dis- 
distinguiahable ;  many  clouds  far  bdow  us  appeared 
to  be  floating  on  the  water.    On  the  other  side  n»e 
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the  highest  moantamoos  ridges  of  the  island,  more 
thaa  a  thousand  feet  ahove  us,  corered  -with  beautiful 
vood.  We  tried  to  reach  the  loftiest  part  of  the 
ridge  surrounding  the  lake,  to  the  great  dismay  of 
GoTemor  "  Tom  Joe,"  who  declared  that  nobody  could 
pass  that  iraj ;  it  was  Tery  narrow,  and  steep  on  both 
sides.  We  sav  some  wild  pigeons  in  the  woods,  but 
they  would  not  come  near  enough  to  be  shot. 

After  a  good  breakfast  under  the  shade  of  a  huge 
fantastic  rock  we  descended  to  the  Tale  of  St.  John, 
OTer  ground  which  is  capable  of  cultivation,  being 
naturally  clear  for  a  considerable  extent,  and  with 
apparently  good  soil.  The  Datives  hare  a  few  plan- 
tations of  casaada  lower  down.  We  saw  farm- 
houses scattered  about,  and  a  neat  little  white-washed 
chapeL 

At  our  last  resting  place,  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Talley,  we  enjoyed  a  deliciously  cool  rill,  under  the 
shade  of  palm-trees ;  the  arching  and  intersecting  ribs 
of  which  formed  a  more  exact  representation  of  the 
gothic  arch  than  any  of  the  types  that  have  been 
imagined  by  architects  to  be  the  original  of  that 
gracefial  style.  Nothing  could  be  more  perfect  than 
what  we  then  had  before  us.  Vistas  in  all  directions 
might  be  compared  to  the  long  aisle  or  nave  of  a 
cathedral;  and  though  the  willow  or  other  trees  in 
the  cold  climates,  where  tWs  style  of  architecture  pre- 
dominates, may  really  have  given  the  first  idea  of  it, 
the  r^lar  course  of  the  stout  rib  in  the  immense 
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leaves  of  the  palm-tree  fonns  by  Tarious  iDtersections 
arches  of  the  most  perfect  symmetry. 


There  is  a  little  stream  in  the  bottom  of  the  valley 
vhich  perhaps  would  give  sufficient  power  for  sav- 
mille.  We  however  could  not  make  it  available  for 
supplying  us  with  water,  as  the  surf  was  too  great  for 
the  boats  to  approach  near  enough. 

We  returned  to  the  *  Wilberforce'  in  the  afternoon, 
very  much  delighted  with  our  little  excursion  over  the 
mountain ;  and  although  we  had  the  full  power  of  the 
sun  in  descending  the  valley,  the  heat  was  not  op- 
pressive. 

November  5ih. — The  vessel  was  moved  to  the  next 
bay,  called  St.  Peter's,  where  the  boats  were  able  to 
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lie  close  to  the  beach,  and  hj  leading  a  hose  from  the 
little  riralet,  the  vater  vas  eaailj  pumped  into  the 
barricoea  vithout  landiag  them. 

This  bay  ie  subject  to  frequent  and  vaiiahle  puffs 
of  vind,  and  as  the  anchorage  is  close  to  the  shore, 
great  care  should  be  taken  not  to  "  foul  the  anchor ;" 
being  very  "steep-to"  a  Tessel  would  be  on  the 
rocks  before  another  could  be  dropped.  The  cliffa, 
bold  and  beautifii],  are  intersected  hy  numerous 
basaltic  Teias.  The  Talley  is  richlj  wooded,  and 
appears  to  be  much  more  diversified  than  even  that 
of  St.  John's,  which  we  so  mach  admired.  The 
mountuns  on  the  south  side  rise  perpendicularly  from 
the  sea  in  a  pyramidal  form. 

Haling  completed  our  water,  we  sailed  in  the 
afternoon  for  the  Island  of  Ascension,  after  eight 
days  passed  most  agreeably  at  this  interesting  little 
island,  which  will  always  be  a  bright  spot  in  our 
recollection;  as,  although  we  had  lost  one  man  her^ 
— the  last, — who  was  originally  of  a  very  weakly  con- 
stitution,—and  had  suffered  sereral  relapses, — yet 
all  the  others  rapidly  recovered  their  health  and 
spirits.  The  weather,  with  the  eiception  of  a  little 
rain,  was  uninterruptedly  fin^  and  the  temperature 
not  only  agreeable,  but  every  one  seemed  to  feel  a 
consciousness  that  exposure  to  the  sun  would  not  be 
so  injurious  as  we  had  hitherto  found  it  to  be.  We 
coasted  along  this  bright  isle,  opening  a  succession  of 
little  valleys,  with  fine  outlines  of  steep  mountains, 
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richly  clothed  vith  wood.  One  especially,  presenting 
a  perpendicular  face  to  the  sea,  was  of  very  singular 
and  beautifid  form;  being  pyramidal,  with  tapering 
pinnacles  of  rock  rising  erect  firom  the  slopes  on 
either  side,  like  those  of  Milan  Cathedral,  while  erery 
ledge  and  crevice  gare  nourishment  to  a  rich  luxuri- 
ance of  parasitical  and  other  foliage,  and  the  precipi- 
tous surfaces  were  tinged  with  every  variety  of  colour. 
Little  Tillages  appeared  nestled  in  fertile  spots,  bnt 
th^e  were  few,  and  sometimes  only  guessed  at  by  the 
gracefully  curling  smoke;  the  greater  part  of  the 
population  of  the  island  being  then  at  the  capital. 

Four  rocky  islets,  south  of  the  island,  are  the  resort 
of  numerous  sea-birds.  After  passing  these,  we  gave 
our  last  farewell  to  Annobone*.  The  breeze  was 
fresh  from  sonth-west,  with  some  rain.  We  steered 
head  to  wind,  in  order  to  get  sufficient  soothing 
to  enable  us,  when  we  should  fall  in  with  the  trade- 
winds,  to  fetch  the  Island  of  Ascension.  This  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  at  all  times,  but  especially  to  a 
Teasel  constructed  like  ours,  which  cotdd  only  make  a 
passage  under  sail,  with  a  rery  faronrable  wind;  since, 
from  the  want  of  a  keel  fore  and  aft,  she  made  lee- 
way on  every  point.    The  fuel  could  not  be  expected, — 


*  This  "  bri^t  ial^  waa  disoovered  in  I?43  b7  the  FortogneM,  and 
aam«d  from  the  new  year.  It  is  the  emalleet  and  oatennoet  of  those 
elevated  hy  the  line  of  volcanic  action  in  a  direction  Bonth-vesterly 
from  the  Camoroon  Mountain,  and  tma  abruptly  from  a  deep  8«a  to 
about  three  thouaand  feet. 
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vithoat  strict  ecoDomj, — ^to  last  such  a  distance,  more 
than  1200  miles,  and  the  danger  of  miasing  the  island, 
Tfhich  has  occorred  to  Tcsaeb  of  better  sailing  qaa- 
litiea,  was  therefore  much  increased  vith  tu.  In  such 
case  the  only  thing  vould  be  to  ran  for  Fernambnco, 
on  the  coast  of  South  America. 

The  vood  ve  had  obtained  from  the  vreck  vaa 
hardly  worth  the  room  it  took  npon  deck,  as  it  lasted 
in  fact,  bat  one  day,  and  ve  had  to  commence  on  our 
coals,  of  which  we  had  eighty-four  tons, — about  enough 
for  ten  days. 

The  weather  was  beautifid  on  this  agreeable  little 
Toyage,  with  refreshing  breezes ;  and  the  nights  were 
remarkably  clear,  so  that  the  stars  rose  and  set  with 
great  distinctness,  being  visible  till  almost  touching 
the  apparent  horizon. 

Those  who  had  not  been  in  southern  latitudes 
before,  were  gratified  by  the  sight  of  the  Magellan 
douds. 

On  the  7th  November,  we  passed  Dr.  Brewster's 
"Wann  Meridian,"  bat  the  temperature  was  nnex- 
pectedly  cool  The  thermometer  was  seldom  higher 
than  750,  and  sometimes  during  the  night  it  felt  even 
cold  ;  at  least  to  ns  who  had  been  long  subject  to  the 
heat  of  Africa,  a  temperature  of  69",  waa  rather 
lower  than  agreeable. 

November  litk. — About  twenty  meteors  only  were 
seen  during  the  past  ni^t,  though  this  was  about  the 
time  when  they  are  expected  to  be  moat  numerous ; 
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thej  vere  obseired  generally  at  an  eleration  of  about 
70°  towarde  the  west,  and  shooting  in  tliat  direction. 

A  series  of  magnetic  obseirations  were  carried  on 
dailj  at  the  same  place, — the  akjlight  of  the  cabin; 
and  though  from  t^e  Teasel  being  of  iron,  tfaej  will  be 
Bnbject  to  Tery  great  errors;  still  it  vas  considered, 
that  if  an  approximation  to  the  tmth  can  be  obtained 
hj  eliminating  these,  the  expenments  will  be  interest- 
ing none  having  been  prenouslj  made  in  this  r^on. 

We  were  constantly  deceired  by  supposed  indi- 
cations of  the  trade-wind,  which  did  not  come  to 
DOT  aid  except  partially,  till  we  were  very  near  the 
termination  of  the  voyage.  The  current  also  did  but 
little  for  us. 

Ab  we  proceeded,  the  reverberating  noise  of  our 
paddle-wheels  disturbed  &om  their  element  large 
shoals  of  the  flying  fish,  or  Sironddle  de  Mer  of  the 
French, — one  of  the  most  interesting  and  beautiful  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  deep,  met  with  in  the  warm 
latitudes.  The  symmetry  of  its  body — the  long  and 
widely-expansive  pectoral  fins — the  bright  polished- 
looking  operculum,  and  fine  blue  and  silver  tints, 
make  its  examination  a  pleasing  pastime  to  the 
naturalist,  when,  as  often  happens,  it  is  allured  by  the 
light  to  fly  on  board.  Notwithstanding  their  longer 
and  more  frequent  contact  with  air  than  any  other 
fish,  they  survive  the  shortest  period  when  kept  out  of 
water.  About  fifteen  yards  is  a  usual  distance  at  each 
emersion  from  the  sea,  but  they  sometimes  accomplisb 
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as  many  as  forty  yarda,  if  the  crest  of  some  inter- 
mediate wave  ofiera  a  aev  starting  place.  The  smaller 
ones  generally  move  in  sboab,  while  the  laige  fish  and 
those  of  greatest  tenacity  out  of  the  briny  element,  are 
often  solitary.     The  flavour  of  these  latter  is  good. 

Wednesday,  November  17th. — The  distant  riew  of 
Ascension  gives  rise  to  pleasurable  emotions,  -which 
unfortunately  are  not  confirmed  by  a  nearer  approach. 
Perhaps  the  weary  voyager  has  been  looking  during 
weelcs  or  months  for  "  some  green  spot  to  rest  upon," 
and  hails  anything  in  the  shape  of  terrdjirmd,  but  the 
nearer  he  comes  to  the  land  of  promise,  the  less  he 
finds  to  draw  forth  his  admiration  or  reward  his 
hopes.  All  the  lower  part  is  cinder, — brown  scori- 
aceouB  cinder, — ^with  scarce  a  blade  of  grass,  or  other 
sign  of  straying  vegetation  :  True,  afar  off,  one 
little  spot  is  adorned  with  verdure,  and  called  par 
excellence  "the  green  mountain ;"  bat  nowhere  else  can 
the  eye  fix  on  a  pleasing,  promising,  feature;  being 
withoDt  a  trace  of  that  luroriance  of  nature  which  is 
inseparably  connected  ia  the  mind  with  intertropical 
scenery.  It  presents  one  wide  arid  waste,  which  would 
seem  to  threaten  to  dry  up  all  hnman  feeling.  It  is 
not  snrprifdng,  therefore,  that  some  of  our  fair  country- 
women should  have  shed  tears  on  lauding,  and  seeing 
the  inhospitable  nature  of  the  place  in  which  they 
were  to  pass  some  years  of  their  life.  It  is  however 
surprising,  but  no  less  true,  that  they  shed  more 
tears  at  leaving  the  island,  where  they  had  passed 
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manj  happy,  instead  of  weary  dajs,  oving  to  the 
trolj  paternal  goTemment  of  the  Ute  excellent  and 
much  lamented  Captain  Bate,  R.M.,  aided  by  their 
ovu  amiable  and  cheerM  diBpoBitiona;  so  true  it  ia 
that  the  milk  of  human  kindness  can  deck  even  a 
desert  vith  a  smiling  aspect.  Many  vill  look  back 
with  pleasurable  and  grateful  feelings  to  that  period, — 
long  before  the  time  of  our  present  visit, — ^with  which 
no  such  agreeable  recollections  can  be  associated. 

Wednesday,  November  17th. — We  anchored  in  the 
roads  of  ABcension,  and  lost  no  time  in  commencing 
OUT  refitting,  in  order  to  be  ready  by  the  first  day  of 
January  to  return  to  the  coast,  according  to  the 
orders  of  Captain  Trotter. 

Fortunately  all  the  officers  and  men  had  noT 
recovered  their  health ;  thanks  to  the  pure  breeze  of 
the  aouthern  ocean,  and  especially  imder  Ood's  mercy, 
to  the  beautifiil  Isle  of  Annobone,  truly  a  bright  ^ot 
"  to  memory  dear." 

Onr  first  care  vas  to  dean  the  ship  thoroughly,  and 
particularly  the  holds.  The  powder  in  the  magazine 
was  found  to  be  so  damp,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
land  it  to  be  dried  at  the  block-house.  A  part  of  the 
ventilating  apparatus  called  the  purificator, — a  large 
iron  tank, — having  proved  to  be  totally  inefficient  for 
the  purpose  intended  by  the  talented  contriver,  and 
being  also  exceedingly  cumbersome, — occupying  a  laige 
and  inconvenient  portion  of  the  deck, — it  was  landed 
to  answer  the  purpose  of  a  water-tank,  and  in  that 
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capacity  wiU  no  doubt  be  foand  rery  useM  on  the 
island  where  vater  can  only  be  had  by  such  economy. 
As  no  boat  woold  hold  this  large  machine  the  aper- 
tnres  vere  stopped,  and  it  was  floated  on  shore,  and 
seen  on  ita  passage  from  tiie  top  of  the  mountain,  it 
looked  like  a  floating  omnibus. 

In  condemning  so  int^ral  a  portion  of  the  costly 
rentilating  apparatus,  it  may  appear  paradoxical  to  say 
that  the  theory  iras  good,  but  that  we  found  it  in  the 
'  Wilberforce'  to  be  of  no  perceirable  benefit  in  Bupply- 
ing  improved  air  to  the  people.  To  cany  out  the 
principle  to  ito  foil  extent,  all  apertures  except  those  of 
the  '  pnrificatOT' — about  eighteen  inches  in  diameter — 
on^t  to  have  been  closed,  so  as  to  suffer  no  air  to 
approach  the  many  lungs  which  were  gasping  for  it, 
except  what  had  passed  through  the  medicating 
substances.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  a  sufficient 
quantity  could  have  been  transmitted  by  these  means 
it  might  haTO  been  deprired  of  much  of  its  noxious 
nature;  but  the  wind-sails  which  were  intended  to 
bring  the  air  Irom  the  eloration  of  the  mast-heads 
were  never  ermi  inflated  by  the  force  of  the  fanners. 
This  method,  called  the  plenum  impulse,  was  found 
in  the  '  Wilberforce'  to  have  merely  the  effect  of  com- 
pressing the  stagnant  and  deteriorated  ur  into  all  the 
remote  extremities  and  comers  of  the  ship ;  bnt  the  re- 
verse procras, — iho  vacuum  which  was  always  used  in 
the  Niger  after  the  faUuie  of  the  other  was  aBcertained, 
— performed  at  least  the  good  office  of  extracting  it; 
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b;  which  meaoB  a  alight  circulation  was  kept  up  of 
snch  fresh  air  as  could  be  procured. 

In  such  a  climate  active  ventilatioD  is  of  the  hi^est 
importance ;  in  order  therefore  to  improve  it  as  much  aa 
possible,  and  to  remedy  the  pecuharitj  of  cooatructioQ 
in  our  vesseb  where  the  free  passage  of  air  was  cut  off 
hy  the  water-tight  compartments.  Captain  W.  Allen 
dedded  on  making  openings  through  these,  whereby  a 
consUuit  current  was  obtained,  from  the  lower  deck — 
occupied  by  the  ship's  company — ^through  the  mid- 
shipmen's berth  to  the  engine-room,  to  the  manifest 
advantage  and  relief  of  all,  especially  the  stokers ; 
great  care  was  however  taken  that  these  apertures 
fdiould  be  at  such  an  elevation  as  not  to  inteifere 
with  the  advantages  proposed  in  having  those  parti- 
ijons,  namely,  to  secure  the  ship  against  the  dangers  of 
striking  on  a  rocL  We  had  also  as  an  auxiliary  to 
the  ventilator  an  apparatus  for  the  purpose  of  heating 
and  drying  the  lur  to  be  transmitted.  This  was  found 
to  be  much  more  easily  and  simply  effected,  by  taking 
off  a  part  of  the  covers  of  the  fanners,  whidi  then 
diffused  from  the  engine-room  very  dry  air,  and  of 
high  temperature.  Some  other  alterations  and  im- 
provements gave  us  a  clear  deck  fore  and  aft. 

At  Anoobone  it  had  been  intimated  that  the  men, 
having  suffered  so  much  from  the  fever  of  the  Niger, 
would  generally  apply,  on  our  arrival  at  Ascension,  to 
be  invalided;  as,  being  then  in  some  degree  still  under 
the  influence  of  it,  they  dreaded  a  return  to  the  river. 
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No  notice  vas  taken  of  this  at  the  time ;  bot  vhen  an 
opportonity  offered  of  getting  volunteerB  from  mer- 
chant-ahips  on  the  passage  home,  a  few  obnoziotui 
cbaracters  vere  taken  at  their  vord,  and  exchanged, 
mnch  to  their  discomfitore,  as  thej  had  then  recovered, 
and  wished  to  stay.  The  remaining  men  were  con- 
finned  in  their  attachment  to  the  ship,  by  getting  rid 
of  the  black  sheep. 

On  the  7th  December,  the  day  after  the  departure 
of  H.  U.  brig  '  Wanderer,'  Oi^)tain  the  Hon.  Joseph 
Denman,  a  melancholy  event  occurred  that  cast  a 
gloom  over  the  little  society  in  the  ishmd,  very  mnch 
deranged  our  operations,  and  put  us  to  much  incon- 
venience,  which  would  hare  been  obviated  had  it 
taken  place  daring  the  stay  of  Oaptain  Denman,  who 
was  seniw  officer  on  this  part  of  the  station.  As  the 
ccanmandant  of  the  island,  Oaptain  Bennett,  R.M.  was 
reading  to  his  wife  in  the  evening,  he  suddenly,  without 
nttmog  a  sound,  fell  from  his  chair,  dead  before  he 
reached  the  floor  I     He  was  much  regretted. 

So  many  repairs  and  alterations  were  required  to  be 
done  ^t  it  was  impossible  to  get  the  *  Wilberforce' 
ready  by  the  Ist  of  January,  1842,  according  to  Cap- 
tain Trotter's  direction.  We  should  have  been  pre- 
pared to  sail  for  the  coast  of  Africa  by  the  7th  of  that 
month ;  but  it  was  fortunate  we  were  detained,  for  on 
the  5th,  H.M.  Brig  *  Buzzard'  arrived  with  the  melan- 
choly intelligence  that  the  'Albert'  had  returned  to 
Fernando  Po,  with  all  her  crew  dangerously  ill  with 
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fever.  Thej  had  been  immediatelj  landed  at  the 
hospital.  There  Commander  Bird  Allen,  'with  several 
officers  and  men  had  fallen  a  sacrifif^  to  their  zeal  in 
braving  to  the  utmost  the  dimate  of  the  fatal  river. 
In  fact,  the  vessel  and  her  crew  vere  only  saved  from 
great  risk  of  destraction  bj  the  timelj  meeting  of  Mr. 
Beecroft,  in  the  '  Ethiope,*  vho  brought  them  safely  to 
Fernando  Fo.  She  had  been  conducted  as  far  as  the 
point  where  her  deliverer  was  mel^  by  the  idmoat 
superhuman  exertion  of  Doctors  McWilliam  and 
Stanger;  but  it  was  not  possible  that  their  unaided 
strength  could  hare  lasted  much  longer.  Captain 
Trotter  was  reported  to  be  in  soch  danger,  that 
the  medical  men  had  thou^t  it  necessary  he  should 
immediately  retom  to  England,  as  the  only  means  of 
saving  his  life,  and  that  officer  deeming  it  also  of  im- 
portance that  one  of  the  commissioners  should  lay 
before  Her  Majesty's  Govemm^at  a  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  vessels  and  sarrirors  of  Uie  Ei^tedi- 
tion,  had  taken  his  passage  in  a  small  schooner  which 
was  fortonately  about  to  sail  for  England. 

In  addition  to  these  disasters,  it  was  rumoured  that 
Mr.  Garr,  the  superintendent  of  the  model  farm,  had 
been  murdered  by  the  natives  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Niger,  while  he  was  in  the  act  of  proceeding  up  the 
lijer,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  chuge  of  his  estab- 
lishment, having  been  obliged  by  severe  illness  to  come 
away  in  the  'Albert^'  when  she  descended  the  river. 
Lastly,  it  was  said  that  the  settlers,  whom  we  had 
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left  at  the  conflneDce  of  the  Ohadda  and  the  Niger, 
on  the  land  purchased  for  them  from  the  AttiJi  of 
Iddah,  had  heen  attacked  bj  the  natires.  Never- 
theless, as  the  officer,  vhom  Oaptain  Trotter  had  pat 
in  the  temporal^  command  of  the  'Albert'  during 
his  absence,  had  not  made  any  official  communication 
to  Captain  Allen  on  the  subject,  he  could  not  decide 
on  any  step  to  be  taken  ontil  his  amTal,  vhich  vas 
most  anxiously  looked  for. 
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*  Soodu'  diapttbdied  from  Ferntndo  Po  to  the  '  Alb«rtV  ai 

Meet  off  the  Mitntnce  to  Nun  Rirer — Melancholy  oondition  of  th« 
'Albert's*  crew— Doctor  JfcWilliun'B  jounutl  of  procoeding  above 
the  Conflnoice— Kellebeh— E^tkhs—Omeh,  chief  of  Kakudah— 
luereasiDg  lickneM  of  the  'AlbertV  crew— Gori  market — Tribute 
exacted  by  the  EUatahs — Native  gamility~A  Blare  canoe  cmptared 
— Prioe  of  ilarea — History  (^asUve — Bnddn— Kinami  —  Domertic 
Blans—Nstires  of  Bnihi— Idea*  of  a  fbtore  state — Rogang,  the 
Nofi  chisf— Egja — Form  of  the  dwellings— Native  fashioii  of 
painting  the  eyes — lUligion  of  the  Nnfia — Dress — Price  of  a  wife 
—Death  of  King  Hnsa— Orig^  of  the  subjogation  of  the  Nofi 
people —Znmourikl,  an  Important  chief— TaodnatiiHi—C^itain 
Trotter  attadced  with  the  fbrer — Obliged  to  relinquish  tlie  farther 
proeecBtion  of  the  Expedition  up  the  rirer. 

On  the  2ath  January  our  8U8pen86  waa  reliered, — 
the  melimcholj  intelligence  brought  bj  tbe  '  Buzzard' 
was  confirmed  bj  the  amTal  of  the  '  Albert,'  bringing 
dispatches  from  Oaptain  Trotter.  Bj  these  Captain 
W.  Allen  was  informed  that  he  was  to  coiudder  himself 
as  in  command  of  the  Expedition  and  Acting  Chief 
Commissioner  until  the  return  of  that  officer,  who 
suggested  that  the  beginning  of  Jnlj  would  be  the 
eariiest  time  for  the  Tessels  to  re-enter  the  Niger;  but, 
from  information  he  had  received,  he  thought  that  the 
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end  of  that  month  would  be  the  safest  to  ensure  the 
passage  op  the  river  without  detention,  and  therefore 
recommended  that  we  should  wait  for  iDstractioofl 
from  the  CiDTenunent  toll  the  1st  of  June,  at  Ascen- 
sion. 

Before  however  taking  these  points  into  considera- 
tion, we  will  bring  tbe  narration  of  iiie  'Albert's'  pro- 
ceeding^ up  to  her  arrival  at  Ascension. 

It  will  be  remembered*  that  in  consequence  of  the 
illness  of  Lieutenant  Fishbonme,  Lieutenant  Strange 
was  put  in  charge  of  the  'Soudan,'  b;  Oommander  W. 
Allen,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  the  Niger,  bjA  assist 
the  'Albert,'  if  necessary. 

On  the  9th,  the  'Soudan,'  baring  completed  her 
stores  and  fuel,  and  with  a  small  crew  of  white  officers 
and  men,  sailed  for  the  river  Nun.  In  the  passage 
thither,  she  touched  at  George's  Bay,  on  the  north- 
western side  of  the  island. 

Having  but  one  person  on  board  who  understood 
Uie  engine — a  stoker  from  the  'Pluto'-— and  his  know- 
ledge being  superficial,  the  machinery  often  came  to  a 
sudden  stand-«till,  and — against  a  head  sea  and  wind 
— the  vessel  made  but  slow  progress.  On  the  13th 
there  was  a  long  delay  in  consequence  of  some  de- 
rangement of  the  engine;  however,  after  the  loss  of 
some  hours,  it  was  put  in  order,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  16th,  the  'Soudan'  was  just  going  over  the  bar 
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into  the  Nim,  vhen  tbe  'Ethiope'  and  'Albert'  were 
perceived  coming  oat. 

It  'waa  a  lovely  monuDg,  and  the  scenery  abont  tbe 
river  looked  very  beautiiiil,  affording  a  sad  contrast 
to  the  dingy  and  deserted  look  of  tbe  'Albert.' 

Many  were  of  course  tbe  painful  anrmises  as  to  tbe 
fate  of  those  on  board.  On  approaching,  however,  the 
melancholy  truth  was  soon  told.  The  fever  had  been 
doing  its  direst  work ;  several  were  dead,  many  dying, 
and,  of  all  tbe  officers,  bnt  two,  Drs.  McWilliam  and 
Stanger,  vere  able  to  move  about.  Tbe  former  pre- 
sented himself  and  vaved  his  hand,  and  one  emaciated 
figure  vas  seen  to  be  raised  up  for  a  second.  This 
was  Oaptain  Trotter,  vbo  in  bis  anxiety  to  look  at  the 
'Sondan'  again,  bad  been  lifted  out  of  bis  cot. 

A  spectacle  more  fall  of  painM  contemplation, 
could  scarcely  have  been  -witnessed.  Slowly  and  por- 
tentously, like  a  plague-ship  Med  with  its  dead  and 
dyin|^  onwards  she  moved  in  charge  of  her  generous 
pilot,  Mr.  Beecroft.  Who  would  have  thought  that  little 
more  than  two  months  previoosly  she  had  entered  that 
same  river  with  an  enterprising  crew,  fiill  of  life,  and 
buoyant  with  bright  hopes  of  accomplishing  the 
objects  on  which  all  had  so  ardently  entered?  If  any 
of  the  few  who  afterwards  raised  the  voice  of  censure, 
or  called  in  question  tbe  enduring  courage  of  those 
employed  on  the  Expedition,  had  been  there,  it  can- 
not be  believed  but  that  such  a  picture  would  have 
repressed  their  unfeeling  ezpreasions;  and  while  it 
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would  have  shewn  them  how  easy  it  is  to  write  "  hard 
thiags"  at  a  comfortahle  English  fireside,  it  is  impos- 
sible, without  being  absolutely  engaged  in  the  trying 
drcnmstancra  themselTes,  to  estimate  the  character  or 
exertions  of  those  thej  criticise.  The  interesting 
jonmal  of  Dr.  Mc William,  from  which  he  has  kindlj 
giYen  us  the  following  abstract,  will  further  corro- 
borate these  remarks. 

Notes  of  Proceedings  on  board  ffer  Mcijes^B  ateofn- 
veaad  'Albert,'  after  departure  of  the  '  Wiiber- 
force,'  by  Dr.  Me  WiUiam. 

"Se^ewher  21*i.— Early  this  morning  the  'Wilber- 
force'  steamed  down  the  river,  while  we  at  the  same 
time  proceeded  on  the  voyage  up  the  Niger.  Pish- 
boume,  my  messmate  for  six  years,  in  various  ships, 
having  been  appointed  to  the  temporary  command  of 
the  '  Soudan : '  Mr.  Miiller,  the  chaplain,  having  for  the 
time,  exchanged  duties  with  Mr.  Schon:  uid  Mr. 
Bowden,  purser,  and  Mr.  Harvey,  master,  having 
gone  on  board  the  '  Wilberforce'  sick ;  there  remain, 
of  those  who  left  England,  in  the  gun-room,  only  Dr. 
Stanger  and  myself.  Every  part  of  the  ship,  indeed, 
shows  a  sad  reduction  of  both  officeni  and  men  \  bnt 
we  are  all  foil  of  hope,  and  resolved,  if  possible,  to 
reach  Rabbah.  Above  the  confluence,  the  land  be- 
comes more  rounded  and  undulating,  and  the  river 
more  winding  in  its  course.     Several  small  villages 
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Tere  seeo  in  the  forenoon.  At  tvo,  P.H.,  ire  irere  at 
a  village  on  the  right  bank,  called  "  Eelebeh."  The 
huts  were  circular,  built  of  mud,  and  manj  of  them 
completely  sorrounded,  and  damaged  by  the  rirer 
OTerfloving  itB  banks.  Here  two  natives,  one  called 
"  Ganna,"  and  the  other  "  Mamnda,"  came  on  board, 
and  offered  to  show  ua  where  firewood  was  to  be  got, 
and  to  pilot  the  vessel  to  the  higher  part  of  the 
Kakandah  country.  Ganna  stated,  that  he  was  a 
native  of  Buddu,  the  chief  Kakandah  town.  He 
informed  xa,  that  Filatah  horsemen,  to  the  number 
of  nine  hundred,  about  three  months  since,  encamped 
five  miles  inland  from  "Kelebeh."  From  their  encamp- 
ment, the  Filatahs  were  constantly  making  predatory 
ezcuraions  to  the  neighbouring  villages,  from  which  they 
generally  returned  with  captives,  whom  they  enslaved. 
Some  time  back,  the  Filatahs  attacked  "  Kelebeh"  by 
night,  bomt  and  destroyed  many  of  the  hats,  and 
made  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  prisonera.  The  inha- 
bitants of  a  village  inland,  near  which  some  Filatahs 
ue  at  present  settled,  had  begged  to  be  received  into 
Kelebeh;  but  the  chief  was  obliged  to  refuse  them  pro- 
tection, for  fear  of  giving   offence  to  his  terrible 


The  chief  of  "  Muye,"  another  Kakandah  town,  has, 
of  late,  interceded  for  the  poor  people  of  the  be- 
leaguered village,  and  has  sent  a  headman  to  Kelebeh, 
to  beg  for  their  reception  into  that  villa^^  as  a 
personal  favour. 
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It  vas  at  "  Eelebeh"  that  ve  first  loet  sight  of  an 
aquatic  plant,  which  &om  above  twenty  miles  within 
the  Nun,  had  been  very  abundant,  particularly  at 
Ab6h,  where  the  surface  of  the  mer  was  literally 
coTered  with  it*. 

At  5*30  P.M.,  we  were  at  "Muy^."  Here  the 
native  speedily  laauched  a  canoe,  with  the  intention 
of  bringing  off  wood  to  us;  but  as  we,  ourselres,  were 
anxious  to  cut  a  considerable  quantity  higher  up  the 
river,  and  it  beginning  to  get  dfirk,  we  continued 
onwards,  and  anchored  in  the  OTening  off  Lelem,  or 
Lelemu,  a  village  on  the  right  bank. 

It  grieved  me  to  see  my  excellent  messmate  and 
townsman,  Lieutenant  Stenhouse,  who  was  slightly 
unwell  before  we  loft  the  Oonflueuce,  complaining  of 
severe  headache;  Oonunander  Bird  Alien,  had  also 
suspicions  symptoms.  A  seaman,  imd  one  of  the 
engineer,  were  also  added  to  the  sick  list, 

"  Omeh"  or  "  MuyS"  is  one  of  tho  chief  Kakandah 
towns.  The  town  was,  in  former  days,  situated  about 
three  miles  inland,  but  the  natives,  in  consequence  of 
the  Filatah  incursions,  wore  obliged,  for  greater  secu- 
rity, to  leaoTt  to  the  river  side.  The  huts  are  built  of 
mud,  and  the  roo&  are  neatly  thatched  with  grass. 
The   headman    is   appointed  by  the  chief   of    the 

'  Pistia  (Stnitiotee!)  "Ntlus  secam  et  iDtoriore  Africa  affert, 
Pelndum  wqae :  sed  floientem  hand  in  JEgypta  'iiiemat."—^ratg«l, 
^nMMo,  vol.  iii. 

VOL.    II.  0 
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Kakandah  coantrj,  who  is  stjled  King  by  bis  people, 
although  subject  to  the  Att&h  of  Iddah.  At  the 
death  of  a  king,  the  Att^  can  appoint  anj  one 
he  pleases,  but  he  generally  selects  a  Kakandah  man 
for  the  office.  OircnmciBion  is  perfonned  when  the 
children  are  three  or  four  months  of  age.  The  opera- 
tors on  these  occasions  toe  mallams  from  £gga,  who  are 
paid  according  to  the  drcumstances  of  the  parents  of 
the  cliildren.  The  mallams  profess  to  teach  the  people ; 
but  no  one  seemed  to  know  what  books  they  used. 

During  the  period  of  the  Jewish  ritual,  sheep, 
goats,  and  fowls  are  slun  in  abundance.  They  de- 
clared that  they  nerer  performed  human  sacrifices, 
although  they  admitted  (hat  the  Attkh  of  Iddah 
occasionally  did  so. 

They  said  the  rirer  would  not  rise  any  higher  this 
season ;  and  that  in  three  months  it  would  be  quite  low. 

Small  pox  and  dysentery  occasionally  prerail  in 
Kakandah ;  especially  during  TCry  dry  seasons.  For 
the  cure  of  dysentery,  they  prepare  medicine  from  the 
root  of  a  plant,  the  native  name  of  which  is  LabojL 

The  articles  sent  from  this  place  to  the  Qori  market 
are,  tobacco,  camwood,  and  irory;  for  these  they  get 
in  exchange,  cowries,  rice,  and  salt. 

The  day  throughout  was  beautiful,  but  extremdy 
hot;  a  tornado,  howerer,  came  on  in  the  cYening, 
with  very  heavy  rain,  which  cooled  the  atmosphere. 

Se^ember  227kf.— This  morning  the  transpwency 
of  the  atmosphere  was  remarkable ;  the  most  minute 
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ridges  of  the  monntaios  ("  Barker^a  Mount,"  the  DoUi, 
and  the  "Eildon  Hills,"  the  Jepila  of  the  nstires,) 
standing  oat  in  the  most  perfect  and  delicate  relief. 
The  river  between  Lelemu  and  Atchiba  is  nearly  a 
mile  in  breadth ;  the  distant  land  ie  high,  and  the  flats 
on  each  side  are  extensive. 

The  flats  were  hj  the  oyerflowing  of  the  river  in 
manj  parts  cut  up  into  niunerous  islets.  Here  and 
there  dork  clnstera  of  trees,  and  sometimes  even  a 
single  palm,  were  seen  to  emerge  from  the  smooth  and 
glass;  surface  of  the  water,  with  a  singolarlj  giaceM 
effect.  At  one,  p.m.,  we  weighed,  and  passed  a  large 
village  called  Domeh,  and  several  others  in  the  coarse 
of  the  afternoon.  At  four  o'clock,  Oaptain  Trotter, 
Dr.  Stanger,  Mr.  Schon,  and  I,  landed  at  Gori,  a 
small  island  on  the  left  bank,  where  a  market  of  some 
note  is  held  weekly.  In  the  creek  there  were  about 
sixty  canoes  of  all  sizes,  containing  goods  of  various 
kinds.  Having  landed  with  some  difficulty,  we  were 
conducted  by  narrow  winding  paths  between  the  huts, 
to  tiie  chief,  whom  we  found  sitting  on  a  mat  in  front 
of  his  door.  He  begged  us  to  seat  ourselves,  and 
informed  as  that  Gori  was  an  independent  territory*, 
and  that  he  ruled  over  four  other  large  towns,  called 
Arra,  Akokou,  Atchino,  and  Ogbou.     He  spoke  with 


*  He  here  made  a  mistake ;  for  on  tbe  uriral  of  Adnku,  the 
Attih'a  WD,  next  it.y,  he  found  it  ueceenry  to  ackoowledge  sub- 
muNon  to  the  Attah  of  Iddoh  [%guah.) 
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great  horror  of  the  dreaded  Filatahs.  In  the  market- 
place there  vere  assembled  not  less  than  fifteen  hun- 
dred people.  The  chief  articles  exposed  for  sale  were 
— salt  in  bags  made  of  stout  matting,  tobes,  conntrj 
doth  of  TariouB  patterns,  camwood  in  balls,  hoes  and 
shovels,  calabashes  beantifiilly  carrcd,  wooden  spoons 
and  platters,  mats,  straw  hats  with  immense  brims, 
hows  and  arrows,  heaps  of  Indian  com,  seeds  of 
Tarions  kinds,  twine  and  silk.  Shea  hotter,  jams,  dried 
buffalo's  flesh,  dried  fish,  and  kouskons.  The  chief 
told  OB  that  slaves  and  ivory  wore  also  sold  in  the 
market 

A  blacksmith  was  sitting  in  the  market-place 
m^ing  hoes.  Hie  bellows,  althocgh  of  rode  and 
primitive  construction,  seemed  to  answer  the  purpose 
very  weU.  This  machine  consisted  of  a  large,  stout 
loatbem  bag,  with  two  wooden  cylinders  closed  at  the 
farther  ends,  attached  to  it  The  cylinders  were  per- 
forated on  the  fddes,  and  fitted  with  clay  tubes  which 
projected  into  the  fir^  the  points  nearly  meeting  each 
other.  A  good  blast  was  kept  by  the  alternate  eleva- 
tion and  depression  of  the  upper  part  of  the  bag. 

The  mallam  said,  that  every  canoe  bringing  goods 
to  the  market  pays  a  duty  of  fifty  cowries  for  each  of 
the  crew.  The  same  duty  is  demanded  on  each  bag 
of  salt  Slaves  are  brought  from  all  the  towns  in  the 
neighbourhood  to  the  Gori  market;  five  were  sold 
yesterday.  The  niece  of  the  King  of  Nufi  came  on 
board  with  the  mallam.    She  was  young,  good-look- 
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ing,  and  intelligent — ^married  to  a  man  who  is  at 
present  on  a  alare-purcbaeing  expeditiou  to  Fimdah, 
Toto,  and  Bome  other  places  on  the  Tchadda. 

Qori  pays  an  annnal  tribute  of  360,000  cowriea  to 
the  Filatah  king;  and  to  the  Atlikh  of  Iddah  a  mere 
nonuoal  tribate,  being  only  a  horse  yearly.  The  same 
is  paid  by  sereral  other  headmen  of  the  Tillages  in 
the  neighbonrhood.  If  the  Att^  reqtures  soldiers,  he 
may  levy  upon  the  Gori  people. 

Mr.  Fairholme  and  Mr.  Webb,  mates,  vere  added  to 
the  sick  list  in  the  conrse  of  the  day ;  and  Commander 
B.  Allen's  symptoms  Tere  imequiTocaL 

Septemher  23rrf. — We  were  awoke  before  daylight 
by  the  din  and  chattering  of  the  natives,  vho  came 
alongside,  -with  canoe-loads  of  wood.  It  woald 
appear  tiiat  here,  each  tries  to  vie  with  his  fellow 
in  the  perpetual  motion  of  the  tongae.  Persuasion, 
remonstrance,  or  throats  produce  no  cessation  of  the 
noifie.  PalATer  is  the  order  of  the  day  in  all  their 
transactions. 

In  the  forenoon  a  large  canoe  came  alongside 
belonging  to  Agiddi,  the  Ohief  of  Muy^  and  Ajimba 
his  son  was  in  charge  of  it.  It  contained  three  slaves — 
two  females,  and  one  male;  besides  three  horses  and 
a  load  of  other  articles,  aU  purchased  at  the  market 
of  I^a.  As  Muy6  is  in  the  territory  of  the  Att^ 
of  Iddah,  the  slaTea,  canoe,  horses,  &c.,  were  con- 
demnable,  by  Tirtue  of  the  treaty  made  with  the  AttJth 
and  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners,  which  prohibited 
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the  Att^  or  his  subjects  from  deiding  in  bUtos  out 
of  his  own  dominioDB.  Fortunately  Aduku,  the  At- 
t^'s  son,  vho  had  been  sent  the  day  after  the  treaty 
was  concluded  (6th  September)  to  promulgate  its 
conditions  to  his  fathOT's  subjects,  was  at  this  time  at 
Gori.  Captain  Trotter  resolred  to  show  that  the 
tenns  of  the  treaty  were  to  be  strictly  enforced,  de- 
tained the  cauoe,  and  got  the  slaves  on  deck.  Aduku 
came  on  board  soon  afterwards,  when  Ajimba  was 
subjected  to  a  formal  trial,  for  a  Tiolation  of  the  law. 
Ajimba  admitted  freely  that  the  law  had  been  broken, 
but  pleaded  in  his  defence  that  at  the  time  he  pur- 
chased the  slares,  he  was  not  aware  of  its  existence. 
Captain  Trotter  commented  strongly  upon  Aduku's 
negligence,  in  not  sooner  having  made  the  law  known 
at  Mny^ ;  and  assured  Ajimba  that  it  would  be  rigidly 
acted  upon  in  liiture;  that  for  the  present,  taking 
everything  into  consideration,  he  would  not  destroy 
the  canoe,  nor  would  he  seize  any  property  in  it ;  but 
the  slaves  he  would  instantly  make  free.  In  token  of 
this,  the  females  were  each  habited  in  an  ISn^h  dress, 
and  the  man  was  rigged  out  in  a  sailor's  frock  and 
trousera.  Poor  creatures,  their  looks  expressed  a 
mixed  feeling  of  fear,  amazement,  and  gratitude. 
Kindness  from  their  own  species  seemed  new  to 
them. 

Ajimba  said  that  he  paid  for  the  oldest  and  fattest 
of  the  two  girls  40,000  cowriw,  and  for  the  other 
woman  and  the  young  man  20,000  cowries  each. 
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Captain  Trotter  gaye  the  Tery  appropriate  names 
of  Hannah  Buxton  and  Eilizabeth  Fry  to  the  tvo 
women,  while  the  man  was  called  Albert  Gori, — after 
His  Royal  Highness,  the  consort  of  oiir  beloved  Queen, 
and  Patron  of  the  Society  for  the  Civilization  of 
Africa; — and  aa  commemoratiTO  of  the  place  where  he 
threw  off  the  chains  of  homan  bondage. 

Shortly  after  dark  the  sottowb  and  troubles  of  the 
women  were  for  awhile  drowned  in  deep  sleep.  I 
saw  them  lying  under  the  awning  closely  locked  in 
each  other's  arms. 

In  the  coQTse  of  a  day  or  two  they  became  less 
timid,  and  an  Aku  boy  (my  servant,  who  had  also 
been  wil^  me  in  H.M.S.  'Scout,')  soon  became  a 
favourite  with  them  both.  They  told  him  they  made 
certain,  when  they  came  first  on  board,  that  we  were 
about  to  kill  them,  for  we  "  looked  so  strong."  A  sad 
illustration  of  the  state  of  society  in  this  unhappy 
country,  where  power  cannot  be  regarded  otherwise 
than  as  a  means  of  oppression. 

It  appeared  that  the  older  of  the  two  had  become 
an  object  of  jealousy  to  her  husband,  and  that  he  in 
consequence  sold  her  to  a  slave-dealer  who  at  the 
time  happened  to  be  trading  in  their  country.  She 
said  that  before  she  saw  the  water  (Niger)  the  slave- 
gang  to  viach  she  belonged  travelled  wearily  every  day 
for  nearly  a  month.  They  were  some  days  on  the 
water  before  they  reached  Egga ;  and  during  the  pas- 
sage parties  of  her  unhappy  companions  were  from 
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time  to  time  disposed  of  at  Tillages  on  the  banks  of 
the  rirer.  At  E^a  she  was  exposed  for  sale  in  the 
market-place,  vherc  she  became  the  property  of  a 
slaTe-mercliaQt  there;  and  shortly  afterwards  passed 
into  the  haads  of  a  tiiird  master,  (Ajimba,)  who  vas 
conveying  her  to  Mny&,  when  we  fell  in  with  the 
canoe.  The  females  sobseqaontly  were  left  at  Fernando 
Po,  under  the  care  of  a  respectable  matron,  and  Albert 
Gori  was  apprenticed  to  a  carpenter  of  the  same  place. 

Two  P.M.  weighed.  In  the  afternoon  passed  Bnddii, 
a  targe  Kakandah  town  on  the  right  hank,  (marked 
Kakanda  in  Captain  W.  Allen's  chart) ;  towards  the 
erening  anchored  for  the  night  a  little  way  aboTe  the 
Tillage  Adama  Dalu,  on  left  bank.  At  this  place 
Adaku  left  ns,  promising  to  follow  ns  next  day,  aa  &r 
as  Egga. 

Some  rain  fell  during  the  early  part  of  this  day. 
In  the  afternoon  and  erening  the  weather  was  sultry 
and  oppressiTe.  Two  fresh  cases  of  fever  in  the  course 
of  the  day. 

September  2ith. — Got  under  weigh  early  in  the 
morning.  A  great  many  villages  were  passed,  espe- 
cially on  the  right  bank ;  many  of  these  were  inun- 
dated and  deserted,  the  rirer  extending  fiur  beyond  its 
usual  limits. 

We  stopped  for  a  short  time  to  admire  the  singolar 
beauty  of  the  situation  of  one  of  the  Tillages,  which 
was  bnilt  on  an  elevated  bank  close  to  the  river,  on 
tiie  margin  of  a  forest  of  pahns.    The  natives  rushed 
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out  of  their  hats,  and  looked  at  the  vessel,  at  first,  vitii 
amazement  and  doubt ;  bat  soon  took  courage,  launched 
severd  canoes,  and  came  alongside  vith  goats,  Quinea- 
fovls,  c^bashes,  && 

At  eleren  a.h.  got  twice  aground  near  the  right 
bank,  but  were  off  almost  immediatelj. 

The  left  bank  was  nearly  destitute  of  huts,  vith 
the  exception  of  a  miserable-looking  Tillage  called 
Bemani,  where  the  squalid  'wretchedness  of  the  inha- 
bitants (Nofis)  corresponded  with  the  appearance  of 
the  place.  Their  only  habiliment  was  a  small  doth 
round  the  middle,  showing  altogether  a  degree  of 
poverty  not  observed  among  any  other  people  we  hare 
fallen  in  with  since  leaving  the  Oonfluence. 

At  half-past  three  grounded  near  the  left  bank ; 
laid  a  stream-anchor  and  hawser  oat,  on  the  quarter, 
and  hauled  off  in  about  twenty  minutes. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  we  were  off  Mount  Elphinstone 
Fleming,  a  table  mountain  with  sloping  sides,  which, 
as  well  as  the  hills  and  undulating  lower  grounds  near 
it,  were  wooded  and  beautifully  green ;  and  dotted  here 
and  there  with  huts,  peeping  through  the  dumps  of 
palm-trees.  The  day  was  fine,  and  the  atmosphere 
unusually  deax.  The  character  of  the  scenwy  had 
now,  in  a  great  measure,  changed.  We  had  no  longer 
a  dense  luxuriant  vegetation  growing  to  the  water's 
edge  and  overhanging  the  tiver ;  the  banks,  except  in 
the  creeks,  were  dearly  defined,  and  elevated  from 
three  to  six  or  eight  feet  above  the  river.     We  had 
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emerged,  as  it  were,  from  the  forest  to  a  fine  opeo 
country,  with  eztensiTe  plains  and  distant  hills,  over 
which  the  eye  coold  range  in  all  directions.  Between 
one  of  the  moontain  nmges  (Teirj  Mountains)  in  the 
distance,  and  Mount  Elphinatone  Fleming,  a  fine  open 
tract  of  fiat  land  extends,  to  which  the  name  of  Old- 
field  Plains  has  been  given. 


One  of  the  stokers  began  to  complain  in  the  after- 
noon, and  the  other  patients  were  nearly  in  the  same 
state  as  yesterday.  A  heavy  tornado  was  experienced 
in  the  evening,  with  relief  to  all  after  the  oppressive 
heat  of  the  day.  Anchored  in  the  evening  near  a  vil- 
lage on  tiie  right  bank  called  Kinami. 

S^ptetnber  2,6tL — llie  Erumen  were  sent  ashore  to 
CQt  wood  at  Einamt,  when  they  procured  five  boat- 
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loads.  Kinami  coDsistB  of  seven  diff^reot  clusters  of 
hate,  built  on  a  bank^  aboat  eight  feet  abore  the  rirer, 
and  the  inhabitants  are  Nufi  people.  The  rapadoaa 
Filatahs  lately  paid  them  a  visit,  and  took  avaj  the 
vhole  of  their  crop  of  com.  There  is  now  a  native 
of  Einami  for  sale  in  the  market  of  E^ga,  (two  hoars 
higher  np  the  rirer,)  who  was  carried  off  from  his 
home  bj  them.  A  number  of  Kinami  people  hare 
come  on  boiurd  dnring  the  daj ;  among  them  an  old 
woman,  who  came  to  consult  me  for  an  aggravated  case 
of  lepra.  I  did  what  I  could  for  the  poor  creature, 
tatd  the  chief  expressed  his  gratitude  bj  thanking  me, 
and  sending  off  a  jar  of  native  beer,  which  was  rather 
add,  bat  not  otherwise  disagreeable.  The  patiento 
were  by  no  means  improving,  and  during  the  daj  the 
caipraiter's  mate,a  quarter-master,  thecaptadn's  steward, 
one  of  the  supers  and  miners,  and  a  private  marine, 
were  added  to  tiie  sick-list. 

The  name  of  the  headman  at  "Kinami"  is  Atdueko. 
He  was  appointed  bj  the  Nufi  king,  Magia,  who 
now  resides  at  Sakuma,  a  town  bejond  Rabbafa,  and 
has  been  totally  divested  of  power,  being  in  fact  a 
slave  himself  since  the  conquest  of  the  country  by 
the  Filatahs.  A  tribute  to  the  amonnt  of  20,000 
cowries  is  annually  exacted  by  the  Filatdis  from  the 
Einami  people.  This  sum,  although  apparently  not 
large,  thoy  have  often  great  difficulty  in  having  ready 
fcH"  their  tax-master.  Robbed  as  they  continoally  are 
of  tiieir  agricultural  implements,  their  clothes,  their 
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crope,  and  eren  thoir  children,  they  are  kept  in  a 
state  of  constant  terror  and  pOTerty.  A  boy  was 
lately  carried  off  irom  Rinami  by  the  Filatahs  to 
f^,  vhero  ho  vas  exposed  in  the  market-place  for 
sale.  His  parents,  poor,  miserable,  and  heart-broken, 
resolved  to  make  an  attempt  to  redeem  their  child, 
and  sold  ererytliing  tiiey  possessed.  With  the  covriea 
ndsed  in  this  vay,  the  father  hurried  off  to  E^a, 
hoping  to  be  able  to  purchase  his  own  child.  His  all 
was  not  enough  for  his  rapadous  foes,  "  Go  back," 
said  the  Filatah,  "you  must  get  more  C4'jwrie8." 
"  Yes,"  answered  the  half-distracted  man,  "  I  Till 
endeaTour  to  got  more."  Upon  this  the  Filatah 
said,  "  You  had  better  not  come  here ;  if  jon  do,  we 
will  sell  yoa."  The  mother,  who  was  impatiently 
w^ting  the  result,  on  being  told  that  her  cMd  was 
not,  on  any  terms,  to  be  ransomed,  wept  long  and 
bitterly. 

At  Kinami,  domestic  sUtcb  are  sold,  only  in  the 
event  of  iheir  attempting  to  ran  off.  Theft  is 
punished  by  being  flogged  for  the  first  offence,  and 
being  sold  for  the  second.  No  slaye-owner  can 
legally  inflict  a  heavier  punishment  apon  a  slave.  The 
crime  of  mordering  a  slave  is  expiated  by  a  heavy 
pecuniary  fine ;  but  kiUing  any  other  tJian  a  slave  is 
punished  with  death. 

No  slaves  are  sold  at  Einami ;  those  for  sale  being 
always  sent  to  Egga,  where  a  market  is  held  evetj 
fifth  day. 
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The  coudition  of  the  domestic  slare  differs  little 
&om  that  of  his  master,  except  that  for  some  offences, 
or  upon  a  great  emergency,  he  may  bo  sold.  The 
tovm  belongs  to  the  district  called  Baahi,  Thich  ex- 
tends from  the  bank  opposite  BacMnka  as  far  aa 
f^,  and  comprises  about  fortj  tOTus  and  Tillages, 
containing  a  population  of  npTards  of  thirty  thon- 
Band.  At  Einami,  thov  are  not  more  tiian  a  thou- 
sand inhabitants.  I  ahonld  say,  that  the  number  of 
hntfi  in  Einami  is  not  much  short  of  soren  or  eight 
hundred ;  so  that,  the  population  maj  seem  to  be 
estimated  as  much  too  low.  But  from  the  distnrbed 
state  of  the  country,  people  are  erery  day  changing 
their  place  of  residence,  and  consequently  many  of  the 
huts  are  neglected,  and  become  uninhabitable.  The 
people  in  the  Bushi  district  seem  to  he  a  laborious 
and  iuduBbious  race.  They  -wcare  a  cbth,  of  good 
texture,  purchasing  the  cotton  from  the  Nufi  people 
on  the  left  bank,  where  it  grows  in  groat  abondance. 
The  ralue  of  a  bag  of  cotton  containing  about  twelve 
pounds'  weight,  is  cowries  to  the  value  of  about  %d. 
staling.  Rice  is  cultivated  to  a  considerable  extent 
in  the  Boshi  district ;  but  the  unuBuul  height  of  the 
rirer  this  season  has  destroyed  the  whole  crop.  The 
people  told  us,  that  elephants  abounded  in  tiie  neigh- 
bourhood, but  tiiat  they  did  not  kill  many,  and  con- 
sequently had  little  or  no  ivoiy  for  sale.  They  send 
yams,  sheep,  and  goats  to  the  Egga  market ;  and 
obtun  salt  from  Dohma.     The  Biabhah  people  are 
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s&id  to  get  the  salt  from  "  Yauri,"  where  it  is  brought 
from  the  interior  of  the  Hanasa  country. 

Mr.  Schon  endeaToured  to  find  out  what  notions 
the;y  entertained  of  a  future  atate.  They  said  a  good 
man  maj  "take  road  again;"  but  that  a  bad  man 
never  could  "  take  road  again."  They  could  not  tell 
vhere  the  good  man  would  "  take  road  to,"  nor  did 
they  know  what  became  of  the  bad  man ;  or  if  either 
of  them  came  back  after  death.  Mr.  Schdn  asked, 
what  they  thought  would  happen  to  a  man  who  had 
committed  murder,  bnt  was  nerer  found  out,  and  con- 
sequently never  punished  in  this  world.  The  answer 
was,  that  the  murderer  and  murdered  would  meet 
before  QoA,  who  knew  all  things ;  and  that  He  would 
punish  the  murderer.  The  headman  and  others  lis- 
tened attentively  to  Mr.  Schon,  while  he  explained  to 
them  the  leading  doctrines  of  the  Christian  religion. 
They  said,  they  were  glad  to  hetur  that,  by  God's  grace, 
some  of  our  countrymen  might  be  sent  to  them,  "  to 
teach  them  better  things."  Some  of  our  Nufi  men, 
who  were  cutting  wood,  told  their  countrymen  that  an 
English  settlement  had  been  formed  at  the  Confluence, 
and  assured  them  of  the  good  intentions  of  the  Eng- 
lish towards  the  black  men  ;  which  they  heard  with 
delight,  and  expressed  a  wish  to  be  removed  to  the 
settlement,  where  they  should  have  protection. 

8^.  26th. — The  weather  throughout  the  day  has 
been  fine  and  clear,  but  the  heat  terribly  oppressive, 
the  thermoineter  92°  Fahr.  in  the  coolest  part  of  the 
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ship.  Divine  service  wbb  performed  by  Mr.  Sch5n. 
Out  congregation,  alas!  That  Tith  death,  with  those 
who  had  left  ofl  at  the  OooflneDce,  and  those  lying  sick 
around  us,  seemed  reduced  to  a  mere  skeleton  of  what 
we  had  been. 

In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Saunders,  Second  Master,  was 
taken  IIL 

8g}t.  27th. — Got  under  weigh  towards  tiie  ©Tening 
for  a  short  time,  chiefly  with  the  riew  of  removing  the 
stagnated  atmo^here  of  the  ship,  by  connecting  the 
ventilating  fanner  with  the  engine.  A  small  quantity 
of  chlorine  was  also  difilused  over  the  Teasel,  through 
the  medium  of  the  medicator,  which  was  foond  to  be 
grateful  to  the  patients.  About  eight  o'clock,  John 
Fuge,  an  able  seaman,  died. 

Sept.  28th. — The  remains  of  poor  Fuge  were  in- 
terred this  morning  on  the  right  bank.  Mr.  Schon 
read  the  funeral  service.  We  were  shortly  afterwards  on 
our  way  to  Egga.  At  eleven  a.h.  we  were  approach^ 
ing  the  town,  which  lies  on  the  right  bank,  near  to  the 
river.  The  huts  seem  to  be  densely  packed  together. 
Extensive  table-mountains  were  seen  in  the  distance. 
To  the  northwu^  there  were  the  Rennell  Mountains, 
and  the  Earl  Grey  and  Admiralty  Ranges. 

The  only  remaining  engineer  now  began  to  feel  the 
effect  of  the  duties,  which  of  late  had  pressed  bard 
upon  him,  and  be  was  laid  down  shortly  after  we 
anchored  at  Egga.  Several  of  the  patients  were  in  a 
very  low  condition,  and  one  of  the  best  seamen  was  in 
a  state  of  great  danger. 
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Abstract  of  Mbteoeoloqioal  Joubnal  feom  Aboh 
TO  Egga. 
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At  Egga  I  vas  prerented  going  on  shore,  oving  to 
the  aamber  of  sick  on  board  the  ship ;  but  Mr.  SchoQ 
uid  Dr.  Stanger,  vho  were  soreral  times  on  shore,  fur- 
nished me  kindly  vith  much  information  rciatiTe  to 
the  place.  These  gentlemen  carried  a  message  to  the 
chief  Roga,  or  Rogang,  a  Nnfi  bj  birth,  bat  now  under 
the  role  of  the  Filatahs.  Before  thoj  vero  admitted 
to  the  chic^  ^ej  had  to  undergo  the  tedium  of  long 
waiting,  so  common  among  the  Africans.  This  vas 
rendered  the  less  tolerable  bj  reason  of  the  immense 
crovds  hemming  them  in,  in  all  directions,  and  hardly 
affording  breathing  room.  At  length  there  appeared 
preparatory  signs  of  the  chiefs  arriTal,  trhich  consisted 
in  spreading  a  mat  on  a  mud  eleyation  about  two  feet 
from  the  ground,  destined  for  his  occupancy.  Orer 
the  mat  were  thrown  a  leopard's  skin  and  leathern 
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coBbions  stuffed  vith  cottoD.  In  a  short  time  Rogang 
came  in  and  sat  down.  He  soon  pulled  off  his  sandals 
and  commenced  scratching  hia  toes  and  eating  goora- 
nats*.  A  mat  vith  a  bolster  was  spread  on  the  floor 
for  Mr.  Sch5n  and  Dr.  Stanger.  After  the  oaaal  inter- 
change of  compliments  thej  ioTited  him  to  come  on 
board  the  'Albert.'  To  this  he  made  no  reply,  but  soon 
said  that  it  was  time  for  them  to  drink  vater  with  him, 
(meaning  beer  made  of  Ghiinea  com,)  vhich  vaa  found 
bj  no  means  disagreeable.  The  chief's  house  seemed 
to  differ  little  from  those  of  the  people,  except  that 
its  compartments  were  less  raovded  and  huddled  to- 
geth^  than  in  theirs.  A  stranger  is  seldom  admitted 
vithin  doors,  audiences  being  generally  held  in  the  open 
air.  The  chief  soon  requested  them  to  foUov  him,  and 
they  passed  through  a  compartment,  at  the  farther  end 
of  which  there  was  a  door,  bolted  inside.  Leading  from 
this  door  there  vas  an  opra  spac^  about  tvehe  feet 
long  and  seven  wide,  comfortably  shaded.  Here  the 
risitOTs  were  again  requested  to  be  seated  on  the  mat 
The  chief  soon  seated  himself  on  another  opposite  to 
them.  Only  three  of  his  people  were  admitted,  who 
appeared  more  as  s^rants  tiian  counsellors;  they, 
howeTer,  occasionally  threw  in  a  word  or  two  of  re- 


*  A  T«Ty  pleMsnt  Utter,  tiie  wvd  of  Um  "  Storoulia  Acaminata," 
thus  described  by  Spiengel ;    "  FolUs  oblongu,  acnminatu,  integer- 
riiiuBglabris,loiigepetiolAtu,pBiuciiliaaxillaribiu,BiitIieriB2seiialibiu 
Mmltboa  fmoUbtu,  1  SperniiB."    (Guinea.) 
VOL.  II.  H 
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mark.  The  old  chief  told  the  visitors  that  he  vas 
most  desirous  to  see  the  captain ;  that  he  had  heard  of 
our  coming,  and  was  glad  to  know  that  yre  came  not 
fijr  war  but  for  peace;  but  that  he  was  deterred  from 
going  on  board  for  fe&r  of  the  Filatahs.  Were  he  to 
go  on  board  the  En^iah  ship,  the  neva  would  instantly 
flj  to  Rabbah,  and  the  king  then  would  at  once  say, 
"Oh I  Rogang  haa  joined  the  whites,"  (of  whom  the 
king  stands  in  great  fear,)  and  no  sooner  would  the 
white  people  leave  than  he  (Rogang)  would  suffer  for 
Ilia  imprudence.  On  being  told  that  the  great  object 
of  the  Expedition  was  to  abolish  the  slave  trade,  he 
said,  that  he  was  aware  of  that,  and  was  perfectly  wil- 
ling to  act  in  favour  of  our  views,  but  that  he  could  do 
nothing  until  he  saw  what  the  king  did  in  the  affair.  He 
plainly  told  them  that  he  believed  the  Filataha  woold 
not  be  favourable  to  our  plans.  He  thought  that  auch 
a  grand  measure  conld  only  be  brought  about  through 
the  instrumentality  of  God;  and  he  hoped  that  Qoi's 
hand  would  be  with  us,  and  thereby  the  thing  would 
be  brought  to  pass.  He  acknowledged  that  he  did 
not  like  the  Filatahs,  and  would  be  glad  to  be  relieved 
from  their  thraldom.  Rogaug  would  not  show  any 
slaves;  the  report  of  our  having  liberated  thoae  in 
Ajimba's  canoe,  aome  days  before,  having  already 
reached  Egga.  Mr.  Schon  assured  him  that  the  faith 
had  not  been  broken  by  us,  but  by  the  people  of  the 
Attah  of  Iddah.  Rogang,  however,  thought  as  we  had 
already  liberated  Ajimba's  slaves,  we  might  do  the 
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same  by  others;  and  it  vas  onlj  after  a  fiill  and 
detailed  ezplaDation  of  the  circamBtances  attending 
the  seizure  of  the  canoe,  that  he  vas  peranaded 
we  had  acted  with  justice.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
"palayer"  there  were  a  few  Filataha  present;  bat 
none  were  admitted  into  the  private  yard  of  the  chief, 
and  those  whom  they  saw  approached  not  in  the 
friendly  manner  of  the  Nufi  people.  They  appeared 
taoxe  as  spies,  or  people  whose  countenances  indicated 
that  they  were  engaged  in  a  bad  cause.  Two  or  three 
Arabs  were  seen,  who  spoke  Haussa  very  well.  The 
colour  of  their  skin  was  only  a  shade  darker  than  that 
of  the  tipaniards.  As  the  night  was  approaching  they 
bade  adieu  to  the  excellent  old  chiel^  who  presented 
them  with  comitry  lamps  each,  Tery  nicely  made  of 
clay,  and  curiously  painted  and  ornamented. 

Septen^er  29th,  Wednesday. — As  this  was  mtu-ket- 
day  at  Egga,  and  consequently  likely  to  afford  a  good 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  rarioos  articles  brought  to 
tiiat  city  for  sale,  Dr.  Stuiger  and  Mr.  Schon  proceeded 
to  Rogang's  palace,  where  they  had  to  wait  for  some 
hours,  surrounded  by  a  mob,  whose  incessant  noise  was 
deafening,  and  the  pressure  of  the  crowd,  under  a  buru- 
ing  sun,  insupportable.  AH  were  anxious  to  sell  their 
little  wares ;  calabashes  beautifully  wrought  and  carred, 
silk  from  Bomu,  natron  ftom  the  same  place,  country 
doth,  net  work,  Goinea  com,  yams,  Indian  com,  sweet 
potatoes,  dried  hsfa,  a  few  Buropean  articles,  a  piece  of 
cotton  handkerchief,  beads  and  gnn-powder,  about 
U  2 
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fifteen  horses,  and  <^nea  corn  pounded  with  shea 
butter. 

Amongst  the  articles  of  manufacture,  the  cotintrj 
cloth  deserves  the  first  notice.  Throughout  the  tovn 
there  are  not  less  than  two  hundred  looms  in  ope- 
ration. The  doth  is  seldom  made  broader  than  three 
inches,  and  these  bands  are  afterwards  sewed  together 
to  the  required  size.  The  bands  are  sometimes  made 
sixty  jards  long.  Of  the  cloth  thus  manufactured, 
tobes,  and  all  their  apparel,  are  made.  The  cloth  is 
sometimes  white,  more  generally  blue,  striped  with 
gray  and  red.  The  dyes  are  indigo  and  camwood. 
Camwood  is  powdered  in  a  large  mortar;  three  women, 
provided  with  pestles,  beating  in  regular  succession. 
When  reduced  to  a  fine  powder  and  mixed  with  clay, 
it  is  \ised  as  a  dye  for  the  body.  Red  seema  to  be, 
under  any  circumstances,  considered  omameatal  to 
the  person.  No  iron  pota  were  seen,  but  earthen 
ressela  for  cooking  of  Tarions  edzes. 

In  the  rambles  of  Dr.  Stanger  and  Mr.  Schdn  through 
the  town,  they  observed  a  place  roofed  in,  filled  with 
people;  some  of  them  were  soon  discovered  to  be 
slaves*,  and  a  conversation  was  begun  with  the  slave- 
dealer.     He  apoke  the  Hauasa  language,  showed  no 

*  At  Ui«  BUve-Durket  then  was  &  large  ah«ep  foi  sale ;  ita  l^s 
were  remarkably  long.  It  wbb  from  the  U&nan  country,  and  wai 
covered  with  brownish  sleek;  hui— long,  puticolarlj  abont  the 
neck,  back,  and  feet.  Head  anull,  noae  prominent,  eort  rety 
pendttlone. 
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relactance  to  ansvcr  anj  question,  and  at  once  ad- 
mitted that  he  sold  slayes,  but  that  they  vere  not  hia 
own  propertj,  he  being  merely  an  agent.  He  had  at 
this  time  for  sale,  twelve  women,  and  three  boys 
about  seven  or  eight  yean  old :  all  priaoners  of  war  to 
the  Filatahs.  40,000  cowries  were  asked  for  each  of 
the  women,  and  20,000  for  each  of  the  children.  He 
said  that  there  were  fev  slaves  sold  now,  compared 
with  former  days;  the  demand  whi<;h  had  been  at 
one  time  so  great,  for  the  Gori  and  Kiri  markets, 
having  now  nearly  altogether  ceased.  He  added, 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  all  the  slaves  now, 
to  Rabbah,  which  he  considered  to  be  the  chief  slave- 
market  in  the  interior  of  Africa.  Mr.  Schon  ex- 
plained the  object  of  oar  mission,  and  reasoned  on  the 
sinfiilnesfl  of  slavery,  as  being  contrary  to  the  law  of 
God,  and  productive  of  great  evils  to  themselves. 

The  dealer  granted  the  force  of  what  Mr.  Schon 
said,  and  replied,  that  although  contrary  to  God's  law, 
it  was  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  King  of 
Rabbah :  and  if  the  king  could  be  persuaded  to  change 
the  law,  he  would  be  very  glad,  and  so  would,  he  be- 
lieved, the  rest  of  the  people.  He  also  said,  that  neither 
Rogang,  nor  Ederissa,  were  in  a  position  to  enter  into 
a  treaty  with  England.  The  King  of  the  Filatahs 
would  treat  any  treaty  made  by  them,  just  as  he 
dioQ^t  proper. 

On  retoming  to  the  chiefs  resideiice,  he  was  much 
pleased  to  see  them  both,  and  they  entered  at  once 
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into  the  subject  of  the  treaty,  when  he  at  once  said, 
that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  engage  in  anything  of 
the  kind.  Thej  then  aated  him,  whether  he  woold 
send  a  messenger  to  Rabbah,  with  a  message  from  the 
Oonunisaioners  of  the  Queen  of  Bngland.  He  also 
refused  to  do  this,  on  tiie  ground,  that  the  king  might 
suppose  him  to  be  intriguing  with  the  white  people. 
Id  his  opinion,  if  one  vessel  was  to  visit  Rabbah  jeaiAj, 
slaver;  might  in  time  be  done  awaj  with. 

Bgga  appears  to  be  the  largest  town  we  have  as 
yet  seen  on  the  Niger.  The  population  is  not  much 
under  10,000.  The  houses  are  of  a  conical  form, 
somewhat  mmilar  to  those  at  Iddah.  The  doors  are 
higher,  and  therefore  render  ingress  and  egress  much 
more  convenient.  They  are  closely  packed  together 
and  in  some  places  there  is  not  room  for  two  to  walk 
abreast,  in  the  streets.  The  walls  of  the  huts  are 
built  of  clay,  rendered  more  cohesive  by  having  grass 
mixed  up  with  it.  Some  of  the  walls  are  fifteen 
inches  thick,  while  others  do  not  exceed  six  inches. 
Some  of  the  fronts  of  the  huts  are  beautiftdly  smooth, 
and  stained  with  indigo.  As  at  Iddah,  there  is 
generally  an  outer  circular  wall,  between  which  and 
that  of  the  hut,  a  piazza,  which  is  the  general  place 
of  resort.  Besides  this,  it  serves  to  keep  the  inner 
apartment  cool.  There  is  seldom  more  than  one  door 
to  each  hut;  windows  are  a  luxury  not  yet  intro- 
duoed.  The  town  is  entirely  surrounded  by  swamps 
at  this  season,  which  the  inhabitants  say  become  dry 
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Id  the  hot  season,  when  sickaeas  breaks  out.  While  we 
vere  there,  the  tovn  was  completelj  sarronnded  by 
vater,  and  the  land  for  miles,  in  all  directions,  vas 
completely  inondated.  Dr.  Stanger,  on  vading  two 
miles  from  the  main  stream,  (here  about  a  mile  in 
breadth,)  was  still  up  to  his  middle  in  vater,  when  he 
reached  a  shea  butter-tree,  which  he  found  to  be  not 
very  lofty,  but  umbrageous.  The  mortality  among 
the  natires  after  the  rains  is  Tery  great.  In  many  parts 
of  the  town  the  stench  is  hoirible.  The  Nufi  is  the 
prevailing  language,  though  many  others  are  spoken, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  Yariba,  Haussa, 
Filatah,  Egarra  and  Bomb.  People  from  these 
countries  hare  joined  the  Filatahs,  some  from  choice, 
but  the  greater  part  &om  coercion. 

With  regard  to  the  religion  of  the  Bgga  people,  it 
seems  to  differ  little  from  that  of  those  lower  down 
the  river;  the  same  mixture  of  Paganism  and  Mo- 
hamedism  exists;  but  there  are  fewer  charms  and 
idols  than  in  the  countries  below  Iddah.  In  the 
mallam's  house  at  Egga,  there  were  several  books  and 
scraps  of  leaves,  all  well  written  in  Arabic^  but  he 
GOidd  not  read  them  himself.  Even  the  few  who  could 
read  them,  did  not  understand  them. 

The  shea  bntter-tree  {Basata  Parkia),  abounds  in 
this  neighbourhood,  and  the  butter  is  extensivdj 
made.  A  quantity  in  a  large  earthen  pot,  containing 
about  sixteen  pounds,  was  purchased  in  the  market 
for  cowries  to  the  amount  of  two  shillings.    Specimens 
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of  leaves  and  friiit  were  ob- 
tained, but  no  tree  waa  seen 
bearing  flowers*. 

The  Nnfi  people  extend 
over  a  great  tenitorj,  and 
may  comprise  100,000  peo- 
ple.    The    nation  may  be 
said  to  extend  from  the  Con- 
fluence,  on    the   left    bank, 
beyond  Kabbah.      On    the 
right  bank  there  are  also  Nufi  people,  but  they  are 
more  assimilated  with  the  Filatahs.     The  Nufi  people 
are,  generally,  marked  in  the  face  thus : — three  elliptical 
gashes  extending  from  the  temple  to  the  mouth,  and 
one  from  the  nose,  crossing  the  cheek ;  sometimes  there 

*  Buaia,  Lin.,  nuned  b;  Ferdinand  Baasi,  Cuntor  of  the  Botanical 
Garden  at  Bolt^ina.  Natural  order,  Sapotaeea,  called  Parkia,  In 
honour  of  the  dutingnished  African  trareller  Mungo  Park,  nho 
brought  specimenB  of  the  tree  to  England,  and  deaeribed  it  as  resem- 
bling the  American  oak.  The  butler,  according  to  H.  CheTreul, 
conaiata  of  a  amall  proportion  of  aromatic  principle;  2dly,  of  oleine; 
Sdlf,  of  ateaiine :  thia  last  is  analc^ua  to  the  atearine  of  mutton  fat, 
fin-,  in  saponification,  it  gives  stearic  add,  Thia  T^etable  batter, 
according  to  the  same  chemist,  is  perfectly  liquid  at  120°  Fahrenheit ; 
at  100-260°,  it  b(f[ins  to  get  turbid ;  at  951°,  it  exhiUta  a  liquid  por- 
tion, in  irhich  floats  some  brilliant  erf  Btsls :  the  liquid  part  is  a  com- 
Unation  of  olune  and  atearine.  A  thermometer  plnng«d  into  melted 
v^lable  batter,  &lls  t4>80r;  it  afterwards  ascends  to  89t°,  when 
the  regetable  batter  becomes  concrete.  The  vegetable  butter  is  eaail; 
converted  into  so^,  when  heated  with  a  sotntion  of  potass  or  soda; 
and  the  soaps  thus  obtsined  are  analogous  to  those  made  with  mutton 
fat,  with  this  advantage,  that  they  are  indoroua.  It  wonld  therefore 
be  a  valoable  article  in  many  of  our  nianu&ctutes. 


^d  by  Google 


POPULATION.  106 

are  more  than  three*.  The  hair  is  shared  so  as  to 
leave  three  circular  patches :  one  behind,  one  in  the 
middle,  and  the  other  in  the  front.  Moat  of  the  Nufi 
men  I  aav  at  E^a,  vore  the  tobe:  manj  of  them  vere 
dressed  with  a  cloth,  which  hong  aomevfaat  gracefully 
from  one  ahonlder,  after  the  fashion  of  the  Roman  toga. 
Tbej  were,  in  general,  tall  and  well  made:  the  form 


*  The  Nofi  people  hare  «  oioatrix  tmder  eMh  %jt,  while  Uie 
KakMidM  have  three  guhes  on  the  cheek ;  bat  even  theM  we  not 
inTarisble. 

The  ciutain  of  punting  the  ey e-lide  of  a  dark  bine  oolonr  with 
"  galena"  prevMla  hen  to  A  gnat  extent  Indeed;  it  has  been  generally 
aeen  e^eciallj  among  the  femalee  lince  we  left  Eboe  (Abdh).  Thia 
bahion  iaallnded  to  in  Jenmiah,ch.  It.  30th  verse,  the  word  ejre  being 
nndaed,^M«inthetrBn«Iation.  ItUal«0Bpokenofin2ndKings,ix.30. 
It  gives  to  the  eye  a  calm,  soft  i^ipearanoe.  The  nails  an  aleo  occft- 
^naUy  dyed  with  a  leaf  called  Henna.  This  ia  called,  in  ITofi, 
Laleh;  in  Anbio,  "Honna."  The  galena  is  generally  contained  in 
small  lealheni  bottk^  with  rounded  globnlar  bottom^  and  long 
nairaw  necks;  in  the  stopper  of  the  bottle  a  long  pencil  Is  fixed,  with 
which  the  staining  of  the  ^ye-lidi  is  performed.  Kohol  ia  tlie  Arabic 
name  of  this  dye.  In  a  iM)t«  appended  to  Uoon's  I«Ila  Bookh,  In 
explanation  of  "  Eohol's  jetty  dye" — "  None  of  these  ladies,"  saya 
Shaw,  "take  themselves  to  be  completely  dreeeed  till  they  have 
tii^ied  the  hair  and  edges  of  their  eyelida  with  the  powder  of  lead 
ore."  Now  as  this  opeiatim  is  performed  fint  by  dipinng  into  the 
powder  a  small  wooden  bodkin  of  the  thickness  of  a  quill,  and  then 
drawing  it  afterwards  through  the  eyelids  over  the  ball  of  the  eye,  we 
shall  have  a  fively  image  of  what  the  prophet  (Jer.  iv,  30)  may  be 
supposed  to  meas,  "  by  renting  the  face  with  painting."  This  prac- 
tice is  no  doubt  of  great  antiquity;  for  bemdee  the  instance  already 
taken  notice,  we  find  that  when  Jezebel  is  said  (2nd  Kings,  ix.  30) 
to  have  ptdnted  her  &ce,  the  oripnal  words  an,  she  adjusted  her  eyes 
with  the  powder  of  lead. 
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of  the  head,  the  countenance,  the  contour  of  figure, 
and  the  lighter  shade  of  the  colour  of  the  akin, 
indicated  an  intermixture  of  the  Caucasian  with  the 
Negro  race. 

A  man  nrnj  many  as  many  wires  as  he  can  afford 
to  purchase.  The  price  of  a  bride  is  20,000  cowries, 
which  is  paid  to  the  parents,  the  consent  of  the 
damsel  not  being  at  all  considered  necessary.  The 
payment  of  the  money  and  a  grand  feast  ratify  the 
compact.  A  man  may  send  his  wife  away,  but  he  can- 
not make  a  slave  of  her,  or  sell  her.  The  Filatahs  marry 
Nufi  women,  but  never  give  their  women  in  marriage 
to  Nufi  men.  The  Filatahs  observe  the  law  of  the 
Koran  with  regard  to  the  number  of  wives,  never 
having  more  than  four.  Mr.  Schon  told  them,  that 
Christian  people  never  took  more  than  one  wife :  and 
Qod  had  so  ordered  it.  They  were  surprised  to  hear 
that  God  had  so  appointed  it.  One  man  seemed 
particularly  struck  with-  this  communication;  and 
asked  again,  and  again,  "  If  God  really  had  said  so." 

Saturday,  October  2nd- — From  what  Mr.  Schon 
coxUd  learn  from  mallams  and  others,  it  would  appear 
that  although  there  are  nominally  two  Nufi  kings,  yet 
all  matters  of  importance  are  referred  to  the  court  at 
Rabbah;  and  no  chief,  of  whatever  rank,  or  however 
high  in  court  favour,  can  enter  into  a  treaty,  or  act  in 
any  way,  without  permission  from  Sumozariki.  The 
burden  of  his  yoke  seems  to  hang  heavy  on  the  Nufi 
people ;  and  they  make  no  secret  of  the  prevalence  of 
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a  geo^^l  desire  to  rid  themselTes  of  the  osurper.  One 
of  our  iDteTpreters,  a  Filatah  maD,  found  out  to-daj 
that  it  vas  generallj  nnderatood  that  Mamajpa 
Ederisa,  the  cMef  of  Egga,  and  a  jounger  brother  of 
Sumozariki  had  resolred  to  onite  their  povera  to 
remove  their  common  oppressor.  It  is  even  said  that 
thej  seriously  intend  to  attack  the  town  of  lUbbah 
next  month.  The  Yaniba  people,  vho  are  nov  tJso 
tributary  to  the  Filatahs,  are  quite  ripe  to  join  any 
effort  to  obtain  their  former  independence. 

The  Filatah  power  has  been  extending  for  many 
years  in  Africa :  they  obtained  posseBsion  in  Nnfi 
about  twenty-three  years  since,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
death  of  King  Mnsa,  when  a  dispute  arose  as  to  who 
should  succeed  him, — a  case  by  no  means  uniwmmoii 
at  the  demise  of  an  African  king.  His  son,  Mamagia, 
was  the  first  claimant  of  the  throne,  and  his  nephew, 
(son  of  his  eldest  sister,}  called  Jematu,  also  became  a 
candidate  for  this  honour.  Mamagia  called  in  the 
Filatah  assistance  (an  unwise  measure).  "Jematu" 
was  killed,  but  "Isa*"  his  son,  carried  on  the  war,  until 


*  iMaie^a  aoeoiint  diff«n  tiftm  thia.  He  mya  thit  Edirasa  and 
Hamagia  an  broth«n :  that  Ederiaaa  is  the  eldeet,  sod  i«  the  proper 
claimant  of  the  throite.  In  ahort,  I«n(ler  saj's  that  Ederisn  aotnally 
enooeeded  his  fkther,  and  was  acknowledged  king  bj  the  nation. 
Hagia  or  Hamagia,  the  younger  brother,  rebelled,  and  begged  tlu 
aniatance  of  Belio,  the  Sultan  of  Sokata,  who  at  once  leinforoed 
Hagia'a  rebel  arroj  by  a  body  of  aoldien.  Ederiaea  waa  defeated,  and 
obliged  to  leaTe  Nufi.  Hagia  reigned,  paying  Bello  an  annual  tribute. 
II  ag^n  called  to  the  thtone,  and  wai  desiroua  of  expellii^ 
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ultimately,  the  kingdom  vas  divided,  and  both  diri- 
Bions  became  a  province  of  the  King  of  Rabbah. 

EderiBsa,  more  correctly  "Ezn  Issa,"  lives  at  present 
at  Barra,  a  tovn  said  to  be  about  a  day's  joomej 
higher  ap  on  left  bank,  than  Egga.  Mamagia  dwells 
above  Rabbah,  at  a  pkce  called  Lakmna  or 
Sakuma. 

Sumozariki  most  be  one  of  the  most  poverful  chiefs 
in  Central  Africa.  His  present  territory  ia  great,  and 
he  ia  continually  extending  his  power.  He  pays 
merely  a  nominal  tribute  to  Bello*,  the  reigning  sul- 
tan of  Sokatu.  Hia  ovn  exactiona  from  the  Nufia 
and  Kakandas  are  upon  a  very  different  acale. 

The  proper  name  of  Ederisa,  is  Isa  or  Issa,  and  Eko 
aignifies  King  in  the  Nnfi  language.  The  proper 
mode  of  expression  ia  therefore  Ezu  Issa,  the  King 
lasa;  or  Ezu  Mamagia,  the  King  Mamagia.  There 
were  aeveral  mallama  on  board  this  morning;  mallama 
so  called,  but  they  could  not  read  or  write.  What 
ministers  of  religion  they  muat  be  I  No  wonder  that 
a  moral  gloom  hangs  over  this  country.  Mr.  Schfin 
found,  that  though  professing  Mahometism,  they  knew 
little  or  nothing  of  its  tenets,  and  expressed  a  strong 


the  Filatahs  Irom  Nnfi.  H^a  at  onoe  peroeired  his  opportunity, 
and  the  Filatalu  again  Join«d  him,  and  agwn  defeated  Ederiasa,  and 
leetored  Magia.  Hagia  was  again  deposed;  and  it  ia  pnbaUe  that  a 
Filatah  ruler  haa  been  at  £^ga  ever  since. 

*  Bello,  it  ia  said,  ia  dead,  and  was  sncceeded  bf  Iiis  brother 
Atielco(?) 
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desire  to  leant  of  as.  Tfaej  are  glad  to  knov  that 
ve  are  meflsengers  of  peace.  Thej  said,  "vhen  we 
heard  that  vhite  men  were  comings  we  were  afraid  of 
war;  bat  since  we  hare  heard  that  you  come  for 
peace,  we  rejoice."  This  must  be  of  God,  for  the 
mallam  of  Sokatn  has  sent  letters  to  intreat  all  Fil- 
atah  people  to  "  sit  and  be  quiet."  The  white  people 
are  saying  the  same  thing,  so  "  this  must  be  of  God." 
The  women  unbedtatingly  brought  their  childreu  on 
board  to  be  Taccinated.  And  the  mallams  were  not 
a  httle  pleased  at  being  taught  how  to  perform  t^e 
operation. 

James  Macaulay,  one  of  the  Nufi  interpreters  en- 
gaged at  Sierra  Leone,  accidentally  met  with  his  sistra 
in  the  streets  of  Egga.  This  man  had  been  euslared 
and  sold  twenty  years  before,  when  he  was  sent  down 
to  the  coast  Her  object  in  coming  on  board,  was  to 
see  if  Captain  Trotter  could  intercede  with  the  Fil- 
atahs  in  her  behalf  as  they  had  lately  carried  off  two 
of  her  children  to  S<^tu. 

The  Kromen  were  engaged  all  day  in  cutting 
wood  on  the  bank  opposite  to  Egga. 

The  weather  continues  sultry  and  most  opprrasire 
during  the  day.  A  tornado  in  the  evening  was  wel- 
comed by  all  on  boaird, — by  the  healthy  as  well  as  by 
the  sick. 

George  Syme,  quartermaster,  was  added  to  the 
number  dead,  in  the  eTeoing.  An  examination  of  the 
body  was  hurriedly  made  on  the  spooson  the  follow- 
ing morning. 
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October  3rd. — Thia  day  our  hopes  of  penetrating 
farther  into  the  interior  received  a  finiBhing  blov. 
Our  arduoas,  enterprising,  and  kind  chie^  who  vaa 
complaining  jraterdaj,  has  now  immistakeable  Bjmp- 
toms  of  fcTer.  Commander  Bird  AUen  lies  in  a  very 
critical  state,  and  upwards  of  twenty  others  of  our 
companions  are  completely  prostrated.  In  short,  of 
the  whites  at  all  fit  for  duty,  there  remain  only  one 
seaman,  the  seijeont,  and  one  private  of  marines, 
John  Huxley,  sick  attendant,  John  Duncan,  master- 
at-arms,  Mr.  WiUie,  mate.  Dr.  Stanger,  and  myself. 
Mr.  Willie,  I  fear,  is  not  altogether  welL  How  unfor- 
tunate ia  aU  this  I  To  he  arrested  as  it  were,  at  the 
very  threshold  of  this  fine  open  coantry,  where  the 
mountain  ranges — tabular,  rounded,  and  of  all  forms, 
seen  afar,  rising  majestically  on  the  dear  horizon,  in- 
rite  us  with  all  the  interest  and  attraction  that 
belongs  to  onknown  regions. 

But  in  our  present  weakened  condition,  we  are  not 
fit  to  meet  the  contingency  of  getting  aground,  and 
other  difficulties  likely  to  uise,  in  narigating  a  com- 
paratively unknown,  and  now  falling  river*. 

The  time,  therefore,  seems  now  to  have  arrived 
when  there  is  no  reasonable  prospect  of  our  reaching 
Rabbah  this  season  ;  and  no  alternative  left  us  but  to 
return  to  the  sea  with  all  possible  speed. 

*  Dr.  Stanger  found  by  the  morlu  on  shore  that  the  water  had 
Mien  fbnrteen  jnclies  on  the  29th  September,  and  on  the  6th  October 
not  len  than  three  feet. 
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This  resolution  having  been  taken  in  the  momin|^ 
the  anchor  was  weighed,  and  the  Tessel  dropped  down 
with  the  stream,  a  few  miles  below  Egga,  where  we 
anchored  in  the  eveniug. 

Those  only  who  were  with  Captain  Trotter  from 
first  to  hiBt  in  the  Expedition,  and  had  an  opportanitj 
of  observing  with  what  unceasing  zeal,  what  antiring 
energy  he  devoted  himself  to  its  grand  objects,  can 
form  any  idea  of  the  painful  sacrifice  stern  necessity 
compelled  him  to  make,  when  he  issued  the  order  to 
turn  the  vessel's  head  downwards,  and  relinquish 
designs,  whidi  his  benevolent  mind  had  so  long  and 
so  ardently  cherished. 

To  say  more  of  this  excellent  man  on  this  trying 
occasion,  might  appear  unseemly.  Justice  to  my  own 
feelings,  as  well  as  to  him,  tells  me  I  ought  not  to  say 
less. 

Atebaqes  of  Mbtbobological  Obsebvationb  taken 

AT  AND  BELOW  EoOA,   FBOH  THE    IST  TO  THE  6TH 


Octobbb;  both  days  included.   (3  p.m.) 

Baro- 
meter. 

Ther- 
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Dead  calm  all  day. 
Occasional  torna- 
dos dnring  night. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Roguig's  opinion  of  the  Model  Farm — lUneaa  of  tlie  a 
Doctor  Stanger  Tolunteera  to  nuuttge  the  engines — Village  of 
BuddD—Ealundo,  tribntaiy  to  the  Attih  of  Iddah— Filatah 
uxa/eHom—'Uhe  captured  akTea  belniging  to  the  Chief  of  Uny e — 
Influence  of  medical  mat  among  the  notiTea— Hallam  dooton— 
AnxioQs  to  introduce  raceination — Native  method  of  capping — 
One  of  the  officen  jnmpa  ovetbosrd  In  a  paroxysm  of  fevar— Saved 
by  two  Afrieana— Hr.  Lodge,  engineer,  drowned— Sickncaa  of  all 
the  Earopeana  onployed  at  the  Model  Eetabliehment  —  Thdr 
removal— Pricee  of  proviaiona— Progreae  down  the  river — Doctor 
UacWilliam'e  trying  poeition— Adnku'a  kind  wiahea — Increanng 
aiekneae  of  '  Albert'a'  crew,  and  death  of  Mr.  Kingdon — King  Obi 
eomewhat  redeema  hia  character  by  aeaiaUng  the  'Albert'— Tlie 
Abiab  chief  judge  M^tened— Meet  the '  Etbi<^'— Anxiotu  period 
for  Doctors  HaoWilliama  and  Stanger  —Tribute  to  Mr.  Beecroft  foi 
hla  generona  aervicea—The  '  Albert'  reachee  Fernando  Po. 

On  the  Sth  October  Captain  Trotter  sent  Mr. 
Brown  to  the  chief  of  Egga,  vith  a  meesage  for  the 
King  of  Rabbah,  relative  to  the  objecte  of  the  Expe- 
dition, accompanied  bj  a  present,  including  a  print  of 
the  Teasels  of  the  Expedition.  A  present  vas  also 
Bent  to  Rogang  himself,  nrho  vas  now  altogether  mudi 
pleased,  and  expressed  great  satisfaction  that  a  mes- 
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8^  vas  to  be  sent  to  Sumoraziki,  vbich  vould 
remove  all  chance  of  his  imagioiDg  that  he  (Rogang) 
had  in  aaj  way  prejudiced  the  captain  against  him. 

Kogang  sajs  that  there  are  roclcs  obstmcting  the 
passage  in  the  rirer,  betvixt  Rabbah  and  Bonasa,  so 
as  to  prevent  canoes  passing  easily  at  any  time. 
Consequently,  people  always  travel  by  land  when  the 
water  is  low.  Rogang  also  said  that  canoes  cannot 
pass  at  any  time  from  Rabbah  to  Tauri;  and  that 
the  jonruey  from  the  one  place  to  the  other  occupies 
about  ux  days.  In  seven  months  more,  according  to 
his  statement,  the  river  will  be  high  enough  for  our 
vessels  to  go  from  the  sea  to  Rabbah.  Ootton  is 
grown  extenurely  on  the  bank  opposite  to  Rabbah. 
Rogang  thinks  it  would  be  beneficial  to  all,  for  the 
Bnglish  to  make  a  settlement  there,  but  that  the 
pennission  of  the  Rabbah  king  is  to  be  obtained  first 

The  king  would  like,  no  doubt,  to  have  the  courtesy 
of  asking  permission  paid  him;  but  Rogang  does  not 
think  he  would  be  hostile  to  the  measure,  even  if 
entered  into  without  his  consent  being  first  obtained. 

The  comparatively  civilized  state  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Rabbah,  its  position,  the  enterprising  character  of 
its  ruler,  and  the  present  extension  of  Filatah  influ- 
ence tiiroughout  the  Niger,  are  valid  reasons  for 
opening  up  intercourse  with  this  city*. 


*  IUbbah,ac<Mn]iiig  to  Captain  AUen'ichart,  is  499  miles  from  th» 
•ea;  and  allowing  a  steamer  to  liare  a  tpecd  of  eight  IcnoU  an  hour, 
VOL.  II.  1 
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Somoraziki  once  gained  over  to  onr  views,  and 
Rabbab  open  to  us,  there  would  follow  very  little 
difficulty  in  bolding  the  Attith  of  Iddab,  and  Obi, 
king  of  Ab6h  (tlie  only  other  cbiefe  of  any  importance 
in  the  Niger,)  strictly  by  the  terms  of  the  treaties  they 
have  entered  into  with  us. 

Continued  dropping  down  with  the  stream  until  the 
erening,  when  we  anchored  near  a  village. 

Octcber  Gth. — Dr.  Stanger  has  undertaken  to  work 
the  engines,  with  some  assistance  from  Mr.  Brown, 
the  only  engineer  able  to  more  out  of  bed.  The 
steam  has  accordingly  been  got  up,  imd  we  bare  been 
making  good  way  all  day.  Mr.  Willie  is  now  too  iU 
to  have  any  chai^  and  I  bare  been  obliged  to  attend 
to  the  duties  of  the  ship,  as  well  as  to  the  sick. 
Oaptain  Trotter  is  a  little  better;  but  Oommander 
B.  Allen  and  Lieutenant  Stenhouse  are  both  danger- 
onslj  ilL  At  half-past  twelve,  the  vessel  toudied  the 
ground,  but  by  reversing  the  engines,  was  soon  got 
from  one  fathom  to  three  fathoms'  water.  About  fire 
in  the  afternoon  the  vessel  again  struck  on  a  bank 
near  Adama  Dalii,  but  soon  got  off.  Shortly  after- 
wards, anchored  for  the  night  near  the  left  bank,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river  to  Buddo,  a  Kakanda 
town  already  spoken  of. 


Bh«  could  meh  lUbbfth  m  wren  and  a  qoarter  daya  of  twelre  hoan, 
at  full  Bp«ed.  Sx  dajs  would  be  nqaired  for  her  retTirn,  with 
praper  prudence,  until  the  rirer  is  better  known. 
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Thursday,  October  1th. — Accompaoied  bj  MesaiB. 
Sdion  and  Brown,  landed  in  the  morning  at  Buddu, 
for  the  porpoee  of  haTing  an  intemer  with  the  chief 
there,  and  putting  some  queries  to  him  relatire  to 
the  Blare  trade,  the  state  of  the  country,  and  how  far 
these  were  affected  by  the  Filatah  incursions.  Our 
progress  in  the  boat  was  occasionallj  obstructed  bj 
taU  reeda  and  dumps  of  bushes  of  a  beautiiul  papilion- 
aceous plant,  (Sesdonia  punctata),  in  fall  blossom,  show- 
ing to  what  an  extent  the  river  was  here  still  beyond 
its  osoal  limit ;  the  space  covered  by  water  between 
both  shores  being  not  under  a  mile  and  a  half.  We 
foond  that  the  chief  had  left;  Buddu  to  be  present  at  a 
palaver  at  Iddah;  bat  his  son,  an  agreeable  young 
fellow,  about  twenty-ei^t  years  of  age,  soon  joined 
us;  ajid  he,  aa  well  as  some  of  the  headmen,  was  very 
willing  to  answer  all  our  interrogations.  We  were 
desired  to  accompany  Mamansa  and  the  other  head- 
men to  the  court  behind  Mamansa's  house,  where  a 
great  number  of  people  crowded  roond  us.  When  we 
had,  after  a  loog  exercise  of  patience,  obtained  some- 
thing like  silence,  we  were  able  to  elicit  the  fol- 
lowing information  relating  to  points  which  Captain 
Trotter  was  desirous  of  knowing. 

The  present  Attkh  of  Iddah  has  ruled  nearly  four 
years,  but  the  Kakauda  people,  a  name  synonymous 
with  what  the  Africans,  especially  the  Iddah  people, 
call  "Tchabbi,"  have  from  time  immemorial  been 
subject  to  the  monarch  at  Iddah,  and  have  paid 
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tribute  to  the  Pilatahs  aboat  ten  years.  The  AttJJi, 
although  poaseBeing  full  power  over  the  Eakaodas, 
limits  his  aonaal  exactions  to  a  lov  rate.  A  horse  is 
all  that  is  demanded;  a  tribute  so  small  as  to  seem, 
surely,  more  for  the  parpose  of  keeping  up  authority, 
than  for  exercising  the  power  it  might  entitle  the  Att^h 
to.  The  same  small  tribute  is  paid  at  Oori,  one  of 
the  great  markets;  more  has  never  been  paid,  other- 
wise it  might  have  been  supposed  that  the  Att^  had 
of  late  deemed  it  prudent  to  accept  any  acknowledg- 
ment of  allegiance  from  people  a  long  way  from  him, 
and  under  such  fearful  subjugation  to  another  power, 
which  eren  menaces  hims^,  namely  the  Filatahs. 
These  inexorable  foes  piud  them  a  nsit  three  ntoons 
since,  but  they  then  gave  them  a  sum,  and  pro- 
mised, in  conjunction  with  the  people  of  Rikido*,  on 
the  opposite  bank,  to  pay  one  hundred  titiousand 
cowries  annually.  Now,  so  long  as  they  can  afford 
this,  the  Filatahs  will  leave  them  unmolested,  but  if 
they  fail  to  hare  it  ready  at  the  stated  period,  then 
they  will  take  people  in  lieu  thereof.  The  reBourcea 
of  the  Eakanda  people  are  at  present  insufficient  to 
insure  a  constant  supply  for  their  exactions,  and  if 
money  be  not  forthcoming,  slaves  must  be  made. 
Hence,  so  long  as  Filatah  power  continues,  slavery 


*  Fire-anni  are  used  by  the  FilAtahs ;  eaoh  haa  hia  tnnaket. 
Thay  have  also  speus  and  swords,  bows  and  urow^  deadly  poisoned. 
In  their  predatory  excutwons  they  are  gowrally  on  horseback. 
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will  exist.  It  signifies  not  who  are  enslaved,  but  they 
mnst  have  the  amoant  of  tribute,  ai  least.  On  some 
occasiona,  the  Kakanda  people  ransom  their  friends 
from  the  Filatahs. 

The  Att^  of  Iddah  has  procltumed  the  articles  of 
treaty  here,  though  all  of  them  did  act  seem  to  be 
acquainted  with  them.  The  Budda  people  candidly 
acknowledged  that  they  had  been  great  slaTC-dealers, 
in  short,  that  the  trade  had  been  their  great  source  of 
emolument.  But  now,  they  say,  they  will  not  purchase 
more  slaTes,  but  only  retain  the  domestic  slares  they 
Already  hare.  On  inquiring  their  opinion  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  treaty,  and  about  our  capturing  the  three 
slaves  belonging  to  the  chief  of  Muyd,  "Omeh"  of  the 
Chart,  they  said,  "  You  are  stronger  than  we  are,  and 
you  can  do  as  you  like;  we  ore  willing  to  obey  you." 
It  was  answered,  that  the  Queen  of  England  had  no 
de^re  in  this  instance  to  act  with  force ;  her  reason 
was  simply  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  black 
men,  and  prerent  their  being  made  slaves  of;  that  for 
Uus  end,  much  trouble  was  taken  now,  and  had  been 
taken  f<H- many  years;  much  expense  incurred;  and 
much  white  life  had  been  lost.  But  the  liberation  of 
man  firom  slavery  was  in  accordance  with  God's  law, 
ndiich  taught  that  we  should  love  God,  and  our  neigh- 
bour as  ouraelvea.  They  seemed  certainly  struck  with 
Mr.  Schon's  eipoeition  of  the  miseries  and  horrors 
of  slavery,  and  said,  "  As  far  as  we  are  concerned,  we 
would  give  it  up,  and  now  must  do  so;  but  it  would 
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be  good  if  the  Filatabs  could  be  persuaded  that 
the  traflSc  ■was  bad ;  were  this  the  case,  they  would 
cease  to  sell  us  vhen  the  tribute  vas  not  forth- 
coming." 

Macaulaj,  one  of  our  interpretera,  had  been  a  alare 
at  this  Terj  tomi,  and,  curioua  to  say,  almost  the  first 
female  ve  met  was  the  woman  who  sold  him.  She 
laughed  heartily,  and  seemed  delighted  at  seeing  her 
former  slave,  and  wished  to  present  him  with  a  fowl 
if  he  could  stop  a  httle.  She  was  a  stout  little 
woman,  with  some  fearful  gashes  in  her  face.  She 
laughed  and  said  that  she  was  not  hitherto  aware  that 
it  was  wrong  to  sell  slaves,  but  after  all  she  never 
wished  to  part  with  Macaulay ;  her  husband  insisted 
upon  it,  and,  acting  upon  the  doctrine  of  obedience,  she 
gave  way  to  her  better  half.  Macaulay  was  bom  at 
Mamagta  (Nufi),  When  a  boy  he  was  stolen  by  the 
Filatahs,  and  taken  by  them  to  Egga,  who  sold  him 
to  a  mallam  of  Kakanda,  called  La-firma,  who  sold 
him  again  to  the  Bnddu  damsel ;  she  in  torn  disposed  of 
him  to  King  Obi;  Obi  sent  him  with  a  canoe  load 
of  slaves  to  King  Peppel  of  Bonny,  by  whom  he  was 
sold  to  a  Spanish  slave  ship,  which  was  taken  by  one 
of  our  croisera. 

They  denied  that  human  sacrifice  had  ever  been 
made  by  them  or  their  ancestors,  even  before  the 
introduction  of  Mahomedism,  They  sacrifice  only 
goats,  sheep,  and  fowls,  to  propitiate  the  Deity. 

I  have  been  all  along  very  desirous  to  extend  the 
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beoelit  of  vaocinatioD  to  the  tribes  of  the  Niger,  and 
hare  at  most  places  raccinated,  and  recommeDded  it 
to  the  mallamB  on  eveiy  occasion.  I  explained  its  use 
to  one  OT  Wo  mallams,  and  to  Mamansa,  the  chief's 
son.  MamanBa  was  particolarlj  struck  vith  vhat  was 
told  him,  and  at  once  be^ed  to  be  shown  how  to 
operate  himsel£  He  inserted  the  lymph  into  the  arms 
of  six  bojs,  and  reallj  with  neatness  and  skill,  although 
I  dare  say  he  never  saw  a  lancet  before  in  his  life. 
But  the  people  here  seem  to  have  great  imitative 
power.  Before  m;  &iend  Mamansa  made  his  debut 
as  an  operator,  I  showed  him  the  mode  of  proceeding, 
in  two  cases.  He  then  took  the  lancet,  and  per- 
formed, with  an  address  that  would  have  delighted 
mj  friend  Dr.  Gilham,  of  the  National  Vaccine  Insti- 
tation. 

Speaking  of  vaccination,  I  would  here  remark,  that 
I  feel  confident,  that  medicine  and  surgery,  jodicionsl; 
exercised,  will  form  important  elements  in  any  endea- 
vonr  to  civilize  the  tribes  on  the  hanks  of  the  Niger. 
The  same  will  obtain,  I  beUeve,  throughout  Africa. 
The  Africans  have  the  most  sacred  confidence  in  the 
powers  of  medicine.  Medical  practitioners  are  nowhere 
more  respected.  When  first  I  proposed  vaccination 
as  an  effectual  remedy  for  one  of  their  most  direful 
scourges  in  the  dry  season,  it  is  true  many  of  the 
mothers  listened  with  doubt,  and  eventually  ran  away 
with  their  children ;  but  we  must  not  forget  the  bitter 
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animoaitj  entertained  bj  enlightened  men  of  the  day 
in  our  own  countij,  against  one  of  the  greatest  mecUcal 
discoTeries  ever  promtdgated  to  the  vorld.  Upvarda 
of  half  a  centurf  has  passed  awaj,  and  the  prejudice 
against  vaccination  has  not  altogether  disappeared 
with  time.  I  have  said,  many  of  the  AErican  mothers 
were  doubtful  of  this  new  remedy,  but  great  numbers 
staid  and  submitted  their  children  to  the  operattcm, 
when  its  simplicity  and  after  benefits  were  clearly  ex- 
plained to  them. 

Although  the  practice  of  medicine  is  in  the  loweat 
state  of  degradation,  clouded  with  all  possible  super- 
stitions, yet  its  professors,  the  maUams,  are  well  pro- 
vided for,  and  are  even  looked  up  to ;  specially  in  the 
Nufi  and  Eakanda  countries.  The  mallams  (chiefly 
from  Rabbah,)  profess  to  teach  Kohammedanism,  and 
to  practice  the  healing  art.  Charms  in  the  form  of 
scraps  from  the  Koran,  are  resorted  to  in  all  cases  of 
difficulty.  They  circumcise  and  scarify  when  there  is 
any  local  pain  in  the  fevers  of  the  country.  This  ritual 
is  performed  at  an  early  age.  Their  sole  instrument 
is  a  country  razor.  The  mallams  aje  paid  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  patients.  At  Egga,  I 
understand  a  sheep,  a  goat,  and  several  thousand 
cowries  are  often  the  "fee"  for  one  operation.  It  is 
through  the  mallams  that  I  entertain  strong  hopes  c^ 
extending  vaccination  throughout  Africa,  at  all  events, 
along  the  banks  of  ihe  Niger.     Desirous  as  they  are 
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to  add  to  their  importance,  they  will  be  quite  ready 
to  have  the  boaet  of  a  new  operation,  which  is  in  itself 
so  simple.  Self-interest,  then,  will  prompt  them  to 
attend  to  Taccination,  and  in  process  of  time,  the 
people  themselves  will  be  able  to  appreciate  in  soma 
d^ree  the  ralae  of  Jenner's  immortal  discoverj. 

I  have  seen  few  people  in  England  submit  so  qnietlj 
and  wiUingly  to  medical  or  soi^cal  treatment  as  the 
Africans  do.  I  hare,  for  instance,  proposed  to  a  man 
to  be  operated  apon  for  cataract.  He  has  sat  down. 
The  lens  has  been  depressed,  and  he  has  afterwards 
wallced  qnietlj  into  his  boat. 

Ajimba,  tiie  son  of  the  chief  of  tAnyk,  who  was  t^e 
owner  of  the  slaves  we  took  from  the  canoe  on  onr 
way  upwards,  came  on  board  with  two  mallams.  They 
were  accompanied  bj  the  slave  boj  on  whom  I  operated 
for  cataract.  He  was  delighted  that  he  coidd  count 
the  number  of  fingers  held  to  his  eye,  of  which  he  was 
before  stone  blind. 

Mamansa,  asked  me  to  give  him  a  charm  to  pre- 
serve his  health  and  strength. 

Bndda  appears  to  be  the  chi<^  town  of  Kakanda. 
It  is  sitnated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Niger.  The 
town,  which  consists  of  two  parts,  may  contain  from 
three  to  foor  thooaand  inhabitants.  The  fants  are 
cwcnlar,  biult  of  day,  and,  what  I  had  not  before  seen, 
on  the  summit  of  the  ccme  of  grass  which  forms  the 
roof,  there  was  an  earthen  pot,  black  ajid  polished. 


^d  by  Google 


122  DISEASES. 

about  a  foot  in  diameter,  and  tvo  feet  deep,  inrerted. 
This  MarmaDsa  said  prevented  the  hats  being  struck 
■with  lightning.  The  people  seem  to  be  idle;  there 
was  little  doing,  and  the  canoes  were  of  an  inferior 
order.  The  men  had  their  heads'  shaven,  generally  so 
as  to  leave  two  or  more  circular  patdies  of  hair. 
Their  dress  consisted  of  the  clont  only.  A  few  tobes 
were  seen.  The  hair  of  the  women  was  generallj 
arranged  in  small  pliuts,  hanging  round  the  ears  like 
the  &inge-work  of  a  curtain;  some  had  the  head 
entirelj  shaved.  A  man  maj  have  as  manj  wives  as 
he  can  afford  to  keep.  The  akin  of  some  of  the 
women  was  hero  and  there  stained  with  camwood, 
and  the  galena  to  the  ejelids  seemed  to  be  common. 

Satchaw  has  been  fifteen  years  chief  here,  but  the 
Attah  has  not  as  yet  thought  fit  formally  to  confirm 
him  in  his  appointment.  Another  chief  is  talked  o^ 
but  his  name  is  not  yet  known. 

In  the  dry  season,  fevers  carry  off*  a  great  many. 
Small  pox  also  prevails  as  well  as  fever,  bowel  com- 
plaints, and  sore  eyes. 

Before  we  left,  Uamansa  presented  us  with  a  goat, 
and  a  large  jar  of  beer,  which  he  said  would  make  a 
good  breakfast  for  us. 

All  were  glad  to  hear  of  our  settlement  at  the  con- 
fluence, and  said  tbey  would  be  happy  to  go  and  make 
trade  with  our  people,  and  see  how  they  build  their 
huts,  and  how  they  cultivated  the  ground.    They  liked 
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vhite  men,  and  would  be  much  pleased  to  see  some 
-white  mallams.  About  twelve  returned  to  the  ship 
and  weighed ;  steamed  till  two  p.m.,  theo  dropped  down 
below  aujb  (Omeh  of  the  chart),  and  anchored  tiiere 
for  the  night. 

October  StA. — ^Last  night  aboat  twelve  o'clock,  while 
snatching  a  few  minutes'  sleep  on  one  of  the  gnn>room 
lockers,  I  was  awoke  bj  a  splash  in  the  water,  fol- 
lowed by  a  loud  Bcream.  Rushing  on  deck,  I  found, 
to  my  horror,  that  Mr.  Wilmett,  one  of  the  sick 
officers,  who  had  been  delirious  for  some  days,  had 
contrived,  notwithstanding  that  he  was  watched  by 
two  black  men,  to  push  back  the  slide  of  his  cabin 
window,  and  jump  overboard.  While  the  boat  was 
being  lowered  (which  was  done  as  soon  as  possible) 
William  Quj,  a  Qambia  man,  and  Tom  Osmond,  a 
Kruman,  leaped  into  the  river,  and  swam  after  him. 
Every  one  who  could  manage  to  crawl  was  inatantlj 
on  deck. 

It  was  pitch  dark,  and  the  cries  of  the  poor  fellow, 
becoming  more  and  more  feeble,  as  he  was  being 
carried  rapidly  down  the  river  by  the  force  of  the 
coirent,  broke  dismally  the  dead  silence  of  the  night, 
and  filled  all  of  us  with  the  most  fearful  anticipations 
as  to  his  fate. 

No  one  moved  or  spoke;  the  attention  of  every  one 
was  kept  painfully  on  the  rack,  as  the  hollow  sound 
of  the  oara  in  the  rullocks,  gradually  becoming  more 
distinct,  denoted  that  the  boat  was  returning.     At 
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length,  after  being  kept  in  a  state  of  torturing  anxiety 
for  twenty  minutes,  ve  again  began  to  breathe  freelj, 
when  she  came  alongside  with  oar  shipmate,  whom  ve 
had  all  hut  giren  up  for  lost. 

The  Africans,  guided  by  Wilmett's  cries,  had  fol- 
lowed him  close,  but  did  not  come  up  with  him  until 
they  were  a  mile  below  the  ship.  They  contrived  to 
hold  him  on  until  the  boat  dropped  down  and  picked 
them  up*. 

Weighed  anchor  at  six  A..M.,  and  dropped  down  with 
the  stream  a  few  miles,  while  the  steam  was  being  got 
up.  The  Victoria  Range  was  soon  in  sight ;  and  as 
all  knew  that  it  was  not  far  from  the  confluence,  there 
was  general  joy  throughoot  the  ship. 

A  gloom,  howeTor,  was  thrown  orer  the  ship  this 
forenoon  a  little  past  eleren.  Mr.  Lodge,  the  second 
engineer,  who  had  for  a  week  been  labouring  under 
feTcr,  had  manifested  on  the  evening  before  some 
symptoms  of  delirium,  and  he  was,  as  a  matter  of 
precaution,  restnuned  in  his  cot  In  the  morning  he 
was  quite  quiet  and  sensible,  bnt  complained  of  being 
bonnd.  In  the  forenoon  he  asked  me  for  a  drink,  and 
looked  perfectly  collected.  In  ten  minutes  afterwards 
he  got  out  of  his  cot  unperceived  (which  was  on  the 
poop  nnder  an  awning  and  an  inverted  basket  boat) 
Mid  jumped  overboard.      Strange  to  say,  although 


*  BoUi  most  deserredly  received  the  diploma  and  hononry  rilver 
medallion  from  the  Royal  Hamtne  Societjr  of  Londtm. 
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then  vera  fata  officers  in  cots  dose  to  bim,  they  did 
not  hear  ^im  more,  nor  did  the  sick  attendants  who 
Tore  on  the  spot.  Poor  fellow,  he  kept  up  for  some 
time.  The  boat  was  dropped  astern,  bat  it  was 
doomed  that  he  was  not  to  be  rescued,  for  he  sunk 
and  never  reappeared. 

We  were  obhged  to  stop  frequently  doriDg  the  day, 
bdng  often  in  one  and  a  half  fathoms*  water,  and 
getting  on  shore  with  a  falling  rirer,  is,  under  present 
circumstances,  too  fearful  to  contemplate. 

In  the  afternoon  sereral  large  crocodiles  were  seen 
on  the  banks,  some  of  them  not  less  than  twenty  feet 
long.  Dr.  Stanger  fired  at  one  of  them  and  struck  it 
near  the  neck.  The  ball,  however,  ^anced  ofi^,  as  the 
monster  quietly  took  to  the  water,  and  made  for  the 
rushes  immediately  afterwards. 

Some  of  the  views,  on  the  right  bank  particularly, 
hare  been  of  the  most  beaatifid  kind.  Iiooking  up 
some  of  the  lateral  branches,  the  eye  beheld  a  long 
vista  (so  to  apeak)  of  water,  threading  itself  through 
interminable  green  grovee.  I  know  nodiing  in  nature 
with  which  to  compare  what  I  have  seen  of  this  kind 
of  scenery,  during  the  last  two  days.  Were  we  only 
blessed  with  health ! 

At  this  period  the  anxiety  of  Dr.  Stanger  and 
myself  for  the  safety  of  the  vessel,  and  our  mental 
anguish  at  seeing  nearly  all  onr  shipmates  in  a  help- 
less condition,  cannot  be  expressed. 

Captain   B.  Allen   was  seemingly  sinking   in  the 
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course  of  the  afternoon;  but  he  rallied  towards  the 
erening. 

At  six  P.M.  anchored  about  aix  miles  above  the  Gon- 


October  9th. — There  was  a  very  heavy  tornado  last 
night,  followed  bj  a  pelting  rain.  At  fire  in  the 
evening  it  was  beautifiilljr  clear;  and  as  all  were 
anxious  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  our  friends  at 
the  model  farm,  the  vessel  was  got  under  weigh  by  six 
o'clock,  and  was  dropping  with  the  current  when,  in 
rounding  a  point,  she  was  carried  among  the  bushes; 
but  there  being  three  &thoms'  water,  did  not  touch 
the  ground,  A  kedge  was  carried  out  from  the  lar- 
board bow  to  the  middle  stream  and  weighed,  bj 
which  means  the  vessel  got  clear.  The  steam  was  got 
up  soon  afterwards,  and  at  about  eight  we  were 
gratified  b;  a  sight  of  the  Eglinton  Tent,  a  conspi- 
cuous object  on  Stirling  Hill. 

The  quantity  of  cleared  land,  the  advance  made  in 
the  building  of  the  superintendent's  house,  and  the 
cheerful  aspect  of  the  whole  place,  seemed  to  indicate 
a  degree  of  prosperity  and  industry  that  induced  us 
to  think  that  he  and  bis  companions  had  been  mer- 
ciftilly  protected  from  disease ;  but  our  hopes  here 
were  again  doomed  to  disappointment. 

No  sooner  was  the  anchor  dropped  than  Dr.  Stanger 
and  I  proceeded  on  board  the  'Amelia,'  and  found 
there  Mr.  Kingdon,  sdioolmaster,  in  the  low  stage  of 
fever;  and  Mr.  Ansell,  the  gardener,  lying  in  his  cot 
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vith  the  same  disease.  On  shore  no  better  tidings 
awaited  us;  for  there  also  Mr,  Carr,  the  superin- 
tendeot,  was  found  confined  to  his  bed.  He  had  been 
ill  ten  dajB,  and  vas  still  in  a  rerj  donbtfol  state. 
In  such  circumstances  the  course  to  be  adopted  was 
soon  determined  upon.  Captain  Trotter  was  still 
much  indisposed;  but  I  communicated  mj  wishes  to 
him  relative  to  the  superintendent  and  the  two  Euro- 
peans, as  well  as  mj  ideas  regarding  the  future 
management  of  the  settlement.  He  desired  me  to 
act,  as  under  existing  circumstances  I  best  saw  fit; 
and  being  confirmed  in  my  opinion  hj  that  of  Dr. 
Stanger,  it  was  leeolved  at  once  to  remove  Mr.  Carr, 
Mr.  Kingdon,  and  Mr.  Ansell,  on  board  the  'Albert,' 
where  thej  would  have  the  benefit  of  medical  assist- 
ance, in  addition  to  that  Ukelj  to  accrue  from  change 
of  climate.  The  natives  had  on  all  occasions  been 
most  friendly  to  the  settlers;  and  labour  and  pro- 
visions in  abundance  were  easily  procured  at  moderate 
prices.  We  therefore  had  no  hesitation  in  placing 
Ralph  Moore,  an  American  negro  emigrant,  whom  we 
got  at  Liberia,  and  a  man  of  steadiness  and  respecta- 
bility, in  the  temporary  charge  of  the  model  farm, 
with  Neezer,  a  negro  printer,  frum  Sierra  Leone,  to 
look  after  the  stores,  and  otherwise  to  assist  him  in 
the  management  of  the  establishment ;  consisting  of 
twenty  negro  men,  women,  and  children,  from  Sierra 
Leone. 

The  'Amelia'  was  left  for  the  protection  of  the 
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settlers,  in  charge  of  Thomas  King,  an  intelligent  man 
of  odoui,  and  twelve  blacks,  among  whom  vaa  Wil- 
liam Qny,  a  steady  and  good  aeaman. 

King  had  joined  our  expedition  at  Sierra  Leone, 
and  his  conduct  had,  in  addition  to  the  excellent 
character  given  him  by  Mr.  Schon,  heen  snch,  as  to 
entitle  him  to  every  confidence. 

During  the  vhde  of  the  day  tdl  available  hands 
were  employed  in  providing  the  settlement  and  ship 
with  provisions  to  last  nine  months,  and  cowries  to 
purchase  enough  for  three  months  more,  getting  wood 
on  board,  and  making  arrangements  for  omr  departure 
the  following  morning. 

Mr.  Moore  had  forty  natives  employed  on  the  farm, 
in  addition  to  the  artificers  and  agriculturists  brought 
from  Sierra  Leone.  Eleven  acres  of  ground  were 
cleared,  and  he  purposed  planting  cotton  in  a  few 
days,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  soil,  he  anticipated 
very  good  crops*. 

He  said  the  natives  were  anxious  to  be  on  the  most 
friendly  tenuB  with  the  settlers,  and  worked  readily  on 


*  Some  of  tiie  natiTes  brought  Bpecimeiu  of  cotton  on  board,  which 
looked  well.  Acoording  to  Di.  Stanger,  "  the  soil  of  Stirling  Hill, 
and  as  for  up  the  river  as  was  explored,  is  composed  of  horisontal 
sandstone,  becoming  more  highly  ferragiiioua  M  we  ascend.  At 
Stiriing  Hill  the  ironoccnn  in  the  form  of  pes  iron  ore."  TheTalleys 
and  flats  are  in  general  covered  with  a  rich  vegetable  mould.  The 
ground  subjected  to  Uie  temporary  inundation  of  the  river  is  generally 
left  more  or  less  swampy. 
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SUrling  money 

1000 

cowries     Is.  5d. 

800 

10 

1000 

1     5 

100 

„         0    li 

80 

0     1 

200 

0     3 

the  form  for  covries  to  the  amoant  of  three-pence  per 
dsj. 

Hr.  Oair  established  vith  the  natives  the  following 
tariff  of  prices  for  the  several  articles  undermen- 
tioned, viz.  ;— 

For  goats  (milch) 
„  ditto  (not  milch) 
„  sheep  (full  grown) 

fowls  (large) 

ditto  (small) 

ducks  (Muscovy) 

eggs  from  5  to  10 

,  jams  (per  cwt.)  400 

tobacco,  good, 

(per  10  lbs.)  500 

All  the  above  articles  were  to  be  had  in  abundance. 
Mr.  Can-  said  the  tobacco  was  superior  to  the  Ame- 
rican tobacco. 

In  the  afternoon  a  large  canoe,  loaded  with  goods 
of  various  kinds,  passed  upwards  for  the  Kirn  market. 

Sunday,  October  10th. — The  morning  broke  beau- 
tifoUj,  after  heavy  rain  during  tho  night.  At  six 
o'clock  I  was  on  shore,  and  while  preparation  was  being 
made  for  the  embarkation  of  Mr.  Oarr,  I  walked  to 
the  summit  of  Stirling  Hill  to  take  a  last  look  at  the 
lovely  scenery  of  the  Confluence. 

The  morning  was  perfectly  still,  and  there  was  a 
fresh  coolness  of  the  atmosphere,  now  remarkably 
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dear  after  the  rain.  While  looking  upon  these  great 
highirajs  for  the  advance  of  civilization  into  the 
interior  of  Africa — the  Niger,  with  its  rich  tropical 
vegetation,  and  the  more  open  and  broad  expanse  of 
the  Tchadda,  flowing  flmoothly  from  the  eastward,  with 
the  hills  in  the  far  distance  to  the  northward  and 
eastward,  I  could  not  but  grieve  that  such  a  country 
■was  about  to  be  abandoned  bj  civilized  man;  and  that 
an  enterprise  which  had  originated  in  the  most  noble 
of  hnman  motives,  with  all  appliances  that  human 
ingenuity  and  human  foresight  could  devise  for  a  suc- 
cessM  issue ;  with  success  granted,  for  a  while,  even 
to  our  utmost  wishes,  waa  now,  alas  I  doomed  to  so 
melancholy  a  termination. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  sublimity  of  the  scene, 
and  with  a  feeling  of  thankfulness  that  during  the  sad 
reign  of  sickness  and  death,  some  of  us  were  still 
mercifully  protected,  I  returned  to  the  settlement, 
where  my  thoughts  were  soon  engaged  in  the  more 
immediate  and  pressing  occupation  of  making  prepa- 
ration to  resume  the  downward  voyage. 

10  A.M. — Having  completed  all  arrangements,  and 
delivered  written  orders  to  the  persons  left  in  charge 
of  the  farm  and  ship  respectively,  the  sick  were 
brought  on  board  the  '  Albert ;'  at  a  quarter  past  ten 
the  steam  was  up,  and  the  anchor  weighed.  At  noon 
we  were  oflF  Adda  Kudu.  At  two  p.m.  at  Ikori  market, 
and  shortly  afterwards  at  the  Bird  Rock,  where  the 
water  seemed  to  have  fallen  several  feet.     The  current 
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vas  strong  throo^out ;  and  in  the  afternoon  at  half- 
past  £re,  ve  were  off  the  cliffs  at  Iddah.  At  six, 
anchored  two  miles  below  Iddah.  Coiomander  B. 
Allen  vas  in  a  rerj  languid  low  state ;  but  suffidentlj 
sensible  to  express  his  gratification  at  the  hopes  of 
being  soon  oat  of  the  river.  Our  rapid  progress  during 
the  day  inspired  all  the  patients  with  new  hopes. 
Oar  only  marine  capable  of  duty  was,  howeTer,  added 
to  the  sick  list  in  the  erening.  Running  about  the 
deck  all  day  managing  the  ship,  (with  the  assistance 
of  Brown,  the  negro  clerk,  who  was  in  the  Niger  with 
Lander,)  and  looking  after  the  patients,  I  was  fain  to 
lay  myself  down  at  night,  and  enjoy  a  few  hours  sleep. 
The  state  of  the  sick,  however,  required  my  being  called 
several  times  during  the  night  Mr.  Willie  has  been 
deliriona  daring  the  afternoon. 

October  llAl. —  In  the  morning  our  old  tiiend 
Adaku,  the  Attah'a  sou,  came  on  board,  accompanied 
by  two  mallams,  to  know  "what  was  the  matter?" 
Why  we  had  not,  as  friends  of  the  Attkh,  "  anchored 
in  his  waters,  near  to  his  town,"  as  we  had  doue 
before.     The  Att^*  had  desired  them  to  say,  "  he 

*  Tlua  tetm  waa  nowhere  uMd  in  the  Niger  except  at  Iddah.  Its 
identity  with  the  Greelc  word  "  Arr^"  signifying  father,  chief,  or  one 
to  be  looked  upon  with  respect,  will  at  once  be  remarked.  But  it 
appears  th&t  "  Attih"  aa  expreaire  of  "  fether"  ia  very  common  in 
many  languages.  However,  it  is  not  considered  a  word  which  one 
language  boirowa  from  another,  but  rather  what  ia  called  a  word  of 
organic  origin;  i.e.,  a  word  that  exists  in  language,  independent  of 
any  philological  connexion, 
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nerer  liked  his  friends  to  be  far  from  him  vhen  thej 
were  in  his  neighbourhood,"  and  begged  that  vre  would 
return  "  to  near  Iddah."  On  being  told  that  our  only 
object  in  leaving  the  river  so  hastily  vas  to  restore  the 
health  of  our  people,  many  of  whom  vere  sick;  tiiey 
said,  "That  is  quite  enough;  ve  must  hasten  ashore, 
and  tell  the  Att^  what  you  say,  as  he  is  rery  anxious 
to  know  why  you,  as  his  friends,  hare  not  called  to  see 
him."  Aduku  said,  his  father,  the  Attkh,  was  muc^ 
pleased  that  we  had  taken  the  dare  canoe,  and  libe- 
rated the  slaves,  and  that  "what  we  had  done  was 
quite  proper."  Adukii  hoped  "  that  Qod  would  soon 
make  the  captain  and  all  the  people  well ;"  and  added, 
that  his  father  would  send  a  bullock  and  yams  to  the 
people  at  the  Confluence. 

We  soon  after  weighed ;  at  half-past  3,  p.h.,  were  at 
Adamugu ;  at  seven,  andiored  off  the  village  At- 
chaba,  a  short  way  below  Kirn  or  Onye  market.  I 
was  sorry  to  observe  that  oar  excellent  and  indefati- 
gabte  chaplain,  Mr.  Schon,  was  &r  from  being  well 
during  the  day.  Dr.  Stanger  was  a  good  deal  ex- 
hausted in  the  evening,  &om  being  hard  at  work  in 
the  engine-room  all  day.  Mr.  Brown,  the  only  engi- 
neer able  at  all  to  more,  rendered  Dr.  Stanger  what 
assistance  he  could. 

Tuesday,  October  \2tk. — There  was  a  heavy  squall, 
with  thunder  and  lightning  in  the  morning  followed 
by  a  thick  haze,  which  prevented  oar  weighing  until 
ten  o'clock.     When  at  the  northern  end  of  Bullock's 
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Island,  about  mid-day,  ve  sav  seTen  hnge  hippopotami 
in  the  mnd,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river.  Some 
showed  their  heads  onlj,  vhile  the  enormoos  backs 
of  others  were  distinctly  visible  above  the  water. 

At  five  P.H.  to  our  great  joy  anchored  off  AbiSb,  where 
we  were  soon  surrounded  by  upwards  of  a  hundred 
canoes.  The  vociferations  and  cheers  of  the  natives 
welcoming  us  back,  although  well  meant,  were  most 
annoying  to  the  sick.  Atchi,  Obi's  favourite  son,  was 
soon  on  board,  and  on  being  told  that  we  were  anxious 
to  leave  the  river  as  soon  as  possible,  immediately  went 
on  shore,  and  sent  a  large  canoe-load  of  wood  on  board 
the  same  evening  by  moonlight,  promising  to  complete 
QB  in  the  morning.  Within  the  last  day  or  two  there 
has  been  some  murmuring,  and  manifestations  of  being 
troublesome,  among  our  black  crew.  I  told  John 
Duncan,  the  master-at-arms,  who  reported  their  pro> 
ceedings  to  me,  to  keep  a  good  look-ont,  and  say 
nothing. 

Wednegda;/,  October  13ih. — At  two  in  the  morning, 
Mr.  Kingdon,  who  had  been  taken  on  board  at  the 
Confluence  in  a  very  low  state,  expired.  At  six,  Mr. 
Schon  and  I  proceeded  to  the  Island  of  Afgub,  to 
bury  our  deceased  shipmate ;  but  the  waters  had 
risen  so  high,  and  the  land  was  so  overflooded  and 
swampy,  that  we  could  not  effect  a  landing  there*. 

■  When  we  were  at  Ab6h  on  the  26Ui  Augnst  tbe  river  wu  still 
rimng.  So  it  wm  at  Iddah  and  the  ConflueDCO.  At  E^g*  it  began  to 
fall  on  the  Sffth  Stptember,  and,  ai  baa  already  be«Q  noticed,  it  had 
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After  an  hour's  hard  pulliDg,  ve  readied  a  small 
creek  on  the  left  bank,  where  a  native  offered  to  show 
us  where  we  might  easily  land.  Following  him  up 
the  creek,  the  boat  grounded,  when  the  body  was  put 
into  a  canoe  in  which  we  proceeded  a  considerable 
distance ;  and  at  length  succeeded  in  dicing  a 
grave,  near  a  small  village,  in  which  were  deposited 
the  remains  of  poor  Eingdon.  He  lies  near  to  an 
enormous  "bombax"  tree,  at  the  end  of  the  village 
furthest  from  the  creek.  The  natives  came  around 
ufl,  and  watched,  seemingly  with  great  int«rest,  every 
movement — ^from  the  breaking  of  the  ground,  until 
the  conclusion  of  the  burial-service.  1  happened  to 
have  a  few  brass  rings  in  my  pocket,  which  I  distri- 
buted among  the  women,  who  seemed  mightily  pleased 
and  somewhat  aatoni^ed  at  my  liberality.  On  re- 
turning on  board  from  our  melancholy  duty,  we  found 
Ring  Obi  sitting  in  the  gun-room  at  breakfast,  habited 
in  his  scarlet  jacket,  and  loose  flowing  trowsers  of  the 
same  colour.  He  rdished  the  fowl,  rice,  and  coffee 
exceedingly  -  and  handled  his  knife  and  fork  as  if  he 
had  been  accustomed  to  them  aU  his  life. 


fiUIen  on  the  6th  October  not  leas  than  thim  feet.  At  the  Bird  Rock, 
Iddah,  and  much  lower  down,  the  marks  and  fiutiattie  JdirU  on  the 
hanks  Indicated  a  fall,  although  to  what  extent  was  not  ascer- 
t^ued.  But  Mr.  Sch6n,  who  landed  at  Ab6h  on  the  12th  October, 
found  the  rirer  nifficieutly  high  to  auable  him  to  reach  the  entrance 
of  Obi's  palace  in  the  boat,  which  in  August  inTolved  a  quarter  of  an 
hour's  dirty  walk.  He  considered  that  the  rirer  had  risen  at  least 
three  feet,  owing  to  the  heavy  raine  which  fall  here  in  October. 


^d  by  Google 


I 


obi'b  "good  BBHAVIOUR."  135 

There  were  about  a  handred  canoea  alongside,  and 
Uie  Doise  of  the  people  chatting  and  hallooing  vas 
inoeBsant  Obi  and  his  people  had  brought  off  abon- 
dance  of  wood  for  us,  besides  goats,  fowls,  yams,  and 
plantains,  in  return  for  which  he  had  a  present  (^ 
some  scarlet  doth  and  cowries.  Obi's  prompt  assist- 
ance to  OS  OQ  this  occasion  was  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance. He  is  decidedlj  a  fiae  character,  and  assuredly 
did  not  discredit  the  high  q>inioQ  we  had  already 
formed  of  him*. 

It  would  not  have  been  prudent  or  just  to  hare 
made  Obi,  or  any  other  savage  with  such  means  as  he 
had  at  hand,  acquainted  with  the  fiUl  extent  of  our  dts- 
toess,  so  he  was  not  invited  to  go  OTCr  any  part  of  the 
ship  except  the  captain's  cabin  and  the  gun-room;  nor 
were  any  but  his  son  and  a  few  of  his  personal 
attendants  allowed  to  accompany  him  on  board.  He 
gave  expression  to  great  sympathy  and  pity,  when  he 
saw  Captain  Trotter,  Commander  B.  Allen,  and  the 
other  officers  sick  in  the  cabin. 

Simon  Jonas,  our  Abdb  interpreter,  who,  at  the 


■  I  apeak  thtia  of  Obi,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  hi>  detention  of  the 
lAndera,  until  they  were  ransomed  by  King  Boy  of  Brasstown ;  an 
act,  on  the  part  of  Obi,  which  cumot  be  too  highly  deprecated.  But 
■ome  allowanceUdne  tea  Mvi^  like  Obi,  who,  on  the  unprecedented 
and  extraordinary  occaaion  of  having  two  white  men  in  hi«  power, 
took  advantage  of  circumstances,  and  exacted  from  them  a  much 
higher  amount  of  tribute  than  was  paid  by  ordinary  strangers  in 
pBBung  through  his  territory. 
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earnest  request  of  Obi,  had  been  for  some  time  left  at 
Aboh,  (haTiDg  been  sent  from  the  Confluence  in  the 
Sondan,)  returned  to  the  '  Albert'  this  morning  and 
gave  a  very  favourable  account  of  hie  reception  by  Obi 
and  his  people  during  his  stay  at  Ab6h.  They  all 
vere  anzioua  to  hear  him  epeat  of  the  Christian 
religion,  and  of  everything  white  men  knew. 

It  waa  a  rule  with  Dr.  Stanger  and  myself,  to 
arrange  on  the  previous  evening,  after  considering 
what  was  to  be  done,  the  hour  of  starting  on  the 
morrow.  Ten  o'clock  waa  the  time  fixed  for  our 
departure  from  Ab6h ;  and  so  rigorously  was  the 
custom  observed,  that  the  vessel  was  under  weigh  just 
as  the  bell  struck  the  hour  ;  when  it  was  discovered 
that  Obi's  chief  judge,  who  had  been  conversing  with 
some  of  the  black  crew  in  the  fore  part  of  the  vessel, 
was  still  on  board. 

Sis  Lordship  evidently  apprehended  we  were  about 
to  make  an  unceremonious  abduction  of  his  person 
down  the  river;  for  without  waiting  to  have  the 
engines  stopped  for  a  minute,  he  made  a  rather  un* 
dignified  leap  overboard,  his  countenance  ezhibitiDg 
an  expression  of  unmingled  terror.  For  a  while  he 
was  seen  floating  astern,  with  hie  ample  white  robe 
inflated,  balloon  like,  round  his  body ;  but  was  soon 
picked  up  by  one  of  Obi's  canoes. 

At  twelve  o'clock  we  were  at  the  Warree  branch  on 
the  right  bank,  and  shortly  afterwards  at  Truro  Island. 
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At  a  ntimber  of  the  villages  ve  passed  duriog  the  daj, 
the  confidence  and  friendlj  dispoaition  of  the  natives 
■were  shoim,  by  their  having  canoe-loads  of  wood, 
readj  to  be  launched  and  brought  off  to  us.  Many 
lat^  canoes  -with  palm  oil  vere  seen,  belonging  chiefly 
to  King  Peppel  of  Bonny. 

At  three  f.h^  vrhen  near  Stirling  Island,  a  steamer, 
vhich  ve  at  once  perceived  did  not  belong  to  the 
Expedition,  vas  seen  coming  up  the  river  at  fiill  speed ; 
■we  were  soon  close  to  her ;  and  in  a  very  short  time 
Captain  Beecroft  came  alongside  from  the  '  Bthiope,' 
(Mr.  Jamieson's  vessel,)  for  such  she  was.  He  at 
once  offered  any  assistance  in  his  power  ;  and  it  vas 
finally  arranged  that  he  was  to  send  his  engineer  on 
board  the  'Albert'  next  morning;  and  that  the 
'  Ethiope'  was  to  return  vith  us,  taking  the  lead,  ae 
Captain  Beecroft  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  river. 
Both  VMsels  anchored  for  the  night.  Captain  Trotter 
much  better ;  Commander  B.  Allen,  Lieutenant  Sten- 
honse,  and  Hr.  Webb  very  law,  and  one  of  the  marines 
fast  sinking. 

Thursday,  October  14<A. — Both  vessels  weired  at 
six  in  the  morning.  The  weather  was  beautifid 
throughout  the  day,  and  our  progress  downwards  was 
rapid.  In  the  afternoon,  the  re-appearance  of  the 
mangrove  on  both  banks  above  Sunday  Island,  pro- 
claimed that  we  were  once  more  within  the  influence 
of  the  tide.     At  six  in  the  evening  we  both  anchored 
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off  BarracooD  Point  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nun.  The 
sight  of  the  open  sea  acted  like  a  charm  upon  ererj 
one*. 

Friday,  October  \bth. — Sent  a  party  of  Krumen 
on  shore  to  cut  wood.  The  ri^ng  waa  set  up, 
and  other  preparations  made,  for  sea.  The  Erumen 
brought  on  board  fire  galley  loads,  and  Captain 
Beecroft  supplied  one  canoe  load  of  wood ;  in  all, 
sufficient  for  nine  days'  consumption.  The  '  Selina,' 
an  English  merchant-schooner,  now  here,  has  lost 
nearly  all  hands  in  this  and  some  of  the  other  rirers. 
Letters  were  put  on  board  of  her,  for  Lieutenant 
Strange,  in  case  he  should  arrire  here  in  the  '  Soudan' 
after  our  departure ;  and  at  Captain  Trotter's  request 
I  wrote  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Commander  of  the 
'Dolphin'  (Lieutenant  Littieh&leB),  for  his  promptitude 
in  taking  the  sick  of  the  squadron  sent  down  the  river 
on  to  Ascension,  which  was  also  put  on  board  the 
'Selina.' 

Saturday,  October  l^th. — At  five  in  the  morning 
Captain  Beecroft  came  on  board,  and  as  the  steam  was 
up,  we  weighed  immediately.  When  just  within  the 
bar,  the  '  Soudan'  was  seen  outside.  The  bar  was 
crossed  in  comparative  quiet ;  and  after  an  inter- 
change  of  anxious  inquiries  with  the    'Soudan,'  the 


*  Tlu  mangroves  (Rhiaophon)  and  the  other  v^irtalilaB,  witii  which 
they  lire  constantly  in  society,  perish  u  the  ground  driea,  and  they 
are  no  longer  bathed  with  salt  water.— (/Twnfcrf*"*  PtrtotuU  Nar- 
ForiM,  vol.  ii.  p.  375.) 
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three  T^sels  ateioued  on  tovarda  Feniaiido  Po. 
George  Cole,  a  marine,  frlio  had  been  attacked  with 
fever  at  Egga,  died  in  the  forenoon.  Oaptain  Trotter 
was  much  better ;  but  Commander  Allen,  Lieutenant 
Stenhouse,  Mr.  Webb,  and  Mr.  Willie,  were  very  low. 
Weather  very  fine,  and  the  difference  of  atmospherical 
temperature  since  leaving  the  river,  was  of  most  sen- 
sible benefit  to  aU,  more  especially  to  the  sick.  For 
the  last  few  days  I  have  had  a  burning  sensation  in 
the  limbs,  with  headache  and  occasional  giddiness.  I 
had  the  same  feelings  at  the  Confluence  ;  but  intense 
mental  occapatiou  gave  me  no  time  to  heed  them. 

Sunday,  October  17th. — Was  on  deck  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  night  witb  Captain  Beecroft,  where 
I  slept  soundly  upon  a  chair.  In  the  forenoon,  the 
dark  outline  of  the  mountain  of  Fernando  Po  was 
seen  through  the  haze  which  hung  over  tlie  land.  At 
twelve,  we  were  dose  in  with  the  shore ;  at  three  P.U., 
opened  the  anchorage  of  Clarence  Cove,  where  we 
came-to  a  little  past  four. 

Thus  terminated  tbe  periloua  descent  of  the  Niger, 
which  from  the  extraordinary  combination  of  circum- 
stances attending  it,  can  never  be  foi^tten  by  those 
who  lived  to  see  it  (wnclnded. 

Everj  hour,  from  tiie  time  we  left  Egga,  until  our 
arrival  at  Fernando  Po,  seemed  to  give  birth  to 
events  calculated  to  excite  the  warmest  sympathies  of 
onr  nature,  and  to  occupy  oar  minds  with  the  most 
intense  anxiety,  in  calling  upon  us  for  resources  that 
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were  alien  to  our  former  habita,  as  veil  as  for  those 
with  which  we  were  familiar.  No  surriTor  in  the 
'  Albert'  can  but  feel  a  devout  thankfulness,  that  Dr. 
Stanger  was  enabled  to  continue  at  his  unusual  and 
onerous  duties  in  the  engine-room  ;  and  that  I  was 
permitted  health  to  remain  on  deck,  and  with  the 
admirable  chart  of  the  Niger  bj  Captain  W.  Allen, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  Brown  the  n^o  clerk,  to 
conduct  the  Tessel  in  safety,  until  both  of  us  were 
relieved  by  &lling  in  with  assistance  when  we  least 
expected  it. 

To  Captain  Beecroft,  I  wish  I  could  pay  a  tribute 
worthy  of  his  prompt  and  noble  condoct.  Captain 
William  Allen,  anxious  about  the  fate  of  the  'Albert,' 
and  from  his  previouB  fearful  experience  of  the  Niger, 
dreading  the  worst,  was  desirous  that  Beecroft,  then  at 
Fernando  Po  in  the  'Ethiope,'  should  ascend  the 
Niger,  and  render  what  assistance  we  might  stand  in 
need  of.  The  wish  was  no  sooner  made  known,  than 
he  at  once  weighed  for  the  riyer.  The  timely  aid  he 
rendered  us,  can  be  fully  appreciated  only  by  those 
who  were  in  the  position  to  feel  the  full  force  of  its 
value." 

[It  may  be  necessary  to  inform  the  reader  of  the 
foregoing  extracts  from  my  Journal,  that  although 
they  were  written  at  a  time  more  fertile  in  events,  and 
when  objects  of  daily  interest  were  perhaps  more 
numerous  than  during  any  other  period  of  the  Expedi- 
tion, it  was  not  possible  for  me,  in  the  peculiu'  and 
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distressing  situation  in  vhich  I  was  soon  placed,  to 
make  copious  notes  of  incidents  as  thej  occurred,  or 
to  bestow  the  attention  to  man j  particulars  broaght  to 
mj  notice,  that  their  importance  deaerred. 

These  obserrations  are  made,  with  the  Tiew  of,  in 
some  degree,  accounting  for  the  scantiness  of  the 
harrest  from  bo  rich  a  field.] 

J.  0.  McW. 
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The  '  AlbertV  sick  landed  at  Fernando  Po— Death  of  Ur.  Willie— 
Conditioii  of  the  sick  — Capt^n  Trotter'B  suffflringH-  Doctor  Mc- 
Williara  attacked  with  river  fever— Death  of  Commander  Bird 
Allen— Tribute  to  his  memory — Km  sympathy— An  interesting 
scene — Death  of  lieutenant  Stenhouse — Furthra  mortality— De- 
parture of  Ur.  Carr  for  the  Model  Farm — Captain  Trotter  leaves 
for  England — The  smoke»~ Agreeable  eSecta  of  tornadoes — Death 
of  Doctor  Vogel — Hia  unwearied  exertions  and  zeal  in  the  causa  of 
science— Kind  attentions  received  by  the  Expedition  from  Hr. 
White  and  the  other  residents  at  Clarence — The  'Albert'  leaves 
Clarence  Cove  for  Ascension — Passage — A  short  account  of  the 
Niger  fever— Modes  of  treatment—  Quinine  strongly  recommended — 
Probable  causes  of  the  fever — Influence  of  diet. 

On  the  arriTal  of  H.M.S.V.  'Albert'  at  Clarence 
Cove,  Fernando  Po,  Dr.  McWilliam  lost  no  time  in 
having  the  sick  remored  on  shore,  the  lai^  store- 
rooms above  the  houses  of  the  West  African  Company 
having  been  at  once  adapted  for  the  reception  of  the 
seamen  and  marines,  by  Mr.  White,  the  agent,  who, 
with  Mr.  Hensman,  the  medical  resident,  most  con- 
siderately gave  up  their  own  private  dweUings  for  the 
use  of  the  sick  officers.  Captain  Trotter,  still  in  a 
state  of  extreme  debihty,  Commander  Bird  Allen  and 
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Lieutenant  Stenhoase  evidently  both  far  beyond  alt 
hope  of  recoTery,  irere  taken  to  the  so-called  Gorern- 
ment  House.  Several  of  the  junior  officers  were 
also  in  great  danger,  especially  Messrs.  W.  H.  Webb, 
mate,  and  W.  Wilmett,  clerk.  Mr.  Willie,  mate,  who 
had  for  some  days  been  in  a  most  critical  state,  gra- 
dually sank,  in  spite  of  all  the  means  used,  and  expired 
the  erening  of  his  landing.  He  vas  deeply  regretted, 
being  not  only  of  an  amiable  frank  disposition,  but  an 
excellent  officer.  Poor  fellow!  the  ferer  seized  him 
when  all  the  other  executives  were  prostrate,  and  feel- 
ing that  much  depended  on  his  exertions,  he  continued 
at  his  duty  in  spite  of  the  remonstrances  of  his  medical 
friends,  and  it  was  only  when  both  strength  and  reason 
forsook  him  that  he  yielded.  He  never  complained  of 
pain,  always  saying  he  felt  quite  well;  while  the 
symptoms — continued  heat  and  dryness  of  the  skin, 
anxious  manner,  and  nervous  tremora — shewed  too 
dcu'Iy  the  coarse  the  malady  was  taking.  His  remains 
were  buried  near  those  of  kindred  spirits. 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  'Soadan,'  Mr. 
Thomson, acting-auigeonof  that  vessel, was  senton  shore, 
to  assist  Dr.  McWiUiam,  who  was  beginning  to  feel  the 
eflfects  of  his  late  extraordinary  exertions ;  and  situated 
aa  the  sick  qow  were,  in  three  difierent  houses,  at  some 
distance  &x>m  each  other,  it  required  no  ordinary 
amount  of  strength  to  visit  them  &»  frequently  as  their 
cases  demanded.  The  climate,  too,  was  then  extremely 
variable ;  the  sun  at  one  moment  bursting  out  with  a 
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truly  African  force,  then  as  quickly  Bucceeded  by  heayy 
shovera,  -while  at  night  the  latter,  and  the  nozioos 
land-breeze  offered  but  an  indifferent  exchange  for  the 
noon-day  heat. 

Mr.  Woodhouse,  acting  assistant-surgeon  of  the 
'Albert,'  was  added  to  the  list  of  fever  cases.  He  had 
lately  been  serving  for  a  few  days  in  the  'Soudan,' 

22nd. — This  evening  Robert  Mil-ward,  purser's 
steward,  expired  after  a  rather  protracted  illness. 
Some  of  the  sick  were  banning  to  improve,  but  many 
were  still  in  extreme  danger,  particularly  Commander 
B.  Allen  and  Lieutenant  Steuhouse ;  both  of  these  wer^ 
hovever,  in  a  most  satisfactory  state  of  mind,  and 
whenever  the  absence  of  delirinm  permitted,  the  Rev. 
J.  Schon  read  to  them,  and  afforded  spiritual  consolar- 
tion.  Dr.  Prince  and  Mr.  Olarke,  Baptist  Missionaries, 
who  had  formerly  known  Captain  B.  Allen  in  the 
West  Indies,  were  also  unremitting  in  their  attentions. 

Captain  Trotter  continaed  to  be  much  debihtated, 
worn  to  a  shadow-  by  his  late  attack,  and  the  anxiety 
of  all  the  past  distressing  circumstances  preying  on  his 
mind.  To  add  to  his  danger,  his  case  was  complicated 
with  a  painful  inflammatory  complaint,  which  required 
active  cupping;  but  thronghout  his  trying  illness  he 
never  lost  sight  of  those  intrusted  to  his  care;  his  own 
sufferings  seemed  to  be  altogether  forgotten  in  his 
anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  the  Expedition,  and  in  the 
hope  of  yet  being  able  to  carry  out  the  great  designs 
of  its  originators. 
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23rd. — All  those  vho  vere  not  in  a  hopeless  state 
on  their  arriral  seemed  to  have  benefited  bj  the 
diange;  sereral  of  the  others  vere  however,  hoTering 
betveen  life  and  deatL  Dr.  McWilham,  who  had  so 
unceafflnglj  exerted  himself  for  the  welfare  of  others, 
was  to-day  obliged  to  relinquish  his  duties.  It  seemed 
as  if  the  eidtiDg  circomstaQcea  under  which  he  had 
been  placed,  hj  keeping  both  mind  and  body  so  much 
engaged,  had  tended  to  ward  off  for  a  time  the  threat- 
ened fever.  He  had  evidently  been  snff^ng  from  the 
premonitory  symptoms  of  the  attack  for  several  days, 
but  he  was  averse  to  lay  op  as  long  as  he  could  be  of 
any  assistance.  The  medical  duties  now  devolved  on 
Ur.  Thomson. 

25^ — This  morning  Commander  Bird  Allen  de- 
parted this  life,  to  the  deep,  deep  regret  of  all  who 
knew  bim^  and  those  only  could  justly  appreciate  the 
many  admirable  qualities  blended  in  his  character. 
As  an  officer, — brave,  talented,  and  enterprising, — ^he 
onited  the  fullest  decision  of  purpose  with  the  utmost 
genUenesa  of  (Hspoaition,  and  with  all  his  zeal  for  the 
public  service  he  never  overiooked  the  happiness  of 
those  who  were  under  his  command.  In  all  his  suffer- 
ings not  a  murmur  or  expression  of  complaint  escaped 
his  lips,  and  Ms  conversation,  during  rational  moments, 
tnmed  more  on  the  state  of  others  than  himself. 
Strong  in  the  faith  of  those  promises  which  had  been 
his  guide  in  the  time  of  health,  he  breathed  forth  his 
gentle   spirit,  affording  another  memorable  instance 
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that  a  man  maj  be  a  brave,  efficient  officer  and  a  sin- 
cere OhristiaD. 

We  must  not  forget  to  mention  that  prior  to  enter- 
ing the  riTer  Nun,  Commander  B.  Allen  bad  expressed 
to  one  of  bia  officers  bis  presentiment  tbat  bo  TaB 
neyer  to  come  out  of  it  alive :  be  did  so  bowever,  but 
only  to  mingle  bis  dust  with  others  vbo,  like  himself 
bad  staked  all  in  their  desu^  to  serre  "the  land  of  the 
negro."  Yet,  while  there  surviTes  one  of  the  number 
concerned  witb  him  in  that  perilous  enterprise,  bis 
memory  will  be  reyered  and  beloTed, 

His  remains  were  deposited  in  the  quiet  secluded 
spot  near  Lander's,  Mr.  Schon  performing  the  burial 
sernce.  In  consequence  of  the  general  sickness  only 
two  or  three  white  persons  were  enabled  to  pay  the 
last  sad  tribute  of  respect;  but  his  name  as  "a  friend 
of  Africa"  bad  become  known  to  the  black  residents  of 
the  settlement,  and  numbers  of  them  followed  the  little 
procession,  evidently  sensible  of  their  loss. 

27th. — Lieutenant  Stenhouse  and  Mr.  Wilmett  con- 
tinued in  a  most  critical  state,  Br.  McWilliam  was  in  ' 
a  high  state  of  ferer,  and  Captain  Trotter  decidedly 
worse,  the  loss  of  Commander  Bird  Alien  having 
pren  him  a  severe  shock  Messrs.  Webb  and 
Fairholme  wore  very  slowly  recovering  strength, 
and  some  of  the  others,  beginning  to  clamour  for 
increased  diet, — a  sign  of  convalescence.  To-day  the 
Ejumen,  who  bad  hitherto  been  employed  on  board 
the  vessels,  were  allowed  to  come  on  shore,  and  one  of 
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their  first  acts  iras  to  viait  the  sick  officers  and  men  at 
the  different  honses.  Thej  valked  quietly  into  the 
several  apartments,  kneeling  down  near  those  thej  vere 
acquainted  with,  gentlj  pressiDg  the  sofferer's  hand,  and 
ivhisperiog,  in  their  broken  English,  a  -word  of  comfort, 
or  the  sympathy  so  plainly  written  on  the  co\mte- 
nance.  It  was,  indeed,  a  most  interesting  ^ght  to 
witness  such  a  display  of  considerate  feeling  on  the 
part  of  these  untutored  children  of  nature,  whose 
alnoat  naked,  stalwart,  black  figures  were  in  strong 
contrast  to  the  gentleness  of  manner,  and  commisera- 
tion  evinced  on  that  occasion.  In  all  the  difficulties 
of  the  Expedition  how  nobly  these  fine  fellows  behaved ; 
even  amid  the  absence  of  discipline  unavoidable  by  the 
sickness  of  all  their  sapeiiors,  not  one  case  of  insubor- 
dination or  neglect  of  duty  occurred  among  them ;  and 
truly  their  conduct  showed  bow  sincere  were  their  ex- 
presEQons,  "Eru-boy  like  white  man  too  much,"  "where 
white  man  go,  Eru-boy  must  go,  only  he  too  much 
sorry,  see  good  white  friend  die." 

28^. — IJeutenant  David  Hope  Stenhouse  breathed 
his  last  early  this  morning,  after  an  illness  of  upwards 
of  a  month,  throughout  which  he  manifested  the  same 
excellent  disposition  that  had  distinguished  him  in 
health,  and  caused  him  to  be  appreciated  among  all  his 
naval  Mends.  In  his  death,  he  did  but  exchange 
bright  earthly  prospects,  for  the  imperishable  honours 
of  another  world.  His  renuuna  were  interred  near 
those  of  Commander  Bird  Allen :  the  fever  in  both 
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cases  having  run  almost  an  identical  coarse :  lov  and 
tjpfaoid  in  its  character,  vith  scarce  any  remisnon, 
and  resiating  every  method  of  relief.  The  death  of 
Lieutenant  Stenhoose  vas  another  sad  blow  to 
Oaptain  Trotter,  vhose  health  vas  still  in  a  most  « 
precarious  state. 

30^. — Assistant-Surgeon  Woodhoiise,  in  whom  the 
fever  presented  from  the  first,  the  insidioos  symptoms 
of  a  dangerous  state,  vaa  fast  drawing  to  the  con- 
clusion of  bis  earthly  career.  This  morning,  being 
evidently  dyiu&  he  received  the  solemn  ritual  of  the 
sacrament,  administered  by  the  Rev.  J.  Schon,  and  a 
few  hours  afterwards  the  fatal  disease  terminated  his 
existence;  he  too,  no  doubt,  benefited  by  the  great 
change,  and  rose  above  all  earthly  promotions.  The 
son,  whose  rising  beams  at  morning  flickered  in  the  sick 
man's  chamber,  threw  his  evening  rays  over  the  newly- 
made  grave  of  another  far  beyond  the  reach  of  care. 
He  was  buried  the  same  day  before  sunset.  It  may 
be  interesting  to  his  numerous  friends  to  know,  that 
those  amiable  and  generous  qualities  which  had  en- 
deared him  to  them  prior  to  entering  the  serrice, 
never  deserted  him. 

November  2nrf. — Except  Oaptain  Trotter,  Doctor 
Mc  William,  and  Mr.  Wilmett,  who  were  still  dangerously 
ill,  the  sick  generally  were  convalescing  slowly,  under 
more  generous  diet,  and  a  moderate  quantity  of 
light,  bitter  ale;  the  difficulty  was,  however,  to  pro- 
cure sufficient  quantity  of  fowls  or  &esh  meat  for 
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them:  and  even  then,  the  preparation  of  food  for  bo 
many  in  a  vaj  suited  to  the  fasddioaa  taste  of  sick 
people,  vrta  no  easj  matter, — there  being  no  -white  man 
capable  of  the  occupation, — bo  that  the  cuisine  became 
an  nnaroidable  addition  to  the  medical  duties;  fortu- 
nately Mr.  Mouat,  clerk,  had  been  under  a  professional 
gentleman  for  some  years,  knew  a  good  deal  aboat 
dispensing  and  the  use  of  medicines,  and  beiog  now 
convalescent,  rendered  the  greatest  aBsistance  to  Mr. 
Thomson.  Morgan  Kinson,  one  of  the  three  belonging 
to  the  'Albert'  vho  had  hitherto  escaped,  was  added 
to  the  long  list  of  the  sick. 

On  the  5th  Novembtr,  H.M.  steam-vessel '  I%ito,'  ar- 
rived at  Fernando  Po,  bringing  back  Lieutenant  Fisb- 
boome,  and  Mr.  Bowden,  secretary,  both  of  whom  had 
improved  so  much  by  their  trip  at  sea  in  the  '  Wil- 
berforce,'  as  to  be  enabled  to  return.  The  former  was 
now  appointed  acting-commander  of '  Soudan,'  by  Cap- 
tain Trotter,  in  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Commander  Bird  AUen.  Mr.  Oarr,  agent  and 
superintendent  of  the  model  farm,  having  recovered 
his  health,  requested  Captain  Trotter  to  allow  him 
again  to  proceed  up  the  river,  to  resume  his  duties, 
vrhich  was  very  unwillingly  granted  on  account  of 
the  dangers  attendant  on  the  route  suggested.  Mr. 
Wilmett,  clerk,  was  buried  to-day,  near  his  former 
companions,  having  been  fairly  vrom  out,  poor  fellow, 
by  an  incessant  watcbfiilnera  and  delirium,  which  had, 
for  the  last  fortni|^t  particularly,  kept  him  without 
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repose;  it  had  latterly  become  so  disti-essiog  to  all 
the  other  sick  officers,  that  it  vas  necessary  to  remove 
Iiim  to  a  separate  hoase. 

7th. — H.M.  Bteam-Tessel  'Pinto,'  sailed  last  night 
for  the  month  of  the  Brass  Rirer,  irith  Ur.  Carr,  vho,  , 
in  spite  of  all  the  advice  of  Captain  Trotter  and  Mr. 
Beecroft  to  the  contrary,  still  persisted  in  his  resolution 
of  returning  to  the  model  farm,  and,  moreoTsr,  trusting 
himself  in  the  native  canoes,  vith  different  packages 
of  dothing,  &C.;  the  sequel  was  not  to  be  wondered 
at*.  The  remains  of  Morgan  Kinson,  who  expired 
last  night,  were  this  morning  committed  to  the  grave. 
His  disease  was  more  symptomatic  of  infiamed 
stomach  than  fever,  which  an  examination  proved.  On 
inquiry,  we  learned  that  for  some  time  previously  to 
the  attack,  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  using  a  great 
quantity  of  hot  peppers  in  his  rations  of  coffee  and 
rum  ;  that  the  very  morning  of  his  first  complaining 
he  had  taken  a  large  spoonful  of  GUiinea  pepper ;  and 


*  Hr.  CaiT  ami  his  wrvanl  were  taken  into  the  Biaat  Rirei  bj  one 
of  the  '  FlatoV  boats,  where  he  engaged  a  canoe.  In  which  he  placed 
all  his  luggage.  Hr.  Browne,  &  natire  of  C^>e  Coast,  who  had 
accompanied  him  thoB  far,  knowing  a  little  of  the  longtu^  and  bd*- 
pecUng  the  natives  had  evil  intentions  towards  Mr.  Carr,  apprised  tiim 
of  these  floepioionB,  and  esmestly  implored  him  to  retam  on  board 
the  '  Plato.'  £Ten  after  the  canoe  had  started,  both  Hr.  Duffield,  one 
of  the '  Pluto's'  officers,  and  Browne,  advised  him  strongly  not  to  trust 
himself  in  such  hands.  He  perusted,  however,  and  from  that  time 
nothing  has  been  seen  of  him;  but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  he 
was  robbed  and  murdered  soon  aftet  commencing  hia  voytiga. 
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it  ia  reiy  probable  that  the  extreme  imtabilitj  of 
Btomadi  -which  resisted  all  active  means,  had  brought 
his  illness  to  a  termination,  before  it  vas  possible  for 
the  ferer  to  develope  itself  perfecUj. 

12th. — The  sick  irere  for  the  most  part  going  on 
satisfiactorilj.  Doctor  McWilliam  vas  very  much 
improved,  but  still  confined  to  bed.  On  the  other 
hand,  Captain  Trotter,  vhose  anxiety  for  the  future 
operations  of  the  Expedition  contiQaallj  eidted  him 
to  physical  and  mental  exertion,  qoite  beyond  his 
enfeebled  state,  -was  clearly  losing  groood,  and  tt 
vas  evident  that  unless  speedily  removed  from  all 
respoDfflbility,  there  vould  be  no  hope  of  his  recovery. 
Under  these  drcumstances,  Mr.  Thomson  vrote,  urging 
on  him  in  the  strongest  manner  the  absolute  necessity 
of  disconnecting  himself  for  the  present  from  the  causes 
which  were  endangering  his  life,  and  to  return  to 
England  Immediately.  In  this  view  Doctors  Mc- 
William and  Stanger  also  coincided ;  and  it  was  at 
last,  with  great  reluctance,  acquiesced  in  by  Captain 
Trotter. 

2l5^.— Most  of  the  sick  were  now  in  a  fair  way  of 
recovery ;  but  such  miserable  objectel  they  looked  like 
men  risen  from  the  grave,  as  they  crawled  about  morn- 
ing and  evening  to  take  advantage  of  1^  cool  refresh- 
ing breezes. 

The  worst  cases  were  now  those  of  Mr.  W.  Merri- 
man,  gmmer;  William  MacOlaughlin,  aailmaker,  and 
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John  Duncan,  master-at-armB*.  This  enterpriuog 
person  Tras  for  some  weeks  in  a  very  critical  state ; 
and  when  the  fever  dedined,  he  was  attacked  with 
sloughing  ulcer  of  the  foot,  which  long  kept  him  on  the 
rerge  of  etermt7.  John  M'Clintock,  stoker,  was  com- 
mitted to  the  grave  to-daj,  having  expired  very  sad- 
denly  yesterdaj  on  board  the-' Albert.'  The  unfor- 
tunate man  had  quite  recov^^d  from  the  fever,  and 
had  embarked  again;  while  scufBing  with  a  number 
of  others  on  the  forecastle  of  the  ship,  he  fell  down 
dead. 

22nd. — The  '  Warree'  schooner,  the  property  of 
R.  Jamieson,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool,  touched  in  at  Clarence 
to  take  Oaptain  Trotter's  loggage  on  board,  it  having 
been  arranged  that  be  was  to  proceed  to  England  in 
her.  The  Master  had  unfortunately  been  drowned, 
a  few  days  previously,  by  the  upsetting  of  a  boat  in 
the  breakers,  which  suddenly  set  in  on  a  reef  of  rocks 
near  Shark  River,  where  he  was  procuring  oysters. 
Mr.  Saunders,  second  master  of  the  'Albert*,  was 
therefore  appointed  to  command  her;  and,  on  the 
following  morning  havii^  embarked  the  sick,  except  a 
few  who  were  too  weak  to  be  removed,  the  '  Albert* 
got  np  ateam,  and  left  Olarenc^  taking  the  '  Warree^ 
in  tow.  Doctor  Stanger  and  the  Reverend  J.  Schdn, 
were   also  passengers  with   Oaptain  Trotter,  whose 


'  Since  so  well  known  by  his  travels  in  Daliomey. 
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departure  vas  deeply  regretted,  and  accompanied  vith 
the  mncere  wishes  of  all  parties,  for  his  restoration  to 
health,  and  future  welfare. 

Nor  was  it  with  any  ordinary  feelings  that  the  two 
former  gentiemen  said  adieu  to  their  numerous  Mends, 
who  could  not  readily  forget  that  Stanger,  besides  his 
profeBsional  aid  so  cheerfully  rendered,  had  also 
generously  and  unremittin^y  worked  at  the  engine,  on 
which  exertions,  together  with  those  of  Dr.  McWilliam, 
probably  so  many  lires  dep^ded,  while  Mr.  Shdn  in 
his  unwearing  ministeringa  to  the  spiritoal  comforts 
of  the  sick,  had  given  them  cause  for  gratefiil  remem- 
branca 

Mr.  Merriman,  gunner,  and  W.  MacOlaoghlin,  sail- 
maker,  both  of  whom  were  in  a  most  emaciated  state, 
and  getting  worse  under  the  influence  of  the  climate. 
had  also  been  removed  on  board  the  '  Warree,'  to  afford 
them  the  only  chance  of  recovery — change  of  air*. 

24^—  The  peculiar  condition  of  the  atmosphere, 
styled  at  Fernando  Po  tJie  "Smokes,"  commenced 
early  this  morning,  in  the  form  of  a  dense  t^kiut, 
which  floated  sluggishly  over  the  sea,  enveloping  por- 
tions of  the  land,  and  quite  obscuring  the  opposite 
coasts;  the  wind  was  unusually  light,  westeily  and 
soutii-westerly,  with  an  average  temperature  of  84° 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer ;  this,  which  corresponds  to 
the  health-reviving  harmattan  of  the  other  parts  of  the 

*  Tlie  Utter  died  an  the  penage. 
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vest  coast,  onlj  rraemblea  it  in  one  point — the  extreme 
dimness  of  the  air.  It  is  the  most  unhealthy  Beason  of 
the  year  at  Olarence,  and  no  one  escaped  its  effects, 
Messrs.  White,  Hensman,  and  Lindsleger,  old  and 
well-eeasoned  residents  on  the  island,  Trere  laid  up 
-with  actiTe  fever ;  Mr.  Roscher  the  mineralogist,  and 
Dr.  Vt^el  the  indefatigable  botanist,  who  had 
remained  behind,  determined  to  brave  all  dangers  in 
prosecuting  t^eir  respective  departments  of  science, 
were  also  sufferers,  the  latter  fix}m  a  severe  attack  of 
dysentery  in  its  vorst  form :  John  Huxlej,  the  sick 
attendant^  commenced  with  fever;  and  even  Mr. 
Thomson,  left  in  diarge  of  the  sick,  whose  constitution 
had  been  proof  against  the  climate  of  tiie  river,  his 
service  in  the  fever-impregnated  'Soudan*,  taid  a  con- 
tinued residence  of  two  months  on  shore,  did  not 
escape  without  a  febrile  attack  of  an  intermittent 
diaracter. 

Nothing  could  be  more  debilitating  than  the  effect 
of  these  "  smokes"  on  European  constitntions ;  uid  the 
feeling  of  unconqaerahle  anxiety  and  nervousness  was 
very  distressing. 

J}€ceft^}er  2fu2. — Last  night  the  incessant  flashing 
of  vivid  lightning  portended  the  coming  tornado, 
which  eariy  this  morning  broke  over  the  island  with 
terrific  force,  threatening  to  tear  down  the  crazy 
wooden  buildings,  which  rattled  in  anything  but  an 
agreeable  manner,  especially  Mr.  Hensnuui's,  situated 
as  it  was,  rather  too  dose  to  the  high  cli^ :  with  the 
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exception  of  the  window-Bhutters,  howerer,  which 
retreated  inTards  before  the  violence  of  the  wind,  no 
injuTj  vu  done;  and  all  the  sick,  aare  poor  Vogel, 
TfMe  benefited  by  its  porifying  inflnence  on  the  lur, 
vhicL  to-daj  became  cooler,  and  less  oppressive. 
Those  only  vho  have  snffered  for  days  and  weeks 
nnder  the  overpowOTing  influence  of  the  West  African 
cUmate  at  the  periodical  changes  from  wet  to  dry 
season,  can  appreciate  the  feeling  couveyed  by  the 
premonitory  signs  of  the  "war  of  elements,"  when, 
after  perhaps  a  series  of  sleepless  nights,  he  notices 
in  the  evening  sky  the  arched  cbud,  illumined  at 
intervals  by  the  fitfhl  glance  of  the  electric  flnid,  and 
hears  the  distant  thunder  draw  nearer  and  still 
nearer;  what  in  temperate  climes  is  indeed  a  subject 
of  dread,  only  raises  in  his  heart  a  mingled  sentiment 
of  happiness  and  thankfulness.  He  says  "  Thank 
God  there  is  a  tornado  coming,"  makes  all  secure, 
jumps  into  bed,  and,  favoured  by  the  diminished 
temperature  of  the  turbulent  atmosphere,  sleeps 
through  all  the  chaotic  strife  of  rain,  wind,  thunder, 
lightning,  which  rages  round  him;  he  rises  calm  and 
refr^ed,  with  a  buoyant,  elastic  feeling,  which  puts 
him  on  his  way  rejoicing  in  the  goodness  and  wisdom 
of  Him  who  can  cause  even  the  terrific  storm  to  be 
productive  of  blessing  to  the  sojourner  in  that  "  dry 
and  weary  land." 

On  the  evening  of  the  3rd,  the  'Albert'  returned 
to  Fernando,  having  accompanied  the  '  Warroe'  as  far 
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as  the  isLand  of  Rollas.  Most  of  the  sick  vere 
benefited  hj  this  little  change  to  the  aea  air,  baring 
an  admntage  over  those  who  had  been  steeped  of 
late  in  the  pestiferons  "  smokes"  at  Clarence. 

liih. — Brery  preparation  vaa  being  made  priOT 
to  leaving  the  island;  getting  stores  on  board  the 
'  Albert,'  dismantling  the  '  Soudan,'  and  -working  up 
patent  fuel  out  of  the  small  coal,  there  being  scarcely 
any  fuel  left. 

IGth. — This  morning,  Doctor  Theodore  Vogel — 
whose  constitution, — which  nerer  raUied  from  the 
attack  of  riTer  fever,  rapidly  broke  down  under 
the  continuance  of  the  uncontrollable  dysentery — 
breathed  his  last,  adding  another  to  the  long  list  of 
those  who  hare  given  themselveB  to  the  cause  of  Africa 
and  the  inquiry  of  science.  Of  Dr.  Vogel's  acquire- 
ments as  a  botanist,  it  is  onnecessary  to  speak ;  his 
reputation  was  European,  and  had  he  been  spared  to 
complete  the  task  he  had  undertaken,  and  was  eo  ably 
Ailfilling  under  numerous  difficulties,  no  doubt  he  had 
left  but  little  undone  for  future  inveetigators  of  AMca 
in  that  branch  of  natural  history.  It  may  indeed  be 
said  he  sacrificed  himself  on  the  altar  of  science,  inas- 
much as  he  had  preferred  remaining  at  Fernando  Po, 
to  continue  his  labours,  when  in  a  most  wretched  state 
of  health,  rath^  than  \(xe  that  opportunity,  by  pro- 
ceeding on  to  Ascension  in  the '  Wilberforce,'  where  the 
change  of  ur  might  have  prolonged  his  days.  On 
examination,  the  longs  vere  found  to  have  all  the 
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diaracters  of  consuiDption  in  an  advancing  stage,  and 
had  be  even  recovered  from  the  djsentery,  he  would 
not  have  been  long  spared  to  his  nnmerouB  admiring 
Mends.  The  remains  of  this  eminent  botanist  were 
interred  at  night  near  those  of  other  fellow-sufferers 
in  the  £^>edition;  and  as  the  feeble  glimmering  of  the 
stars  did  not  soffioe,  it  was  necessary  to  use  torches, 
which  threw  a  lurid  blaze  over  the  solemn  scene.  His 
resting-place  was  at  least  characteristic  of  the  occnpant, 
for  there  nature  had  asserted  the  mastery,  and  sur- 
rounded the  spot  with  a  dense,  almost  impenetrable, 
mass  of  dark  green  underwood,  above  which  the  guava, 
the  graceful  palm  and  broad  leaved  banima,  strolled 
to  display  their  forms. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  December,  the  sick 
being  all  now  on  board,  and  the  preparations  necessary 
for  the  voyage  completed,  the  '  Albert*  got  up  steam 
and  left  Clarence.  In  passing  along  the  coast,  here 
and  there,  a  collection  of  moving  lights,  pointed  to  the 
different  little  sandy  nooks,  where  the  native  Edeeyahs 
were  busy  in  pursuit  of  the  land-crabs.  These  indica- 
tions of  life  soon  disappeared,  and  ere  long,  even  the 
broad  ontline  of  the  island  itself  was  lost  in  the  dark 
shades  of  night. 

Few  on  beard  felt  any  regret  at  having  left  a  place 
connected  with  so  many  sad  recollections,  hut  it  may 
be  presumed  that  gratitude  and  thankfulness  were 
feelings  common  to  all,  at  having  escaped,  even  though 
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with  broken  constitutions,  and  enfeebled  enei^es; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  manj  poured  out  their 
hearts  to  their  Ahnighty  delirerer,  in  the  words  of 
Hraekiah — "The  liring,  the  living  he  shall  praise 
Thee,  as  I  do  this  day."  It  would  be  ungrateM  not 
to  record  the  kindness  and  attention  of  sereral  por- 
BOns  connected  with  the  West  African  Company  at 
Fernando  Po:  Mr.  White,  the  agent,  had  consi- 
dwately  thrown  open  his  own  residence  to  the  recep- 
tion of  the  sick,  and  provided  for  the  comforts  of  those 
who  were  in  attendance ;  Mr.  Hensman,  the  medical 
officer,  had  also  laid  the  officers  of  the  Expedition  under 
aa  obligation,  bj  giving  up  his  house  to  their  ose,  and 
thus  putting  himself  to  great  discomfort  and  inconve> 
nience.  Mr.  Lindsl^r,  the  merry,  good-natured  derk, 
too,  had  cheerfully  rendered  his  assistance,  and  had 
been  of  continual  service  in  procuring  tiie  comforts 
necessary  for  the  sick;  nor  must  the  kind  sympathy 
and  aid  of  many  of  the  "  dark  daughters"  of  the  place 
be  forgotten :  The  recollection  of  acts  of  kindness 
under  such  circumstances  can  never  be  obliterated, 
while  the  recipients  remember  aught  of  the  scene  of 
their  sufTeringa. 

On  the  20th  December,  the  'Albert'  reached  West 
Bay,  in  the  delightfully  picturesque  Island  of  Princes, 
whence,  having  procured  fuel,  and  some  stock  for  the 
convalescents,  she  steamed  round  to  Church  Bay. 
Here  Madame  Ferreira  entertained,  in  her  ugaal  hos- 
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pitable  style,  the  officers  vho  had  an  opportiuitj  of 
Tisiting  the  shore. 

Touching  in  at  St.  Anna  de  ChaTes,  the  capital  of 
St.  Thomas'  Island,  on  the  24th,  thence  skirting  along 
the  coast,— vhich  for  diversity  and  loxniiance  of 
landscape  can  hardlj  be  surpassed, — ^the  'Albert' 
anchored  near  the  Island  of  Hollas.  H.M.S.  '  Pluto' 
iraa  lying  there  in  a  sickly  condition,  baring  a  number 
of  her  crew  laid  np  with  ferer.  Poor  Duffield,  the 
second  master,  who  bad  accompanied  Mr.  Carr  to  the 
inside  of  the  Brass  river,  had  already  fallen  a  Tictim, 
and  some  of  the  others  were  in  a  critical  state.  Three 
or  foor  of  the  sick  were  sent  on  board  the  '  Albert,' 
for  passage  to  Ascension,  one  of  whom,  Tom  Daris,  a 
Eruman,  died  soon  after  of  consumption.  After 
wooding  and  watering,  the  'Albert'  proceeded  to 
Annobone,  thence  on  to  Ascension,  where  she  arrired 
on  the  28th  January.  During  the  passage  the  sick 
improved  rapidly,  particularly  after  having  passed  to 
the  southward  of  the  Equator,  when  the  alteration 
became  almost  daily  apparent.  Even  Duncan,  who  had 
suffered  so  terribly  from  mortification  of  the  foot, — 
succeeding  his  attack  of  fever, — was  beginning  to 
rally  from  his  protracted  illness ;  and  the  refreshing  sea 
breezes  at  Ascension  together  with  the  quiet  of  an 
hoq>ital  gradually  restored  him,  and  many  others, 
who  had  been  reduced  to  the  verge  of  the  grave. 

The  fatal  character  of  the  fever  which  had  thus 
frustrated  the  objects  of  the  Expedition,  aud  dia- 
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appointed  the  bright  hopes  of  its  philanthropical 
originators,  will  no  doubt  hare  inyested  it  with  an 
interest — eyen  to  the  general  reader, — which  medical 
subjects  seldom  possess;  we  have  therefore  ventured  to 
collate  an  outline  of  it  from  the  official  report 
transmitted  October  8th,  1841,  by  Mr.  Thomson  to  Sir 
W.  Bmmett,  Medical  Director-General  of  H.M.  Navy. 

In  attempting  a  general  description  of  the  disease 
aa  it  manifested  itself  on  board  II.M.S.V.  'Soudan,' 
some  difficulty  occurred  from  the  dissimilarity  of  the 
symptoms  not  only  at  the  commencement  but  during 
the  progress  of  most  of  the  cases.  In  nearly  all, 
however,  premonitory  symptoms  were  found  on  inquiry 
to  hare  existed  at  least  one  day  prior  to  the  attack, 
either  in  form  of  languor,  general  debility,  or  sensa- 
tion of  chilliness,  but  from  the  anxiety  of  the  patients 
to  impute  those  feelings  to  any  other  cause  than  that 
of  fever,  medical  assistance  was  avoided  until  the  fol- 
lowing day,  when  the  symptoms  were  less  equivocal. 
At  first  the  head  was  not  so  severely  affected  as  in 
most  forma  of  remittent  fever,  a  sense  of  iulness  aad 
constriction  nevertheless  was  always  complained  of; 
the  eyes  were  suffiised,  the  conjunctiva  having  a 
yellow  tinge;  general  pains,  especially  of  the  lower 
extremities  and  loins,  this  last  moaUy  aggravated  on 
the  third  day.  In  all  cases  the  heat  and  dryness  of 
skin  were  very  great.  Bowels  irregular.  The  tongue 
covered  with  a  thin  white  clammy  fitr,  changing  into 
a  yellowish  or  brownish  coating,  with  edges  of  de^ 
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red  colour,  and  in  all  trmtulous,  on  protniBion.  The 
poise  generallj  averaged  96  at  conunencement,  but  it 
varied  a  good  deal  in  different  cases,  both  as  to  number 
and  momentum,  the  change  being  from  96  to  as  much 
as  120  during  the  seTeritj  of  the  accession.  About 
the  third  daj,  the  irritabilitj  of  stomach  came  on ;  the 
fluid  ejected  being  either  yellowish,  or  green  and  bilious. 
Tenderness  over  the  stomach  vaa  not  inTariablj 
present,  and  in  no  case  did  it  amount  even  on  pressure 
to  any  indication  of  acute  inflammation.  The  general 
impression  produced  on  the  system  at  the  outset 
merits  the  most  attention,  in  some  t^ere  being  great 
neiTons  depression  vith  rapid  prostration  of  strength 
and  despondency  of  mind ;  or  high  excitement  vith 
full  poise,  again  socceeded  by  exhaustion;  while  in 
others,  the  disease  advanced  slowly  and  insidiously 
without  developement  of  any  uigent  symptoms  until 
about  the  sixth  day.  These  latter  were  certainly  most 
intractable.  On  questioning  such  patients,  they  woold 
reply  in  a  languid  sort  of  tone,  that  there  was  nothing 
whatever  the  matto'  with  them;  that  they  were  quite 
well;  and  wondered  why  they  were  obliged  to  take 
medicines,  or  be  placed  under  any  restrictioQ.  In 
scarcely  any  two  cases  treated  on  board  *  Soudan,'  was 
the  malady  exactly  similar;  in  all,  however,  the 
remission  was  somewhat  longer  and  more  distinct  on 
the  alternate  days,  the  acc^ons  becoming  stronger 
and  more  aggravated  until  the  seventh  or  eight  day, 
when  the  symptoms  became  less  severe,  with  favourable 
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remissions,  or  advanced  to  a  fatal  termination.  In  the 
height  of  the  ferer,  the  exhalation  from  the  skin  had 
a  pecoliu  odour,  not  unlike  the  disagreeable  mnstinesa 
of  dirty  'wet  clothes  vhich  have  been  kept  in  a  confined 
place.  The  vessels  were  absolutely  saturated  with  it 
at  last,  and  it  was  so  powerful  on  board  '  Soudan,'  that 
the  officers  of  the  '  Pluto '  employed  on  a  survey  of 
her  stores,  detected  at  once  the  presence  of  it,  and 
could  scarcely  believe  that  it  proceeded  from  the  fever. 
In  the  fatal  cases  and  those  of  greatest  intensity,  this 
effluvium  was  most  appreciable. 

The  state  of  the  atmosphere  was  found  to  modify 
the  stage  of  the  disease  very  much ;  a  close,  sultry 
condition  without  breeze  augmented  the  fever  greatly, 
causing  restlessness,  and  converting  what  would  have 
been  the  day  of  clearest  remission  into  a  day  of  con- 
tinued violent  febrile  action.  In  this  way  the  12th 
and  20th  of  September,  being  of  such  a  nature,  had  a 
most  pemiciouB  effect  on  the  cases. 

In  conducting  the  treatment  of  this  insidious  dis- 
ease, the  principal  objects  kept  in  view  were  as  fol- 
lowB  : — To  establish,  if  possible,  a  more  healthy  state 
of  the  secretions,  in  the  use  of  remedies,  anticipating 
as  it  were,  the  accessions  of  fever  at  night,  and  endea- 
vouring, especially  during  the  remissions,  to  induce 
such  a  change  in  the  system  as  might  tend  to  lessen 
the  duration  of  the  malady. 

After  a  brisk  purgative  of  the  chloride  of  mercury, 
followed  by  neutral  salts,  the  mercurial  chloride  was 
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given,  in  combination  with  Jamea's  povder,  fire  grains 
of  the  former  ■with  two  of  the  latter,  every  three  hours, 
ntitil  moderate  ptjalism  -waa  induced;  while  saline 
draughts  were  used  as  common  drink,  but  chiefly  just 
before  aud  during  the  evening  and  night,  at  which 
time  the  thirst  and  heat  of  skin  were  most  aggra- 
vated; a  slight  excess  of  the  bicarbonate  of  potass 
seemed  to  lessen  the  tendency  to  irritability  of  the 
stomach,  and  if  this  failed,  total  abstinence  from  fluids 
for  a  short  time,  had  often  the  desired  effect. 

The  head  symptomB  were  chiefly  treated  with  cold 
eraporating  lotions,  the  hair  being  altogether  removed, 
and  in  most  cases  by  blisters  to  the  neck  or  temples. 
One  disadranta^  of  this  species  of  counter-irritation, 
either  applied  as  above,  or  in  cases  of  tenderness  over 
the  stomach  with  continued  vomiting,  was  the  cer- 
tainty of  their  ^gravating  the  dysury  or  snppressiou 
of  a  most  important  secretion,  which  (dready  obtained 
as  a  feature  in  the  disease.  Cupping  was  found  to  be 
decidedly  more  useful  The  remedy  which  may  be 
considered  to  have  the  most  manifest  power  in  con- 
trolling the  disease  was  calomel  in  moderate  doses ; 
but  even  that  required  caution  in  its  administration, 
as  it  seemed  to  increase  the  irritability  of  the  system, 
unless  ptyalism  succeeded.  We  saw  no  case  which 
ended  fatally,  where  its  effects  could  be  established  ; 
and  in  some  where  it  was  beginning  to  act,  and  sud- 
denly ceased  its  operations,  the  fever  as  certainly  pro- 
gressed without  any  possibility  of  checking  it    James' 
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povder  was  not  foaad  to  be  of  the  benefit  expected 
from  its  general  character  in  ferer.  In  large  doaes,  it 
seemed  to  make  the  stomach  more  irritable,  and  in 
small  ones,  vas  not  so  effectual  as  saline  mixtures  in 
promoting  perspiration.  Daring  the  decline  of  the 
disease,  the  hjdrochlorate  of  morphia  vas  a  valuable 
medicine ;  a  good  night's  repose  doing  as  much  to- 
wards restoration  to  health  as  diet. 

As  soon  as  faTOurable  remissions  came  on  and  the 
tongue  tolerably  clean,  the  dieulphate  of  quinine  was 
most  serriceable  ;  and  irom  subseqaent  experience,  we 
believe,  that  if  used  boldly  and  in  full  doses,  it  may 
be  used  most  beneficially  at  a  much  earlier  stage.  In 
the  secondary  attacks  of  pore  remittent  fever,  which 
we  witnesed  on  onr  subsequent  visit  to  the  Bights  and 
Fernando  Po,  it  was  given  in  cases  where  the  tongue 
was  even  fo\il  and  dry,  in  doses  of  six  to  ten  grains 
once  or  twice  daily,  and  it  acted  more  like  a  specific 
than  anything  ebe*. 

Judgiog  from  the  experience  of  the  two  expeditions, 
we  find  that,  irrespective  of  season,  the  river  fever, 
from  whatever  cause,  will  develope  itself  about  the 
fifteenth  day.  Thus  the  *  Quorra'  and  '  Alburkah'  in 
1832,  conmienced  the  ascent  on  the  28th  October,  and 
on  the  11th  November  the  disease  manifested  itoelf; 
while  in  the  last  expedition,  the  vessels  began  their 


*  Dr.  Thonuon  has  also  found  tiiia  confinaed  hy  pmctice  i 
Mateni  COMt  of  Africa. 


^d  by  Google 


CAUSES  or  FBVEB.  165 

progress  apwarda  on  the  20th  Aogust,  and  on  the 
3rd  September,  the  first  case  of  fever  occurred  on 
board  H.M.S.V.  '  Soudan,*  exactly  the  fifteenth  day  in 
both ;  but  when  Lieutenant  Webb  ascended  the  river 
in  July,  1842,  the  first  sickness  eridenced  itself  on 
the  sixteenth  day. 

Of  the  predisposing  canses  arising  out  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  atmoaphere,  it  would  be  impoaaible  to 
speak  with  any  certainty,  since  the  most  d^cate  chemi- 
cal tests  bare  failed  to  elicit  the  presence  of  any  of  the 
deleterioos  gases  supposed  to  exist  in  those  regions. 
From  the  date  of  entering  the  river,  we  eiammed 
both  air  uid  water  several  times  during  each  day  and 
nig^t  with  the  greatest  care,  and  could  not  detect 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  in  either,  and  only  a  alight 
trace  of  carbonic  acid  gaa  in  the  air.  Still  there  can 
be  no  doubt  there  obtains  at  some  seasons — especially 
about  the  conclusion  of  the  rainy  and  beginning  of  the 
dry  period — a  certain  peculiarity  of  atmosphere, — 
call  it  miasm,  malaria,  or  any  other  name, — which, 
though  inappreciable  by  chemicfd  agency,  operates 
most  powerfully  on  Europeans.  Even  on  those  of  the 
most  robust  frame,  and  those  who  escaped  the  river 
fever,  the  climate  gave  rise  to  an  indescribable  languor 
and  want  of  nervous  energy,  under  which  the  strongest 
constitution  must  have  yielded. 

We  can  speak  with  greater  confidence  of  the  effects 
of  solar  heat  as  acting  in  three  ways;  first,  in  evolving, 
after  the  rains,  those  emanations  from  the  soil,  which 
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are  prohcAbf  the  predisposing  causes ;  secondly,  in  ite 
infiuence  in  deTcloping  the  disease  on  those  directly 
exposed  to  its  pover,  vhich  in  nearly  all  those  so 
situated,  vas  followed  almost  immediately  by  an 
attack  of  fever ;  thirdly,  in  its  pernicious  eflfecta 
on  those  in  whom  the  malady  has  commenced;  as 
was  most  clearly  exemplified  on  the  12th  and  20th  of 
September,  when  an  unclouded  aky,  enabled  the  son's 
rays  to  operate  with  the  greatest  intensity.  In  con- 
firmation of  these  opinions,  we  quote  some  interesting 
remarks  from  the  journal  of  the  pious  and  gifted 
Bishop  Heber.  Speaking  of  the  pestiferous  jungles  of 
Tandoh  and  Terai,  between  Sheshgnr  and  Kulleanpoor, 
in  the  East  Indies,  lat.  28°  30'  N.,  long.  79'  E.,  he 
says,  that  "  during  the  heamest  rains,  while  the  water 
fells  in  torrents,  and  the  douded  sk^  (ends  to  prevent 
evaporaiion  Jrom  the  ground,  the  forest  may  be  passed 
with  tolerable  safety.  It  is  in  the  es^reme  heat,  im- 
mediately after  the  rains  have  ceased  in  May,  the 
latter  end  of  August  and  beginning  of  September,  that 
it  is  jnost  deadly;  that  daring  the  sickly  season,  from 
the  1st  of  April  to  October,  even  the  animals  desert 
them ;  but  in  the  latter  month  they  return."  He  says 
further,  that  "the  people  dwelling  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  these  woods,  call  the  white  mists  which  emanate 
from  the  marshes,  'the  essence  of  owl,'  the  native 
name  for  the  jungle  or  malaria  fever*." 

■  Heb«r'a  JovRial,  Tol.  I.,  p.2ffl. 
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We  have  previously  called  attention  to  the  good 
efects  of  qainine  in  ih.e  treatment  of  feTer ;  ve  most 
also  speak  of  it  as  a  prophylactic.  It  had  long  heen 
obeerred  bj  medical  men  <ut  the  west  coast  of  Africa, 
that  persons  sabject  to  agne  or  intermittent  fever, 
were  exempt  from  the  more  senooB  remittent  form. 
iSi.  Thomson  therefore  reasoned,  that  if  the  use  of 
qainine  could  control  a  disease  vhich  granted  this 
immnnitj  from  the  more  fatal  one,  might  not  the  free 
administration  of  it  in  the  health/  subject  induce  such 
a  change  in  the  system  as  vould  keep  both  avay  ?  On 
the  return  of  the  Expedition  to  the  Bight  of  Biafra  in 
1842,  he  commenced  the  experiment  in  his  ovn  person 
in  lai^  doses — six  to  ten  grains  daily ;  and  although 
very  much  exposed  on  shore  in  the  woods  of  Fernando 
Po,  Bimbia,  Cameroons,  &c.,  he  escaped  the  remittent 
altogether ;  bnt  on  the  recall  of  the  officers  and  men 
to  England,  he  gradually  left  off  the  quinine  and  on 
reaching  Plymouth,  discontinued  it  entirely,  when, 
strange  to  say,  tertian  ague  attacked  him  at  regular 
intervals  for  some  months,  and  even  recnrred  on  the 
following  year  at  the  same  period*. 

As  regards  the  influence  of  diet  in  the  prevention 
of  fever,  we  had  the  clearest  proofs  that  tolerably  good 
living,  with  a  moderate  proportion  of  wine  and  Bass's 
ale,  was  the  most  proper  course  to  be  adopted.     We 

"  Hedtoal  redden  tre  Tcfened  to  the  Lancet ;  date  ESth  Febnuiy, 
1846. 
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foimd  that  thoee  vlio  used  the  good  things  of  this  life, 
vithout  ahasing  them,  continaed  the  longest  exempt 
from  an  attack,  and  some  escaped  altogether;  while  of 
those  vho  had  folloved  the  opposite  plan,  or  total  absti- 
nence from  wines  and  fermented  liquors,  not  one  had 
an  immonitj  from  the  fever,  or  recovered,  and  their 
cases  were  among  the  earliest  fatal.  We  wish  this  to 
be  particnlarlj  marked,  as  some  persons  from  mistaken 
views  have  recommended,  a  course  quite  opposed  to 
these  facts. 

AboTe  all  we  must  add,  the  encouragement  of  cheer- 
fulness and  innocetU  recreations,  with  suitable  protec- 
tion from  the  son.  We  have  seen  the  good  effects  of 
sudi  a  system,  and  cannot  too  highlj  recommend  it*. 


*  Ab  the  cIiBTactar  of  ttiia  lurraliTe  piwslndee  the  ponibilitr  of 
going  further  into  medical  details,  we  refer  our  readers  to  the  world 
of  Doctors  UcWilliam  and  Fritchett. 
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Conmltatiott  of  the  Commi»oiien  rapeeting  tatan  op«Tatioi)s— 
I>Mid«  on  rataminf  to  the  oowt— Diipatehfli  lent  to  GoTenirouit 
by  liflnt.  Toby— The  lUr.  Theodore  Hailer  mtunu  to  Englsnd— 
Further  remarks  on  Aac«ndon  — The  Blowhole,  or  Gmmpoa 
Cftrem — Natural  rolcanic  arch— Turtle— The  "Wide-awake"  and 
"Gwnet  Fairtf'- Hagnetio  term-days— The  '  Wilbwfbroe*  Icatm 
Ascension  for  the  Bight  of  Biafra— Discoloration  of  the  sm  by  con- 
fervK — Lominoeity  of  sea;  how  connected  with  this  appearance — 
Phosphorescent  polypi— RerisitCapA  Coast — Change  in  the  plumage 
of  some  of  tile  birds— Accra— Hr.  Bannennan's  hospitality— Com- 
parison between  Fanlds  and  Ashantis — A  runaway  Bomi  slave — 
Swamped  in  the  surf— Fernando  Po— Its  appeaiance— Clarence 
Cor»— Edeeyahs,  or  natives— Their  physical  character*— No  tn> 
^tionaiy  '.evidence  of  their  origin — NaUre  towns  and  viUsgs^— 
Hotal  and  social  condition  of  the  inhabitants- Hannert  and  castoms 
— Goremment — Relipoos  superstitions — FestiTsJ  at  the  planting  of 
the  yam— Obsenrancee  on  decease  of  any  of  the  trib« — System  of 
betrothal— Severe  punishment  for  adultery- Mode  of  Sdung— 
I«nd  eiabe— Native  method  of  chanting — Palm-nnt  gatherers— 
Deecription  of  a  hnnt  with  the  Edeeyahs— Bota-kinuno,  or  i^hmting 

Thb  mformation  brought  bj  the  'Albert'  hot 
demanded  the  grarest  consideration,  vhether  the  sng- 
gestions  of  Oaptaln  Trotter  should  be  acted  ap  to,  or 
whether  the  more  recent  reports  of  t^e  attack  on  the 
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settlers  at  the  Modd  Farm  required  a  modificatioD  of 
them,  and  more  prompt  meaeures.  A  coDsultation  vas 
therefore  held  on  the  3rd  February  by  Captain  Allen 
and  Mr.  Oook, — the  tvo  remaining  Conmussioners, — 
on  the  stepB  moBt  advisable  to  be  taken  under  these  cir- 
cumstances. The  latter  gentleman  strongly  lu^ed  the 
necessity  of  our  immediate  departure  for  the  coast,  in 
order  to  ascend  the  Niger  at  once,  in  search  of  Mr. 
Oarr,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  settlers  at  the  Model 
Farm.  He  vas  of  "  opinion  that  the  river  vill  hare 
reached  nearly  the  lowest  in  January,  and  as  by  the 
middle  of  March  t^e  quicksands  irhich  compose  the 
greater  part  of  its  bed  will  become  so  drained  and 
consoUdated,  as  to  throw  the  stream  into  one  channel, 
it  will  be  found  deeper  and  more  rapid  at  that  time 
than  after  it  begbs  to  rise,  or  before  it  has  reached  ita 
lowest." 

He  "  thought  it  improbable  that  a  river  which  Park 
describes  at  Sego  to  be  '  as  broad  taid  deep  as  the 
Thames  at  Westminster,'  and  which  in  its  course 
through  a  country  more  or  less  mountainous,  of  up- 
wards of  a  thousand  miles,  must  receive  many  la^ 
rivers  as  tributaries  before  it  is  joined  by  the  Chadda, 
can  afterwards  dwindle  into  an  insignificant  stream, 
not  baring  a  depth  of  five  or  six  feet." 

Oaptain  Allen  agreed  with  Mr.  Oommissioner  Cook 
that  the  additional  information  of  this  alleged  attach 
on  the  model  fiirm  rendered  it  expedient  to  return  to 
the  coast  with  a  view  to  enter  the  river  as  soon  as 
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possible,  bat  he  did  not  consider  it  safe  to  do  so  at  the 
early  period  proposed  bj  that  gentleman ;  inasmuch 
as  from  his  own  experience  of  the  river,  the  rise  does 
not  commence  antil  the  latter  end  of  June;  and  he 
vould  not  be  justified — being  the  onlj  person  re- 
sponsible for  the  safety  of  H.M.  Vessels  under  his 
command, — in  making  the  attempt  before  there  vae 
a  certainty  of  the  rising  river  having  a  channel 
sufficiently  deep  for  onr  draft  of  water,  or  of  float- 
ing the  vessels  off,  should  they  unfortunately  get 
aground. 

At  the  same  time  he  was  of  opinion  that  by  entering 
the  river  at  the  end  of  July,  ve  should  be  only  twenty 
days  in  advance  of  last  year's  attempt,  when  we  were 
so  much  straitened  for  time,  and  even  should  we  be 
able  to  reach  Rabbah,  we  should  still  remain  in  igno- 
rance of  the  state  of  tiie  river  daring  the  shallowest 
season,  and  also  of  the  length  of  time  it  would  be 
available  for  navigation.  It  was  eventually  deter- 
mined that  we  sho\Qd  hasten  our  departure ;  Oaptain 
Allen  reserving  to  himself — as  naval  commander  of 
the  Expedition, — the  right  of  deciding  when  the  ascent 
of  the  river  could  be  ondertaken  with  safety  to  Her 
Majesty's  vessels.  A  further  reason  for  not  waiting 
at  Ascension, — according  to  Oaptain  Trotter'e  .  sug- 
gestion till  the  Ist  of  Jane — was,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  make  the  voyage  to  Fernando  Po,  and  to 
the  mouth  of  the  river — with  all  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions.— so  as  to  be  able  to  enter  it  at  the  beginning  of 
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Julj,  especiaXij  as  the  'Albert's'  crev  not  being  in  a 
state  of  health  to  accompanj  ns,  it  voiild  be  necessary 
to  refit  the  'Soudan,'  vhich  vessel  vas  lying  at 
Fernando  Po.  Portnnately  in  the  'Wilberforce'  there 
were  sufficient — vith  the  assistance  of  some  officers  * 
who  Tolnnteered  for  a  renewal  of  the  service  to  man 
both  vessels.  Captain  Allen  therefore  resolved  on 
hastening  the  departure  for  the  coast  of  Afiica,  to  he 
there  guided  by  circomstances. 

J^^truaty  I2th. — Dispatches  were  sent  to  the 
Ooloiiial  Office  and  to  the  Admiralty,  announcing 
these  determinations.  They  were  entmsted  to  lieu- 
tenant Tohy,  of  H.M,S.  'Wilberforce,'  whose  consti- 
tution had  been  so  shaken  by  the  fever  of  the  Niger, 
that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  be  invalided. 

The  Reverend  Theodore  Miiller  also  having  ex- 
pressed his  conviction  that  his  health  would  not  allow 
him  again  to  risk  the  climate  of  the  Niger,  appUed 
for  permission  to  go  to  England.  He  left  us  with 
three  hearty  cheers  from  the  ship's  company,  to  whom 
as  well  as  to  the  officers,  he  had  endeared  himself  by 
the  amiability  of  his  character,  his  truly  christian 
demeanour,  and  the  zealous  but  nna&cted  piety 
with  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  his  holy 
calling. 

Before  leaving  Ascension,  some  of  the  officers  made 


*  limtenuit  Ellis,  who  was  appointed  by  CapUn  Allen  to  com- 
mand the  '  Sondan,'  Lieutenant  Webb,  and  Hetan.  Kdney  and  Fair- 
holme,  Mate*;  and  T.R.  H.Thoniaon,  Surgeon  of  ■  Sondaa.' 
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excuraionB  to  eeveral  interesting  localitieB,  for  although 
there  is  so  little  of  reidaat  freshnesa  wherewith  to 
gladden  and  reliere  the  eye,  the  visitor  will  find 
much  to  admire  in  the  fantastic  forme  which  nature 
in  her  convubire  efforts  has  scattered  throughout  the 
island.  Of  these  the  Blowhole,  or  Grampus  cavern, 
is  well  worthy  of  a  visit.  It  is  situated  near  Pyramid 
Point,  about  two  miles  from  George  Town,  and  as 
the  way  lies  over  the  sharp  and  nigged  clinkers, 
it  can  only  be  attained  at  the  expense  of  a  pair  of 
shoes.  When  the  rollers  set  in,  the  scene  is  one  of 
terrific  beauty.  The  swelling  wave  as  it  dashes  with 
an  awfully  deep  note  into  the  cavern,  compresses  the 
air  within  its  narrowing  recesses,  but  the  next  instant 
a  reaction  takes  place,  its  elasticity  overcomes  the 
intmder  and  sends  it  bellowing  back  in  magnificent 
jets  of  spray. 

This  cavern  has  a  small  aperture  tbrongh  the  rock 
above,  by  which  the  imprisoned  air  tries  to  escape,  and 
if  sand  be  cast  into  it  at  such  a  time,  it  is  thrown  up 
a  considerable  height  with  singular  effect.  Near  this 
place  there  is  also  one  of  the  curious  arched  forms 
which  the  lava  must  have  assumed  while  in  a  state  of 
fusion,  on  coming  into  contact  with  the  sea.  The 
lower  parts  in  cooling,  have  formed  points  of  support, 
as  the  fiery  flood  rolled  on  above,  producing  a  laby- 
rinth of  low  caverns,  through  which  the  sea  rushes, 
foaming  and  iretting.     The  subject  of  the  subjoined 
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sketch  is  a  light  and  somewhat  high  arch,  resembhog 
the  mouldering  remains  of  a  Gothic  gateway.  It  is 
about  fifty  feet  in  height  and  thirty  in  breadth*. 


Fish  are  abundant,  and,  from  January  to  June,  the 
green  turtle  (Te^udo  my  das)  Tisita  the  islands  in  great 
numbers  for  the  purpose  of  depositing  its  eggs. 
During  those  months  no  gun  is  allowed  to  be  fired,  as 
the  least  noise  frightens  these  amphibia,  nor  are  any 
persons  permitted  to  turn  them  except  men  reguliu'ly 
employed  for  the  purpose.  As  mtmy  as  fifteen  hun- 
dred hare  been  captured  in  one  season,  averaging  each 


*  Nearly  eveiythiog  that  can  be  aud  of  tlib  deeoUte-looking 
ialuid  has  been  giren  in  the  excellent  description  of  it  by  Captsin 
Bnndreth,  B.E. 
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from  two  to  four  handred  weigtt,  and  the  ponds  are 
generallj  kept  veil  stocked.  It  is  not  a  little  ain- 
gular,  that  from  the  time  of  their  learing  the  island 
in  the  jonng  state, — aboat  the  size  of  a  dollar  or 
rather  lar^r, — they  are  neyer  found  there  in  any 
intennediate  stage. 

Ascension  may  be  called  the  "  home  of  the  sea-birds," 
many  varieties  of  which  frequent  it  at  all  times,  and 
in  the  breeding  seasons  occupy  their  respectire/airs,  as 
they  are  termed  by  the  marines ;  thus  the  httle  colony  of 
hack-backed  stems  (Sterna  fiiliginosa)  is  called  "  wide- 
awake fair ;"  and  the  more  important  one  of  the  gannet 
goose  {Pelicanus  boMonua),  "gannet  fair."  This  inte- 
resting locality  is  about  three  miles  from  the  town, 
on  the  gradual  slope  of  a  hill,  where  the  birds  hare 
made  innumerable  terraces,  along  which  they  lay  their 
e^gs,  two  in  Dumber,  merely  scooping  ont  sufficient  of 
the  stuidy  scoria  to  prevent  their  rolling  away. 

From  the  multitudes  which  collect  here,  Mid  from 
their  white  plumage,  the  place  becomes  Tisible  at  a  dis- 
tance. Nothing  can  be  to  all  appearance  more  stupid 
than  these  gannets.  They  never  attempt  to  escape, 
but  sit  on  the  eggs  or  young  until  fairly  lifted  ofF. 

A  regular  series  of  magnetical  observations  was 
commenced  by  Captain  W.  Allen,  assisted  by  Messrs. 
Sydney  and  Forster,  with  the  horizontal  force  and 
declination  needles  of  a  transportable  magnetometer, 
newly  invented  by  M.  Weber  of  Gottingen,  which  had 
just  been  completed  in  time  for  the  sailing  of  the 
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Expedition*.  Much  difficnltj  vas  experienced  in 
Betting  the  inBtmineDt  up,  but  this  vas  happily  accom- 
plished in  time  for  the  first  term  d&j  after  our  arriral 
fixed  by  the  Rojal  Society,  and  all  the  succeeding 
ones  Trere  kept  tintil  the  Expedition  sailed  fijr  England. 
A  great  many  obserrations  vere  also  made  with  Fox's 
and  other  instruments  at  different  positions  on  the 
island. 

Thursday,  March  \Oth. — The  fresh  arrangements 
consequent  on  the  change  of  circumstances  having  been 
completed,  ve  sidled  for  Oape  Coast  Castle  at  7*30 
P.H.  Our  comrades  in  the  'Albert'  gave  us  t^ree 
parting  cheers,  as  did  also  a  bu'que  lying  in  the  roads. 

We  vere  no  less  than  ten  days  going  from  Ascen- 
sion to  Oape  Coast  Castle.  The  winds  were  at  first 
S.K,  until  we  had  crossed  the  line,  when  they  became 
variable,  and  then  south-westerly.  On  approaching 
the  coast,  the  clouds — in  the  form  of  cumuli,  and 
sometimes  assuming  the  threatening  aspect  of  the 
"arch" — intimated  the  vicinity  of  the  tornado  re- 
^ons.  The  air  was  charged  with  moisture,  and  ^e 
advantage  of  the  plan  of  sending  hot  and  dry  air 
through  all  the  compartments  of  the  vessel,  from  the 
engine-room,  was  very  evident. 

As  we  passed  near  the  supposed  position  of  the 
island  of  St.  Matthew,  we  felt  for  it  with  the  lead, 
but  could  obtain  no  soundings. 

*  Alluded  to  in  chop.  ii.  rol.  L 
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The  coirents  vete  against  us  the  greater  part  of  the 
dlBtimce,  and  we  did  not  get  into  the  Guinea  stream 
till  ve  were  reiy  near  the  termination  of  oar  voyage. 
We  twice  passed  throngh  large  fields  or  patches  of 
water,  having  a  light  brown  or  fawn-colom%d  tinge 
from  the  presence  of  fine  particles,  bj  om-  seamen  popa- 
larlj  called  "  Whalesfood,"  but  which  in  reality  were 
nothing  more  than  diminatire  filamentous  conferre, 
very  similar  to  those  observed  by  Mr.  0.  Darwin 
on  the  eastern  coast  of  South  America.  As  the 
luminosity  of  tlie  sea  appeared  to  be  much  in- 
creased when  thrae  were  present,  we  were  induced  to 
examine  the  water  frequently  and  carefully,  with  a  very 
powerinl  compound  microscope.  Three  phosphores- 
cent moUoBca  were  discovered,  but  so  minute  that  we 
were  unable  to  decide  the  species.  The  most  nume- 
rous and  apparently  the  most  important,  was  a  tiny, 
circuUr,  transparent,  gelatiuons  mollusk,  congregated 
in  little  masses  or  bundles,  without  any  evident  raya 
or  feelers,  but  which  after  being  shaken  gently  a  few 
times,  separated;  each  particle  continuing  to  emit  its 
scintillation  of  Ught  on  1>eing  moved.  The  second 
in  frequency  was  a  brownish  disc  with  a  circle  of 
minute  rays  or  feelers;  the  seat  of  luminosity  appa- 
rently in  the  centre.  The  third  was  a  aeries  of  two 
or  more  curved  gelatinous  tubes,  partially  fitting  into 
each  other,  and  which  also  separated  on  motion,  each 
retaining  its  luminous  property. 

In  all  cases  where  we  examined  t^e   water,  it 
Toll.  u.  » 
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seemed  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  cause  a  certaio 
action  in  it  before  the  luminoaitj  vas  emitted.  Hov 
far  tbis  may  depend  on  a  peculiar  stimulus  or 
irritability  incited  iu  these  diminutiTe  animalcules,  or 
on  tbe  presence  of  pboaphorescent  particles  in  such  a 
chemical  stage  as  to  be  easily  acted  on  by  friction ;  it 
would  be  difficult  to  determine.  One  thing  is  very 
clear,  that  a  certain  movement  is  necessary,  either  by 
wind,  tide,  or  mechanical  means,  to  induce  a  luminous 
condition  of  the  sea.  In  proof  of  this,  we  have  only 
to  instance  the  effect  of  a  ship's  progress  through 
phosphorescent  water;  its  more  luminous  condition 
daring  fresh  breezes  in  hot  climates;  the  greater 
quantity  of  light  emitted  by  some  of  the  larger  aca- 
lephae  in  expanding  and  contracting  their  campanulate 
bodies. 

On  the  coast  of  Brazil,  where  tbe  sea  is  so  frequently 
Imninous,  we  have  often  been  enabled  to  determine 
the  state  of  the  tides  in  calm  weather,  by  observing 
the  effect  on  the  phosphorescent  mollosca;  their  pre- 
sence being  scarcely  perceptible  when  the  water  waa 
quiescent,  but  at  once  evidenced  by  innumerable  scin- 
tillations, when  the  tide  was  actively  ebbing  or  flow- 
ing ;  or  by  putting  a  line  overboard,  when  its  downward 
course  has  been  marked,  by  the  luminosity,  and  on 
withdrawing  it,  we  seldom  failed  to  bring  up  some  of 
tbe  minute  gelatinous  mollusca. 

Between  St.  Catherine's  in  Brazil,  and  the  River 
Plate,  we  have  frequently  noticed  a  brownish  disco- 
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loration  of  the  -water,  -whicli  when  placed  under  a 
microscope,  vas  fonnd  to  abound  in  filaments,  resem- 
bling the  spathse  of  minute  graminese.  On  aach 
occasions  the  luminosity  was  almost  inTariably  great, 
and  we  had  come  to  the  erroneous  conclusion  that 
these  were  indeed,  phosphorescent  mollnsca;  on  ex- 
amination, howcTer,  of  similar  appearances  on  the 
west  coast  of  Africa,  with  a  jeary  powerful  nticroscope, 
we  found  that  these  cylindrical  bmtdles  of  filaments 
were  vegetable,  probably  some  confervas,  and  that  the 
light  proceeded  from  the  minute  gelatinous  animal- 
calea  already  mentioned  as  the  most  abimdant,  and 
which  had  become  attached  in  greater  or  lesser  quan- 
tity. Subsequent  examinations  made  on  the  east 
coast  of  South  America,  confirmed  this  opinion. 

Tuesday,  Mairch  20£A. — In  the  afternoon  we  an- 
chored at  Cape  Ooast  Castle;  fonnd  there  H.M.  frigate 
'Madagascar,'  commanded  by  Oi^tain  Foote,  the 
senior  officer  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa.  He  kindly 
offered  every  assistance. 

Lieutenant  Fairholme,  who  had  e^Krienced  a  return 
of  the  effects  of  the  fever,  was  invalided  at  this  place. 
He  was  a  great  loss  to  the  Expedition. 

A  magnetic  term-^ay  was  kept  in  the  castle. 

The  character  of  the  foliage  at  Gape  Ooast  had 
altered  very  much  since  our  last  visit,  being  now  richer 
and  more  diversified;  and  the  absence  of  rain  enabled 
us  to  enjoy  a  few  excuisions  into  the  woods:  here 
we  observed  the  tree-ants  busily  at  work,  preparing 
IT  2 
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for  the  ensiuDg  wet  season,  bj  making  and  mending 
the  tortaoQS  claj-roofed  tonnels  vhich  led  to  their 
TariooB  colonies.  Our  interesting  little  friends  the 
ireaTer-birdfl  were  also  employed,  in  constructing  their 
carious  pensile  nests,  and  some  had  advanced  so  for  as 
to  have  completed  and  even  tenanted  them  with 
unfledged  broods,  over  which  they  vatched  with  noisy 
twitterings.  The  male  birds  had  now  exchanged 
their  rich  yellow  and  rafoos  plumage  for  a  dingy  black, 
and  looked  quite  out  of  character  by  the  side  of  the 
richly  adorned  and  solicitous  females.  These  little 
artisans  seem  to  have  sympathy  with  the  human 
species, — much  like  our  own  impudent  sparrows, — for 
they  always  select  such  cocoa-nut  or  palm-trees,  to 
suspend  their  woren  habitations,  as  are  surrounded  by 
the  busy  haunts  of  man,  where  they  form  lai^ 
settlements,  as  many  as  two  hundred  of  these  oddly 
shaped  structures  sometimes  hanging  from  a  sin^e 
tree.  The  crimson  nutcracker,  too,  had  undergone  a 
change  for  the  worse,  baring  lost  his  rich  glossy  crim- 
son and  brown,  which  was  replaced  by  a  sooty  black, 
while  the  little  grey-headed  pyrgita,  in  its  modest  and 
never  attractive  plumage,  bad  remained  unaltered,  like 
many  other  unpretending  things  in  this  life. 

Some  of  the  native  women  were  engaged  in  the 
plantations,  the  dry  season  not  being  so  profitable  for 
the  more  favourite  occupation  of  washing  for  gold.  As 
to  the  men,  they  were  as  listless  and  lazy  as  ever,  save 
the  fishing  portion,  who  being  generally  pooi'er  than 
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other  classes,  'were  nov  making  a  little  harvest  afloat 
Whenever  the  snrf  permitted,  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons vere  employed  in  canoes,  or  on  the  shore,  vith 
circular  cast  nets  about  twelve  feet  in  diameter, 
which  they  used  vith  mach  dexterity,  and  were 
amply  repaid  by  large  hauls  of  ihe  bright  silvery 
fish. 

Govemor  McLean's  hospitality  seemed  but  to  hare 
received  another  stimulus  in  our  second  visit ;  the 
castle  vas  open  to  us  at  all  times,  and  nothing  vas 
left  undone  to  conduce  to  our  comfort  and  amusement. 
We  were  not  a  Httle  disappointed  to  learn  from  him, 
that  the  Ashanti  princes,  Quantamissah  and  Ansah, 
had  not  fulfilled  the  expectations  reasonably  enter- 
tained by  their  kind  friends  in  England. 

Mr.  Freeman,  the  enterprising  and  zeidons  Wesleyan 
missionary,  was  still  here,  and  -we  rejoiced  to  hear  that 
his  labours  had  been  attended  vith  some  prospect  of 
ultimate  good.  He  has  endeavoured,  vith  great  judg- 
ment, to  introduce  a  taste  for  mechanical  employments 
among  the  natives,  vhich  if  it  progresses,  irill  not  only 
add  to  their  domestic  comforts,  but  lead  to  habits 
of  industry,  so  much  wanted  at  present  among  the 
men. 

We  were  enabled  to  procure  a  suitable  supply  of 
&esh  provisions  and  fruit.  Fish  too,  was  abundant, 
particularly  a  sort  of  clupsea  which  frwjuentfl  the  coast 
at  this  season. 

Tuesday,  March  29tk. — We  took  leave  of  Captain 
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M'Lean,  the  hospitable  GoTemor  of  Cape  Coast 
Castle,  vho  saluted  vitb  eleren  guns  from  the  fort 
In  passing  throtigh  the  roads,  most  of  the  vessels  lying 
there  cheered  as,  and  aa  Amerioan  barque  did  us  the 
honour  to  fire  a  salute,  which  yre  could  not  for  Tarious 
reasons  return,  much  to  our  regret;  hut  ve  dulj  ap- 
preciated this  mark  of  national  courtesy  and  sympathy. 
We  arrired  the  f(^owing  day  at  Accra. 

Most  of  the  officers  lunched  vith  Mr.  Bannennan, 
a  coloured  merchant  of  rery  gentlemanly  manners. 
He  took  Captain  Allen  an  excursion  into  the  country ; 
it  would  be  wrong  to  call  it  a  drive;  since  the  carriage 
vas  drawn  by  four  stout  n^roes,  who  trotted  away 
rery  cheerfully  and  with  ease,  at  the  rate  of  four  or 
five  miles  an  hour.  It  was  an  agreeable  mode  of 
locomotion,  since  neither  whip,  reins,  nor  attentive 
look-out  were  required,  nothing,  in  foct,  to  distract  the 
mind  from  the  beauty  of  the  scenery,  or  the  agr&mens 
of  conversation,  which  with  an  intelligent  and  well- 
educated  old  gentleman  such  as  Mr.  Bannennan  were 
very  considerable. 

It  seemed  at  first  to  be  a  degradation  of  "  immortal 
man,"  to  be  so  employed,  but  it  differs  but  little  from 
the  practice  of  drawing  people  about  in  Bath  chairs 
in  our  own  dear  civilized  England. 

The  country  is  very  open, — in  a  state  of  nature 
near  the  town,  except  for  the  amusement  of  the 
Erumen,  who  have  some  gardens ;  but  at  the  foot  of 
the  hills,  about  three  miles  off,  it  is  ridily  cultivated. 
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The  intervening  land  eeema  to  be  considerably  de- 
pressed, and  there  is  a  large  piece  of  salt  vator, 
similar  to  one  near  Cape  Coast  Castle,  the  resort  of 
numbers  of  water  fowl.  It  is  an  excellent  sporting 
country ;  as  manj  as  fire  hundred  deer  are  sometimes 
seen  together,  increasing  the  park-like  appearance  of 
the  acenerj. 

We  met  several  parties  of  Ashanti  traders,  starting 
off  for  the  interior,  with  various  articles  of  European 
produce,  but  principallj  salt,  which  they  exchange  for 
gold-dust  and  ivory.  Everything  is  borne  on  the 
heads  of  slaves,  a  portion  of  whom  of  course  belong 
to  the  commissariat  department,  and  carry  provisions 
for  two  or  three  days.  These  Ashanti  traders  com- 
municate with  all  the  nations  of  the  interior  adjoining 
their  country,  but  they  do  not  pass  the  frontier. 
Others  meet  them  at  appointed  and  regular  markets, 
to  interchange  their  commodities.  It  requires  twelve 
days  to  reach  a  place  called  Sari,  to  meet  those  of 
Mallowa  (query  Melli),  which  some  describe  as  a  very 
large  country,  others  say  it  is  a  general  name  for  all 
the  nations  beyond  Ashanti. 

Judging  from  the  specimens  ve  saw  of  the  Ashanti 
race,  we  must  certainly  give  them  the  preference  over 
the  Fanti,  in  point  of  physical  characteristics.  They 
were  muscular,  lathy,  active-looking  men,  of  average 
stature,  with  smaller  hands  and  feet;  the  eyes 
bright  and  intelligent;  in  a  few  the  hair  was  some- 
what long,  soft  and  gloaay.     We  were  also  enabled 
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to  compare  them  with  some  of  the  pure  Accra  tribe : 
these  latter  vere  perhaps  of  better  stature  and  de- 
Telopement,  but  not  better  featured.  Indeed,  with  the 
exception  of  some  few  whose  lineaments  are  tolerably 
pleasing,  tbej  both  hare,  in  the  words  of  Isert  the 
Danish  trareller,  "commonly  something  apish"  about 
the  face. 

We  stopped  to  put  a  few  questiona  to  a  runaway 
Bomd  slare  from  Kumaasi,  who  was  sitting  under  a 
shed,  merrily  occupied  in  wearing  a  narrow  cotton 
cloth  of  brilliant  colours.  He  said,  his  country  was 
very  mountainous,  though  no  names  could  be  recog- 
nised but  Wangara,  of  which  he  spoke  with  evident 
delight.  It  was,  however,  very  difficult  to  understand 
him.  He  remembered  a  large  fresh  water  lake,  and 
one  of  salt  water;  the  latter  was  the  larger.  He 
could  giro  no  intelligible  account  of  the  route  by 
which  he  had  reached  Ashanti,  nor  of  that  country ; 
but  he  seemed  perfectly  happy  at  having  exchanged 
masters.  This  is  a  proo(  among  many  others,  of 
the  great  difficulty  there  is  in  making  out  an  itinerary 
from  the  accounts  of  natives,  who  have  generally  been 
kidnapped  and  carried  off  as  slaves  in  their  youth ;  and 
consequently  can  hardly  be  supposed  capable  of  remem- 
bering ttie  names  even  of  the  towns  they  have  passed 
through,  still  lees  can  they  give  them  seriatim,  with 
the  distance  between  each;  especially  as  their  journeys 
to  the  coast  are  sometimes  extended  over  a  period  of 
many  yeara. 
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Hr.  Bannerman's  hoose,  during  onr  visit,  vas  beset 
vith  people  offeriog  rarious  artides  for  sale ;  among 
these  were  ekins  of  the  beautiful  Diana  moniej,  and 
others  with  long  glossy  black  hair,  probably  the  Sooty 
Mangabey,  {Cercocdnie  fuliffinotm).  ProTisions  were 
plentiful,  and  at  a  reasonable  price.  We  were  also 
fortunate  in  meeting  with  some  nice  tiinkets  of  native 
manofiicture,  worked  in  the  purest  gdd,  and  display- 
ing considerable  taste.  After  partaking  of  the  good 
things  of  our  kind  host's  table,  whidi,  though  cooked  in 
native  fashion,  afforded  proofs  of  an  advuicement  in 
civilization,  which  would  hare  delighted  the  philan- 
Arophic  gastro-regeneratoT,  M.  Soyer,  we  em- 
barked. At  this  season  the  surf  sets  in  vety  violently 
daring  the  afternoon ;  and  notwithstanding  we  were 
provided  with  one  of  Mr.  Bannerman's  largest  canoes, 
containing  forty  piill-a-boys,  we  experienced  mach 
difficulty  and  no  little  danger  before  we  got  tiirough  the 
nearest  line  of  breakers.  In  onr  first  essay  the  huge 
canoe  was  swamped,  on  which  the  crew  jumped  out, 
and  swam  by  the  side  until  we  reached  the  shore 
again,  whm,  after  baling  out  the  water,  and  chanting 
(mother  dii^  to  the  presiding  deities  of  the  element, 
we  made  a  second  and  more  succeasfhl  attempt. 
After  the  exercise  we  had  on  shore,  the  sitting  in  oar 
wet  clothes,  kept  us  cold  and  shivering,  while  onr  pull- 
a-boys,  who  had  no  other  covering  than  nature  be- 
stowed, seemed  to  rejoice  in  a  soaking  and  kept  up  a 
lond  chorus,  of  which  the  usual  prevailing  subject  was 
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the  vhite  man's  generosity,  and  his  obligation  to 
"  dash  dollar !  big  white  dollar !" 

Id  the  erening  ve  veighed,  and  continued  our 
TOjage  along  the  coast.  We  passed  the  fine  river 
Volta,  seen  from  the  mast-head  flowing  through  a 
beautiful  level  country,  not  eu£5deiitlj  elevated  ap- 
parently, to  secure  it  from  inundation.  We  passed 
Occa  and  the  Danish  fort  of  Quittah,  vhich  GoTemor 
McLean  said  was  formerly  situated  close  to  the  sea. 
It  is  now  apparently  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
it.    We  here  purchased  some  stock. 

Friday,  April  lat. — At  Little  Popoe  we  found 
H.M.  vessels  'Rapid,'  'Termagant,'  and  'Bonetta.'  The 
Commodore  in  the  'Madagascar'  was  gone  to  Prince's 
Island.  We  had  an  opportunity  of  communicating 
with  England  by  'Termagant,'  and  by  the  Commander 
of  the  'Rapid,'  who  was  going  to  join  the  Commodore, 
a  strong  letter  was  written  to  that  officer,  stating  the 
invaluable  services  which  had  been  rendered  to  the 
Expedition,  by  Lieutenant  Littlehales,  in  conveying 
the  ^ck  from  the  mouth  of  the  Nigw  to  AscenBion  ; 
and  the  unwearied  attention  with  which  he  devoted 
himself  to  their  comfort  on  the  passt^. 

In  the  evening  we  saw  a  moat  splendid  meteor, 
which  shot  across  the  heavens  with  a  brilliant  light, 
for  a  distance  of  abont  twenty  degrees,  becoming 
extinct  at  10°  elevation.  It  was  like  a  falling  blue 
hght.  On  the  following  evening  also  one  was  seen, 
but  not  so  brilliant. 
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April  Srd. — We  struck  Boundings  in  the  evening 
near  one  of  the  moutha  of  the  Niger,  supposed  to  be 
the  Rio  Dodo ;  but  as  ve  did  not  obtain  a  latitude 
owing  to  the  thickness  of  the  weather,  we  could  hardly 
ascertain  our  exact  position ;  it  was  evident  that  the 
Teasel  had  been  set  into  the  Bight  of  Benin,  bj  a 
nordierlj  current,  as  we  found  also  to  be  the  case  last 
year.  We  felt  oar  way  during  the  night  along  the 
shore  of  the  dreaded  delta  by  the  lead.  The  weather 
was  gloomy. 

Monday,  April  ith.- — We  passed  the  embouchures 
of  the  Niger,  Sengana,  and  our  own  Rio  Nun,  which 
the  sailors  called  the  "  Gate  ot  the  Cemetery."    We 


then  stood  across  towards  Fernando  Fo.     Unfortu- 
nately our  coals  ran  short,  ao  that  we  were  reduced  to 
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sails  and  a  tight  fair  wind,  Tith  Thich  ve  made 
wretchedly  slow  progress.  When  near  the  Boteler 
Rocks  off  the  north-west  part  of  Fernando  Po,  it  fell 
calm,  obliging  va  to  conaume  the  few  remaining  coals 
reserved  for  getting  the  Tcssd  into  the  harbour.  We 
had  jnst  enough  to  take  us  to  Shaiic  Kirer,  where  an 
English  barque  belonging  to  Mr.  Jamieson,  supplied  us 
with  a  ton  and  a  half;  with  this  timely  help  we  sdc 
ceeded  in  getting  into  Clarence  Core,  Fernando  Po ; 
here  we  met  H.  M.  ship  '  Madagascar,'  and  our 
consort  the  'Soudan.'  The  latter  was  a  most  de- 
plorable object,  lying  alongside  the  jetty.  The  thatch 
with  which  she  was  covered  fore  and  aft,  to  protect 
the  goods,  &C.,  from  the  rains,  was  in  a  rery  minous 
condition.  We  found  Mr.  Anderson,  the  second 
master,  left  by  Captain  Trotter's  orders  in  charge  of 
that  vessel,  in  delicate  health,  having  suffered  much 
from  fever.  Assistant-Sui^eon  Stirling  who  had 
gone  on  to  Ascension  with  the  sick  in  the  'Dol- 
phin,' and  thence  to  En^and  with  invalids,  now 
rejoined  us. 

Oaptain  Foote  knowing  Oaptun  Allen's  intentioos» 
had  very  kindly  commenced  clearing  out  the  'Soudan;' 
he  also  lent  us  caulkers  and  every  assistance  during 
his  short  stay. 

The  utmost  exertions  were  made  to  get  both 
vessels  ready  for  sea  as  soon  as  possible,  it  being  an 
object  with  Oaptain  Allen  to  make  no  longer  stay  at 
Fernando  Po,  than  was  absolutely  necessary  for  this 
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piirpose;  but  to  keep  moying  aboat  as  tlie  most 
likelj  vay  of  secoring  the  health  of  the  crews, — -vhich 
was  DOT  very  good, — as  veil  hj  change  of  scene  and 
excitement,  as  change  of  air.  Some  dlarm  had  arisen 
on  approaching  the  coast,  hj  a  few  returns  of  ferer, 
which  seemed  to  rerifj  Dr.  Mc William's  opinion,  that 
all  would  be  attacked.  Howerer  there  were  not 
many  cases,  and  they  happily  soon  recoTered. 

We  j^adly  availed  ourselres  of  this  prolonged  oppor- 
tunity, to  become  acquainted  with  this  interesting 
island  of  West  A&ica. 

Fernando  Po  lids  in  the  Bight  of  Bia&a,  between 
the  paratlds  of  3°  12",  and  3°  47'  north  latitude, 
and  8°  26'  and  8°  57'  east  longitude.  It  is  evi- 
dently of  Tolcanic  origin.  In  form  an  oblong 
square,  broadest  in  the  sonthem  extremity ;  about 
thirty-five  miles  in  length,  and  twenty-two  in  breadth. 
The  land  is  high,  and  in  many  parts  precipitous.  Two 
principal  mountain  ranges  intersect  it,  running  in  a 
direction  nearly  north  and  south,  of  which  Olarence 
Peak  towards  the  northern  end,  rising  to  a  height  of 
11,040  feet,  presents  the  leading  feature;  while  a 
much  less  elevated  range  at  the  sonthem  extreme 
separates  Melville  Bay  and  Oape  Badgely,  terminating 
in  a  gradual  slope  towards  North-West  Bay.  The 
appearance  of  the  island  at  any  view  is  picturesque  in 
the  extreme,  being  well-wooded,  even  towards  the 
higher  ranges;  while  skirting  the  sea-coast,  may  be 
observed  numerous  varieties  of  high  and  umbrageous 
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trees,  of  'which  the  graceM  palm  and  the  magnificent 
bombaz  stand  forth  conspicuous.  The  southern  half 
ia  more  deficient  in  wood,  but  it  presents  beautifullj 
direrafied  feature,  with  patches  of  open  park-like 
scenerf.  The  altitude  of  the  mountain,  commands 
even  in  the  dry  season,  an  abundance  of  water,  'which 
expends  itsdf  in  numerous  rlTulets  in  the  bays.  One 
Terj  essential  point  in  the  island,  is  the  absence  of 
STampj  and  marshy  ground,  except  in  some  few 
places. 

The  principal  settlement  is  in  the  crescentic  little 
bay  or  cove  of  Clarence,  at  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  island,  and  is  a  better-looking  place  than  could  be 
anticipated,  connected  as  it  always  is,  in  an  English- 
man's imagination,  with  the  mortaUty  which  occurred 
in  clearing  it  some  years  ago.  The  houses  of  the  West 
African  Company  and  the  town  are  built  on  a  cliff 
about  one  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
— composed  of  tn&s  covering  basalt;  but  which, 
according  to  Mr.  Roscher,  the  mineralogist,  are  of 
three  different  ages  and  relative  positions.  The  lowest 
formation  is  a  volcanic  breccia,  composed  of  pebbles, 
basalt,  and  ashes,  products  «f  volcanic  action.  The 
dip  at  the  point  ia  5°  to  the  north-east:  near  the  town 
the  formation  lies  nearly  horizontfd.  The  second  is 
composed  of  thin  layers  of  ashes,  in  which  are  embed- 
ded conglomerates,  consisting  of  fragments  of  basalt, 
with  a  compact  structure  dipping  16"  to  the  south. 
The  third  formation  is  of  an  aqueous  precipitate,  corn- 
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posed  of  alternatimg  beds  of  aluminous  masses,  and  of 
fine  conglomerate,  dipping  20"  to  the  aouth-east.  The 
trees  are  well  cleared  for  some  distance,  but  leaving 
an  abundance  of  dense  broshirood,  which,  indeed,  in 
such  a  climate,  it  would  be  quite  impossible  to  keep 
under. 

There  is  but  one  principal  street ;  on  each  side  of 
which  the  wooden  houses,  amounting  to  180,  are 
placed  at  irregular  interrals.  The  population  is  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  hundred,  including  the  Krumen. 
Independently  of  the  latter,  whose  number  varies 
much  according  to  circumstances,  the  residents  are 
cM^y  liberated  Africans  from  Sierra  Leone.  They 
are  generally  well  behaved  and  happy,  but  extremely 
indolent.  The  men  barter  with  the  natives  for  palm- 
oil,  while  the  females  overlook  the  cultivation  of  the 
yam  and  such  other  vegetables  as  form  their  prin- 
cipal food,  and  are  in  demand  by  the  few  white 
residents  and  the  crews  of  ships  which  occasionally 
touch  here. 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  although  so  close  to 
the  mainland  of  Cameroons,  only  twenty-five  mUes  off, 
much  of  the  vegetation,  and  nearly  all  the  birds  and 
animals,  are  peculiar  to  the  island;  and  the  native 
Edeeyahs  form  in  themselves  a  contradistinction  to 
their  not  distant  neighbours,  both  in  their  physical 
characters  and  language. 

In  Boteler's  very  interesting  narrative  of  the  expe- 
dition of  H.M.  ships  'Leven'  and  'Barracouta'  on  the 
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east  and  vest  coasta  of  Africa,  he  says,  "Oar  ioter- 
couise  Tith  Baragee  of  Tarious  tribes  and  natioDB,  for 
the  last  four  years,  has  far  exceeded  that  which  gene- 
rally falls  to  the  lot  of  navigators,  or  of  travellera  OTor^ 
land,  jet  never  did  vb  meet  vith  a  people  more  savage 
in  appearance,  or  more  singular  in  their  customs,  than 
the  people  of  Fernando  To."  If  that  officer  could 
have  had  time  and  proper  opportunity,  no  doubt  ire 
ahoidd  hare  been  fiimished  vitb  many  particulars  of 
their  domestic  and  general  history ;  and  it  seems  truly 
astonishing  that  no  subsequent  visitor  should  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  this 
strange  people,  or  to  draw  attention  to  the  anomalous 
combination  of  barbarism  and  civilization  which  obtains 
among  them. 

Hitherto  they  have  only  been  known  to  Europeans 
aa  the  Boobies,  or  Bubies,  and  pertiaps  satisfied  with 
the  beUef  that  this  name  must  have  arisen  from  some- 
thing connected  with  their  mental  condition,  too 
many  visitors  of  the  idand  have  passed  over  un- 
heeded, or  with  a  few  caenal  remarks,  this  most  sin- 
gular people. 

The  proper  title  of  this  race  is  Eideeyah,  how  or 
whence  derived  we  know  not.  The  first  impression 
on  beholding  the  Edeeyah  in  his  native  woods  is  cer- 
tainly anything  but  favourable,  and  makes  one  fed 
rather  anxious  to  avoid  communication.  The  face  is 
cut  and  disfigured  with  transverse  stripes,  which,  to 
come  up  to  their  standard  of  beauty,  ought  to  be  as 
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much  raised  and  corrugated  as  possible,  -whicli  is  only 
attained  by  a  tedious  process  in  cicatrizing  the  vounds. 
The  hair  is  done  up  into  a  namber  of  little  knobs  vitb 
red  claj  and  palm-oil,  or  dran-n  dovu  behind  and 
plastered  vitb  an  immense  mass  of  earth,  weighing 
four  or  fiye  pounds,  and  secnred  with  grass-thread. 
The  bodj  is  painted,  or  rather  daubed,  rudely  over 
with  yellow  or  red  clay,  so  as  often  to  gire  the  most 
Mghtfiil  and  a&Tage  look.  No  European  restore  or 
scanty  cloth  conceals  any  of  hia  nakedness ;  perhaps  a 
few  dried  leaves,  some  fibres  of  palm-branch,  in  front, 
offer  an  apology  for  more  necessary  corerings :  but  his 
ignorance  of  civilized  requirements  prevents  his  feeling 
any  constraint  in  the  presence  of  a  white  man.  Most 
of  them  wear  flat  circular  grass  hats;  others  in  shape 
not  unlike  a  small  bee-hive,  and  decorated  with  the 
feathers  of  the  green  parrot  or  magnificent  blue  plan- 
tain-eater, together  with  bones  of  snakes,  monkeys, 
dogs,  &c.y  &C. ;  but  if  a  chief,  a  priest,  or  bnyeh-rupi, 
the  all-potent  amulet  of  a  goat's  head  stands  forth  as 
the  frontispiece.  The  flat  hats  are  secured  to  the  hair 
by  a  wooden  skewer. 

On  meeting  a  stranger  it  is  usual  with  them  to 
advance  with  a  sort  of  dancing  motion,  the  long 
wooden  spear  raised  on  high,  as  if  to  be  brought  into 
immediate  use,  conveying  anything  but  a  comfortable 
feeling  to  the  mind  of  the  spectator,  who  cannot  on  a 
first  occasion  divest  himself  of  the  belief  that  the  wild 
ballet  is  the  precursor  to  a  tragedy.     No. sooner,  how- 
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erer,  is  the  spear  depressed,  and  tlie  Trord  "Bubi — 
Mend,"  proDotmced  in  a  geotle  tone,  than  tbe  barba- 
rian offers  his  hand  with  looks  truly  expressire  of  the 
salutation,  "I  am  jouririend;"  and  a  further  acquaint- 
ance vith  the  native  character,  their  singular  lavs,  and 
social  sjstem,  removes  all  prejudice,  and  raises  him 
high  in  estimation. 

In  phjaical  conformation  the  Edeeyah  people  are 
for  the  most  part  well  made  and  muscular,  vith  an 
average  height  of  five  feet  six  inches,  deduced  from 
actual  measurements.  The  lover  extremities  are  par- 
ticularly powerful  and  laigely  developed ;  this  pro- 
bably gives  rise  to  the  appearance  as  if  the  body  were 
unnaturally  long,  and  the  legs  from  the  pelvis  down- 
wards shortened;  the  continual  exercise  on  foot,  as 
well  as  the  habit  of  sitting  in  their  huts  with  the  knees 
drawn  up  to  the  chin,  mnst  tend  to  produce  this  un- 
usual increase.  The  hands  and  feet,  especially  of  the 
females,  are  smaller  than  in  any  African  race  we  have 
seen. 

The  face  of  the  Edeeyah  ia  more  inclined  to  be 
round,  the  cheek-bones  not  so  high,  the  nose  less  ex- 
panded, the  hps  thinner,  and  mouth  better  formed, 
than  in  their  continental  neighbours.  The  skin,  too, 
ia  not  so  black,  it  is  rather  of  an  olive  or  brown  shade; 
the  hair  is  silky  rather  than  woolly;  the  countenance 
is  open,  good  natured,  agreeable,  and  the  eye  expresses 
intelligence. 

How  or  when  they  first  settled  in  this  island  is  not 
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known,  since  we  could  not  discoTOr  that  they  have  any 
traditionary  history,  or  record  of  past  events.  The 
curioos  lavB,  and  aome  parts  of  their  religion,  certainly 
lead  to  the  presumption  of  their  having  had  connexion 
at  a  remote  period  with  a  civilized  people. 

As  far  as  the  language  is  concerned  vre  have  but 
little  assistance,  since  it  bears  so  few  and  slight  affini- 
ties with  any  of  those  at  present  known  of  Western 
Africa,  as  shown  in  the  appendix  on  this  subject  by 
Dr.  J.  0.  Latham.  What  is  more  strange,  is  the  fact, 
according  to  good  authority,  that  two,  if  not  more, 
different  langu^es  are  spoken  on  this  small  island; 
thus  in  Bin-nS-pa,  BSssa-pu,  Bits-sll-ll,  R^-bol-la, 
BSrio-bi-ta,  Bfts-sa-bu,  BS-S-tonos,  Tu-pul-U-pul-Ia, 
that  spoken  is  the  Edeeyah  of  Vocabulary  No.  I.  At 
West  Bay,  Bi-flli-pa,  Ba-rio-bi,  there  is  another  dis- 
tinct one,  while  at  a  town,  name  unknown,  on  the 
south-east  side,  a  peculiar  dialect  obtains,  so  unintel- 
ligible to  those  near  Clarence  Gove,  that  while  barter- 
ing, with  such  as  visit  them  to  purchase  the  earthen 
pots  and  jars  made  there,  the  traffic  is  carried  on 
altogether  by  signs. 

It  is  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  disposi- 
tion and  character  of  this  singular  race ;  and  had  we 
not  ample  opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
them,  we  should  hesitate  to  repeat  the  statements 
made  by  persons  who  have  lived  much  among  them. 
They  are  most  generous  and  hospitable  to  strangers 
in  their  own  rude  way ;  and  wherever  we  visited 
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them,  they  proffered  ua  a  share  of  whatever  food 
they  were  eating.  Humane  and  kindl;  disposed  to 
each  other  in  their  respective  communities,  both  in 
sickness  and  health  ;  willing  to  assist  each  other  in 
difficulties ;  brave,  jet  forbearing,  and  reluctant  to 
spill  the  blood  even  of  an  enemy,  their  battles 
are  not  attended  with  cruelties,  their  religious 
rituals  untainted  by  human  blood;  in  this  afford- 
ing a  notable  difference  over  many  other  Africans, 
where  man  is  made  by  hia  fellows  the  grand  victim  in 
conciliating  the  Juju  or  Fetiche.  Murder  is  unknown 
among  them,  so  much  so,  that  one  of  their  chiefe  re- 
ceived the  cognomen  of  "  cut-throat,"  for  an  attempt 
made  on  one  of  his  subjects  whom  he  discovered 
stealing  from  a  vessel  of  war's  boat  in  1825;  and 
which  affords  also  an  instance  of  their  antipathy  to 
theft.  In  fact,  we'  have  seen  them  exposed  to  such 
temptations  as  few  Africans  could  resist,  and  yet  not 
betray  the  confidence  placed  in  them. 

Neither  foreign  or  domestic  slavery  is  tolerated ; 
indeed,  a  spirit  of  freedom  and  independence  is  dis- 
cernible in  their  looks.  The  Spaniards  were  driven 
off  the  island  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, for  endeavouring  to  entrap  the  people  and  carry 
on  the  slave-trade. 

The  females  are  here  treated  with  greater  con- 
sideration, and  have  less  of  the  hard  labour  which  is 
assigned  to  their  sex  throughout  all  other  parts  of  the 
West  Ooast.    Their  principal  duties  are  cooking  food, 
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preparing  the  psim-oil,  and  traneporting  it  to  market; 
or  if  the  hoBband  is  engaged  in  any  occupation  airaj 
from  his  Tillage,  one  or  more  wiTes  accompany  him  to 
cany  his  food  and  palm-vine.  They  seem  to  be  very 
gentle  and  feminine  in  their  manner,  and  much  at- 
tached to  their  husbands  and  children. 

There  are  about  fifteen  towns  and  riUagea  situated 
at  different  points  of  the  island,  but  none  of  them  are 
built  at  a  greater  elevation  than  3,000  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea.  The  dwellings  in  many  of  them  are 
most  primitive  and  uncomfortable,  being  simply  a 
piece  of  coarse  matting  extended  over  four  upright 
posts,  just  large  enough  to  screen  the  tenants  from  the 
dew,  and  occasionally  rain,  but  open  to  all  the  winds 
of  heaven ;  a  pillow  formed  out  of  a  block  of  palm- 
tree,  or  Bometimea  a  stick  about  four  feet  long,  is  sup- 
ported at  an  elevation  of  about  six  inches,  by  two 
forked  sticks  put  in  the  ground ;  the  advantage  bf  which 
fiiogolar  pillow  is,  that  a  loving  couple  can  each  put 
the  arm  round  the  other's  neck,  by  passing  it  under 
the  stick,  as  was  shewn  ns  by  two  young  girls ;  this, 
and  a  small  earthen  pot  to  boil  yams  is,  being  the 
only  articles  of  furniture  either  useful  or  ornamental 
found  among  them.  The  more  influential  persona 
have  their  domiciles  of  wattled  palm-leaf,  some  even 
plastered  with  mud,  particularly  at  BSnnSpa  and 
BSss&-pu,  which,  being  at  no  great  distance  from  our 
settlement  at  Olaronce  Cove,  bare  probably  been 
imitated  from  those  of  the  settlers.     When  we  romem- 
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ber  the  yariable  climate  of  Fernando  Po,  it  seems  tnilj 
astoniBhing  that  anything  homan  could  exist  under 
the  miBerable  circumstances  in  which  so  manj  of  them 
are  pla<«d ;  and  jet  thej  not  only  enjoy  good  health, 
but  are  robust.  Cutaneous  affections  are  the  most 
common,  especially  a  bad  Tariety  of  the  African 
psora,  also  dracunculns  or  Guinea  worm ;  ferers  occur 
most  frequently  at  the  commencement  of  the  rainy 
season,  but  are  not  often  fatal.  SmEill-pox,  that  great 
enemy  of  mankind,  e^>ecially  the  black  portion, 
sometimes  makes  its  appearance  among  them,  car- 
rying off  immense  numbers ;  nor  has  much  been 
done  to  introduce  the  process  of  raccination  among 
these  hardy  islanders. 

At  the  entrance  of  their  towns  and  villages,  there  ia 
a  hut  for  holding  the  palavers  or  councils  of  each  com- 
munity ;  there  is  also  one  for  the  secret  ceremonies  of 
the  bQyeh-rSpi  or  priest,  and  an  elevated  mound  of 
earth,  from  which  he  utters  his  incantations,  while  the 
people  walk  round  in  procession.  Of  the  number  of 
inhabitants  we  can  only  hazard  a  surmise,  since  no 
authentic  accounts  could  be  procured  on  the  subject 
from  the  natives  themselves.  Judging,  however,  from 
the  known  harems  of  some  of  the  chiefe,  as  also  the 
population  of  some  of  the  sm^er  towns  near  Clarence 
there  must  be  at  least  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thou- 
sand persons  scattered  over  the  island.  This  agrees 
very  much  with  what  we  learned  from  a  liberated 
African,  who  had  been  at  nearly  all  the  towns.     In 
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such  of  them  as  are  settled  near  the  coast,  there  are 
three  diTiaiona  of  labour— hunting,  paim-nut  and  vine 
gathering,  and  fiahiog ;  the  jam  planting  being  com- 
mon vork  for  all  the  tribe. 

Each  town  and  village  has  a  chief,  or  Ert-co-co-nO, 
vhose  authority  dqwnds  on  the  number  of  his  sub- 
jects, paying  merely  a  nominal  deferen<%  to  each  other 
according  to  that  standard. 

The  religion  of  this  strange  people  is  paganism, 
vhile  at  the  same  time  they  believe  in,  and  worship 
as  the  supreme  object  of  their  adoration,  an  imknovm 
Great  Spirit,  whom  they  call  Riipi,  and  whom  they 
assert  to  be  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  world.  The 
intermediate  idols  are  called  the  M5hs;  there  are 
two  officiating  priests  to  each  tribe ;  the  chief 
priest  who  chants  at  the  great  religions  festivals,  or 
BStS-kim-5;  the  other  is  the  gods'-man,  or  BtiySh- 
rupi.  These  parties  possess  unlimited  coniidence ; 
whether  in  health  or  sictnesa,  peace  or  war,  their 
councils  prevail  over  all  others ;  and  whenever  dis- 
putes occur,  the  issnes  depend  more  on  their  influence 
than  that  of  the  head  men  or  chiefe,  to  whom  civil 
matters  are  referred. 

The  MOhs  or  idols  are  rude  wooden  or  earthen 
figures,  mostly  under  the  charge  of  priests,  who  offOT 
to  them  such  portions  of  cooked  venison,  fowls, — if 
white,  80  much  the  better, — gronnd  rat,  and  palm 
wine  or  topi,  as  the  people  bestow  on  their  objects  of 
worship. 
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The  Edeeyah  always  epits  out  the  first  mouthful  of 
whaterer  he  is  driaklDg,  for  the  use  of  the  M5hs. 
Everj  one  carries  about  the  person  sundry  charms  or 
amulets,  supposed  to  protect  &om  evil.  Many  of 
these  are  Tery  curious,  and  may,  in  connexion  with 
other  circumstances,  tend  to  throw  some  light  on  the 
early  source  of  their  religion.  Some  of  the  most 
valued  of  these  are  goats'  heads ;  the  fat  of  sheep  or 
goats  endosed  in  a  piece  of  intestine,  and  fastened 
round  the  neck ;  the  skin  of  a  small  species  of  wild 
cat^  the  Genetta  Sichardsonii,  which  being  scarce  and 
difficult  to  procure,  is  so  much  prized,  that  scarcely 
anything  will  induce  them  to  part  with  one ;  the 
specimen  of  this  animal  we  sent  to  the  British  Museum, 
was  skinned  in  the  most  dexterous  manner  &om  the 
mouth.  It  was  only  obtained  by  accident :  the  man 
in  whose  possession  it  was,  being  intoxicated,  was  per- 
suaded to  part  with  it  for  a  quantity  of  tobacco,  which 
would  have  purchased  half-a-puncheon  of  pahn  oil. 
Another  very  singular  amulet  we  also  got  hold  of  with 
difficulty;  it  was  round  the  neck  of  a  fisherman,  and 
probably  represented  the  uncertainty  of  life  in  his 
occupation,  and  dependence  on  the  Mdhs.  It  was  a 
amaU  model  canoe,  having  inside  of  it  some  minute 
boues  covered  with  clay  ;  it  was  suspended  from  the 
neck,  and  had  connected  with  it  some  heads  of  dogs 
and  monkeys,  as  also  goat's  fat  in  pieces  of  intestine*. 

*  In  Another  ohapter  wb  have  drswa  attentJon  to  many  remarkabls 
coincidences  exiatingbetwean  the  religious  obaervancM  of  the  differeiit 
tribes  of  We«tem  AMca  and  the  Ancient  Egyptians. 
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The  principal  religious  festiTal  of  the  year  is  just 
before  the  planting  of  the  jam,  at  vhich  seaaoii  each 
Tillage  makes  up  a  large  hunting  party,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  capturing  deer,  monkeys,  ground  rats,  and 
buffaloes  ;  the  latter  are  reported  to  be  wild,  scarce, 
and  only  procurable  at  a  considerable  eleratioD  ;  they 
call  it  Bush  beef,  or  £n-co-pu ;  the  colour  of  skin  is 
said  to  be  mostly  black  above,  and  vhite  beneath. 

All  the  products  of  the  chase  are  devoted  to  this 
feast  or  offering  to  the — alas  I  avfiil  truth — unknown 
God,  Rupi;  portions  of  the  meat  are  first  presented  to 
this  great  spirit,  through  the  mediation  of  the  M6hs, 
or  idols,  after  vhich  the  assembled  multitude,  partake 
to  repletion  of  the  animal  food,  combining  with  it 
abundant  libations  of  palm-vine,  or  topL  They 
believe  by  this,  the  deities  are  conciliated  and  a  good 
yam  season  ensured. 

On  the  death  of  any  member  of  a  tribe,  lamentation 
is  made  for  seven  suns,  or  one  veek.  The  body  of  the 
deceased  is  first  shaved,  then  covered  all  over  with 
white  clay,  and  buried  the  day  of  his  demise.  A  hole 
is  dug,  just  large  enough  to  receive  the  body  placed  on 
the  side,  with  the  legs  doubled  up  in  a  sitting  posture ; 
and  the  head  laid  towards  the  high  mountain  called 
Clarence  Peak. 

The  whole  term  of  mourning  ia  a  month,  or 
twenty-^igbt  suns,  daring  which  the  relatires  assemble 
together  in  one  place,  where  they  eat  and  drink,  but 
as  they  then  use  the  topi  in  a  more  fermented  state, 
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or  Bpirituons  liqaora  if  they  can  be  obtained;  it  is 
geoerally  rather  a  season  of  quiet  rejoicing  than  of 
sorrowing.  At  the  end  of  the  month,  foor  of  the  sons, 
if  the  party  may  have  had  such  family,  otherwise,  the 
four  nearest  male  relatives,  are  obliged  to  go  oat  hunt- 
ing for  the  ground  pig,  a  large  description  of  Echimyna 
— the  Aulacodua  Pomsis, — a  favourite  food  of  the 
Edeeyahs,  which  when  cooked,  is  partaken  of  by  those 
only  who  were  engaged  in  the  hunt;  after  which  some 
of  it  with  yam  and  palm-wine,  are  phu^d  over  the 
grave  for  the  supposed  use  of  the  dead. 

One  of  the  most  unfortunate  accidents  that  can 
happen,  in  their  opinion,  is  to  toudi  the  foot  of  a 
deceased  person;  they  say  it  is  certain  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  death  of  the  unlucky  individual,  and 
perhaps  under  the  continued  influence  of  religious 
fear,  hrought  on  by  such  an  occurrence,  it  may  be 
indeed  realized.  All  their  rude  ornaments  are  buried 
with  them. 

The  money,  a  sort  of  small  limpet,  {Potato,)  with 
a  hole  drilled  through  it,  and  made  up  into  strings,  as 
also  the  yams  or  other  property,  is  divided  equally 
among  the  children,  if  there  are  any,  if  not,  among  the 
nearest  relatives. 

They  believe  in  the  immortality  of  the  souls  of  the 
good,  and  that  evil  spirits*  can  afflict  them  both 
here  and  hereafter,  so  that  one  great  province  of  the 


*  Hfih-wlUft-bl  is  the  expretuon  both  for  devil*  and  their  hell  or 
bad  pl&ce. 
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priest  or  Bu;3i-rQp1,  is  to  grant  chantiH  which  may 
have  the  pover  of  keeping  away  this  dreaded  in- 
fluence. 

The  aystem  of  betrothal  obserred  among  Eastern 
nations  here  obtains  in  the  case  of  the  first  wife.  It 
must  continue  at  least  for  two  years,  during  which  time 
the  aspirant  to  Edeeyah  beauty  is  obliged  to  perform 
such  labour  as  would  otherwise  &11  to  the  lot  of  his 
intended  wife;  carrying  the  pahn-oil  to  the  market, 
water  for  household  purposes,  planting  yams,  Sk.,  thus 
realizing  in  part,  Jacob's  serritude  for  his  loved  Rachel, 
*'  And  they  seemed  but  a  few  days,  for  the  lore  he  had 
to  her."  The  girl  is  kept  in  a  hut,  concealed  from 
pablic  gaze  as  much  as  possible.  The  courtship  or 
betrothal  commences  usually  at  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years  of  age,  but  connexion  is  not  permitted  until  the 
conclusion  of  the  two  years,  and  should  frail  nature 
yield  before  the  specified  time,  the  ofience  is  treated 
as  seduction,  the  youth  severely  punished,  as  well  as 
heavy  fines  exacted  from  his  relatives ;  indeed  to  seduce 
an  Edeeyah  is  one  of  the  greatest  crimes  against  theur 
social  system. 

The  period  of  betrothal  having  expired,  the  girl  is  still 
further  detained  in  the  hut  until  there  are  unequivocal 
symptoms  of  her  becoming  a  parent,  which  &iling,  the 
term  is  prolonged  until  eighteen  months.  Oo  her  first 
appearance  in  public  as  a  married  woman,  she  is 
surrounded  by  all  the  young  maidens  of  the  tribe, 
who  dance  and  sing  round  her,  and  a  feast  is  held 
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by  the  friendfl  and  relatiTes.  The  probationary 
system  of  betrothal  is  only  observed  for  the  first  vife, 
who  keeps  all  the  others  in  order,  polygamy  being 
uniyersally  permitted;  the  number  of  wives  here  as 
elsewhere  in  Afirica  depending  very  much  on  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  party.  Some  of  the  chiefs  hare 
upwards  of  one  hundred  wires  and  concubines. 
Bullok^,  the  soH^illed  Kincf  of  BSrio-batah,  a  town 
seven  or  eight  miles  from  Clarence,  is  said  to  have 
upwards  of  two  hundred.  Females  are  evidently,  from 
whatever  cause,  more  numerous  than  the  other 
sex. 

Adultery  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most  serious 
offences,  as  the  penalty  indicates;  for  the  first  trans- 
gression both  parties  are  punished  with  the  loss  of  a 
band;  in  the  case  of  a  man,  however,  he  cannot  forfeit 
the  other  hand,  the  punishment  for  a  repetition  of  the 
offence,  being  severe  chastisement  and  heavy  fines 
extended  even  to  the  property  of  the  relatives.  The 
woman  loses  the  remaining  hand  for  a  second  act  of 
adultery,  and  banishment  from  the  tribe.  These 
unfortunate  creatures  take  refuge  with  the  Krumen  at 
Clarence,  but  they  always  feel  deeply  the  exclusion 
from  their  native  town,  regarding  it  as  a  far  greater 
loss  than  the  deprivation  of  their  hands.  The  ampu- 
tation is  performed  with  a  common  knife  and  is  done 
at  the  wrist  joint;  after  the  operation,  a  strong  vege- 
table astringent  is  applied,  which  is  said  to  restrain 
the  hzemorrhage  perfectly.     Clay  is  put  over  all,  and 
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the  arm  held  npright  bj  a  relay  of  fneods.  The 
bodj  is  veil  covered  over  with  claj  and  palm-oil  to 
keep  the  patient  as  ■wtam  as  possible.  We  examined 
some  of  the  stamps  of  these  onhappj  offenders  against 
the  Edeejah  moral  code,  and  thej  seemed  to  have 
been  as  well  done,  as  if  under  the  care  of  an  accom- 
plished Ekiglifih  Burgeon. 

In  their  military  arrangements  thej  are  no  less 
sagacious  and  prudent  than  in  their  civil  governance. 
Every  one  above  the  age  of  fifteen  is  liable  to  take 
part  in  their  ware.  They  are  all  exercised  with  a 
precision  which  astonishes  a  European.  Forming 
into  sections,  and  marching  in  regular  order,  armed 
with  long  wooden  spears,  slings,  and  a  few  with 
muskets ;  the  BuySh-rQpI  and  Bot4  KIm-8,  or 
chanting-priest,  often  taking  the  lead,  and  apparently 
directing  in  a  sort  of  singing  tone,  the  evolutions  to 
be  performed.  The  wars  usually  result  from  some 
aggressions,  perhaps  trifling,  between  certain  towns, 
mostly  those  at  a  distance;  but  they  almost  always 
end  without  loss  of  life.  Perhaps  a  few  may  receive 
painful  spear  wounds — the  kind-heated  Edeeyah  being 
reluctant  to  take  a  fellow  creature's  life — and  then 
they  come  to  an  amicable  arrangement. 

They  are  remarkably  expert  in  the  management  of 
the  spear  and  sling,  and  scarcely  any  animal^  however 
small,  can  escape  them  at  a  moderate  distance. 

Such  as  have  fire-arms  are  very  proud  of  them,  and 
soon  become  first-rate  shots,  using  them  principally 
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agaioBt  monkeys  and  the  large  antelope  or  golden 
roode  bob.  Thej  station  themselves  near  brooks  or 
certtun  trees  There  these  aoimals  are  likelj  to  come, 
and  imitate  so  faithfully  the  sereral  cries,  that  these 
cautions  inhabitants  of  the  forest  are  enticed  to 
vithin  a  fev  paces  of  the  spot  where  the  sportsman 
stands  prepared  to  salute  them  vith  the  deadly  dis- 
charge; for  it  is  a  rule  among  them, — powder  and 
shot  being  both  so  scarce, — nerer  to  fire  unless  they 
are  quite  certain  of  securing  the  object. 

The  usual  occupations  of  the  people  are  hunting, 
fishing  and  procuring  the  palm-nut,  each  of  which  is 
followed  by  separate  persons  in  the  town  or  village ; 
but  during  the  time  of  planting  the  yam,  all  are  very 
industriously  employed.  This  takes  place  before  the 
conclusion  of  the  rains  in  November,  and  as  the 
nnderwood  grows  so  rapidly,  it  is  a  work  of  labour  to 
get  the  grounds  properly  cleared.  The  yam  and  com 
plantations  are  kept  in  excellent  order,  and  the  twin- 
ing foliage  of  the  former  being  supported  on  upri^t 
canes,  gives  something  the  appearance  of  a  hop-field 
in  the  commencement  of  the  season.  The  yams  of 
Fernando  Fo  are  justly  considered  the  finest  in  the 
world,  being  very  farinaceous,  tmd  when  well  cooked, 
mealy  like  good  potatoes. 

The  natives  have  several  methods  of  catching  fish, 
which  abound  all  round  the  island. 

One  of  the  most  plentiful  is  a  species  of  clupaea, 
resembling  in  size  and  appearance  our  English  sprat. 
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tliese  they  obtain  'with  the  seine ;  bnt  their  farourite 
sport  is  trolling  for  bonettas,  which  are  here  large  and 
■weU-flavoored. 

These  fish  usually  frequent  the  bays  morning  and 
erening,  to  procure  a  meal  off  the  tiny  clapsa;  this, 
therefore,  is  used  alive  as  the  bait,  one  person  in  each 
canoe  being  employed  with  a  small  line  and  hook  to 
take  tliese  lesser  fry,  while  the  others  stand  up  and 
with  a  long  cane  and  line  keep  the  tempting  prey 
Bickering  about  on  the  surfare  of  the  water,  where  it 
soon  attracte  the  hungry  bonetta,  who  in  his  turn  falla 
into  the  trap  of  the  wary  fisherman.  It  is  an  excit- 
ing recreation,  and  some  of  the  officers  were  very  fond 
of  it,  especially  as  enabling  them  to  indulge  in  a  luxury 
which  though  so  plentiful,  is  difficult  to  be  obtained; 
what  the  Edeeyahfi  do  not  require  for  their  own  tribe 
can  only  be  purchased  by  tobacco,  and  they  would  very 
often  refuse  half  a  dollar  for  a  fish  which  five  ch*  six 
leares  of  the  fayourite  weed  would  hare  procured. 

The  canoes  are  long,  rather  fiat-bottomed;  sharp- 
pointed  forward,  but  square  aft,  where  the  steersman 
Bits;  he  is  usually  a  person  of  some  importance,  and 
has  the  hair  done  up  behind  into  a  mass  of  red  clay, 
BO  large  and  weighty  that  it  is  impossible  to  look  at 
him  in  the  frail  bark,  without  feeling  that  the  leaat 
motion  in  a  wrong  direction  would  OTertum  him,  and 
down  he  would  go  like  a  stone ;  swimming  being  an 
art  almost  unknown  among  them.  The  sail  is  made 
of  grass  fibre.     On  tbe  top  of  the  light  cane  used  as 
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a  mast,  there  is  alwajs  suBpeaded  a  bunch  of  grass 
encLosing  some  chann  against  danger  and  bad  luck. 

Land  crabs  are  very  common  round  the  edges  of 
the  bays,  and  form  at  certain  seasons  a  large  and 
much  relished  portion  of  the  food  of  those  vho  live 
near  the  sea.  These  active  little  crustacese  scarcely 
moTe  out  of  their  holes  in  the  dry  sand,  during  the 
daytime,  but  at  ni^t  they  ran  about  on  the  beach  in 
immense  numbers;  the  natives  then  sally  out  with 
torches  of  resinous  vood,  the  light  of  vhich  allures 
them,  and  they  are  easUy  taken.  One  evening,  vhile 
at  West  Bay,  the  shore  looked  as  if  illuminated,  by 
ihe  number  of  flambeaux  vhich  flitted  about  in  aH 
directions. 

One  strange  peculiarity  in  the  Edeeyah  tribes,  is  the 
inclination  they  feel  to  vork,  hunt,  or  dance,  in 
□nison  ;  thus,  whenever  it  is  necessary  to  get  tbem  to 
labour,  all  the  males  of  the  village  or  town  must  be 
employed ;  in  this  way  an  immense  deal  is  accom- 
plished in  a  few  days.  Mr.  Scott,  a  coloured  person, 
who  generally  superintended  their  operations  at 
Clarence,  informed  us,  they  could  move  the  largest 
trees,  and  transport  them,  without  difficulty,  merely 
by  the  habit  they  have  acquired  of  using  their  strength 
together ;  so  that  when  the  same  nnmber  of  other 
negroes  would  be  pulling  away  one  against  another, 
withont  much  effect, — the  Edeeyahs  are  enabled  to 
carry  enormous  weights.  They  are,  however,  very 
uncertain  and  capricious,    seldom    continuing  many 
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days  consecntiTely  at  any  work  ;  and  should  the 
Biij&b-riiplf  take  it  into  hia  head  that  the  Mohs  or 
idols  are  nupropitioTis,  the  vhole  tribe  vould  valk 
off  without  further  notice ;  but  while  engaged,  they 
get  through  a  great  deal  of  vork,  either  in  clearing 
the  gronnd  or  remoTing  timber.  E^h  man  has  vlth 
him  his  foroorite  wife,  vho  carries  his  food  for  the 
day;  and  they  all  come  armed  as  if  for  a  fight,  in- 
stead of  to  peaceful  occupations.  The  vages  are  paid 
in  tobacco  and  apirits,  and  very  little  sufiices. 

We  were  suddenly  startled  one  morning  at  Clarence, 
by  hearing  a  alov,  Bonorous  chant,  performed  as  it 
were  by  one  roice  of  immense  power,  which  struck  on 
the  ear  with  the  most  singular  effect. 

On  looking  in  the  direction  of  the  sound,  we  ob- 
served about  200  Edeeyahs  or  Bubis,  armed  with 
spears,  marching  ronnd  in  a  large  open  space  near 
Mr.  Scott's  house ;  first  moring  in  single  and  double 
file,  then  forming  into  sections  with  tolerable  regu- 
larity ;  while  at  the  head  stalked  the  Bdt&-Kim-o,  or 
chanting  priest,  rociferating  from  time  to  time  a  few 
sentences,  with  the  accompanying  noise  of  a  wooden 
rattle  (vide  African  musical  instruments),  on  which 
all  present  took  up  the  diige  or  incantation.  Nothing 
co\ild  exceed  the  exact  unison  in  which  they  joined ; 
it  seemed  truly  as  if  one  person  with  stentorian  lungs 
was  enacting  this  extraordinary  ceremony. 

We  concluded  they  were  meditating  an  attack  on 
the  well-fiUed  tobacco  and  nun  casks  in  the  adjacent 
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Store;  bat  in  a  short  time  thej  all  suddenly  and 
quietly  separated,  moving  off  to  a  place  -where  some 
Tork  vas  to  be  executed  by  them. 

It  seema,  that  they  never  commence  any  undertak- 
ing either  of  pleasure  or  business,  tnthout  invoking 
their  HShs  or  idols,  and  the  c^emony  ve  witnessed, 
vas  for  that  purpose. 

The  palm-nut  and  topi-gatherers  are  a  separate 
class,  who  live  almost  entirely  by  this  avocation ;  the 
products  of  which  are  exchanged  for  necessary  articles 
of  food,  game,  or  fish.  They  ascend  the  trees  by 
passing  a  hoop  round,  in  which  they  insert  the  body, 
and  leaniDg  back  in  it,  they  draw  up  the  feet  one 
after  the  other,  until  about  fourteen  indies  or  more  is 
gained;  the  rough  bark  of  the  palm  prevents  their 
slipping,  and  the  hoop  is  jerked  a  little  higher,  and  so 
on  until  the  top  is  reached ;  they  become  so  expert  by 
practice^  that  they  mount  np  with  great  rapidity.  Most 
of  them  suffer  from  excoriations  and  ulcers  about  the 
legs,  by  rubbing  against  the  roug^  palm-bark ;  and 
sometimes  they  meet  with  very  disagreeable  occupants 
at  tiie  summit,  in  the  shape  of  snakes,  who  there 
betake  themselves  for  the  insects  and  smaller  birds 
which  frequent  t^e  feathery  branches. 

The  BtiySh-rdpis  also  officiate  as  medical  advisers. 
They  use  several  plants,  chiefly  as  external  applica* 
tions.  A  favourite  remedy  is  anointing  the  body  all 
over  with  palm-oil  and  clay,  and  making  the  patient 
sit  near  a  fire.     They  apply  the  leaves  of  a  small 
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herbaceoos  plant,  either  a  Plumbago  or  Salvadora,  to 
produce  blisters,  and  it  acta  with  rapicUtj  and  vio- 
lence ;  nothing  is,  hoverer,  conddered  so  efficacious  as 
the  mediation  of  the  priest. 

Aa  it  was  desirable  to  be  readj  for  any  emergencj, 
whether  for  going  np  the  river  or  for  returning  to 
England,  shoold  orders  arrive  from  Qovemmeut  for 
Ute  abandonment  of  the  .enteiprize;  and  thej  were 
most  anxiously  looked  for, — every  heavy  and  bulky 
article  which  couJd  be  spared  vas  landed,  with  the 
view  of  listening  the  vesBels,  and  enabling  them  to 
take  in  as  mnch  coal  as  possible;  and  the'  Wilberforce' 
was  laid  on  the  beach  for  the  purpose  of  cleariog  the 
bottom,  which  was  found  to  be  very  fooL 

The  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Littlehalea  in  the '  Dolphin* 
gave  an  opportunity  of  showing  our  gratitude  to  that 
kind  officer  for  his  great  humanity  to  our  sick 
men. 

WedaeadajftAprU  \Zih. — H.M. steam-vessel  'Driver,' 
on  her  way  to  China,  arrived,  bringing  no  instnictions 
from  Govenuuent.  Some  newspapers,  however,  con- 
tained a  speech  made  by  Lord  Stanley  on  the  5th 
March  in  the  House  of  Goomions,  in  which  be  stated, 
that  "  Her  Majesty's  Government  did  not  feel  them- 
selves justified,  even  for  the  important  purposes  for 
which  it  was  thought  right  to  dispatch  the  last  Expe- 
dition, to  run  the  risk  of  sacrificing  the  health  and 
lives  of  more  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  by  repeating 
the  attempt  So  far  then  as  white  men  were  con- 
P  2 
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cerned,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Goremment  to  renew  the  Expedition  to  the  Niger," 

This  intelligence  had  the  effect  of  determining  Cap- 
tain AUen  to  delaj  his  proposed-  ascent,  in  the  hope 
of  being  r^eyed  from  reBponsibility  hy  instructions 
from  England ;  and  the  arrival  of  H.M.  Brig  '  Rapid,' 
on  her  way  to  the  Bight  of  Benin,  gave  an  opportunity 
of  inquiring  into  the  nunoux  of  the  attack  of  the  Model 
Farm  and  the  death  of  Mr.  Carr,  both  of  which  objects 
Lieutenant  Earle  kindly  undertook. 

While  the  'Driver'  was  lying  in  the  bay,  taking  in 
fuel,  some  of  the  officers  being  very  anxious  to  witness 
the  Edeeyah  method  of  hunting,  we  made  an  arrange- 
ment with  our  friend  the  Chief  of  BannSpa  to  assemble 
his  people;  which  he  did  on  the  16th.  However,  only 
Mr.  Phayre  and  another  would  venture,  some  one 
having  hinted  at  the  possibility  of  jungle  fever  and 
other  perils.  We  started  off  to  the  place  of  rendezvous 
about  three  miles  from  Clarence,  and  there  found  our 
Edeeyah  allies  congregated  to  the  number  of  two  hun- 
dred- The  place  selected  for  the  scene  of  the  day's 
amusement  was  beautifully  picturesque  and  diversified 
and  we  only  required  a  more  favourable  state  of  the 
weather  to  have  enjoyed  it  more  fully.  The  unclothed 
and  clay-bedaubed  natives  were  lying  about  in  Uttle 
groups,  smoking  with  evident  ffusio  the  much-prized 
tobacco,  and  speculating  on  the  success  of  the  day. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  they  commenced  fastening  a 
large  net  made  of  cocoa-nut  or  palm  fibre  to  the  sur- 
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rounding  trees ;  to  vhich  point  it  v&a  intended  to  diive 
the  game.  The  BotS-Kim-S  haTing  kindled  a  fire,  bel' 
loired  forth  hia  incantations  to  the  great  spirit  Rupi, 
first  in  a  slow,  eaay  tone;  by  degrees  he  got  more 
excited,  caUing  out  loadlj  for  the  assistance  of  the 
deity,  and  occasionally  vith  npliftcd  spear  performing 
sundry  uncouth  gesticnlations,  while  his  nnmerons  com- 
panions joined  their  voices  in  rude  chorus.  The  whole 
scene  was  indeed  terj  wild  and  striking ;  nor  did  it 
lose  any  of  its  interest  from  being  enacted  beneath  the 
lolly  bombax  and  graceful  palm-trees  by  which  we  were 
surrounded.  The  features  of  the  chanting  priest  be- 
cune  contorted,  his  body  covered  with  perspiration 
from  his  exertions,  and  he  looked  like  a  person  ont  of 
his  senses.  How  far  this  religious  excitement  might 
have  carried  him  we  know  not :  fortunately  for  ns,  who 
had  ventured  so  &r  to  see  the  chase,  the  spirit  Rupi 
was  at  last  propitiated,  and  in  an  instant  all  rushed  to 
a  small  tree  with  a  somewhat  broad  lea^  which  they 
plucked,  and  began  rubbing  between  the  hands ;  placing 
a  little  branch  in  their  armlets,  and  also  in  the  button- 
holes of  our  shooting  coata;  tiiis  the  interpreter  in- 
formed us  was  to  be  a  token  of  compact  between  all 
parties,  that  if  any  then  present  should  be  killed  or 
wounded  by  spear  or  gun,  it  was  to  be  considered  the 
result  of  accident,  not  design,  and  as  such  should  pass 
without  retaliation. 

The  natives  then  spread  out  into  two  long  line^ 
direiging  to  the  right  and  h%  from  the  spot  where 
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the  net  bad  been  arranged,  taking  care  to  put  us  out 
of  hann's  vay  as  much  as  possible,  at  the  narroT 
pathvajs  on  the  oatskirts,  There  the  larger  deer  vere 
expected  to  break  through.  All  the  party  then  began 
to  beat  the  bushes.  The  noise  and  hubbub  on  everj 
side  was  deafening,  especially  as  the  startled  game 
bounded  forth  from  their  hiding  places,  when  apears 
and  sticks  -were  thrown  in  all  directions  at  the 
frightened  creatures,  wh<^  if  they  escaped  these  dan- 
gers, ran  down  between  the  lines  and  were  captured  at 
the  net  This  uproarious  chase  had  not  lasted  more 
than  half  an  hour  when,  much  to  our  regret,  it  was 
put  an  end  to  by  the  approach  of  a  very  heavy  tor- 
nado, from  which  we  were  but  too  thankfid  to  take 
refuge  in  the  town,  not,  howerer,  without  getting  a 
good  wetting,  which  our  dark-skinned  companions 
seemed  to  be  as  anxious  to  avoid  as  ourselyes. 

We  were  much  pleased  with  the  kindly  aniiety  of 
the  Edeeyahs  to  prevent  our  being  injured,  while  they 
were  moat  desirous  to  show  us  all  the  amusement 
The  chief  and  his  headmen  received  a  present  of  some 
pounds  of  tobacco,  with  which  they  were  well  satisfied. 
They  only  captured  a  few  bush  rats,  Criodomya  po- 
ensis,  some  porcupines,  Atherwce  AfricancB,  and  two 
black-rumped  guevis,  Cephalophm  meltmotus,  a  smaU 
description  of  antelope;  but  to  make  up  for  ^lis 
the  natives  brought  us  alive  the  proceeds  of  another 
and  more  successful  hunt  some  days  after,  in  which  we 
gladly  recognised  two  frplenctid  specimens  of  antelope. 
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The  Cephahphorua  Ogilbyii;  of  a  rich  goldeo  brown, 
somewhat  paler  on  die  bcUj;  the  face,  ears,  and  back 
of  neck  clothed  with  black  hairs,  which  become  more 
rigid  and  numerous  along  the  back.  The  horns  are 
short  and  conical,  about  two  inches  long,  marked  with 
five  or  six  irregular  transrerse  ridges.  These,  the  first 
two  perfect  specunens  sent  to  England,  were  forwarded 
to  the  collections  at  the  British  Mnaeom  and  Zoolo- 
gical Society  of  London. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Hr.  Jamttson's  Mttlement  at  BaBsa-pa— Hr.  Beecrofti'a  knowledge  of 
the  natlTe  ehanetor — Gigantic  trees — Botanical  lemarka — Monkeys 
— Sqainels— Birds — Tlie  qtiny-tailed  flying  squirrel — The  laige 
blue  plants-eater— Siiii-birdg~l4trge  snakes — The  nuunii  watp~ 
Knimen  catching  a  turtle— New  moon  dances  of  tha  Afiicons — 
Bimbia— King  William-— Odd  costume  of  that  chief— His  vives— 
Tribute  p(ud  ia  slares — Royal  diepleasure — Araricions  demands — 
Fondness  for  strong  liquors — King  William's  conseqnene*— Uon- 
doleh — Yellow  Nako,  the  Lord  of  the  Isles — Voradty  of  the  blue 
shark — Peculiar  structures  about  the  head — Supposed  usee. 

MB88E8.  ROBOHBE  AND  THOMSON  TTCIlt  OTCF  tO  Mr. 
JamieBon's  aettlement,  Shark  River,  near  Bassa-pn, 
which  thej  reached  vith  some  difficult j,  having  adven- 
tured  themselTes  in  a  crazj  vessel,  irhich  had  been 
a  racing  galley  in  times  past,  bat  vas  nov  so  split 
and  disabled  bj  tropical  suns,  that  it  required  one 
man  constanttj  baling  to  keep  her  afioat ;  to  add  to 
their  disagreeables,  some  of  the  negroes  vere  refrao- 
toiy,  and,  regardless  of  a  heavy  svell  which  was 
setting  in,  would  just  paddle  as  they  thought  proper. 

The  place  selected  by  Mr.  Beecroft  for  the  settle- 
ment is  most  judiciously  chosen  on  a  small  promoo- 
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tory,  fiiUj  exposed  to  all  the  benefit  of  the  sea-air, 
and,  moreoTer,  the  dense  bnishwcod  which  springs  up 
80  luxuriantly  at  most  other  puts  of  the  island  is 
here  vanling;  fine  forest  trees  abonnc},  hut  from  some 
pecnliarit;,  the  soil  is  dry,  and  there  ia  no  tendency 
to  the  regetation  just  spoken  of.  From  all  that  was 
learned,  it  appeared  to  be  a  rery  healthy  locality,  and 
few  who  hare  redded  at  it  have  suffered  from  dan- 
gerous fevers.  Mr.  B.  received  them  with  Ms  usoal 
truly  English  frankness,  aided  in  all  their  inqui- 
ries, and  enabled  them  to  pass  a  sojourn  of  five  days 
most  agreeably,  under  his  hospitable  roof.  There  is  a 
store  attached  to  the  place  for  the  purpose  of  traffick- 
ing with  the  natives  for  palm-oil,  and  Mr.  Jamieson's 
ships  generally  touch  here  to  fill  up  any  deficiencies 
of  cargo  or  provisions  that  may  be  required. 

The  natives  of  Bassa-pu,  the  adjoining  village,  are 
like  the  rest  of  their  cotmtrymen,  very  harmless  and 
good-natured,  but  nov  and  then  they  are  obliged  to 
have  a  war  palaver  vith  some  distant  town,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  seduction  of  a  female,  or  some  petty 
quarrel ;  but  although  they  are  all  well  trained  in 
their  military  evolutions,  the  nature  of  the  country 
does  not  admit  of  an  open  engagement,  so  that  the 
offensive  is  a>nfined  to  certain  strategies  by  which 
they  get  near  enough  sometimes  to  inflict  a  spear 
wound  or  two,  and  perhaps  in  their  retreat  bear  off 
with  them  slight  scratches  "  a  posteriori"  to  show  that 
they  prefer  running  away  rather  than  deadly  combat. 
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Tbej  are  greatly  attached  to  Englishiiieii,  and  have 
ever  shown  the  most  firiendly  feeling  to  the  vhite 
residents,  vhose  opinirai  thej  regard  as  lav.  Fortu- 
nately Mr.  Beeonft  unites  with  his  kindlineaa  of  dia- 
poaition,  a  thoroogh  knowledge  of  the  native  character 
here  and  all  over  the  coast,  ao  that  thej  respect  him 
very  much.  The  timher  in  the  nei^ibonrhood  is 
remarkably  fine,  being  different  species  of  iron-wood, 
red-wood,  AMcan  oak,  and  many  sorts  of  fine  woods 
unknown  as  yet  by  their  botanical  characters,  but 
producing  ezcdknt  timber.  The  Sombaoece  are 
the  largest  in  Africa,  some  of  them  being  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  from  the  base  to  the  first 
branch,  while  Uie  buttresses  by  whidi  these  immense 
trees  are  supported  often  occupy  a  circumference  of 
fifty  or  sixty  feet  They  are  truly  the  giants  of  African 
forests;  the  wood  being  very  soft  and  buoyant^  is 
suitable  fer  canoes,  but  scarcely  for  any  other  purpose. 
Most  of  them  have  in  the  dry  seasons  festoons  of 
beautiM  paraidtic  plants  pendant  from  the  branches,  or 
convolruli  twining  gracefully  round  the  trunks.  The 
trees  most  prized  by  &e  natives,  are  the  palm  and  goora 
or  StercuUa*,  apparently  a  different  species  to  that 
found  on  the  mainland.  The  former,  besides  affording 
a  refreshing  drink — topi,  or  palm-wine— yields  t^e 
oil  which  adds  zest  to  their  simple  cookery,  and  pro- 
cures them  in  barter  the  luxuries  of  tobacco  and  mm; 


*  Dr.  HiomBon  obtained  an  extremely  bitter  alkaloid  prindplo 
bom  the  iteTcuIia,  which  he  designated  Sterculiue. 
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vhile  the  seed  of  the  latter,  fumishea  an  agreeable 
tonic  bitter,  and  in  the  haoda  of  the  Bii  jSh-rilpI  works 
Tonders  as  a  medidne.  Some  of  the  straighter  branchea 
of  the  joong  Tespeaia  or  red-vood  are  used  as  spean. 

Among  the  nnmerouB  objects  of  botanical  interest 
TO  noticed  a  species  of  ebony  or  Dtfospyros;  a  dark- 
colored  wood  like  mahogany,  either  a  Stvietmia  or 
TrichiUa:  a  fine  tree  said  to  prodace  good  timber, 
either  Myrobolaaius  or  Terminalia;  a  climbing  shrobby 
Cissua,  with  pulpy  berries;  a  small  shrub  with  alter- 
nate simple  leaves,  apparently  a  Unona;  a  Capparis,  a 
spiny  herbaceous  shrab  with  alternate  leaves;  one 
small  shrubby  J^fturouWiona;  i%on(£af,  a  moderate-sized 
tree,  alternate  leared,  with  a  resinous  bark ;  the  fruit, 
a  sort  of  yellow  plum,  was  acerb  and  disagreeable  ; 
a  herb  with  simple  opposite  leaves,  something  like 
a  Lataaonia;  a  species  of  Ackyranthea,  a  branched 
shrub  with  opposite  leaves;  and,  lastly,  a  herba- 
ceous plant,  simple  leaved,  either  a  Flmnhaffo  or 
Salvadora,  used  by  the  natives  to  excite  vesication, 
which  it  does  in  a  very  short  space  of  time. 

Mr.  Thomson's  object  was  to  obtain  as  many  speci- 
mens as  possible  of  the  animals  and  birds,  and  he 
fortunately  succeeded  in  procuring  some  new  species, 
and  many  of  those  already  known,  but  imperfectly 
described  from  furriers'  skins. 

Among  these  were  the  red  and  black  colobus, 
Coiobug  rvfoniger;  the  black  colobus,  Golobus  aaianaa, 
called  by  the  Edeeyahs,  Mu-cho;  Burnett's  mona, 
CercopUhecus  Bvraettii;  the  red-eared  monkey,  Cerco~ 
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pitheetteertfthrotiSjii&tive  name  Mo-bab,  a  rerj  curioiiBlj 
marked  animal,  the  ears  and  greater  part  of  the  tail 
being  dustj  red;  the  bocheur,  Gercopithecus  nidi' 
tans*;  the  black  galago,  Gfalago  AUeni:  Eicbardaon's 
gennet,  Qenetta  Richardsoni,  native  name  Chipab ;  the 
golden  roode  bok,  Gephaiophua  O^ilbyi,  native  name 
Cho-ob ;  the  black-romped  gaevi,  CepkcUophua  mela- 
notua,  native  name  Se-cbi  Of  Sciuritue  several 
interesting  varieties :  the  red-cheeked  aquiirel,  Sciums 
eryikrogenya,  native  name  Buso-pi;  the  red-anned 
sqnirrel,  Sciurua  rufdbrachiian;  Stanger'a  Bquirre!, 
Sciurua  St<mgeri;  the  red-forked  aqiurrel,  Sciurua 
poensia;  and  the  spinj-tailed  flying  aquirrel  Pteromya 
derbiemva,  native  name  Iba-he;  these  latter  abound  in 
the  woods  at  Bassa-po,  thej  only  more  oat  of  their 
resting-places  about  sunset,  and  as  thej  shoot  across 
from  tree  to  tree,  tbej  expand  the  membranons  portion 
that  fringes  each  ude  between  the  upper  and  lower 
extremities,  which  gives  a  curious  efiect  to  their  flight. 
A  tnfted  porcupine,  AthenirOf  was  apparently  a  new 
spedes.  This  and  the  bush-pig,  Gricetomya  poenaia, 
are  favourite  articles  of  food  among  the  Edeeyahs, 


"  We  had  ayonng  one  of  this  «t>«cie8aboat  four  mDnOu  old,  which 
became  so  attached,  that,  if  left  aloue,  it  woald  throw  itself  down,  and 
beat  its  head  violently  against  the  ground,  testifying  the  deepeet  grie£ 
It  waa  veiy  tame  and  interesting  in  its  habits.  One  day  it  itbb 
neoeesaiy  to  leave  the  little  creature,  which  aa  naual  displayed  touch 
sorrow  at  bdng  deserted,  throwing  itself  on  the  floor,  and  uttaring 
the  most  pl^ntive  cries.  On  our  return  two  hours  afterwards,  the 
little  bocheur  was  found  dead,  with  the  hands  finoly  prcwed  over  the 
•yes,  as  if  it  had  expired  in  a  paroxysm  of  grief. 
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The  Maud  abounds  in  rare  birds,  and  some  of  re- 
markable fine  plumage.  The  large  tooraco,  Scizorhis 
gigaatea — the  prince  of  plantain-eaters— as  large 
as  a  pheasant,  plumed  in  different  shades  of  rich 
metallic  blae,  jellov,  rufoas,  and  black,  the  head 
surmounted  -with  a  ali^tlj  raised  crest  In  the 
evening  these  birds  make  a  loud  noise  like  tu-ca, 
tu-ca,  which  resounds  through  the  still  woods.  They 
are  difficult  of  approach.  The  white-backed  crow, 
Gorvus  leuconotuSf  an  interesting  bird,  but  just  as 
warj  of  the  sportsman  as  his  more  sombre  brother 
of  our  cold  clime.  Several  species  of  Ploceua  or 
■weavers.  A  fishing-eagle,  believed  to  be  new.  Various 
halyona  or  kinghunters ;  the  green  banded  cuckoo, 
Chtdcites  auraius;  and  another  probably  new,  with 
richer  plumage.  The  orange-crested  bush-shrike, 
Malaconotvs  chrysogaster ;  the  jellow-billed  coucal, 
Zanclostomus  fiavirostris ;  plumage  glossj  violet,  and 
purple  above,  cinereous  below,  with  a  tail  of  rich  deep 
blue.  The  purple-headed  grakle,  Lamprotomia  ptih- 
norynchus;  the  golden-eared  grakle,  Lamprotonm 
ehryionotta;  and  a  third,  supposed  to  be  new ;  all  of 
them  were  plumed  in  dark  colours  of  rich  metallic 
tint. 

The  most  interesting,  however,  are  the  little  necta- 
rinidse,  of  these  the  oUre-backed  sunbird,  Ciimyria 
chlorottoiua;  the  red-collared  sunbird,  Cinnyris  chaly- 
beia;  the  green-rumped  double-collared  sunbird,  Necta- 
rima  chloropygia.     A  beautiful  species,  one  of  which 
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yre  sent  to  England  by  Dr.  Stanger,  after  'whom  it  vas 
named,  CVnni/m  Stangeri,  is  very  abundant  and  the 
colours  fine,  being  red,  jeHov,  and  other  lees  gaudy 
tints,  blended  with  rich  metallic  green. 

These  pretty  litUe  denizens  of  the  woods  are  very 
prop^ly  named  sunbirds,  for  -while  moat  others  are 
quietly  buried  in  the  thickets  to  avoid  the  heat  and 
^are  of  the  noonday  son,  these  diminutiTe  pilferers  are 
often  actirely  engaged  on  the  nectar-teeming  yellowish 
flower  of  the  Papoya  carka,  which  when  in  blossom, 
is  their  faTourite  hairnt.  We  procured  most  of  our 
specimens  in  the  Ticinity  of  one  of  these  trees. 

Snakes  are  numerous  and  some  rery  lai^;  one,  a 
description  of  Boa,  aboat  fourteen  feet,  was  killed 
during  our  sojourn,  and  if  the  accounts  of  the  natives 
are  to  be  credited,  another  of  an  enormons  size  had 
been  killed  at  West  Bay,  where  it  had  long  been 
the  terror  of  the  Edeeyahs.  They  said  it  was  shot 
while  in  a  state  of  inactivity,  after  having  goiged 
itself  with  a  golden  roode  bok;  a  proof,  if  true,  of  its 
large  dimensions. 

Attached  to  the  wooden  rafters  of  the  house,  littJe 
circular  and  somewhat  pyramidal  colledaons  of  clay 
were  noticed,  which  on  examination  were  found  to  be 
divided  into  a  number  of  oval  cells,  each  containing 
one  or  more  egga,  and  some  Hnall  J)^)tera  intended 
as  future  food  for  the  yonng  lame.  The  labours  of 
this  careM  mason  were  but  too  often  fruitless,  as  a 
large  description  of  S^vagris  was  observed  busy  at 
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Tork  robbing  them  of  their  conteots,  aksoBt  as  soon 
as  thej  were  completFed.  The  fabricators  of  these 
cuiiooa  stntctures  require  about  a  fortnight  to  finish 
them;  thej  commence  with  a  circle  of  glutinous  clay, 
and  as  the  -work  proceeds  the  cells  are  divided  off,  and 
stocked,  until  the  whole  are  concluded.  Thej  are 
about  one  inch  and  a-half  in  diameter. 

Mr.  Beecroft,  with  his  nsual  kindness,  lent  the  officers 
one  of  his  boats  and  fire  Krumen,  to  take  them  back 
to  Clarence  Cove.  On  the  passage,  these  hardj  poUa- 
boys  gave  a  proof  of  their  dexterity  in  the  water,  by 
capturing  a  large  turtle.  On  obeerriDg  it,  one  of  them 
slipped  quietly  overboard  and  got  hold  of  the  priz^ 
which  not  liking  the  manipulation,  tried  to  escape, 
taking  the  Knunan  down  with  it ;  three  others  imme- 
diately dived  in,  and  after  a  tittle  stru^le  brought 
the  turtle  up,  but  from  the  immense  power  of  these 
animals  in  their  proper  element,  even  four  men  were 
insufficient  to  master  it,  and  it  became  necessary  for 
the  fifth  to  join  his  companions.  It  was  not  a  little 
amusing  to  observe  the  conflict,  the  turtle  having  evi- 
dently the  best  of  it,  and  keeping  the  bipeds  mostly 
under  water,  whence  every  now  and  then  ffve  woolly 
heads  shewed  themsdves  for  an  instant,  only  to  be 
draped  down  again;  fortunately  the  boat  was  at 
hand,  and  with  some  difficulty  the  troublesome  Testudo 
was  lifted  in-board. 

The  rainy  season  at  Fernando  Fo  commences  about 
the  latter  end  of  May  or  beginning  of  June,  and  ter- 
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minates  about  the  middle  or  end  of  November,  but  the 
toroadoes  are  not  bo  frequent  there  aa  most  other  parts 
of  the  coast.  Accordiug  to  Roecher's  obBcrrations, 
the  barometer  rises  with  the  east,  and  falls  with  the 
west  wind,  the  maximum  being  when  S.S.E.  breezes 
are  blowing,  and  the  minimum  when  the  S.W.  wind 
obtains. 

We  found  the  evenings  at  Clarence  to  be  for  the 
most  part,  cool  and  agreeable,  and  the  best  time  for 
walking.  The  settlers  and  natives  abo  participated  in 
this  opinion,  for  then  they  come  ont  to  enjoy  the 
favourite  pastime  of  danang.  Moonlight  enhances  the 
pleasure  not  a  little,  when,  seduced  by  its  beams  and  the 
dance  inspiring  tom-tom,  they  give  up  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  night  to  enjoyment.  It  seems  odd  how 
people  can  find  rmtsic  in  so  rude  an  instrument  as  a 
wooden  drum,  yet  who  that  has  "by  pale  moonlight" 
heard  it  afar  off,  commingled  with  the  merry  voices  of 
the  dancers,  has  not  listened  with  pleasure,  and 
confessed  that  it  had  its  cltums  to  please. 

We  must  admit  we  have  often  been  allured  to  the 
festive  scene,  where  nature's  untaught  children  per- 
formed tHeir  unsophisticated  movements  to  no  other 
sounds,  and  as  the  subdued  hght  of  "  nature's  own 
bestowing"  fell  through  the  rich  forest  drapery,  on 
happy  faces  and  graceful  figures,  could  even  have 
joined  the  merry  throng.  The  new  moon  is,  through- 
out Western  Africa,  the  signal  for  rejoicing  and 
renewed  offerings  to  the  gods,   and   when  we  have 
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Temarked  this  among  other  coincideDcea,  we  hare 
recalled  to  mind  the  time  irhen  the  Israelitea  also  held 
their  "new  moon  feasts  and  solemn  festirals."  The 
Krus  are  paeaionatelj  fond  of  dancing  but  ve  cannot 
BB.J  much  for  their  performances.  They  generallj 
represent  some  hunting  scene;  one  personating  the 
animal,  vhile  the  others  with  their  bodies  bent  and  the 
bands  resting  on  the  thighs,  jump  about  in  a  Teiy 
uncouth  manner,  looking  as  if  they  were  trying  to 
escape  the  notice  of  the  chief  performer.  Sometimes 
on  board  ship  they  go  through  a  rude  but  amusing 
figure,  each  person  holding  a  capstan  bar  or  some  other 
large  piece  of  wood,  with  which  they  strike  the  deck, 
accompanying  the  performance  with  a  grunt.  Al- 
though we  cannot  praise  their  dancing,  we  must  admit 
their  mimicry  to  be  admirable,  and  they  even  accom- 
plish extempore  plays,  in  which  raiious  characteis  are 
imitated  in  a  Tery  diverting  manner. 

Friday,  April  22nd— In  pursuance  of  Captain 
Allen's  determination  to  keep  moving  about  as  much 
as  possible,  in  order  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  crews 
by  change  of  air  and  scen^  while  waiting  for  orders 
from  En^and,  we  sailed  this  day  from  Clarence  Cove 
to  the  opposite  coast,  where  a  twin  mountain  faoee  &e 
noble  peak  of  Fernando  Po. 

*■  Uke  elifis  that  had  been  leot  anrndsr ; 
A  dnuy  im  now  flows  between." 

The  shallowness  of  the  strait  separating  these  two 
remarkable  elevations  would  tend  to  prove  either  that 
TOL.  n.  Q 
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they  hATe  been  disjoined  hj  the  action  of  the  sea,  or 
that  the  rCTerse  procesB,  their  junction,  is  taking  place. 
Future  surreys  will  determine  if  any  difference  takes 
place  in  the  depth  of  the  channel;  but  probabihty 
points  to  the  latter  hypothesis;  from  the  contiguity  of 
numerona  riTers,  eepecially  the  Niger,  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  enonnous  amount  of  alluTium  of  which 
■will  naturally  be  deposited  in  the  deep  bend  of  the 
Bight  of  Biafra,  especially  -when  there  is  an  obstructing 
subaqueous  ridge,  marked  by  the  line  of  Tolcanic 
agency  which  has  raised  these  mountainB  and  the 
adjacent  islands  in  a  S.W.  direction. 

The  immediate  object  of  our  little  voyage  waa  Blm- 
bia,  where  ve  hoped  to  be  able  to  procure  fresh  pro- 
nsions  and  T^etables,  which  were  not  to  be  had  at 
Fernando  Po,  where  a  lazy  population  of  liberated 
Africans  from  Sierra  Leone,  neglect  the  adruitagefl  of 
one  of  the  richest  soils  in  the  world. 

We  coasted  along  some  beautifiil  inlets  and  islands, 
dothed  with  magnificent  forest-^rees.  At  the  entrance 
of  one  of  these — the  strait  diriding  Bimbia  Island 
from  the  mainland — the  vessel  was  anchoied,  as  it  was 
not  prudent  to  venture  into  an  unknown  channel. 

Captain  Allen  being  desirous  of  communicating  with 
the  chie^  of  the  high-sounding  title  of  King  William — 
his  real  name  being  Billeh — landed  at  the  island  form- 
ing the  strait. 

We  were  conducted  by  the  chiefs  son,  Ejkh,  who 
had  taken  a  passage  with  us  from  Fernando  Po,  to  the 
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palarer-hoiise,  There  he  aasored  ns  we  should  find  his 
august  father.  On  our  arrlTa],  however,  we  aacer- 
tained  that  hia  sable  Majesty  was  washing  himself; 
patience  was  therefore  to  be  practised,  and  we  knew 
from  past  experience  that  not  a  small  portion  wotdd 
be  in  reqoisition. 

The  palaver^honso — which  the  rojal  ablations 
afforded  ample  time  to  examine — was  destitute  of  anj 
object  of  interest  to  beguile  the  time,  being  simplj  a 
protection  from  tiie  son  and  rain.  HoweTer  it  attained 
the  object  in  one  sense,  since  it  induced  that  negatire 
state  of  enjojmenl^ — only  ^>preciated  in  a  hot  climate^ 
— the  loxuij  of  r^osing  in  a  cool  shade  and, — doing 
nothing. 

After  a  great  deal  of  equivocation  and  loss  of  time 
we  were  informed  that  the  chief  was  on  the  opposite 
sid^  at  his  house;  which  was  distinguished  hj  its 
commanding  position,  size,  European  form,  tmd  the 
splendour  of  whitewash,  &om  the  numerous  bats  scat- 
tered en  amphUhfaire  along  the  beantifiil  shores  of  the 
strait,  and  up  the  slopes  of  the  lower  hills  of  the 
eastern  base  of  the  Cameroons  Moontain.  They  were, 
howevCT,  grouped  into  distinct  villages.  We  imme- 
diatdy  aoaaad  over  to  the  landing-place,  and  walked 
up  a  rising  gronnd,  between  neat  huts  Burrounded 
with  gardens,  to  the  chiefs  residence, — a  very  good- 
looking  wooden  hoose.  The  principal  floor  is  raised 
from  the  ground,  and  is  snirounded  by  a  verandah;  it 
contains  some  good  rooms.  Around  the  grand  salon 
Q  2 
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were  ranged  about  a  dozen  lar^  cliests,  containing 
cloth  of  Eiuropean  fabric  The  walls  were  adorned 
with  looking-glasses  of  dirers  sizes,  and  abondance  of 
crockerj-ware,  for  no  other  purpose  than  show,  and 
some  of  it  in  rerj  cnrioos  joxta-position.  A  back- 
room was  Tised  as  a  sitting-room,  and  had  chairs  and 
tables,  with  presses  around  the  walls,  the  depositaries 
of  his  wealth,  and  varioos  articles  for  trade  with  the 
Datives  of  the  interior.  BeneaUi  this  floor  were  other 
apartments,  or  magazines.  Two  long  lines  of  huts 
behind  the  palace  were  occupied  bj  his  Domerous 
wires,  children,  bUtos,  and  cattle. 

This  ho\i8^  and  another  of  smaller  dimensions,  were 
conatnicted  at  Fernando  Po,  by  Mr.  Scott,  and  cost 
one  hundred  dollars.  Being  situated  on  an  elevation, 
and  whitewashed,  it  had  a  very  imposing  appearance; 
well  calculated  to  imprass  the  snrroundiDg  natiree  with 
a  due  idea  of  the  chief's  dignity,  derired  from  his 
friendship  with  the  white  men.  He  was,  in  foct,  con- 
firmed in  his  supremacy  by  Cdonel  NicoUs,  about 
fifteen  years  ago,  when  he  surrendered  the  sovereignty 
of  his  country  to  England,  and  received  the  title  of 
King  William.  He  is  brother  to  the  former  chiet 
Naka,  who  ruled  over  all  the  country  at  tiie  eastern 
base  of  Uie  Oamaroons  Mountain  called  Bakwileh; 
that  is  to  say,  he  had  more  we^t^  than  the  nei^bour- 
ing  chiefs,  who  will  hardly  acknowledge  even  a  nominal 
snpremacy.  There  are  several  of  these  petty  chiefe 
in  the  litUe    strait   of  Bimbia,  whose  villages  are 
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80  close  t(^8ther  as  to  give  the  appearance  of  one 
town. 

We  were  kept  wuting  here  also  a  long  vhile  for  tbe 
sable  chief;  vho  doubtless,  like  other  great  men, 
thought  that  our  opinion  of  hie  importance  'would  rise 
in  proportion  to  the  time  we  were  held  in  anxious  expec- 
tation of  his  appearance.  To  our  frequent  inquiries 
why  he  did  not  come,  we  were  told  "  the  king  wash  him 
face"  Mid  would  come  "  one  time,"  i.  «.,  directly. 

Our  original  information  of  hb  being  on  the  island, 
proved  to  be  coirect,  as  we  saw  him  land,  and  walk 
up  the  hill  in  Teiy  stately  guise,  surrounded  by  a  few 
attendants,  and  his  own  person  protected,  not  only 
by  an  umbrella,  but  by  a  large  double-caped  boat- 
cloak.  He  saluted  us  in  the  English  fashion,  by 
shaking  hands;  but  seemed  very  anxious  to  impress 
us  at  once  with  the'  idea  of  his  magnificence,  drawing 
our  attention  particularly,  and  with  great  complacency 
to  the  evidences  of  his  wealth  and  power  aroimd  the 
room,  displayed  in  the  form  of  pots  and  pans  and 
diamber  ntensils,  which  he  said  made  him  look  like  a 
"  proper  king,"  whereas  if  he  had  not  all  these  things 
the  "  bnshmen"  would  think  him  a  **  small  man."  He 
apolt^izedfor  haviog  kept  us  waiting  so  long,  and  said 
he  had  recently  lost  his  son,  and  five  of  his  people. 
All  his  women  were  consequently  in  mourning,  that  is, 
they  had  heightened  the  extreme  u^esa  of  their 
features,  by  plastering  their  foces  with  indigo.  We 
saw  one  lady  of  the  court,  with  a  mirror,  before  which 
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she  Taa  laying  it  on  pretty  thick ;  and  vith  much  care 
if  not  taate.  The  object  of  our  visit  was  for  the  simple 
and  homely  purpose  of  purcbaaing  fresh  proTisions,  and 
of  opening  a  better  system  of  traffic  than  had  hitherto 
preyailed.  His  Majesty  howerer  entered  at  once 
into  subjects  of  high  diplomacy.  He  denounced  vith 
great  eloquence  or  rolubility  the  inhabitants  of  one  (£ 
the  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Amboises,  vho  being  rendered 
"saucy,"  by  the  impr^;nable  nature  of  their  position, 
had  set  his  authority  at  nought.  After  baring  drunk 
fetiche  water,  and  made  an  agreement  vith  him  that 
the  islands  should  be  his,  they  had  fired  at  his  peoplft 
stolen  some  of  hia  viTes,  and  caused  the  death  of  his 
80D.  Moreover,  they  invariably  attacked  canoes  which 
they  thought  not  strong  enough  to  resist  them,  and  had 
even  killed  two  Krumen ;  they  were  therefore  enemies 
equally  of  the  black  and  the  white  man.  This  latter 
part  of  the  enlarge  was  not  likely  to  be  true ;  but  it 
was  found  that  the  natives  of  Bimbia,  sometimes 
assume  the  Eru  mark,  and  pretend  it  had  been  con- 
ferred on  them  by  some  head  Kruman.  For  all  these 
crimes  and  treasonable  practices,  he  threatened  ven- 
geance in  very  energetic  terms,  and  suggested  the 
propriety  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  steam-ressel, 
'  Wilberforce/  declaring  war  upon  the  refractory 
subjects  of  our  firm  ally,  and  that  vre  should  at  once 
proceed  to  bum  their  town  as  a  lesson  to  them. 

Captain  Allen  endeavoured  to  explain  to  him  the 
disadvuitage  of  being  in  continual  hostility  vith  his 
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neighbours,  vMch  vould  be  detrimental  to  the  legiti- 
mate commerce  he  professed  the  di8p<ffiitioD  to  pro- 
mote, and  he  tried  to  avt^en  in  him  the  better  prin- 
ciples of  charity  and  good-will  towards  his  nei^bonrs. 
The  chief  said  he  woold  villinglj  make  peace  with 
them,  if  they  vonld  paj  him  eight  hundred  "  coppers ;" 
which  it  was  not  likely  they  would  agree  to,  as  they  did 
not  admit  his  claim  of  supremacy.  Howerer,  Captain 
Allen  said  he  would  try  and  settle  that  "  bob"  for  him. 
He  next  turned  with  equal  Tehemence  to  an  allied 
infraction  of  an  agreement  with  the  English  agent  at 
Fernando  Po,  who  had  engaged  thirty  or  forty  of  his 
"  boys"  to  work  at  a  stipulated  price ;  but  he  said, 
they  could  not  get  payment,  and  were  frequently 
flo^;ed,  some  were  eren  put  in  prison.  We  gave 
passage  to  ten  of  these  men,  who  had  been  working  at 
Clarence,  but  would  remain  no  longer  as  they  could 
not  obtain  their  wages.  One  of  these  told  as,  that 
Billeh  buys  annually  one  hundred  slaves  at  tiie  town 
of  Rumhia,  in  the  Bamboko  country,  on  the  western 
base  of  the  Camaroons  Mountain.  Some  of  these  he 
used  to  sell  to  the  Spaniards,  and  the  rest  he  kept  to 
"m^e  hhn  strong."  The  Spaniards,  howerer,  had 
not  been  here  for  more  than  a  year,  in  consequence  of 
the  presence  of  our  cruisers  in  the  vicinity.  Ej^h,  son 
of  the  chief,  a  remarkably  fine  young  man  who  had 
been  sent  to  Clarence  to  remonstrate,  related  the  re- 
sult of  his  mission  with  much  grace  and  energy ;  and 
being  neariy  naked,  his  attitudes,  thon^  sometimes 
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coQsbiuiied  hj  his  ntting  posture,  vere  seen  to  great 
adraDtage.  As  lie  spoke  in  his  natiTe  language,  he  could 
Dot  of  course  be  understood  ;  bnt  it  appeared  that  his 
remonstrances  at  Olarence  had  nearly  procured  him  also 
a  flogging.  The  chiet  during  the  harangue,  frequently 
uttered  paeaionate  exclamations,  clasped  his  hands  as 
if  invoking  justice,  or  wildly  threv  his  arms  about  as 
in  menace.  He  said  to  ub,  that  he  had  always 
thought  the  white  men  lored  justice,  and  "  did  not 
slare ;"  but  now,  some  of  his  &ee  people  were  kept  as 
slaves.  He  intimated  that  he  mig^t  with  ease  take 
ample  vengeance,  by  going  with  all  his  canoes  and 
war-men  and  attacking  the  settlement.  He  was  cau- 
tioned to  be  more  temperate  in  his  language,  before  a 
captain  of  a  man-of-war;  that  he  would  pursue  a  very 
impn^>er  course  by  such  a  proceeding,  which  would 
not  fail  to  bring  destruction  on  himself  and  hia  tovm. 
He  said  with  animation,  "  Suppose  I  go  in  the  bush, 
which  way  man-of-war  ship  catch  me  there  T'  He  was 
again  advised  to  be  leas  violent,  and  his  complaint 
would  be  inquired  into.  On  his  indignation  In  some 
degree  having  subsided,  Captain  Allen  endearooted  to 
"  make  Irade"  with  him  for  some  fresh  provision,  of 
which  we  were  much  in  want ;  but  he  being  inflated 
with  an  idea  <^  his  consequence  would  hear  of  nothing 
less  than  thirty  dollars  for  a  bullock,  and  six  for  a 
goat.  After  being  well  scolded  for  his  rapacity,  he 
did  not  mend  the  matter  by  ofTeiing  the  goat  as  a 
bribe;  pretending  that  it  was  always  intendkl  as  a 
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present)  for  "  Oi^pj."  During  the  diacoflsion  he  dis- 
patched half  a  tambler  of  pore  brandy,  vithont  oar- 
ing aaj  to  his  goesta  ;  and  after  eTeiy  up,  vhich  he 
enjoyed  to  the  utmost,  by  rinsing  his  mouth  with  it 
while  any  strength  was  left,  before  svalloving  it,  he 
was  careM  to  keep  in  the  fiaroor  of  the  spirit,  by 
croflsing  bot^  his  hands  over  the  glass.  On  his 
want  of  hospitality  being  hinted  at,  he  offered  as 
bottled  ale,  and  eren  wine ;  but  could  not  open  his 
heart  to  the  extent  of  brandy.  We  only  asked  for 
some  green  cocoa-nuts,  which  affijrded  a  delidoos  and 
refreshing  beverage,  without  taxing  his  cellar.  On 
being  accused  of  slaving  with  &.e  Spaniards,  he  stre- 
nooiuly  denied  having  done  so  for  many  years. 

BiUdi,  or  King  William,  as  he  likes  to  be  called,  is 
a  fine  specimen  of  a  savage  potentate.  He  is  tall* 
and  with  a  good  forehead,  though  somewhat  ferodons 
features ;  to  whidi,  however,  his  late  excitement  may 
hare  given  a  worse  expression  than  usoaL  Thoogh 
he  assumes  so  much  consequence,  he  is  bat  the  prin- 
cipal trader,  and  owes  his  apparent  superiority  over 
the  other  chieis,  to  the  possession  of  a  greater  nnmber 
of  wives  and  chattels ;  by  which  he  acquires  the  con- 
sideration due  to  a  "big  man,"  all  being  looked  on  as 
"  little  boys"  until  they  can  boast  of  sadi  increase  of 
their  substance.  Several  others,  especially  John  King 
his  brother,  have  perhaps  more  influence  in  the 
intericHT,  thou^  th<7  cannot  shew  sodi  a  house,  nor 
array  tliemselves  in  such  a  boatKloak. 
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Finding  it  vas  imp(»aible  to  obtain  lire  stock  from 
this  fellow  on  anything  like  reasoDable  terms,  ve  left 
him  Terj  mnch  to  his  disappointment,  as  he  expected 
to  make  a  great  harrest.  He  frequently  called  on  us 
to  come  back  and  receire  his  mark  of  friendship. 

Saturdca^,  23rd  April. — .We  sailed  from  this  inhos- 
pitable chief,  vho  had  very  mnch  disappointed 
OS,  and  defeated  his  ovn  purpose,  and  proceeded 
in  the  afternoon  to  the  Baj  of  Amboises,  in  hope 
of  being  more  successful  there,  and  thus  by  com- 
petition bring  him  to  hia  senses.  In  steaming  round 
the  island,  the  eminences  were  crowded  with  natives, 
vociferating  and  gesticulating  as  we  passed ;  but 
irhether  in  peace  or  war  we  could  not  then  ascer- 
tain. However,  soon  after  we  had  anchored  near  the 
island  called  M6ndoleh,  they  came  to  us  in  great 
numbers. 

Sunday,  2ith. — Remained  quietly  at  anchor.  The 
natives  readily  comprehended  why  their  canoes  were 
not  suffered  to  come  alongside  during  divine  service, 
and  they  did  not  trouble  ns  all  day. 

i5th. — Sent  an  officer  to  explain  to  the  natives  of 
the  island  that  we  wished  to  purchase  stock.  The  duef 
very  shortly  came  on  board,  and  professed  his  willing- 
ness to  trade ;  nevertheless,  we  had  almost  as  much 
trouble  as  with  the  chief  of  Bimbia.  They  had  abun- 
dance of  goats,  pigs,  plantains,  &c.,  but  did  not  know 
bow  to  ask  enough  for  them ;  and  they  were  so  capri- 
doQB,  that  it  required  the  utmost  patience  to  await 
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their  decision,  in  the  artides  which  were  offered  to 
them  in  exchange.  Mr.  Bush  the  purser,  hoverer, 
managed  them  tolerably  veil.  They  seemed  to  be 
Tery  ahrevd,  especiallj  a  jonng  man  called  Yellow 
Nako,  from  his  skin  being  of  a  lighter  colour  than  the 
rest  of  his  countrymen.  Se  claimed  the  sorereignty 
of  two  of  the  islands,  named  Dam^h  and  Mondoleh,  in 
right  of  his  father,  Old  Nako,  the  former  diief  of 
Bakvileh  already  mentioned.  Ej^h,  the  son  of  King 
WiUiam,  had  asserted  that  his  father  was  the  lawful 
Borereign ;  but  when  informed  what  Yellow  Nako 
had  said,  he  acknowledged  the  tmth  of  it 

YeUow  Nako  is  therefore  the  ventaihU  "Lord  of 
Islea."  Moreover,  he  rejoiced  in  the  titles  of  Pilot  and 
Interpreter  to  H.M.S.  '  Wilberforce.'  It  was  by  his 
interrention  that  all  our  bargains  were  made  ;  and  in 
estinuttiog  the  price  of  the  artides  offered  in  barter, 
they  were  very  snddeiJy  depreciated,  when  compared 
with  the  Talue  betrayed  in  his  anxiety  to  obtain  the 
same  as  a  gift.  On  this  being  pointed  out  to  him,  he 
Tety  nai'rely  said,  "  Trade  is  trade,  bat  dash  is  dash." 
The  lord  of  the  isles  was,  however,  more  interested  in 
the  transaction  than  we  had  suspected ;  for  we  after- 
wards found  they  were  Ms  own  goats,  which  he  kept 
on  the  iflLand  Uondoleh,  the  Lieutenant-GoTemor  of 
which,  being  the  ostensible  saleaman,  Nako  was  thus 
able  to  r^nlate  his  extortionate  demands,  by  an  ap- 
pearance of  mediation. 

The  offid  of  a  slau^tered  goat  having  been  thiown 
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OTerboard,  an  inflated  portion  of  it  was  obserred 
bobbing  up  and  dovn  in  tbe  water,  not  far  from  the 
Tessel;  one  of  the  Erumen  thinking  it  might  be  a 
delicate  fish  for  his  &jiDg-pan,  went  in  a  boat  to 
examine  it,  and  pat  out  the  oar  to  lift  it  from  the 
vater,  when  to  his  astonishment,  a  lai^  shade  sud- 
denly Itud  hold  of  the  blade  and  nearly  dragged  him 
OTerboard.  In  a  short  time  a  well-baited  hook  was 
orer  the  ship's  side,  which  was  immediately  swallowed, 
and  to  the  delight  of  all  our  atulora,  the  monster  was 
captured.  It  proved  to  be  a  blue  shark, — Sgualua 
glaucus, — not  above  ten  feet  long,  but  of  enormous 
capacity  in  the  jaws,  which  were  upwards  of  twenty 
inches  in  diameter,  and  just  snch  a  fellow  as  might  be 
snppceed  to  hare  swallowed  the  **  Port  Royal  soldier, 
musket  and  alL"  There  were  three  rows  of  serrated 
triangular  teeth,  some  of  which  had  been  recently 
broken,  probably  in  the  mistaken  attack  on  the  oar. 
The  bronchial  openings,  five  in  nomber,  were  near  the 
strong  falciform  pectoral  fins.  The  tail  was  particu- 
larly powerM,  especially  the  upper  lobe.  The  back 
and  upper  part  of  the  body  were  covered  with  skin  of 
a  deep  slate  cdour,  and  of  a  rou^  granulated  texture^ 
the  belly  and  sides  whitish.  Even  after  having  been 
some  time  out  of  its  proper  element,  it  continued  to 
snap  when  anything  approached. 

There  were   several  laige  remora  or  sacking  fish, 
adherent  by  the  exhausting  power  of  the   muscnlar 
B  or  plates  on  the  upper  part  of  their  heads. 
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Only  one  beaatifuUj  striped  pilot  was  obaerred ;  the 
little  creature  swam  round  and  round  the  ressel  as  if 
looking  for  its  Toracious  companion. 

On  remoTing  the  skin  of  the  shark's  head,  a  thick 
gelatinoiuhlooking  layer  was  seen,  in  which  white 
nerrona  fibrillse  were  particolarlj  numerous.  We  coold 
not  but  think  of  the  possible  truth  of  the  views  of 
some  physiologists,  who  consider  this  structure  to  be 
endowed  with  the  especial  sensibilitj  bj  which  the 
shaii  is  enabled  to  detect  the  course  of  ships,  and 
to  follow  for  a  long  time  and  distance  in  their 
wake. 

Oertainlj  nothing  seems  better  adapted  than  this 
jelly-like  layer  for  conducting  the  impressions  occa- 
sioned by  the  displacement  and  irr^jular  action 
of  water,  during  the  passage  of  large  bodies  through 
it.  Possessed  of  this  conformation,  it  is  not  on- 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  a  shark,  crrasing  the 
track  of  a  ship,  might  thus  discoTer  by  the  peculiar 
motion  of  the  water,  the  course  the  vessel  is 
taking.  It  is  only  by  some  such  means  we  can  ac- 
count for  these  monsters  following  as  they  often  do, 
ships,  which  by  their  superior  fleetness  in  a  strong 
breeze,  must  hare  left  them  far,  far  astern;  and  yet 
on  the  first  cahn,  they  make  their  appearance  perhaps 
to  be  captured,  with  proo&  of  their  identity  inside, 
in  the  shape  of  bones,  clothes,  &c.,  which  had  been 
throw  OTerboard  many  days  previously. 

This  view,  is  certainly  not  more  inconsistent  than 
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the  popular  belief  vhich  ascribes  to  the  t&tacborj 
organs  of  the  shark,  not  onlj  thu  singolar  faculty 
of  detecting  the  prozimitj  of  ships,  but  of  tracking 
them. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

CamermnB— King  B«ll— Tha  fme  %b<w— The  palace— NaUre  dwel- 
lings—Pbjncal  chamcteiiatics  of  the  Doallas— Mode  of  ananging 
the  hur — Human  Bacrific«e— The  Jilxtreh  creek — Excmuon  up  the 
Midiba  ma  Dnalla— Pilot  Glaigow— Appearance  of  the  rivei— 
Prince  Beppo— Wari  Idand— And&nuko— Wana  Hakembi— A 
welcome — Coriouty  of  the  natiTea— Coffin  applied  to  a  aingnlar 
pnrpoee — A  sapper  party — Oppoutlon  of  the  nativee— Scenery — 
Fiahing  nete— Yabi&Dg  river— Village  of  Kokki— An  African  wait 
— Namea  of  the  riTata~Oeological  featnna— Tnde  in  palm  oil — 
Canses  operating  against  its  advanoamenb— Hknofactnn  of  gnu  ' 
cloths — King  Aqoa — Dangerous  shallowB. 

May  5th. — As  Oaptain  Yidal  in  his  surrey  of 
this  part  of  the  coast  of  Africa,  did  not  cany  his 
operations  far  beyond  the  entrance  of  this  lai^ 
estuary  of  the  Camaroona,  into  which  several  riTere 
are  said  to  empty  themselvee,  Captain  Allen  thonght 
it  would  bo  a  profitable  employment  of  the  time  we 
had  to  w^t,  and  be  in  obedience  to  the  instnic- 
tions  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  *,  if  he  could 
lay  down  the  channel  in  sach  a  manner  as  might 
be  nsefol  to  the  ships  trading  in  the  rirer.  We  got 
under  wei^  with  a  rising  tide,  and  as  we  had  neither 
pilot  nor  marks  to  guide  us,  we  proceeded  cautiously, 
feeling  onr  way  with  the  lead  over  the  long  flats,  and 
anchored  off  Kkg  Bell's  town.     He  sent  a  messenger 

*  See  Appendix. 
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to  say  that  he  was  coming  on  board  the  '  Wilbeiforce,' 
and  immediatelj  after,  this  petty  chief, — great  trader 
and  greater  rogue, — ^bounded  into  Oaptain  Allen's  cabin 
calling  out  loudly  for  brandy.  He  was  speedily 
ordered  out  to  wait  till  he  was  sent  for,  which  had 
manifestly  a  good  effect.  It  was  a  lesson  which  he 
had  never  before  received,  and  which  produced  an 
equally  disgusting  amount  of  fawning  humility. 

'Soudan'  only  arrived  in  the  afternoon,  having  been 
detained  by  the  defective  working  of  the  engine.  One 
of  her  officers,  Mr.  Anderson,  second  master,  was  in  a 
very  debilitated  state ;  the  consequence  of  a  violent 
secondary  attack  of  remittent  fever,  which  had  nearly 
carried  him  off,  resisting  almost  every  means  used, 
and  only  yielding  to  large  quantities  of  quinine,  in  six 
and  eight-grain  doses.  That  vessel  was  therefore 
ordered  to  repair  to  the  bay  of  Amboises. 

We  landed  in  the  afternoon  to  return  King  B^'s 
visit,  and  found  him  in  front  of  his  house,  seated  in  a 
large  arm-chair,  with  no  other  dress  than  an  ample 
cotton  cloth  folded  round  the  loins,  and  an  English 
black  beaver  hat  on.  He  was  surrounded  by  a  num- 
ber of  his  people,  who  had  devoted  this  cooler  portion 
of  the  day  to  recreation.  The  principal  performers 
were  Uie  Egbo  men,  who,  with  painted  fiices,  were 
enacting  a  rude  sort  of  dance  ;  sometimes  pirouetting 
in  a  manner  which  caused  tiie  loose  grass  kilt  to  fly 
out  in  their  gyrations,  something  like  the  dress  of  our 
ballet-dancers.     The  "free  Ebos  (x  Egbos"  are  a 
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privileged  class,  said  to  bare  a  language  and  customs 
of  their  otd.  They  are  ^nployed  in  all  palavers ; 
and  maj  pass  unmolested  into  hostile  countries,  vhicb, 
if  true,  would  establish  the  &ct  of  a  sort  of  free- 
masonry existbg  throughout  that  portionof  West  Africa. 

Thej  wear  no  other  covering  than  a  kilt  or  fringe 
made  of  grass,  about  fourteen  inches  broad,  round 
their  loins ;  and  a  marabout  feather  in  the  hair. 
A  sort  of  rattle  is  carried  in  each  hand, — rery  like 
those  for  the  amusement  of  infants, — made  of  wicker- 
vrork,  which  they  shake  at  one  another  in  the  dance. 
We  purchased  some  of  these  articles  from  an  old  man, 
who  disposed  of  them  with  great  reluctance ;  and  in 
order  to  ease  his  conscience,  he  affected  to  consider  ns 
as  belonging  to  the  "  Free  Bgbo,"  a  privilege  which  we 
did  not  consider  as  at  all  flattering,  if  certain  rites  are 
performed  at  initiation  which  rumour  has  delicately 
hinted  at.  This  is  however  contradictory,  inasmuch 
as  the  society — which  is  under  the  direction  of  the 
priesthood — is  in  such  repute,  that  nearly  all  the 
men  of  any  distinction  consider  it  to  be  an  honour  to 
belong  to  it. 

King  Bell's  house  is  very  well  built,  with  a  raised 
story,  surrounded  by  a  verandah.  A  spacious  saloon 
occupies  the  whole  front,  and  is  filled  with  European 
goods  in  chests ;  piles  of  crockery;  figures  and  look- 
ing-glasses in  abundance  adorning  the  walls.  Nor 
was  the  room  devoid  of  usefiil  fiimiture,  as  there  were 
several  tables,  chairs,  sofas,  &c. 

70L.  II.  B 
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Idke  moat  African  potentates,  his  wealth  vas  to  be 
guessed  at  by  the  nmnber  of  his  wiTes ;  of  vhich  both 
he  and  his  neighbour  Aqua  are  said  to  have  each 
upvards  of  one  hundred.  These  eztensiTe  harems  do 
not  seem  to  giro  rise  to  the  jealous  feelings  vhich 
obtain  in  eastern  countries ;  on  the  contraij,  we  had 
frequent  reason  to  be  disgusted  at  the  open  and 
unblushing  manner  in  which  their  "  liege  lords"  prof- 
fered the  women,  as  if  thej  had  been  mere  artides  of 
honsehold  fdmit-ure. 

The  population  of  this  place  is  large,  thoa^  no 
possible  estimate  could  be  formed  of  its  amount  bj  us, 
as  the  town  being  lud  out  in  wide  streets  or  alleys, 
with  plantations  surrounding  the  houses,  extends  to  a 
Tery  great  distance  from  the  riTer,  The  natives  afiFect 
to  speak  of  it  as  interminable,  and  the  population  to 
be  beyond  all  powers  of  calculation,  though  they  hare 
not  settled  here  many  years.  The  houses  are  built  of 
wood,  with  a  great  deal  of  taste,  and  are  rery  clean, 
as  are  also  the  streets,  whidi  are  bordered  with 
palms,  cocoa-nuts,  bananas  ,&c,  affording  an  agreeable 
shade  as  well  as  abundance  of  fruit.  The  people  are 
superior  to  most  of  the  Africans  we  hare  met  witii  on 
the  coast  The  men  are  well  made,  muscular,  and  of 
fair  stature ;  the  skin  is  soft,  and  in  many  of  them  of 
a  yellowish  brown  tinge.  Though  the  features  are  not 
good, — the  nose  being  often  rather  expanded  and  the 
lips  thick, — still  the  countenance  is  open  and  agree- 
able, and  quite  a  pleasing  contrast  to  that  of  their 
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neighbours  the  Bimbiaos.  Some  of  the  Tomen  are 
prettj,  bat  inclined  to  be  fat.  Both  aexes  appear 
to  give  themselvM  up  to  enjojment,  dreee,  and  the 
"  dolcefar  mente"  induced  by  the  climate,  vhich  also 
rc^alatefi  the  amount  of  dothing  on  the  rerf  oarro'west 
scale  conaistent  vith  decency ;  although  their  profit- 
able intercourse  with  the  palm-oil  traders,  has  fiir- 
Dished  them  with  ample  supplies  of  European  articles 
of  dreaa,  they  prefer  the  simple  country  cloth,  or  at  most, 
dandyism  does  not  go  beyond  an  Engliah  edlk  hand- 
kerchief, Tom  round  the  loins.  Their  persons  howerer 
look  dressy,  from  th«ir  great  cleanliuees,  and  the 
glossiness  of  the  skin  produced  by  frequent  embro- 
cations of  palm-oiL  The  chief  wears  a  chain  of  a 
number  of  little  n^ro  bdls  over  his  ahoalders,  hang- 
ing in  a  ^w^fiil  curre  down  his  spacious  chest.  The 
women  pass  hours  in  dressing  the  hair  for  one  another, 
combing,  and  with  little  pointed  8ti<^  separating 
each  hair,  giving  it  an  opportunity  of  asserting  its 
indJTidoal  propensity  to  firizele.  They  finish  the  toilet 
by  attaching  strings  of  large  beads,  and  a  pretty  sort 
of  rosette  made  of  goat's  fat  and  the  poonded  skins  of 
limes;  which,  though  fragrant  at  firsts  must  rather 
hei^ten  the  natural  rancid  odour  of  their  persons  at 
the  end  of  a  month,  un^  which  time  the  preparation 
is  said  to  last  good.  There  is,  in  fact,  an  air  of  gen- 
tility and  fSte  about  the  whole  population. 

"  Gtuly  they  duioe  the  night  away. 
And  jiut  do  nothing  all  tb«  day." 

B   2 
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Obtain  Allen  haTing  had  reason  in  a  oonrersatiou 
with  King  Bell,  to  think  that  human  Bacrifices  vera 
still  in  some  degree  practiBed, — as  the  ceremonies 
for  his  deceased  father  vere  incomplete  till  t^e 
chief  had  killed  "a  boahman,"  he  addressed  the 
assembled  head  men  on  the  enormitj  and  sinMuess 
of  the  [ffactice,  which  thej  readilj  admitted,  but  said 
it  waa  of  Terj  long  standing  tunong  them.  How- 
erer,  on  proposing  to  make  a  regular  agreement 
to  abolish  the  inhuman  custom,  Bell  and  all  his  head 
men  readilj  assented  to  it  A  Treaty  to  that  effect 
was  therefore  drawn  up,  and  dulj  signed  by  Captain 
Allen,  being  the  onlj  one  of  Her  Majest/s  Gommis- 
sionera  present,  and  bj  Aliobah — the  natire  nione  of 
King  Bell — and  his  witnesses*. 

As  sereral  rivers  fidl  into  the  capacious  estnarj, 
we  wished  to  examine,  if  possible,  the  principal 
<me  flowing  past  Bell's  Town,  which  has  long  been 
frequented  bj  our  palm-oil  traders,  and  is  called 
bj  them  the  Oamaroons  river,  but  bj  the  natives 
HJidiba  ma  Dualla.  King  Bell  was  invited  to  aocom- 
puij  us  on  the  excursion.  This  at  first  he  strongly 
objected  to,  -  on  the  score  of  the  jealousy  and  opposi- 
tion of  the  natives  of  the  interior:  imd  he  said  the 
river  would  take  twelve  moons  to  explore;  neverthe- 
less, after  an  animated  discussion,  he  consented  to  go 
witli  08  in  the  '  Wilberforce.' 

'  Thia  waa  tnuumitted  to  the  ColonUI  Office,  and  ntified  by  Her 
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We  got  under  weigh  accordingly,  iu  the  hope  of 
being  able  to  gain  the  main  branch  of  the  river  abore 
the  mangrores;  and  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  liillj, 
Ring  Bell,  and  Glasgow  a  native  pilot,  proceeded  up 
the  Jibareh  ovek,  which  the  latter  declared  to  be — 
though  a  circoitons  route — ^the  safest  channel  in  the  • 
rirer.  It  was  found,  howerer,  not  to  be  deep 
enough  to  warrant  onr  taking  the  Teasel  more 
than  seven  or  eight  miles  from  the  anchorage;  but 
prior  to  returning,  the  B6mano,  anotha  creek,  was 
explored  as  far  as  could  be  done  with  safety.  This 
stream,  at  the  hi^est  point  visited,  had  diminished  very 
much,  both  in  breadth  and  depth,  and  Glasgow  the 
pilot  said  it  terminated  about  a  mile  and  a-half 
fiurther  up,  towards  the  monntains.  It  doubtless 
receives  some  of  the  drainage  of  the  eastern  portion 
of  a  range  of  mountains,  behind  the  lofty  Oameroons, 
or  Mongo-ma-Lob^  which  were  visible  in  the  distance. 

Having  failed  in  the  intention  of  penetrating  by 
these  creeks,  we  were  induced  to  try  the  direct 
channel,  which  lies  close  to  the  actual  left  bank  of 
the  river;  but  it  was  ascertuned  to  be  so  narrow  and 
shallow,  that  considering  the  fearful  consequences  of 
being  left  aground  at  the  spring  tide,  in  such  a  locality, 
it  was  necessary  to  abandon  the  idea  of  passing  in 
the  vessel,  the  Mangrove  Islands,  which  conceal  the 
true  nature  of  the  river,  and  to  accomplish  if  possible 
the  survey  by  a  short  boat  ezcorsion. 

A  lai^  forty-foot  galley,  which  had  been  intended 
for  a  trip  to  Bussah  on  the  Niger,  was  hastily  fitted 
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Titb  double  aviungs,  a  swivel  placed  in  the  boT, 
omall  arms,  and  provisions  for  several  daja,  vith  a 
crew  of  nine  black  men,  nnder  Jack  Smoke,  the  faith- 
ful head  Eroman.  Three  officers,  Lieatenant  Sidney, 
Terrf**,  and  Stirlingt,  accompanied  Captain  Allen,  as 
•  also  Mr.  Lilly,  agent  to  Messrs.  Hamilton  and  Jackson, 
who  had  kindly  proffered  his  serricea,  being  not  only 
BomeTrbat  acquainted  with  the  river,  but  perfectly  so 
wilb  the  character  of  the  rude  people  about  to  be 
vifflted.  We  started  soon  after  noon,  on  the  7th,  with 
beautifid  dear  weather  and  an  agreeable  temperature. 
As  a  matter  of  courtesy,  or  more  probably,  from 
anxiety  respecting  our  proceedings.  King  Bell  and  his 
son  Prince  Beppo  in  their  lai^  state  canoes,  formed  an 
escort.  Old  Glasgow,  a  pilots  who  spoke  IGnglish  very 
well,  took  the  helm,  not  a  little  proud  to  be  entrusted 
with  the  "war  canoe  of  Queen  Victoria's  ship,"  and  soon 
after  leaving  the  '  Wilberforce,'  we  entered  a  narrow 
and  direct  channel  on  the  left  bank.  Ring  Bell  took 
the  lead,  bat  was  soon  out  of  sigh^  as  with  our 
heavily  laden  boat  and  few  paddles,  we  could  not  keep 
pace  with  him.  We  soon  found  ourselves  involved  in 
a  labyrinth  of  creeks,  fbnaed  by  numerous  mud  islands 
thickly  ovei^rown  with  mangroves. 

The  pilot,  however,  appeared  to  know  his  way 
quite  wdl,  and  he  attended  to  Oaptain  Allen's  instrac- 
tions  to  follow  the  windings  of  the  channel,  which 
frequently  led  us  close  to  the  bushes;  a  leadsman  iu 

'  Acting  Secretary  to  the  Commiauonen,  f  Afriitont-Snrgeon, 
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the  boT  called  out  continoallj  the  Boondings,  and 
Lieutenant  Sidney  laid  down  the  course  of  the  rirer 
ae  we  proceeded. 

In  these  parts  we  had  in  some  places  ten  feet  water, 
but  Buddenlj  shoaling  to  two  or  throe  as  we  approached 
the  skirtfi  of  the  nnmerooe  sand-bankfi,  which  at  that 
season,  sometimM  extend  nearlj  across  the  stream, 
leaving  bat  a  narrow  passage,  eren  for  a  boat,  under 
tiie  orerhanging  boughs  of  the  trees. 

The  aspect  of  these  little  islands  exited  anything 
but  pleasurable  emotions  j  reminding  us  of  the  Niger; 
for  the  decajing  regetable  matter  with  which  thej 
were  corered,  and  the  slimj  roots  of  the  Mangrove, 
emitted  a  highlj  offensiTe  odour,  and  our  progress 
was  in  frequent  danger  of  interruption  &om  snags, 
the  trunks  and  branches  of  broken  trees. 

After  an  hour's  paddling  we  got  dear  of  the  islets, 
and  came  upon  a  sheet  of  water  about  two  thousand 
yards  wide,  from  which  the  vessel, — anchored  off  Bell's 
Town,  about  five  miles  distant, — could  be  distinctly 
Bsem.  We  soon  afterwards  entered  another  narrow 
chuinel,  between  two  islands,  which  presented  features 
of  much  more  agreeable  character:  the  mangroves  dis- 
appeared at  the  upper  end,  where  the  pilot  said  the 
tide  oeasw.  By  this  expression  he  meant  that  the 
water  is  no  longer  salt — a  circumstance  indicated  only 
by  the  diange  in  the  nature  of  the  vegetation,  as  tiie 
tidal  influence  was  felt  at  the  fivtbest  point  reached  on 
this  occasion. 
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The  first  trees,  aa  in  the  Niger,  were  Iot  palma, 
vith  immeuBe  arching  leares  or  branches — eno- 
neoudj  called  bamboo, — from  vhich  the  natives 
extract  the  beat  palm-vine,  called  nimba.  The  long 
ribs  of  the&e  are  used  for  the  roofs  of  huts.  With 
these  trees  are  intermixed  ferns,  the  p€md<mu$, 
and  a  rarietj  of  bushes  and  shrubs  of  small  growth. 
The  foliage  appeared  of  a  healthier  hue;  the  banks, 
though  still  low,  were  firm ;  and  the  richness  of  the 
vegetable  kingdom  increased  rapidly  as  we  adranced, 
especiallj  when  on  leaving  the  narrow  channel  before 
mentioned,  and  passing  the  upper  end  of  the  Jibareh 
Creek,  we  attained  the  principal  object  of  our  little 
excursion— the  main  undivided  river — a  broad  and 
magnificent  stream,  resembling  some  of  the  reaches  of 
the  Niger  below  Ab6h,  and  about  four  or  five  hundred 
yards  wide.  The  banks  at  the  mai^  of  the  water 
were  thickly  covered  with  the  long  grass  peculiar  to 
African  rivers ;  immediately  behind  came  ferns,  patches 
of  plantains,  and  bushes  of  endless  variety  of  form  and 
foliage;  many  in  full  flower,  and  nearly  all  thickly 
matted  with  innumerable  gra(%fol  creepers,  among 
which  some  pretty  oonvohidi  displayed  their  many- 
tinted  blossoms.  Behind  these  rose  the  slender  palm, 
the  cocoa  nut,  and  the  gigantic  bombax,  the  strength 
of  whose  buttresses  enables  it  to  defy  the  rage  of  the 
tornado,  and  to  afford  shelter  and  protection  to  the 
numerous  forest  trees  that  group  around  it.  This  part 
of  the  river  was  said  to  be  a  favourite  haunt  of  hippo- 
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potami  and  alligators,  though  none  of  them  presented 
their  mail-clad  carcases  to  the  InquisitiTC  ejes  of  our 
sportsmen. 

The  afternoon  continued  very  fine,  with  a  refreshing 
breeze  ftom  seaward,  reducing  the  temperature  of  the 
air  to  84°  Fahrenheit ;  that  of  the  water  was  83".  The 
gorgeous  rays  of  a  declining  son,  added  a  tone  of  gaiety 
to  the  surrounding  scenery.  Some  distance  ahead> 
discernible  only  by  the  British  red  ensign  and  the 
sparkling  of  the  dripping  paddles,  JTin^  Bell's  canoe 
glided  rapidly  along  the  left  bank,  his  men  keeping 
time  to  the  wild  notes  of  the  singing  hoy,  which  were 
distinctly  returned  by  the  echo  of  the  opposite  buik. 
Far  behind,  in  the  long  reach,  came  the  canoe  of 
Prince  Beppo,  also  decked  with  a  gay  flag  while  fre- 
quently on  either  side  of  us  litUe  barques,  containing 
each  but  one  cronching  natiTe,  darted  across  the  stream, 
or  along  the  dark  banks,  seeking  shelter  among  the  long 
grass,  alarmed  at  the  novel  appearance  of  white  men 
in  their  hitherto  unexplored  waters.  Soon  some  laige 
huts  were  seen  on  the  banks,  the  property  of  domestic 
slaves  or  freedmen  belonging  to  Bell  or  Aqua,  having 
spacious  clearings  around  them,  cultivated  with  bananas, 
plantains,  cocoas,  &c.,  all  denoting  plenty;  and  the 
cleanliness  of  the  houses  and  the  platforms  in  front  far 
surpassed  the  miserable  hovels  of  the  lean  and  dirty 
"  gentlemen"  on  the  lower  parts  of  the  Niger.  As  we 
advanced,  villages  became  numerous,  and  all  had  a 
comfortable  aspect,   being  built   in  the    neat  style 
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of  the  Oameroons  towna.  Aa  most  of  the  prindpal 
□atdres  vere  in  the  habit  of  trading  vith  the  ships, 
they  frequently  recognised  Mr.  Lilly;  and  the  inqmries 
they  made  Toold  hardly  gire  the  idea  that  we  were 
going  among  ui  oncirilized  people. 

About  three  miles  from  the  apex  of  the  Delta  we 
passed  a  tributary  stream ;  Glasgow  said  it  was 
navigable  as  far  aa  a  place  called  Abo,  which  could  be 
reached  by  sunset. 

Near  this,  on  the  left  bank,  was  a  farm  belonging  to 
one  of  Aqua's  domestic  slares,  Takoh  Ma-Kumboh, 
which  Btmck  as  as  being  placed  in  a  Teiy  favourable 
situation,  for  the  bank  is  high,  and  the  soil,  though 
light,  apparently  productire. 

The  opposite  or  right  bank  was  ^so  gradually 
more  elevated,  and  the  scenery  diversified.  Three 
miles  further  up  we  arrived  at  what  is  said  to  be  the 
shallowest  part  of  the  river :  it  was  there  a  broad  sheet 
of  water,  sii  hundred  yarda  wide,  but  very  deficient  in 
depth  all  over.  However,  in  two  moons,  according  to 
Glasgow'e  statement,  there  would  he  plenty  of  water. 
He  pointed  to  some  grass,  at  least  fifteen  feet  high,  on 
the  right  bank,  over  which  he  said  canoes  paddle 
with  ease  in  the  last  of  the  rainy  season,  at  whidi 
time  a  great  portion  of  the  low  lands  must  be  under 
water. 

A  little  above  this  the  river  becomes  much  nar- 
rower, being  not  more  than  three  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  wide,  with  a  depth,  tliouf^  rarely,  of  eighteen 


^d  by  Google 


SURFBIBB   or   THS  NATIVES.  25 1 

or  twenty  feet  The  stream  is,  in  fact,  divided  by  the 
Wori  Island,  which  is  also  the  commencement  of  the 
coontry  of  that  name,  in  which  a  different  dialect  is 
spoken  from  that  used  bj  the  Oameroons  or  Doalla 
Dation  lover  down.  The  Wori  country  is  celebrated 
for  its  yams,  which  are  taken  down  the  rirer  in  large 
qoantities  for  sale. 

Ab  the  eTening  was  now  fitet  drawing  on,  and  tiie 
current  reiy  stroDg  against  ns,  we  made  the  best  of 
our  way  to  readi  the  town  belonging  to  a  friend  of 
Mr.  liilly,  where  we  proposed  to  sleep.  The  news  of 
our  approach  had  been  spread  by  King  Bell  and  his 
men,  who  frequently  stopped  at  the  farms  and  villages 
on  their  way  up;  so  that  the  banks  were  tiironged 
with  natives,  who  sainted  us  as  we  passed,  with  deafen- 
ing shouts,  screams,  and  laughter;  the  women,  of 
course,  erincing  the  greatest  suiprise  and  delist  at 
the  novelty  of  our  appearance.  With  the  exception 
of  some  Uttle  eminences  of  a  friable  sort  of  sandstone, 
the  country  seemed  here  to  be  level.  When  the  low 
lands  are  overflowed  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to 
retreat  to  these  higher  grounds,  which  they  reach  in 
th^r  canoes,  paddling,  in  fact,  over  their  former  plan- 
tations. They  prepare  for  this  periodical  emeigency 
by  laying  in  a  stock  of  smoked  fish,  and  yams  cut  in 
slices  and  baked,  which  form  a  convenient  provision 
for  migration.  Thus  secured  against  absolute  want 
they  live  in  temporary  huts  until  the  waters  subside, 
and  allow  them  to  return  to  their  former  residences, 


^d  by  Google 


252  ANDAMAKO. 

to  plant  and  reap  for  tiie  aezt  season.  At  six  p.m. 
ve  arrived  at  Bonarpia,  the  landbg-place  or  vharf  of 
a  tovD  called  AndfUnako. 

Here  ve  found  King  Bell  and  his  son  Beppo  wait- 
ing for  us,  having  made  up  their  minds  not  to  go  anj 
further;  and  thej  used  ererj  ai^nment  to  prevail  on 
OB  to  pass  the  night  there,  in  -rhidi  the  chief  of  the 
town  also  joined,  by  offiaring  a  very  cordial  invitation. 
Captain  Allen  was,  however,  anxious  to  profit  by  the 
remaining  daylight  to  reach  the  next  town,  as  it  would 
shorten  the  work  of  the  following  day.  After  a  sof- 
ficient  explanation,  which  waa  almost  unheard  amidst 
the  noise  and  squabbling,  we  pushed  on  to  the  town 
of  Wana  Makembi,  which  we  reached  at  dark,  but 
found  that  the  chief,  Mr.  Lilly's  Mend,  was  absent, 
having  been  summoned  to  a  palaver  at  a  town  higher 
up  the  river,  and  that  his  people  dared  not  entertain 
OS  without  his  sanction.  Ring  Bell  was  unwilling  to 
land  under  these  circumstancee,  as  he  said  he  could 
not  be  received  in  a  manner  becoming  his  dignity. 
We  found  him,  nevertheless,  enjoying  the  hospitality  of 
the  inferior  people,  by  drinking  largely  of  their  palm- 
wine. 

The  sight  of  the  miserable  huts,  which  we  saw  from 
the  boat,  dose  to  the  muddy  bank,  and  the  attacks  of 
myriads  of  musquitos  and  sand-fiies,  made  us  think 
better  of  King  Bell's  advice,  and  regret  not  having 
accepted  the  friendly  invitation  of  the  chief  of  Aud^- 
mako.     We  knew  not  how  we  should  fare  if  we  tried 
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for  a  lodging  forther  up  the  river.  The  men  vere 
tired,  having  palled  all  day  without  resting,  ve 
veie  therefore  uuvilling,  by  pushing  them  too  hard 
on  the  first  day,  to  weaken  them  for  the  second; 
King  Bell,  however,  settled  the  matter,  by  assuring 
U8  there  was  no  town  within  two  hours'  pull  able  to 
afford  us  decent  accommodation.  We  accordingly 
tamed  back,  and  gUded  rapidly  down  with  the  curreat 
to  Bona-pia,  where  we  were  received  by  King  Bell 
and  his  friends,  amid  a  storm  of  umntelligible 
welcome. 

After  the  long  confinement  in  a  cramped  position  in 
the  boat  we  were  glad  to  land;  and  having  provided 
ourselves  with  such  necessaries  from  our  stores  as 
might  conduce  in  some  degree  to  our  comfort — ^where 
so  little  was  to  be  expected — we  bc^;an  our  march 
along  a  well-beaten  path,  at  first  rising  abruptly  from 
&B  bank  of  the  river,  and  afterwards  preserving  a 
gradual  ascent  for  about  half  a  mile.  The  dew  fell 
heavily,  yet,  fatigued  as  we  were,  we  could  not  bat 
enjoy  the  gratification  of  stretching  our  limbs  on  terrd 

Overhead  fiitted  innumerable  fireflies,  and  every 
budi  was  illuminated  by  their  brilliant  coruscations. 
A  few  straggling  roots  across  the  path,  which  caused 
us  now  and  then  to  stumble,  were  the  only  obstacles 
to  OUT  progress;  and  an  easy  walk  of  less  than  half 
an  hour,  brought  us  to  the  residence  of  the  chie^  or 
"  gentleman,"  of  And^ako.     An  immense  concourse 
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of  people  avaited  oar  arrlral,  and  no  sooner  had  ve 
reached  our  destination  than  ve  found  ourselves  en- 
closed in  a  dense  mass  of  men,  vomen,  and  children; 
eren  the  branches  of  the  old  tree  in  the  middle  of  die 
street,  and  in  front  of  the  chief's  house,  vere  loaded 
vith  dark  urchina ;  yet,  eager  as  thej  vere  to  hare  a 
glimpse  of  the  Europeans  in  this  inland  African  vil- 
lage, no  annoying  act  or  insulting  jest  was  indulged  in 
at  our  expense.  We  could  not  help  thinking  of  the 
difierence  in  this  respect  betveen  these  untutored 
savages  and  the  mobocracj/  of  civilized  hrnds. 

When  the  ceremonial  for  our  reception  was  com- 
pleted, the  crowd  gave  way,  and  the  chie^  a  power- 
fully-bnilt  <M  man,  whose  grey  wool  "  told  of  many  a 
scorching  summer's  sun,"  came  forward  and  con- 
dncted  as  to  seats  in  front  of  his  own  door;  a  chair 
was  placed  for  Oapttun  Allen  in  the  c^itre,  Mr.  Litlj 
and  King  Bell  being  provided  with  stools  on  each 
aide;  the  rest  of  the  party  had  to  accommodate  them- 
selves on  a  bug  piece  of  timber,  taking  precedence  of 
the  sable  warriors  who  fi»med  the  escort  By  this 
arrangement  we  had  the  advantage  of  keeping  the 
crowd  in  frvnt,  and  at  on  agreeable  distance,  considering 
the  peculiarly  sbtrng  odour  which  emanates  from  masses 
of  coloured  people.  The  red  glare  of  a  large  palm- 
oil  lamp,  fized  to  the  wall  immediately  behind  as, 
played  upon  the  moving  assemblage  of  black  skins, 
causing  the  deep  shades  of  night  to  fall  in  still  deeper 
tone  in  the  back-ground,  and  producing,  by  the  lurid 
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picture  of  the  most  unique  description. 

After  waiting  a  considerable  time, — during  which 
the  good-natured  people  endearoured  to  amuse  us  by 
playing  sundry  tricks  with  a  poor  idiot, — a  sub- 
stantial repast  was  serred  up  on  a  long  chest,  the 
utility  of  which  was  undeniable,  aa,  according  to  nattve 
custom,  after  baring  been  the  "  cnstos"  of  its  owner's 
riches  daring  his  life,  it  was  destined  to  be  4^e  deposi- 
tory of  hia  mortal  remama,  when  obliged  by  the 
uniYeraal  enemy  to  relinquish  hia  "grip  on  this  world's 
gear."  Whether  this  particular  cofFur  had  aa  yet 
fignred  in  the  capacity  either  of  a  traaanry  or  a  cofft'r^ 
it  would  be  impoBaible  to  say,  bat  it  served  perfectly 
well  as  a  table;  nor  did  the  state  of  our  appetite  per- 
mit OS  to  enter  into  the  inquiry. 

The  supper  waa  composed  prindpally  of  stews  of 
goat's  flesh,  mutton,  fowls,  plantains,  yams,  and  other 
viands,  some  prepared  with  palm-dl,  and  othoB  with- 
out,— at  our  express  desire ;  though  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  the  pure  fresh  oil,  which  is  a  constant  in- 
gredient in  native  cookery,  is  much  more  palatable 
than  its  appearance  would  indicate,  and  it  is  said 
moreover  to  be  extremely  wholesome. 

King  Bell  took  merely  a  glass  of  grog  to  keep  us 
company,  refusing  to  sup  untU  we  had  finished,  out  of 
compliment  to  white  men ;  but  when  he  b^^,  he 
rapidly  made  up  for  lost  time,  by  a  well-directed 
attack  on  an  unple  calabash  of  stew  prepared  for  his 
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especial  appetite.  Id  appeasiDg  bis  hunger,  howerer, 
he  showed  himself  mindful  of  the  vants  of  his  Euthfol 
attendants,  by  pitching  to  them,  from  time  to  time,  a 
bone  or  a  morsel  of  meat,  which  "  largesse"  coming 
direct  from  the  royal  huid,  was  the  more  acceptable. 
There  was  no  unseemly  scrambling  for  his  Majesty's 
favour,  erery  one  appeared  to  know  for  whom  the 
mouthful  was  intended,  by  the  direction  it  took,  in  its 
progress  oyer  their  heads. 

Supper  being  ended,  every  thing  was  cleared  away, 
jj^nto  of  Tarionskindswere  assembled  on  the  coffinj  and 
althongh  we  all  felt  weary  and  sleepy,  we  were  obliged 
to  submit  to  some  potations,  and  a  long  palaver  on 
the  subject  of  onr  visit  to  that  part  of  the  river,  aa 
well  as  to  listen  with  patimce  to  tiie  evidently  muti- 
lated translation  of  the  eloquence  and  lengthy  ail- 
ments of  the  noisy  council,  whose  loquacity  was  not 
at  all  restricted  by  the  libations  consequent  on  the 
reception  of  white  visitors. 

At  last,  after  an  hour's  hard  battle — ^in  words — 
between  King  Bell  and  the  "  gentleman"  of  the  town, 
and  one  or  two  of  the  most  notable  wiseheads,  it  was 
resolved  that  a  fetiche  should  determine  whether  it 
was  proper  for  our  party  to  continne  the  investigation 
up  the  river,  or  return  by  the  same  ronte  i — ^without  any 
reference  to  the  wishes  of  those  most  interested. 

The  ceremony — over  which  we  could  eiert  no 
influence — having  been  duly  performed,  it  seemed  to 
have  been    decided,  without   possibility   of  appeal, 
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that  the  excoraiou  was  at  an  end.  Captain  AUeo 
quietly  ventured  to  ezprem  an  opposite  deter- 
mination ;  but  as  it  vaa  thought  the  maer  course 
would  be,  not  to  waste  the  precioQS  hours  of  deep  in 
useless  dispute,  he  deferred  till  the  morrow  should 
enable  him  to  execute  his  purpose,  in  despite  of  the 
sacred  fetiche. 

In  the  meantime, '  to  divert  their  attention,  and  cut 
short  the  discussion,  a  rocket  was  ordered  to  be  fired, 
whidi  piwlucod  the  mingled  eSect  of  admiration  and 
fear,  on  brains  already  bewildered  by  potions  long  and 
deep. 

After  strolling  up  and  down  the  clean  street  for 
some  time,  to  obtain  a  little  fresh  air,  Captain  Allen 
tamed  into  the  chiefs  hut,  which  had  been  ^)ecially 
vacated  for  his  reception;  and  was  large,  and 
apparentij  dean ;  but  it  was  in  vain  to  tiy  and 
sleep ;  the  continual  noise  of  the  lingering  gossips 
outside,  the  scampering  of  the  rats  overhead  and 
around,  the  buzzing  and  tickling  of  innumerable  sand- 
flies and  mnaquitos,  and  the  many  salient  points  <^ 
the  bamboo  frame,  which,  covered  by  a  mat,  formed 
the  couch :  all  these  were  sufficient  to  banish  sleep, 
and  make  us  long  for  the  morning,  to  enable  ns  to 
proceed  on  our  little  voyage.  Other  quarters  were  pre- 
pared for  Mr.  Lilly,  Terry,  and  StirUng;  but  the  two 
latter  after  a  short  trial,  preferred  sleeping  in  a  tree. 

When  daylight  at  length  arrived,  we  proposed  to 
Eitig  Bell,  to  start  before  the  sun  should  attain  much 
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pover ;  bat  he  dedared  that  his  people  could  not  pell 
without  breakfast,  and  the  preparatioDS  of  this  meal 
was  delayed  bj  a  Tariety  of  untoward  circumatances  ; 
among  which,  not  the  least  important  was  the  pei^ 
Tersitj  of  the  deroted  goat,  which  required  to  be 
caught  three  or  four  times  before  it  would  allow  itaelf 
to  be  killed,  Bkinoed,  and  stewed;  so  that  by  the 
time  this  reiy  important  affair  was  dispatched,  and  we 
had  taken  leave  of  the  kind  host,  it  was  nine  o'clock. 

On  our  way  to  the  boat,  we  were  met  by  a  number 
of  men  urmed  with  muskets,  who  saluted  us  very 
civilly  Id  passing,  but  previously  to  our  embarkation 
they  surrounded  Mr.  Lilly,  and  King  Bell,  whom  they 
engaged  in  a  very  animated  discussion,  on  the  subject 
of  our  further  advance.  At  times  the  palaver  seemed 
to  go  on  smoothly  enough,  at  others  the  interlocutors 
broke  out  into  passionate  exclamations  and  the  wildest 
gestures,  which  being  simultaneously  responded  to  on 
the  part  of  the  bystanders,  showed  them  to  be  unanimous 
in  their  unreasonable  stipulations.  Our  apprehensions 
for  Mr.  Lilly's  safety,  were  allayed  by  his  perfectly 
composed  demeanour,  as  he  stood  in  the  centre  of  this, 
apparently,  angry  group. 

On  reaching  the  boat,  he  explained  that  these 
people  had  come  from  the  towns  above,  to  inform  m 
that  if  we  proceeded  on  our  voyage,  we  should  meet 
with  a  very  bad  and  savage  set  of  men,  from  whom 
our  lives  would  be  in  the  greatest  danger.  The  orator 
added,  that  since  the  white  men  had  come  to  their 


^d  by  Google 


OFFIOIOUB  FB1BND8.  2S9 

oonntrj,  Uiej  considered  their  honour  pledged  for  oar 
safety,  and  therefore  thej  could  not  suffer  us  to  expose 
oorselTes  to  such  peril;  but  that  if  we  were  obetinafe, 
and  would  not  take  Taming  of  our  best  and  varmest 
friends,  thej  vould  be  reduced  to  the  disagreeable 
necessitj  of  shooting  us  themselves,  in  order  to  save 
U0  and  them,  from  the  disgrace  and  mortification  of 
oor  being  killed  bj  bnshmen. 

The  sum  and  substance  of  all  this,  vas  a  jealousy 
of  our  becoming  acqnainted  with  the  river ;  and  dread, 
that  if  they  allowed  us  to  penetrate  beyond  their 
territory,  their  neighbours  would  participate  in  the 
advantages  of  intercourse  with  the  white  men.  It 
was  quite  evident,  that  if  they  were  determined  to 
carry  their  merest  intentions  into  effect,  we  had  not 
sufiScient  grounds  to  justify  our  objection.  However, 
Captain  Allen  thought  it  better  to  treat  the  affair  in  a 
cavalier  manner;  so,  laughed  at  their  fears  for  our  safety, 
and  said  that  oor  present  object  was  merely  to  go  as 
far  as  the  upper  end  of  Wnri  Island,  which  we  were 
resolved  to  do,  but  that  we  might  possibly  return  with 
the  fire-ship,  and  then  we  wosld  see  who  would  dare 
to  stop  a  white  man,  and  the  Qneen  of  England's  ship. 

The  people  assembled  on  the  bank,  then  gave  three 
loud  shouts,  whether  in  acquiescence  or  defiance  we 
could  not  learn  ;  bat  they  suffered  us  to  pass  on  un- 
molested.  The  men  on  Wori  Island  likewise  expressed 
anxiety  tlaaat  our  intentions,  and  all  asked  if  we 
were  going  to  the  Bndiman's  country.   Some  appeared 
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satufied  with  our  aaswen,  others  endearoored  to  8t(^ 
us  bj  remonstraDces  and  angry  geaticolatioiiB.  Amid 
all  this  hubbub,  we  were  much  amused  with  the  nofi- 
cheUance  of  our  pilot  "  Massa  Glasgow,"  who  steered 
on  our  course  steadilj,  without  ooDdesceDtUng  to  repeat 
his  answers. 

Wori  Island  is  about  fire  and  a  half  miles  in  length, 
by  about  three  in  width.  It  is  beautifully  wooded 
with  a  great  variety  of  trees,  among  which  the  mag- 
nificent bombax  stands  forth  the  monarch  of  aU.  The 
banks  are  steep  and  high  on  the  immediate  border  of 
the  rirer,  but  the  ground  within  is  rery  low  and 
swampy.  This  enables  the  natires  to  catch  fish  in  a 
rery  simple  manner,  by  cutting  vide  trenches  through 
the  bank,  so  that  when  the  water  rises  in  the  rirer,  it 
flows  by  these  channels  to  the  low  ground  behind, 
forming  large  bauus,  into  which  great  quantities  of 
fish  find  their  way,  and  are  retained  by  means  of  the 
sluices.  When  the  river  falls  the  water  is  let  off 
again,  a  net  baring  preriously  been  placed  across  the 
aperture,  by  which  means  the  exit  of  the  finny  pri- 
soners is  effectually  prevented.  Another  method  of 
fishing  is  practased  on  this  river  as  well  as  on  the 
Lower  Niger.  A  large  wicker  enclosore  is  laid  out 
dose  to  the  bank,  having  a  sliding  door  at  the  outer 
side,  and  bait  within  :  a  person  watches  from  a  stage 
or  litUe  hut,  built  dose  to  the  basket  or  endosore,  and 
when  he  sees  that  a  fish  has  entered,  and  is  &irly 
engaged  with  the  but^  he  lets  &11  the  sliding-door,  and 
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pierenta  the  retreat  of  hia  prey.  The  island  Beamed  to 
be  very  thicUj  populated,  bat  chiefij  on  the  banks ; 
the  huts  forming  a  continaoDs  toim  for  nearlj  half  of 
its  drcoit,  at  the  upper  end.  The  people  gathered  in 
CFOwda  at  eretj  landing-place,  inriting  ub  to  come  on 
ahore ;  and  the  young  vomen  and  children,  accompanied 
OB  for  some  distanoee,  running  along  the  banka. 

We  noticed  eome  giria  who  were  beautiliilly  formed — 
the  graceful  action  of  their  limbs  in  running  being  un- 
impeded bj  any  garment;  thon^  they  appeared  to 
appreciate  the  value  of  ornament,  &om  the  tasteful 
way  in  which  their  heads  wei^  decorated  with  large 
beads,  kc  On  reaching  the  npper  end  of  Wuti  Island 
we  turned  into  the  Ebonjeh  Creek,  which  separates  it 
&om  the  main  land  on  the  left  bank.  This  creek  or 
branch  is  much  narrower  than  the  other.  The  banks 
were  here  also  crowded  with  the  inquisitiTe  mttives, 
who  ran  along  shouting  and  waving  for  as  to  land. 
Passing  rapidly  down  with  the  current,  we  soon  re- 
joined tiie  main  streanL 

The  pilot  baring  asserted  that  the  town  of  Abo — at 
the  Bonrce  of  the  Yabiimg  Rirer — the  little  affluent  we 
had  passed  in  going  up,  was  at  a  distance  of  only  six 
hours,  and  navigable  for  canoes,  it  was  considered  ad- 
visable to  examine  it,  espedally  aa  we  had  the  benefit  of 
a  little  flood-tide.  This  stream  is  not  so  broad  aa  the 
other,  being  only  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  yards 
wide;  and  at  a  distance  of  six  milea,  it  is  divided  by  a 
.  bw  woody  island.    We  were  obliged  to  take  the 
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nanovest  channel,  the  other  being  blocked  up  bj  laige 
trees  throvn  across,  to  impede  the  progress  of  hoetile 
canoes.  The  branch  ve  entered  vas  bo  straightened, 
that  in  some  places,  had  ve  been  using  oars  instead  of 
paddles,  they  would  have  touched  the  boughs  of  the 
trees,  vhich  stretch  ont  a  verj  considerable  distance 
from  the  banks  on  the  east  side.  It  was  fiiU  of  anaga, 
or  tmnka  of  trees,  against  one  of  vhich  our  boat  struck 
so  Tiolentlj,  ve  thought  there  must  be  a  hole  knocked 
in  the  bottom,  as  the  vater  mshed  in  yeiy  bat,  but  it 
proved  onlj  to  have  been  the  plug  forced  out  The 
smell  in  this  creek  was  very  offensiTe,  from  the  quantity 
of  decayed  vegetable  matter  on  the  banks,  that  in 
some  parts  were  thickly  matted  with  creeping  plants : 
these  afforded  hiding-places  for  canoes,  which  were 
drawn  into  their  leafy  retreat  by  a  small  aperture 
among  the  taug^  underwood,  like  the  opening  to  a 
nest  We  were  very  happy  to  get  to  the  main  stream 
above  the  island,  but  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  a 
heavy  shower  of  rain  obliged  ns  to  take  shelter  in  a 
hut  at  the  foot  of  a  hill.  As  there  seemed  to  be  little 
prospect  of  ite  clearing  up,  a  man  was  sent  to  re- 
connoitre a  village  called  Kokki,  which  Qla^w  said 
was  at  a  ^rt  distance;  and  having  ascertained  that 
we  could  be  accommodated,  we  reaolved  on  pasedog 
tlie  night  there,  with  the  view,  if  possible,  of  going 
forwai'd  to  Abo  in  the  morning. 

The  walk  up  to  the  village,  lay  through  a  beautiful 
and  well-cultivated  country,  in  which  partial  dearings 


^d  by  Google 


A   NATIYB   "WAIE.  263 

had  left  some  fine  groaps  of  trees.  We  found  the 
chief  in  great  distress  at  the  loss  of  one  of  his  vives, 
■who  had  died  that  momiDg  while  he  vas  out  shooting. 
We  saw  a  rery  large  and  rare  antelope  which  he  had 
brought  home,  Atit.  Evrycenta.  During  the  interrab  of 
his  Ttuling,  he  drove  a  hard  bargain  for  the  hools  and 
horns  of  the  animal,  which  were  all  he  could  be  pre- 
raOed  on  to  part  with.  This  Tillage  was,  like  the 
others,  compoeed  of  neat  hnts  on  each  side  of  a  toler- 
ably wide  and  stnught  street,  which  had  also  the  ad' 
vantage  of  being  clean  swept.  The  cooking-houses 
were  all  detached,  and  being  open  at  the  side,  we  pre- 
ferred sleeping  in  them,  rather  than  suffer  the  confine- 
ment of  the  close  hnts;  and  we  should  probablj  hare 
enjoyed  a  good  night's  rest,  after  the  subatantial  repast 
prepared  for  ub,  had  it  not  been  for  the  incessant 
howling  of  the  women,  who,  "h.  I'lrlandaise,"  were  hold- 
ing a  wake  over  the  dead  body  of  the  chief's  wife. 

The  following  morning  proved  cold  and  fo^y, 
and  as  the  river  had  become  very  narrow,  with  rank 
vegetation  on  its  banks,  from  which  a  noxious  vapour 
was  rising,  it  was  not  thought  prudent  to  venture 
any  further,  and  we  conunenced  our  return  to  the 
'  Wilberforce.*  The  town  of  Abo,  which  we  had 
wished  to  reach,  was  said  to  be  about  four  hours' 
passage  higher  up,  and  to  be  situated  near  some  rocks, 
over  which  the  river  Yabiing  falls  about  fifty  feet,  as 
well  as  we  could  understand  from  the  imperfect  de- 
scription of  the  natives.     We  were  informed  of  a 
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mouDtuD  at  the  distance  of  four  hours  orerland,  in  a 
direction  W-N-W.,  called  Wahpaki,  vith  a  tovn  of  the 
same  name,  which  is  doubtless  at  the  back  of  the 
CameroonB,  There  the  Bimbia  people  also  said  thej  frere 
acquainted  vith  a  place  of  that  name.  A  man  in  a 
canoe  orertook  us  with  a  message  &om  its  chief,  who 
wished  ns  to  pay  him  a  visit;  he  said  that  he  had 
started  before  "  the  first  cock  spe^"  i.e.,  before  day- 
light, which  agrees  In  distance  with  the  account  given 
at  KokkL  llie  messenger  pressed  as  very  much  to 
return,  as  his  master  would  be  greatly  disappointed  at 
the  white  man  c<miing  so  near  fais  town,  and  not 
visiting  him.  We  sent  him,  howerer,  a  small  pre- 
sent, which  was  the  object  of  his  solicitude,  and  the 
emissary  went  away  quite  contented.  We  rapidly 
descended  the  river,  passing  through  Jibareh  Greek, 
which  we  had  in  rain  attempted  to  go  through  in  the 
'  Wilberforce,'  and  reached  our  vessel  soon  after  ten 
o'clock.  Although,  on  this  little  voyage,  we  did  not 
reach  a  greater  distance  &om  the  sea  than  forty  milee, 
the  object  Captain  Allen  had  in  view  was  attained — 
viz..,  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  magnitude  of  the 
river,  by  arriving  at  the  mtun  undivided  trunk,  which 
is  only  eight  miles  above  Bell's  Town,  and  httle  less 
than  twenty  from  the  sea.  Indeed  the  real  left 'bank 
of  the  river  comes  down  as  far  as  that  settlement, 
which  is  on  an  elevation  of  fifty  feet  above  the  river. 

Hie  opposite  shore  has  a  ledge  of  rocks,  visible  at 
low  water,  corresponding  with  the  compact  sandstone 
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at  the  base  of  the  clifis,  which  Tould  lead  to  the  sup- 
position that  the  original  banks  of  the  river  reached 
as  far  aa  this  on  both  sides.  It  is  nov,  however,  low 
and  covered  with  mangrove  trees,  as  are  all  the  islands 
within  twenty  miles  of  the  sea. 

Thej  seem,  indeed,  to  be  in  process  of  forming  a 
little  delta,  which  maj  fill  up  the  estaary,  and  thns 
regain  firom  the  encroachments  of  the  sea,  what  may 
have  been  sabmei^ed  by  some  convolsion,  of  volcanic 
agency,  in  the  neighbouring  mountain  range. 

The  fine  estuary  of  the  Oameroons  is  the  common 
receptacle  of  several  streams ;  and  owes  it  names  to 
the  Portuguese,  who  called  the  extreme  point  Oape 
Camerones,  &om  the  vast  quantity  of  small  shrimps 
found  there.  This  name  has  been  extended  to  the 
principal  river  which  falls  into  it,  but  the  natives,  as 
is  usually  the  case,  give  to  it  that  of  the  countries 
through  which  it  flows.  Thus  at  Bell's  Town,  it  is 
called  the  M^diba  ma  Dualla;  higher  up  it  is  the 
Hadiba  ma  Wuri,  &c.. 

Although  a  beautiM  river,  it  is  not  to  be  compared 
with  the  Niger.  Its  average  breadth  above  the  man- 
groves is  about  four  hundred  yards,  as  far  as  we  reached. 
In  the  dry  season,  this  portion  (^  the  river  varies 
in  depth  from  two  to  twenty  feet,  though  we  rarely 
had  more  than  eight  feet;  but  when  flooded  there 
would  be  water  enough  for  vessels  of  any  draught. 
From  the  accounts,  however,  of  several  intelligent 
natives,   the  navigation   is  obstmcted  by   rocks  at 
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Banem,  about  fift^  miles  irom  the  frirtliest  point  ve 
reached,  or  ninetj  miles  from  the  eea;  bat  beyond 
these  rocks  the  river  "goes  on"  for  many  days* 
according  to  the  pilot  Glasgow's  statement,  though 
be  could  give  no  further  information  about  it. 

The  Oameroons  RiTer  has  tvo  tributaries  on  the 
right  bank;  cue  the  Yabi^g,  vhich  we  explored  a 
dort  way  up,  and  anotber,  about  twenty-five  miles 
above  Wana  Makembi's  Town.  They  are  both  said 
to  have  their  source  in,  or  to  fall  oyer,  rocks  about 
fifty  feet  high.  There  is  also  a  small  stream  which 
falls  into  Ebonjeb  Oreek,  said  to  come  fix)m  Duka- 
bakin,  about  four  hours'  voyage  up  it. 

It  had  been  suppcsed,  that  besides  the  so-called 
Cameroons,  a  large  river, — the  Malimba,  fell  into  this 
estuary ;  but  all  the  natives  agreed  in  saying,  that  it 
is  but  a  divergent  creek  from  the  Qna-qua  river,  which 
comes  from  the  eastward.  Our  pilot,  Massa  Glasgow, 
asserted  that  tbough  the  latter  has  more  mangroves,  it 
is  of  less  maguitude  than  the  Wuri  or  Dualla.  It  is 
also  obstructed  by  rocks,  at  about  the  same  distance 
from  the  sea.  He  told  us  the  king  of  all  the  Qaa-qua 
country  resides  at  a  place  called  Longaasi,  about  eighty 
miles  up  the  river.  Thus  it  would  appear  from  all 
the  accounts  we  received,  that  there  is  a  range  of  hills 
extending  from  the  Oameroons  mountains  to  the  east- 
ward; ortiiat  there  is  a  high  table-land  at  about  one 
hundred  miles  from  the  sea-coast,  since  the  natives 
said  of  the  four  streams,  that  they  all  fall  over  rocks 
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about  fifty  feet  high.  GircainataiiGes  prevonted  oar 
exploring  the  Qoa^qua. 

Besides  tho  two  rivers  just  mentioned — ^tbe  Dualla 
and  the  Qua-qua — some  creeks  emptj  themselTos  into 
the  estuaij,  viz.  the  B6maDo,  Mongo,  and  Bitnbia, 
which  are  merelj  the  drains  of  the  high  mountain 
range  bounding  the  western  side  of  the  estuary. 

With  one  exception,  all  the  natirea  declared  that 
there  is  no  water  communication  from  the  estuary  of 
the  Cameroons  round  the  mountain,  to  the  Rio  del 
Rey,  or  Rumby  River.  Young  Naka  alone  stud,  "  If 
you  slave  for  twenty  days  in  s  canoe,  you  can  go 
round  to  Balondo  on  the  Rumby  River;"  but  on  con- 
fronting him  with  all  the  principal  traders,  ho  ac- 
knowledged, that  being  only  "  a  little  boy" — about 
twenty-five  years  old, — he  could  not  speak  ftxjm  expe- 
rience ;  he  had  only  heard  it  from  others.  These 
traders — chief  men — all  asserted  that  the  water  stops 
at  Balling,  about  thirty  miles  up  the  Bimbia  River, 
where  there  are  high  hills,  rocks,  and  springs  of  water. 
There  are  plenty  of  elephants  in  the  woods.  The 
Mongo  and  Baliing  people  go  over  the  hills  by  way  of 
Ekombah  and  Ebonjeh,  to  Balondo  on  the  Rumby 
River;  or  by  taking  another  route  from  Ebonjeh  to 
Bamboko,  on  the  western  base  of  the  mountain.  The 
communication  is  very  difficult,  on  account  of  the 
hilly  and  woody  nature  of  the  country  ;  and  it  must 
be  lofty,  as  they  said  it  was  very  cold.  Some  of  them 
stated  that  the  River  Rnmby  tenninates  at  Balondo. 
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May  10th. — We  vent  on  shore  to  take  angles  for  the 
Borrej  of  the  channel,  and  a  set  of  ma^etical  obserra- 
tions*.  The  latter  were  made  on  the  cliff  near  Lill/e 
palm-tree ;  but  the  operations  were  interrupted  bj  a 
tornado. 


*  The  geological  character  of  eftch  baok  of  the  Cameroons  river — 
more  properly  the  Midiba  ma  Daalla—ia  quite  distinct.  While  tbe 
right  is  tinifonnly  low  gwampy  land  for  Bereral  milee  toirarda  the 
hase  of  the  monntaio,  coTeied  in  moet  parte  with  mangroTea^  and  in- 
tersected by  Dnmerons  oreeka',  the  left  bank  riaea  at  once  from  the 
waterride  to  the  height  of  aboQt  fifty  feet.  It  ie  conglomente  of 
recent  age,  cont^ning  partlclea  of  qnartE,  aboat  the  uze  of  a  walnot ; 
■mall  fragments  of  irhitish  mica,  and  of  maasea  of  red  eandatone,  aome 
of  which  roeasnred  four  feet ;  the  whole,  held  in  combination,  by  a 
light  brown  clay.  The  atretification  is  horizontal,  the  thiclmeae  of 
the  beds  Tsrying  from  a  few  inchea  to  aeTeral  feet,  in  which  I  conld 
not  detect  any  fosnl  remains. 

These  fragments  of  sandstone  are  composed  of  particles  of  quarts 
held  together  by  oxide  of  iron.  The  iron  ore  is  also  found  in  small 
fieeures  of  the  mase,  which  are  about  0*6  of  an  inch  in  thickness, 
IntersecUng  it  in  evei;  direction.  It  is  not  oncommon  to  see  the  iron 
ore  chemically  combined  with  elaj,  in  compact  maaeee  of  the  eiie  of 
several  square  ioches. 

The  influence  of  this  abundance  of  iron  ore  on  the  magnetic  needle 
would  be  greatest  at  the  base  of  the  cliff;  yet  it  waa  found  to  be  so 
strong  on  the  stirbce,  as  to  produce  diSerent  remits  in  obeerratiMis 
made  only  a  few  yards  apart.  -  M.  Boecher's  Qtologiad  M.S. 

■  The  opposite  bank  has  a  ledge  of  rocks  Tisible  only  at  low  water, 
correaponding  in  appearance  with  the  compact  massee  of  sandEtone  at 
the  base  of  the  cliff  on  the  left  bank.  This  may  lead  to  the  enppod- 
tion  that  the  real  or  dilavial  right  bank  has  fbrmeriy  reached  equally 
bi  as  its  oppoute,  but  has  been  Bnhmei:ged  by  some  couTnlaon  of  its 
anciently  unqniet  neighbour,  the  mountain.  The  river  seems  now  in 
process  of  reconstructing  its  Uuk— so  ruthlessly  destroyed—by  the 
fbrmation  of  a  delta.~~W.  A. 
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On  the  BuppressioD  of  the  Slave  Trade,  the  OaioaroonB 
toTDB  rose  rapidly  into  importance  by  the  export  of 
palm-oil;  and  for  some  yeara  there  waa  a  floDiisfaing 
trade,  which  might  be  increased  to  any  amount,  if  the 
energies  of  the  people  were  eqnal  to  the  resonrceB  of 
the  coontry,  and  the  favourable  position  of  the  place. 
It  had,  however,  recently  been  on  the  decline,  owing  to 
the  listleasnesB  and  rapacity  of  the  people  and  chiefs, 
who  are  aa  insolent  as  they  are  exacting.  This  is  pro- 
bably the  result  of,  to  them,  a  useless  prosperity,  since 
they  appear  to  be  gorged  with  wealth,  of  which  they 
□either  feel  the  want  nor  comprehend  the  use.  The 
natorally  dilatory  transactions  of  the  native  traders, 
are  prolonged  with  a  frandulent  intention.  Thus  the 
practice  appears  to  be,  on  the  arrival  of  a  ship,  to  trust 
the  goods  in  advance  to  purchase  a  cargo,  originally 
with  the  view  of  forestalling  other  ships;  but  as 
this  becomes  general  there  is  occasionally  a  regular 
scramble  for  the  palm-oil  b£  it  is  brought  down  the 
river  in  canoes.  The  delay  is  most  injurious,  and 
sometimes  the  captain  falls  a  sacrifice  to  the  climate  or 
to  disappointment,  when  his  death  is  considered  by  the 
natives  to  absolve  them  from  all  obligations.  The 
mate  not  being  able  to  procure  hia  cargt^  takes  away 
an  empty  ship.  This  gives  rise  to  arbitrary  and  sum- 
mary proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  whites,  and  con- 
tinual disputes ; — "  bad  bobs."  Some  of  theee  Captain 
Allen  had  to  settle ;  but  in  one  case  his  decision  was 
reversed  by  a  fight  on  shore,  in  which  there  was  gain 
to  both  parties  of  numerous  broken  heads. 
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In  a  position  so  adraatageons  for  commerce,  it  is 
Yerj  desirable  that  it  should  be  pat  on  a  better  footing 
bj  the  interference  of  our  OoTemment,  bj  establishing 
some  authority  to  enforce  each  "  simple  regulations,  as 
without  throwing  an  impediment  in  the  vaj  of  trade, 
might  afford  protection  to  the  merchants  against  the 
extortion  of  the  natiyes,  and  enable  them  to  recorer 
their  just  debts ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  should 
secure  the  natirea  against  arbitrarj  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  the  whites,  by  preventing  the  necessity  of 
having  reooorse  to  them*." 

The  inhabitants  have  made  some  advance  towards 
civilization,  but  they  now  appear  to  be  stationary,  and 
without  some  fresh  stimulus  will  retrograde.  Mis- 
sionaries would  probably  find  this  a  promising  field  for 
their  labours;  and  A'Lobah, — King  Bell — assured  na 
that  he  would  afford  a  kind  reception  and  assistance, 
if  any  would  settle  at  his  town  and  teach  his  people. 

The  women  appear  to  be  more  industrious  than  the 
men,  and  employ  themselves  in  weaving  very  fine  and 
beautifully-coloured  grass  cloths,  about  three-quarters 
of  a  yard  wide.  They  have  dye-woods  which  produce 
the  richest  shades  of  red,  crimson,  yellow,  and  blue, 
and  would  form  most  important  articles  of  export,  could 
the  people  be  induced  to  coUect  them  on  a  large  scala 

There  are  here  two  rival  towns  almost  adjoining 
being  separated  only  by  a  Uttle  ravine.  The  lower  is 
King  Bdl's  town,  the  other  is  governed  by  "King 

*  Cspt^n  W.  AUen'i  diapateb  to  Lord  Staoley,  IBth  May,  1M2. 
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Aqua,"  vbo  likevise  can  boast  of  a  large  and  vell-boilt 
house,  with  the  Dome  "  Eing  Aqua"  on  a  board  hung 
upfflde-down  otct  the  door,  ■which  was  generallj  kept 
locked.  He  residee  in  a  hat  on  tiie  beach,  vhich  also 
is  kept  dean,  and  in  very  nice  order. 

This  potentate  came  on  board  to  see  ns.  He  vas 
a  fine  old  man,  more  dignified  in  hia  manners  than  his 
younger  rival  Bell,  and  less  importunate.  He  -wore  a 
scarlet  great-coat,  and  a  r^al  crovn  made  of  tinsel, 
the  globe  and  cross  of  vhich,  having  been  broken  off, 
were  lashed  on  vith  ropeyam.  We  made  a  aimilar 
treaty  with  him  to  suppress  the  practice  of  human 
sacrifice,  tbongh  Aqua  irankly  told  us  that  the  "  Chop 
head  bob  was  set,  long  time  'go."  It  did  not  take 
place  on  his  father's  death,  and  he  believed  it  never 
vould  again.  Hovever,  it  was  better  to  bind  him  and 
his  headmen  by  a  regular  agreement,  which  cost  only 
a  very  trifling  present.  He  seemed  to  know  exactly 
the  articles  which  had  been  given  to  Bell,  and  stipu- 
lated for  the  same.  The  first  thing  he  showed  anxiety 
to  possws,  was  the  magnetic  toy,  of  ducks  and  fish  ; 
which  excited  never-ending  wonder  and  admiration. 
Some  of  hia  slaves  said  they  came  from  a  country 
where  there  are  white  or  yellow  men,  and  horses: 
otbera  from  a  forest  district  where  their  neighbours 
make  a  battw,  and  catch  the  poor  natives,  in 
crowds. 

Since  we  last  saw  Bell  he  bad  been  np  to  Makimbo 
to  buy  goats.    He  met  the  chief  of  B&dimaa,  with 
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a  great  many  of  his  bushmeo,  vfao  made  a  "  bad  bob" 
with  him,  for  having  taken  ihe  white  men  avaj  without 
letting  him  see  them.  Thej  had  an  angry  "palaver," 
which,  however,  was  "set"  amicably  by  the  distribu- 
tion of  sundry  bottles  of  mm  and  a  few  yards  of  cloth. 

May  \\&i. — Some  slight  cases  of  fever  made  us 
anxious  to  retnni  to  our  healthy  Bay  of  Amboises. 
Weigbed  at  daylight,  and  having  previously  surveyed 
the  channel  in  the  real  river,  we  continued  it  over  the 
flats  in  the  estuary,  until  we  had  connected  it  with 
Captain  Yidal's  excellent  survey.  Mr.  LiUey,  who  was 
coming  away  at  the  same  time  with  a  pabn-oil  ship 
and  a  schooner,  kindly  anchored  them  wherever  we 
wished,  to  serve  as  stations  for  our  operations. 

The  swell,  or  tomultaoas  heaving  of  the  water,  is 
here  BOmetimee  very  great.  The  day  the  'Soudan' 
passed  out,  over  the  shallows,  although  there  was  scarce 
a  breath  of  wind  stirring,  the  long  rolling  swell  was 
greater  than  we  have  almost  any  where  else  seen ;  and  - 
Nako,  the  pilot,  said,  if  ships  are  suddenly  becalmed 
here,  they  are  in  great  danger,  unless  well  provided 
with  anchors  and  cables. 

May  \Wi. — We  anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Amboises, 
near  the  island  Mdndoleh.  Found  the  '  Soudan'  lying 
here  all  well;  Mr.  Anderson,  second  master,  had  re- 
covered, under  the  re&eshing  influence  of  the  sea- 
breeze  and  cool  land-wind,  which  are  hardly  ever 
failing  in  this  beautifdl  bay ;  our  few  cases  of  fever 
rapidly  gave  way  to  their  bracing  eflTect. 
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B&7  of  AmbolMs  — Mongo  iii&-Lobah ;  probabl;  the  "  Chariot  of  the 
Goda"  of  Hanno— An  amnaiDg  ohase — Abobbi,  or  Finite  Isle— 
Difficult;  of  the  ascent— The  inhabitants  of  the  Amboiees— Their 
language— Dam  eh — Mdndoleh—Geological  formation— The  Chief 
of  the  Woody  HiU— The  purple-crested  p]anlun-eat«i^King  Will 
— UotbI  displeaaure— Bad  bobs  or  palKTeis— Bimbia  Island— Phy- 
sical characteristics  of  the  Bimbiaus— Supenti tion— Ideas  of  white 
doctors — Bimbian  miuical  instruments  and  raoalo — Return  to 
Clarence  Cove— ELnqniries  made  as  to  the  fate  of  Mr.  Carr — Young 
Glorio— Edeeyah  dance — Visit  George's  Bay — Natives — Topi  or 
palm~wine — Edeeyah  females- Hode  of  communicating  bymnsia — 
Glaigow  and  the  dmm. 

The  moaDtainouB  district  in  vhicb  the  Bay  of  Am- 
boises  is  situated,  was  formerly  caUed  by  tte  Portngueae, 
Tierra  Alta  de  Ambozes,  according  to  Mr.  Jolm  Gra^ 
zilhier,  who  made  a  royage  to  Old  Ealabar  in  1699. 
The  natiTe  name  for  the  highest  part  of  the  mountain 
is  Mongo-ma-Lobah,  but  at  the  back  or  further  inland, 
it  is  called  Mokali-ma-Pako.  The  isolated  peak  near 
the  bay,  about  fire  thousand  feet  high,  is  Mongo- 
m'Etindeh.  The  summit  of  the  prindpal  moontidn, 
rifdng  thirteen  thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
was  often  lighted  up  most  brilliantly  by  the  morning 

VOU    II.  T 
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sun,  vhile  the  deep  sbadovs  thTown  across  its  base 
inTolTed  all  the  lower  parts  in  gloom,  hiding  the  deep 
ravines  which  furrow  its  rugged  sides.  Although  at 
a  distance,  this  noble  mountain  appears  to  rise  hj 
one  continuous  and  somewhat  abrupt  slope  from  the 
sea,  on  a  closer  view,  it  is  found  to  consist  of  a  sac- 
cession  of  bills  with  intervening  valleys  of  the  richest 
soil,  covered  to  within  a  third  of  the  sommit  hj  beau- 
tiful forest  trees,  which  are  also  Been  fringing  the  still 
higher  ravines.  The  remainder  is  clothed  with  grass, 
which  becomes  more  scanty,  as  the  colour  which  ap- 
proaches the  reddish  brown  of  the  ashes  near  the 
cone,  sufficiently  indicates.  The  volcanic  origin  of  the 
whole  of  this  district,  is  strongly  marked  by  the  scoria 
and  numerous  streams  of  lava  which  have  reached  the 
sea.  From  the  present  condition  of  its  surfoce,  one 
might  suppose  it  to  have  been  for  ages  in  a  state  of 
reprae ;  but  there  is  reason  to  beUeve  it  sometimes 
betrays  its  latent  fires.  Mr.  Lilly,  who  has  known 
the  mountain  many  years,  assured  os  he  had  seen 
flames  near  the  summit  This  might  be  accounted 
for  by  the  practice  of  the  natives,  who  burn  the  grass 
in  the  dry  season  for  the  purpose  of  catching  the  wild 
animals,  which  they  style  "  bush-meat ;"  but  several 
of  the  principal  natives  of  Bimbia  declared,  that  about 
three  years  previous  to  our  visit,  that  is  about  1639, 
"  fire  came  out  of  the  ground ;"  they  said,  "  God  made 
it ;"  in  contradistinctiou  to  tiiat  caused  by  the  homing 
of  tiie  grass.    "  They  all  saw  it ;  and  at  Mongo,  they  felt 
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the  earth  shake  tile  a  ateam-boat."  "  The  people  there 
feared  it  woald  kill  them  all."  This,  coupled  with  the 
name  of  the  mountain,  MoDgo-ma-Lobah,  or  God's 
Mountain,  offers  a  reason  for  supposing  it  might  be  the 
"chariot  of  the  gods"  of  Hanno,  the  Oarthaginian.  He 
saTS,  in  the  Periplus,  "  we  discovered  at  night  a  coun- 
try full  of  fire.  In  the  middle  was  a  lofty  fire,  larger 
than  all  the  rest,  vhich  seemed  to  touch  the  stars. 
When  day  came,  we  discorcrod  it  to  be  a  lai^  hill, 
called  Teonochema, — the  Ohariot  of  the  Gods." 

To  judge  by  the  gray  curling  smoke  which  issued 
from  many  parte  of  the  voods  for  some  distance 
up  the  mountain,  it  must  have  a  large  population. 
Along  the  sea-shore  are  many  Tillages,  some  of 
vhich  ve  visited;  and  although  the  natives  were 
described  by  GrazUhier  as  the  "  vorst  blacks  of  all 
Guinea,"  we  found  them  very  ciyiL  In  his  time  they 
had  a  little  trade  in  slaves,  chiefly  with  the  Dutch. 
They  now  have  intercourse  only  with  the  Bimhia 
people,  whom  they  supply  in  a  great  measure  with 
the  nutritious  well-Savoured  plantain  fruit. 

1  ith. — The  morning  seemed  to  threaten  us  with  a 
terrific  tornado ;  however,  "  Yellow  Nato"  said,  the 
"  thunder  was  only  making  play,"  in  fact,  the  dense 
black  clouds  which  seemed  "  big  with  storms,"  soon  dis- 
persed, and  we  weighed  and  vent  round  the  bay,  taking 
soundings.  We  passed  inshore  of  Bobbi  Island  in  less 
than  two  fathoms'  water.  A  large  portion  of  the  inner 
end  of  this  islet  has  fallen  since  Captain  Allen  visited 
T  2 
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it  in  1833,  with  Colonel  NicoUs,  R.M.,  in  the  '  Quorra' 
steamer.  At  that  time  no  communication  had  ever 
been  made  bj  Europeana  vith  these  islands,  nor  with 
the  main  land,  except  for  the  purposeB  of  aggression, 
by  carrying  off  the  poor  natives  into  alayery.  The 
coQseqnence  was,  that  they  looked  on  all  white  men 
with  suspicioD,  which  Colonel  NicolU  waa  desiraas  of 
remoTing.  When  the  'Qnorra'  came  into  the  bay, 
the  surface  of  it  was  covered  with  little  canoes,  pur- 
suing their  daily  avocations  of  fishing.  All  made  for 
their  strongholds  iu  the  islands  or  for  the  mainland, 
with  the  utmoat  speed;  the  'Quorra's'  boats  following 
close  upon  them  until  they  were  near  to  the  shore, 
where  some  natives  checked  their  advance  by  firing 
muskets.  Two  small  canoes,  however,  having  a  man 
and  boy  in  one,  and  one  man  in  the  other,  were  so 
far  out  to  sea,  that  the  vessel  was  between  them  and 
the  shore ;  they  paddled  with  all  their  might,  thinking, 
poor  fellows,  that  it  waa  for  life  or  liberty;  and 
when  they  found  our  boats  were  approachinj;^  the 
single  man  abandoned  his  canoe,  and  added  his  ener- 
gies to  those  of  the  man  and  hoy  in  the  other,  hoping 
by  these  means  to  get  in  shore,  being  still  some  dis- 
tance from  the  cutter.  There  was  now  a  mrat  amus- 
ing chaae, — both  parties  entered  into  it  with  their 
utmost  vigour,  but  vith  very  different  motives ;  the 
Krumen — six  powerfid  fellows — pursued  with  the 
keen  relish  of  sportsmen  or  slave-catchers,  while  despair 
added  strength  to  the   poor  natives ;   they  doubled 
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repeatedly  like  a  hare  vith  their  light  canoe,  and  shot 
fer  a-head,  while  the  cutter  took,  comparatiTely,  a  long 
vhile  to  turn. 

Their  strength  could  not  bold  out  in  8uch  an 
unequal  contest,  and  they  were  at  last  fairly  under 
the  bowB  of  the  cutter ;  when,  as  if  feehng  that  the 
choice  of  death  alone  was  left  to  them,  they  all  three 
plunged  OTerboard.  In  an  instant,  all  the  Krumen 
dired  after  them,  and  brought  them  on  board  the 
*  Quorra.'  The  two  men  came  up  the  side,  finding  that 
further  resistance  was  vain ;  but  the  poor  little  boy 
kicked  and  screamed,  and  clung  to  everythiDg  within 
his  reach.  They  lay  prostrate  on  the  deck,  terror- 
stricken  wretches.  However,  as  may  be  supposed, 
they  were  "  quUtea  pour  la  peur."  The  object  of 
Colonel  Nicolls  in  getting  hold  of  them  was,  to  endea- 
Toor  to  instil  other  feelings  into  them,  being  anxious 
to  establish  a  friendly  communication  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  mainland  and  these  islands,  in  the  hope 
of  being  able  to  benefit  the  natiTes,  as  well  as  to 
procure  live  stock  for  Fernando  Pa  They  were  there- 
fore quickly  receired  with  friendly  looks  and  encour- 
aging tones ;  their  fish  was  purchased,  and  they  were 
sent  away  with  presents  of  handkerchiefs,  beads,  medals, 
and  biscuits,  as  much  astonished  at  this  unlooked-for 
result,  as  they  had  been  previously  terrified. 

But  to  return  to  the  proceedings  of  the  '  Wilberforce.' 
Coasting  along  the  beautiful  base  of  the  Cameroons 
mountain,  and  passing  several  bold  rocky  points,  she 
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anchored  off  the  town  of  Jonjeh, — beyond  tlie  bay, — 
where  "Yellow  Nako"  said,  plenty  of  stock  waa  to  be 
had.  The  natives  came  out  in  considerable  nnmberB, 
armed  with  musketa,  and  determined  to  repel  the  hos- 
tile descent,  which  they  no  doubt  expected  we  were 
about  to  make  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them  off. 
However,  "Yellow  Nako"  was  dispatched  with  a  small 
"  dash,"  and  agreeably  undeceived  them.  The  chief 
sent  a  goat  in  return  as  a  "  daah,"  to  "  open  trade." 

If  it  were  not  for  the  difficulty  of  access,  on  account 
of  the  constant  surf  on  the  shore,  this  would  be  an 
admirable  place  for  a  settlement.  The  square  rocky- 
headland  called  Mokah,  forming  the  little  bay,  is 
an  impregnable  position  for  a  forb-^s,  and  some 
beautiful  land  with  apparently  rich  soil,  stretdtea  from 
tiie  low  isthmus  up  the  side  of  the  monntain.  A 
small  river  flows  into  the  Httle  bay  near  the  promon- 
tory. The  chief  would  very  willingly  have  sold  the 
whole  for  one  thoosand  fathoms  of  clot^ 

The  chiefs  of  two  villages  came  on  board.  Nako 
called  them  both  kings,  though  the  dominions  of  each  do 
not  exceed  ten  Unts.  They  brou^^t  trifling  presents, 
with  one  exception — a  very  handsome  yellow  girl — 
and  they  were  much  mortified  at  finding  she  would 
not  be  accepted,  in  which  we  thought  the  heauhf  also 
participated.  A  large  pelerine  was  given  to  envelope 
her  unappreciated  charms,  and  to  instil  into  her 
mind  some  foreign  notions  of  modesty. 

In  a  walk  along  the  shore  we  passed  many  courses 
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of  lara,  vhich  had  descended  from  the  mouDtFoin  to 
the  sea,  countless  ages  ago.  The  soil  of  decomposed 
basalt,  &c.,  vas  ezceedinglj  rich,  but  oolj  very  par- 
tially cultirated.  We  saw  some  "  gentlemen's  houses," 
as  Nako  called  them.  AU  vere  dirty  and  wretched, 
tnthont  even  the  most  remote  pretensions  to  comfort 
or  neatness.  A  small  fetiche  house  for  some  departed 
hero  showed  a  shght  attempt  at  ornament 

We  had  some  heavy  raina  here,  which  we  under- 
stood to  be  frequent,  and  the  breezes  w^re  very  cooL 
Although  a  lee  shore  to  the  prevalent  winds,  they  are 
never  strong,  and  the  mountain  was  supposed  to  be  a 
shelter  from  the  force  of  the  tornado  in  its  usual 
direction.  However,  in  the  night  a  very  heavy  one 
came  od,  not  from  the  mountain,  but  along  shore 
from  the  north,  bringing  the  dangerous  rocky  point 
Mokali  mider  our  le^  with  a  heavy  surf  breaking 
on  it  Another  anchor  was  immediately  dropped, 
and  the  steam  got  up ;  but  the  squall  soon  passed  off, 
although  the  first  gust  was  very  severe.  There  was 
very  vivid  lightning  but  no  thunder.  Thus  the 
mountain,  instead  of  being  a  shelter,  merely  gives  a 
different  direction  to  the  tornado,  which  is  generally 
from  the  north-east  This  is  thra^ore  an  unantici- 
pated danger  on  this  coast,  which  has  otherwise  a 
constant  "  saucy  sea." 

May  l7tk. — We  got  under  weigh  at  dayhght,  and 
ran  back  to  our  favourite  Bay  of  Amboises.  The 
point  nearest  to  Mokali  to  the  south-east,  is  called 
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Isongoli,  vrith  a  town  near  it — Isambeh;  the  next, 
Limboh,  being  the  north-west  point  forming  the  Baj 
of  Amboisea,  with  a  town  called  Batoko.  To  the 
north-west  of  Mokali  the  first  point  is  Dirongoh; 
the  next  Enjangeh,  with  a  town  of  the  same  name 
near  the  Rumbia  rirer,  which  Nako  said  is  not  so  large 
as  the  Mkdiba-ma-Dualla  or  Cameroons;  it  is  navi- 
gable only  to  Batondo. 

Being  desirous  of  Tisiting  the  ungular  rocky  islet 
called  the  Pirate  Island,  with  a  view,  if  possible,  to 
establish  a  friendly  disposition  with  its  wild  inha^ 
bitants,  Nako  was  landed  with  a  bottle  of  rum  for  the 
chief,  as  an  assurance  of  friendship,  and  an  invitation 
to  him  to  come  on  board.  After  much  hesitation,  he 
sent  his  "  mate,"  who  said  he  woold  gladly  have  visited 
uB  before,  but  he  was  afraid  of  the  white  men.  Others 
soon  followed  in  their  canoes,  and  brought  pigs,  &c., 
and  traded  freely. 

Captain  Allen  then  went  on  shore  with  Com- 
mander Ellis  of  the  '  Soudan,'  and  Lieutenant  Sidney 
the  snrveying  officer,  who  took  a  set  of  angles  for  the 
different  points  in  the  bay.  The  landing-place  was  at 
one  spot  only,  a  little  sandy  point  at  the  foot  of  the 
highest  part  of  the  island,  which  twea  precipitously, 
uid  with  a  wild  confusion  of  huge  fragments  of  rock, 
strewn  about.  Amongst  them  the  canoes  were  hauled 
up,  and  partiy  concealed.  We  passed  round  to  the 
other  side  of  the  island,  where  the  perpendicular  clifls 
form  a  little  pebbly  bay,  in  which  the  surf  beats  in- 
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cessantlj.  Here  we  looked  in  vain  for  a  path  leading 
to  the  summit,  or  inhabited  part,  which  waa  already 
covered  with  black  heads    anxiously  watching  our 


progress.  Two  kings  met  us,  and  showed  a 
narrow  ledge,  which  seemed  to  be  perfectly  inac- 
cessible except  to  goats.  They  were  desired  to  lead 
the  way,  and  we  followed  up  what  appeared  to  be 
the  edge  of  a  basaltic  dyke,  where  hands  were  as  much 
in  requisition  as  feet.  We  scrambled  up,  however, 
as  fast  as  their  more  practised  Majesties,  to  the  great 
admiration  of  the  crowd  on  the  summit.  It  was 
rather  a  nervous  feat,  as  one  false  step  would  have 
dashed  us  to  atoms.  We  never,  in  all  our  mountain 
rambles,  had  seen  such  a  path,  hardly  even  among  those 
where  the  wild  goat  derides  his  pursuers.     The  first 
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level  spot  we  reached,'correaponded  with  the  rude 
ascent.  It  vas  not  more  than  ten  feet  vide,  with  a 
sheer  precipice  on  either  '  side — a  sort  of  isthmus 
dividing  the  highest  point  of  the  island, — a  steep 
accUyity  which  might  be  a  citadel — from  the  part 
inhabited.  Here  we  were  met  by  the  principal  man 
at  the  head  of  the  whole  population. 

Our  reception  was  not  very  ceremonious,  and  after 
the  £rBt  display  of  curiosity,  and  the  discussion  of 
the  object  of  onr  yisit,  they  allowed  us  to  wander 
about  perfectly  unmolested.  On  mentioning  the  sub- 
ject of  King  William's  "bad  bob,"  they  declared 
he  had  no  authority  orer  them,  and  that  they 
were  determined  to  maintain  their  independence: 
with  regard  to  his  son,  all  said  that  he  was  neither 
killed  by  a  gun  nor  by  a  cutlass,  but  "God  took 
him." 

The  mother  or  woman  who  had  charge  of  the  child 
told  us  he  was  burned  by  accident. 

The  appearance  of  the  town  is  what  might  be  anti- 
cipated from  such  an  approach.  The  surface  of  the 
island  is  so  confined  and  uneven,  that  the  huts,  of  the 
meanest  description,  are  huddled  together  wherever 
there  is  an  available  spot,  and  seem  almost 
piled  one  on  another.  They  were  swarming  with  chil- 
dren, goats,  dogs,  pigs,  &c.,  and  blackened  by  smoke. 
There  is  not  the  smallest  space  for  cultivation,  and  but 
scanty  browsing  for  the  numerous  goats. 

The  people  of  this  and  the  other  Amboise  Islands 
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are  apparently  of  the  same  tiibe  as  the  Bim- 
biaos,  but  thej  are  somevhat  taller,  and  more 
muscular,  eapeciallj  abont  the  lower  eztremitiea. 
The  teeth  are  filed  much  in  the  same  vaj  as  their 
neighbom^;  the  ejea  are  briji^t,  quick,  and  reetlesa, 
ezpresaiTe  both  of  distrust  and  determination.  Their 
abrupt  and  resolute  demeanour  ehows  how  little  they 
have  associated  vith  Europeans,  and  how  much  influ- 
ence is  exerted  on  their  character,  by  the  state  of 
hostility  in  which  they  live  with  the  people  on  the 
mainland.  They  subsist  chiefly  by  fishing ;  exchanging 
the  produce  of  the  sea  for  regetables,  bananas,  yams,  &c., 
with  their  neighbours,  who  meet  them  at  a  sort  of 
nentral  spot  on  the  main,  where  a  market  is  held. 
That  ihey  are  not  wanting  in  ihe  necessaries  of  life  is 
evident  in  their  robust  and  healthy  look,  which  may 
also  be  influenced  in  some  measure  by  the  dryness  and 
superior  salubrity  of  their  island  homes.  Water  is  the 
most  scarce  article;  and  excepting  such  trifling  quan- 
tities as  are  left  by  the  showers,  in  the  small  natural 
excaTations  in  the  rocks,  they  are  dependent  on  the 
springs  of  the  adjacent  coast.  Their  language  is  a 
dialect  of  the  Dualla,  having  but  slight  differences, 
and  these  principally  in  the  pronunciation.  They 
hare  no  tradition  of  their  origin ;  but  some  pages  of 
their  past  and  future  history  may  be  read  in  the 
physical  nature  of  *  the  island,  which  doubtless  was  at 
no  distant  period  joined  to  the  mainland,  forming  a 
promontory  similar  to  one  at  the  south-east  side  of  the 


^dbyGooglc 


284  DAMEH. 

bay,  as  it  is  directly  opposite  to,  and  not  far  distaot 
from,  a  precipitoue  spur  of  the  Oameroons  mountaiD 
of  the  same  formation.  The  narrow  channel  between 
them  is  shallov,  and  the  numerous  fragments  at  the  con- 
tiguous end  of  the  island  prore  that  the  process  vhich 
caused  the  dismemberment,  is  Btill  going  on ;  while  nine 
fantastic  little  islets  or  "  needles,"  lying  in  the  same 
line  of  direction,  some  almost  like  pinnacles,  cut  in 
at  the  water  line,  and  "nodding  to  their  fall,"  and  three 
of  them  perforated  by  the  incessant  action  of  the  sea, 
forming  irregular  arches,  through  which  the  siirf  chafes 
and  expends  its  not  idle  fury,  show  that  the  Pirate  Island 
was  originally  much  larger,  perhaps  connected  with 
the  island  Dameh,  which  is  in  the  same  line;  and  the 
ridge  of  shallow  water  between,  justifies  the  idea,  that 
the  restless  Atlantic  has  effected  a  physical  as  well  as 
a  moral  separation  between  the  inhabitants,  which  were 
probably  of  the  same  family. 

"  MoMitainB  interptrfd. 
Hake  enemies  of  lutjona ;  which,  had  «lse 
Like  kindred  dropB,  been  mingled  into  one." 

The  rock  of  which  Abobbi  or  Pirate  Island  is 
composed,  offers  very  little  resistance  to  the  action 
of  the  sea,  beating  incessantly  at  its  base :  it  seems  to 
be  a  compact  mass  of  volcanic  ashes  with  basaltic 
dykes.  The  little  isthmus  before  alluded  to  is  very 
nearly  cat  through,  and  the  singular  destiny  of  these 
poor  islanders  is  easily  divined;  a  generation  not 
remote  will  see  their  "  fatherland"  swept  from  under 


^dbyGooglc 


IfATlTB   DWELUNQ8.  265 

them.  Nature  viU  work  more  sore  destruction  than 
the  vengeance  of  King  William  of  Bimbia. 

Dam^h,  the  outer  island,  ia  of  more  dorable  mate- 
rials, on  vhich,  although  more  exposed,  the  action  of 
the  sea  has  little  effect,  and  it  lashes  its  rockj  sides 
vith  such  ceaseless  rage,  that  a  landing  can  onlj  be 
effected  with  difficulty  at  one  spot  at  the  inner  end. 

From  I^B  point  the  land  rises  in  a  central  ridge, 
terminating  at  the  outer  end  in  a  bold  rocky  eminence 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high,  -with  some  trees 
and  sufficient  soil  for  a  garden ;  as  there  is  also,  on 
either  slope  of  the  island.  Beyond  this  hold  point  the 
sea  boils  uid  frets  incessantly,  covering  a  large  expanse 
with  foam,  though  outside  vhat  seems  to  be  a  vortex, 
the  vater  is  as  tranquil  as  in  a  lake. 

The  habitations  are  in  the  middle  part  of  the  island, 
and  are  built  in  a  style  very  superior  to  those  of 
Abobbi,  forming  an  irregular  street  on  the  highest  part 
of  the  ridge ;  the  sloping  sides  affording  browzing  to 
numerous  goats.  There  is  no  cultivation,  and  except  in 
a  pool  at  the  outer  end, — nearly  dry, — we  saw  no  water, 
this  necessary  of  life  being  principally  brought  from  the 
main  land.  The  inhabitants  were  very  civil,  and  fol- 
lowed us  about  everywhere,  but  the  least  thing  would 
frighten  them  away.  Everymoming  and  evening  we  had 
visits  from  the  people,  who  brought  off  fish  of  various 
kinds :  one  a  small  and  well  flavoured  species  allied  to 
SpkyreETm,  with  a  very  elongate  lower  jaw,  tipped 
with  scarlet  and  black.     Empty  bottles  were  in  the 
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greatest  demand,  probably  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
water ;  needles  vere  also  much  in  request,  for  vhat 
nse  ve  could  scarcely  surmise,  as  they  hare  no  'cloth- 
ing to  sew;  still  the  outcry  was  always  "Dundokkil 
dundokki!  Needles!  needles  I"  We  also  bought  some 
goats  and  pigs  from  them,  which  they  seemed  very 
unwilling  to  part  with. 

Betweea  Dam^h,  and  the  promontory  formlog  the 
south-east  ude  of  the  Bay,  lies  the  beautiful  island, 
Mondoleh ;  rising  abruptly  from  the  sea  to  the  height  of 
about  two  hundred  feet  It  is  steep  on  all  sides,  es- 
pecially to  the  west,  not  too  much  so,  however,  for 
the  growth  of  magnificent  trees;  sudi  as  the  bombax, 
African-oak,  camwood,  iron-wood,  &c.,  festooned  with 
orchidaceous  plants  in  great  variety,  and  intei-mixed 
with  an  impenetrable  tangle  of  low  bushes.  The 
surface — of  little  extent — is  undulating  or  of  a 
"saddle-hack"  form;  covered  with  the  richest  soil,  of 
decomposed  basalt,  and  with  very  little  labour  yields 
yams,  plantains,  cocoa-nuts,  &c.,  and  might  be  made 
very  productive.     There  are  few  inhabitants. 

From  the  summit  the  views  through  the  openings  be- 
tween the  trees  are  exceedingly  picturesque ;  the  shores 
of  the  bay,  on  one  side,  backed  by  the  stupendous  Mon- 
go-ma-Lobah,  or  Cameroon  mountains,  rising  at  once 
from  the  sea  to  the  elevation  of  about  13,000 
feet;  on  the  other,  the  rival  Peak  of  Fernando  Po, 
11,000,  in  the  distance;  in  fact  these  grand  objects, 
together  with  the  richly  wooded  promontories,  the 
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ifilands  and  tlie  tranquil  sea,  combine  to  fonn  one  of 
the  finest  panoramas. 

Mdndoleh  posseBsea  a  great  adTantage  over  the 
other  islands  in  several  apringa  of  water,  which  though 
scantj,  would — ^from  being  perennial— afford  an  abun- 
dant supply,  if  economized  bj  tanks.  The  temper- 
ature of  these,  77°  of  Fahrenheit,  while  the  air  waa  at 
83°,  shows  that  their  sources  are  in  the  loftier  regions 
of  the  mountain*. 


*  This  island— Hondoleb—ia  principall;  basalt,  a  lock  composed 
of  felspar,  hornblende,  and  magnetic  iron  ore :  with  porphyritic 
crystals  of  basaltic  hornblende  embedded  in  it,  of  an  amygdaloid  tex- 
ture ;  the  pores  elongated  horicontally,— filled  with  mesotype,  either 
in  crystals,  or  in  compact  masses  of  crystalline  character,  or  with  a 
green  earthy  matter,  or  with  some  other  spathic  mineral:  the  last 
mentioned  exhibiting  crystalline  forms  of  the  hexagonal  system,  as, 
rhomboedroDS  with  elongated  hexagonal  axes,  combined  with  othen 
of  t>uiHd,~0T  of  shortened  azee.    This  combination  may  be  posribly 

Sometimes  the  crystals  are  arranged  in  kidney- shaped  groups, 
indicated  by  the  snlphnret  of  Iron,  but  in  such  a  manner,  that  each 
specimen  can  be  distingnished  and  examined  in  respect  of  its 
crystalUxation. 

In  the  higher  parts  of  the  island  the  amygdaloidal  texture  of  the 
basalt  ceases,  and  It  seems  to  be  of  a  more  solid  character  with 
ahivery  cleavage;  crystals  of  basaltic  hornblende  more  distinct  are 
embedded  in  it  and  few  crystals  of  olivine.  These  formations  are 
inteneeted  by  a  sectmd  kind  of  basalt  in  vertical  veins  from  two  to 
fiinr  feet  in  br«dth,  mnning  east  and  west. 

The  rock  is  quite  solid,  of  a  rather  deep  bine  cdoar,  with  embedded 
crystal  of  basaltic  hornblende  and  olivine.  The  separation  assumes 
a  oolnmnai  character  in  a  horizonal  poation  and  hexagonal  form. 

A  minute  oxaminaUon  of  the  basalt  discloses  evidences  of  different 
periods  of  cooling;  as,  on  the  aidea  of  the  vein  it  is  quite  compact 
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At  the  north-eastern  angle  of  the  head  of  the  bay, 
a  tittle  stream  falU  in,  but  there  is  no  tanding  for 
boats  on  account  of  the  siirf,  being  completely  open  to 
the  set  from  south-vest.  There  is  a  market  to  vhich 
the  natiTes  of  the  island  go  in  canoes. 

The  chief  of  a  village  situated  on  the  hill,  which  ve 
haTe  said  was  formerly  joined  in  all  probability  to  the 


and  solid  like  rock  of  a  single  stnictnre;  as  limestone.  At  a  di»- 
tance  of  fonr  inches  within,  it  has  pores  of  eonaidenible  size.  The 
middle  of  the  rein  is  of  a  more  granuloiu  structure,  extremely  rich 
in  embedded  erystals  of  basaltic  hornblende. 

The  contact  of  the  vein  with  the  amygdaloid  basalt  has  operated  a 
great  change  in  the  Iatt«r.  The  crystalline  alteia  to  a  metamorphose 
character,  bo  that  the  masaive  basalt  has  the  appearance  of  conglo- 
merate ;  pieces  of  it  like  slag  being  combined  in  different  sizes  by  oa 
earthy  substance,  coloured  by  oxide  of  iron  of  a  fine  texture. 

The  heat  of  the  basalt  at  the  time  of  its  appeatauee  at  the  soiftce, 
must  have  been  very  great,  since  its  effwt  is  obaerrable  to  a  diitanoe 
of  more  than  Ax  feet.  Several  veins  run  panUel  to  one  anothw  at 
short  distances,  which  may  be  seen  moat  frequently  at  the  north  and 
Bontb  parts  of  the  island,  and  which  may  aeconnt  for  its  saddle-back 
outline. 

On  the  weetem  side,  where  the  heat  opented  with  the  greatest 
intentity,  not  only  has  it  destroyed  the  older  depouts,  but  separats 
veins  are  no  longer  traceahle, — the  colomnar  atmcture  alters  to  a 
coarse  grannlar  character  like  kokolite,  the  crystallanic  solid  changw 
to  a  metamorphoae  granolona  texture  due  to  heat  and  algidity. 

If  the  whole  snrfoce  of  this  island  could  be  carefully  examined,  it 
would  afford  a  fine  field  for  observing  the  laws  of  operation  in  this 
laboratory  of  nature. 

The  similarity  of  the  geol<^eal  character  of  the  islands  Fernando 
Po,  Prince's,  St.  Thomas',  Roliss,  and  Annobone,  indicates  a  line  of 
volcanic  action  in  that  direction  with  on  offset  at  an  angle  of  90°  at 
Ascension.— H.  Boscher's  OMlogioal  Journal. 
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islands  Abobbi  imd  Dam^  sent  an  inTitatioD  to  Cap- 
tain Allen,  who  landed  with  Commander  Ellis.  On  oar 
waj  up,  we  met  lai;ge  parties  of  men  with  cutlasses, 
clearing  the  road  of  grass  and  underwood,  while  the 
women  were  preparing  for  our  reception,  by  sweeping 
their  huts  and  clearing  the  8quu«  of  weeds.  Altlunigh 
Uie  houses  were  neither  large,  nor  commodious,  there 
was  aa  appeu'ance  of  neatness  about  them.  The 
"  Chief  of  the  woodj  hill,"  is  said  to  be  rich  in  four- 
teen wires,  thirteen  children,  and  about  fire  hundred 
people,  besides  many  goats  and  some  cows.  Our 
early  visit, — profiting  by  the  delidously  cool  land- 
wind, — had  taken  him  rather  by  surprise,  as  he  was 
dressing  to  receive  us ;  the  most  important  part  of  his 
toilet,  b^g  the  arrangement  of  a  Union  Jack,  which 
Mr.  fieecrofti  had  given  him  and  which  he  wore  as  a 
kilt     We  were  much  pleased  with  his  great  civility. 

The  soil  on  the  summit  is  of  the  richest  description. 
But  the  villages  hare  no  water  except  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill,  where  a  deticioua  stream  gushes  out  from 
rocks,  a  considerable  distance  along  the  maj^n  of  the 
sea.  Our  Sappers  cleared  them  away,  so  as  to  enable 
the  people  to  fill  their  casks.  This  slight  operation 
will  be  of  advantage  to  the  natives,  and  a  very  little 
trouble  in  blasting  the  rock  would  make  an  excellent 
watering-place. 

In  the  woods  adjacent  to  this  locality,  we  shot 
some  of  the  pretty  rufous-necked  king-hunters;  tha 
large  grey-headed  bush  shrike;  the  Senegal  swallow  ; 

TOL.    II.  V 


^d  by  Google 


some  half-collared  doree ;  and  a  new  speciea  of  plan- 
tain-eater— the  Corythaix  macrorynehtu — the  greater 
part  of  the  plamage  on  the  breast  uid  neck  is  fine  green, 
the  back  dark  blue,  with  crimson  and  black  vinga — a 
vhite  stripe  extends  behind  the  eje ;  the  crest  is 
green,  irith  a  thin  line  of  black,  marked  over  all 
with  porple.  We  were  so  fortunate  as  to  procure 
from  the  same  tree  three  specimens,  each  having  the 
crest  in  a  different  state ;  in  one  it  was  simply  green, 
in  another  green,  with  a  black  margin ;  in  the  third 
as  described  abore.  In  all  other  respects  thej  had 
the  same  plumage ;  we  have  reason  to  beliere  they 
hare  been  divided  into  distinct  species,  although  it  is 
quite  clear  to  us,  thej  were  merely  of  different  ages. 

May  20(A,— We  completed  our  surrey  of  the 
bay,  by  taking  lines  of  sounding  in  every  direction 
with  the  '  Wilberforce'  and  '  Soudwi.'  We  then  paid 
another  visit  to  Bimbia,  and  on  this  occasion  went 
with  the  vessel  into  the  little  strait,  and  anchored 
abreast  of  the  pretty  amphitheatre  of  villages ;  but 
the  everlasting  swell  finds  its  way  even  into  this  ap- 
parently sheltered  nook,  and  breaks  at  low  water  on 
a  shoal  half  way  across  the  channel  from  Bimbia  Island 

Some  of  the  officers  went  on  shore  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  specimens  of  natural  history.  On  ap- 
proaching the  abode  of  the  Bimbia  monarch,  he  was 
observed  striding  to  and  frc^  under  a  verandah,  in  a 
{uriouB  passion,  evidently  "  nursing  his  wrath  to  keep 
it  warm"  for  the  "  Oappy."    As  each  officer  passed 
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the  spot,  he  called  out  in  a  load  tooe,  "  King  Will,  qo 
will  let."  "  King  Will,  no  will  let."  King  Will,  make 
bob."  "  Too  mnch  bad  bob."  The  cause  of  all  thia 
vas  elucidated  on  Oaptain  Allen's  landing  soon 
afterwards,  and  going  to  the  Palace,  where  King 
William  was  found  in  a  humoor  to  show  off  jet 
further  the  royal  displeasure. 

He  was  dressed  in  a  long  cotton  coat,  on  which 
Oaptain  Allen  unluckily  complimented  him,  as  it  after- 
wards proved  to  be  a  tender  subject  He  replied  in 
a  haiightj  manner,  "  No !  he  no  be  good  coat,  he  very 
wow,  wow — bad— coat.  King  William  plenty  angry; 
got  bad  bob  for  you.  What  for  you  go  buy  goat, 
sheep,  pig,  from  that  dam  bnshman?  Plenty  bad  bob 
for  yon."  Captain  Alien  thought  it  necessary  to  aa- 
Bume  even  a  higher  tone  than  be  had,  and  scolded 
him  in  well-affected  rage  for  his  presumption.  "  How 
dare  you  speak  to  the  captain  of  the  Queen  of 
Enf^d's  manH>f-war  ship  in  that  fashion  1  Who 
made  you  king?  You  were  a  'small  boy'  when 
Kokliko  (Colonel  Nicolls)  came  here  and  made  yon 
a  'strong  man,'  and  now  you  dare  to  epeak  to  me 
of  'bad  bobt'  I  came  to  you  to  buy  goats,  and 
you  sell  them  'plenty  dear,'  I  go  to  the  bushman 
and  he  sells  them  to  me  '  plenty  dieap.'  Take  care 
jcm  don't  make  me  angry,  that  will  be  '  too  much  bad 
bob '  for  you." 

The  wrath  of  the  savage  instantly  abated,  and  he 
became  perfectly  hnmble.  He  was  beyond  meaanre 
n  2 
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delighted  to  find  that  "  manj-tongued  rumoor "  had 
misinformed  him  of  our  faaTing  given  a  military  coat 
and  epaulettes  to  a  mere  "  bush  king." 

On  asking  Billeh  whether  he  would  be  willing  to 
receive  a  missionary,  he  passionately  exclaimed,  "  No! 
I  no  will,  that's  hnmbug  palaver."  He  spoke  violently 
on  the  subject  for  some  time ;  his  broken  En^ish  was 
difficult  to  understand,  bat  we  gathered  that  he  would 
not  hare  any  one  to  interfere  with  his  authority;  nor 
to  introdace  customs,  which  might  be  repognant  to  the 
feelings  of  his  people. 

He  renewed  the  subject  of  the  Bobbi  people,  and 
said  be  would  stop  some  of  their  canoes  until  his 
"  bob"  was  settled ;  but  promised  that  he  would  not 
make  war  for  the  purpose  of  killing  any  one :  for 
which  concession  he  was  promised  a  uniform  jacket 
and  other  things.  Two  of  his  wires  were  sent  to 
receive  tiie  presents,  as  he  said  he  could  not  trust  his 
son.  These  were  both  natives  of  Dnalla,  one  a  very 
good-looking  girl,  the  other  a  sister  of  ATiobah — King 
Bell.  After  giving  the  presents,  and  some  articles  of 
dress  for  themselves,  they  became  so  importunate  that 
we  were  obliged  to  dismiss  them  rather  unceremo- 
niously— for  royal  personages. 

The  villi^s  lining  the  shore  of  this  beautiful  little 
strait  are  generally  neat  and  clean.  Bach  has  a 
headman,  and  they  are  all  kttigs  or  dakes.  The  govern- 
ment seems  to  be  a  patriarchal  commonwealth,  their 
subjects   being  principally  their  families  and  slaves. 
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John  Ring  explained  tJie  saccesmoD ;  his  father  vaa 
tho  head  chief :  he  left  three  sons,  Nako,  John  King, 
and  Billeb  :  Nako  assumed  (he  chief  authority;  on 
his  death,  John  King  vaired  his  right  in  faTour  of 
King  Billeh.  The  latter  had  freqaentlj  declared  that 
whichever  of  his  sons  proved  to  have  the  "best 
head"  would  succeed  him.  He  seemed  very  fond  of 
a  pretty  little  prattling  boj,  about  four  years  of  age. 
He  "liked  him  plenty;"  &aid  he  always  slept  with 
him,  and  he  "  might  be  king  if  he  had  a  good  head." 
From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  chieflainsbip  is 
elective.  The  place  is  certainly  rising  in  importance, 
and  they  are  very  anxious  to  have  ships  to  come  and 
trade    with    them   in  palm  oil,  of  which  they  have 

I  abundance,  as  well  as  wood.    Duke  Martin  said  he  had 

I  four  hundred  large  jara  of  oil 

We  found  the  night  insofferably  hot  here,  giving 
palpable  evidence  of  the  superiority  of  the  climate  of 
the  Bay  of  Amboises,  where  we  had  a  pure  and  pro- 
longed sea-breeze,  or  a  cool  land-wind,  every  night; 
insuring  a  calm  and  refreshing  sleep. 

Sunday,  May  22nd. — We  had  signified  that  we  did 
not  wish  to  be  disturbed.  John  King  came  on  board, 
but  he  was  ezceedingly  well  behaved,  and,  so  far  from 
being  importunate  like  his  brother,  he  would  not  even 
receive  a  small  present,  because  we  had  told  him  it 
was  our  liOrd's  day  of  rest.  However,  he  said  he 
would  let  us  know  his  wants  after  he  had  sent  on 
board  some  fine  bullocks,  which  he  had  procured  for 
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OS.  On  the  folIowiDg  daj  he  vas  as  good  as  his 
word,  and  sold  three  at  "one  price," — without 
haggling. 

Our  former  prompt  departure,  and  the  scolding  he 
had  joBt  received,  brought  Billeh  to  his  senses,  as  he 
also  let  na  have  some  goats  at  "one  price,"  that  is,  with- 
out first  asking  thrice  ae  much  as  he  intended  to  take. 
He  sent  four  men  with  muskets  to  try  and  shoot 
bullocks  for  os ;  but  he  said  thej  were  "  too  much  wild ; 
thcj  savy  too  much  when  white  mao  comes,  and  run 
&r  awaj  into  the  bush."  Thej  at  length  succeeded, 
and  brought  a  small  one  on  board  which  had  been 
shot  with  broken  bits  of  brass. 

At  the  back  of  the  paiaee  were  numerous  huts, 
ranged  in  two  long  lines,  the  dwellings  of  the  chief's 
wives,  diildren,  and  slaves.  The  former  came  out  imme- 
diatdj  on  our  entering  the  court-jard,  and  commenced 
begging  for  everTthing  they  saw.  Thej  were  neither 
remarkable  for  decency  of  manners  nor  appearanca 
The  natural  ugliness  of  their  features  was  increased  by 
a  dark  green  pigment,  which,  however,  was  distributed 
on  their  &C8B,  and  other  parts  of  their  person,  with 
such  care  as  to  prove  that  they  thou^t  it  had  a  con- 
trary effect.  Some  of  the  children  were  pretty;  one 
especially,  a  daughter  of  the  Ohief,  named  Luchinga, 
was  a  perfect  miniature  Venus,  though  she  was  not 
more  than  seven  years  of  age.  In  one  large  hut,  we 
could  see  through  the  bars  at  the  entrance  a  number 
of  females  of  all  ages,  who  were  doubtless  slaves,  from 
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the  anthoritatire  waj  in  vhich  the  prett;  little  hoy, — 
the  Ohiers  fsTOnrite  son, — ordered  them  about. 

Landing  on  another  occasion  ve  found  the  Ohief 
Ijing  on  hia  bed  very  unwell,  and  b^ging  moat  piteouslj 
for  some  of  the  white  man's  medicine.  We  had  a  proof, 
however,  how  little  the  comforts  of  ciTilization, — accord- 
ing to  our  ideas, — are  appreciated  hj  the  natiTes  of  a 
tropical  climate.  Although  this  Chief  prided  himself 
on  his  conueziou  with  the  white  men,  and  the  multi- 
tude of  good  things  he  possessed  &om  their  country, 
he  was  lying  in  the  lower  part  of  his  hous^  without 
flooriog,  though  he  had  excellent  rooms  above,  which, 
with  Uie  nnmerouB  and  valuable  articles  of  European 
mannfactnre,  he  merely  kept  for  show,  or  "  to  make 
him  strong."  We  had  difficulty,  in  scrambling  over 
Inmber  of  different  kinds,  to  reach  the  damp  and  dark 

I  o»iiOT  where  he  was  lying.     He  had,  nevertheless,  a 

I  decent  bed  and  pillow. 

I  The  laud  near  the  town  of  Bimbia  ia  tolerably  well 
cultivated,  but  the  dense  underwood  which  spreads  so 
rapidly  and  luxuriantly,  makes  it  a  difficult  matter  to 
keep  any  space  properly  cleared.  Many  fine  timber 
trees  grow  a  little  distance  off,  and  some  blanched  yet 
stalwart  trunks,  visible  here  and  there,  bore  evidence 
to  the  destroying  influence  of  the  electric  fluid,  which 
is  said  to  be  more  frequently  dangerous  here,  tJian 
at  almost  any  other  part  of  the  coast. 

There  is  one  irregular  street,  kept  tolerably  clean, 
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ui4  A  Domber  of  stra^liog  hats.  All  the  dwellings 
sie  small  square  daj-bnilt  edifices,  thatched  with 
the  8edg7  cyperua  and  the  useM  pahn-lei^.  The 
places  more  constantly  appropriated  to  sleeping  in 
hare  a  small  aperture,  juat  large  enough  to  enter, 
orer  which  a  grass- mat  is  suspended  internally.  Most 
of  the  natives  hare  rariona  European  articles  hung 
up^  abont  their  dwellings,  the  amount  of  which  ia  a 
fair  index  of  indlTiduat  wealth;  but  as  light  is  as 
scrupuloualj'  kept  out  as  if  a  window-tax  were  levied 
among  them,  we  had  great  difficulty  in  ascertaining 

(what  they  were.  Palm-oil  is  the  staple  commodity  of 
export,  with  a  few  elephants'  teeth,  brought  from  the 
Balling  country.  Live  stock,  goats,  sheep,  pigs,  and 
poultry  abound,  and  form  a  source  of  no  little  wealth 
to  the  possessors;  time  is,  however,  of  so  little  value 
to  these  people,  that  they  think  nothing  of  passing 
backwards  and  forwards  several  days,  before  they 
arrange  the  sale  or  purchase  of  a  sin^e  goat,  and 
quite  exhaust  an  Englishman's  patience,  espedally  as  a 
preliminary  dash  is  expected  before  commencing  busi- 
ness of  the  most  trifling  nature.  When  not  engaged 
in  barter,  fishing  appears  to  be  the  most  common  em- 
ployment; and,  as  the  fish  ia  both  abundant  and  good, 
it  forms  a  large  portion  of  their  food,  together  with 
plantains,  instead  of  yams,  which  are  not  so  much 
cultivated.  That  the  slave  trade  has  been  actively 
prosecuted  here,  and  is  still  more  or  less  so,  is  erident, 
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from  the  Qamber  of  persoDa  vho  speak  a  litUe  Spanisli 
or  Portuguese. 

Although  the  language  of  Bimbia  dosel/  resembles 
the  Dualla  or  Gameroons,  the  physical  characters  of  the 
people  are  Bomevhat  different;  &e  Bimbians  being 
for  the  most  part  small  in  stature,  but  muscular. 
The  hands  and  feet  are  lai^;  the  lover  jaw  is  pro- 
gnathous or  protruding;  ^e  eyes  are  bright,  hat  fall 
of  cunning  and  avarice;  and  the  countenance  gene- 
rallj  expressive  of  bad  feelings,  vhich  subsequent 
inquiries  into  their  dispositions  confirmed.  The  mode 
of  filing  the  teeth  very  much  dovn,  leaving  a  -wide 
space  between,  so  as  to  hare  them  long  and  sharp, 
adds  not  a  little  to  their  disagreeable  looks,  and  is  apt 
to  raise  unpleasant  suE^iciona  as  to  cannibal  propen- 
sities. Many  of  them  have  squares  tatooed  over  the 
abdomen,  rraembling  the  scarifications  of  cupping,  and 
others  have  triangular  marks  in  the  temples,  not 
unlike  the  Eros,  with  whom  they  seem  rather  anxious 
Uifratervize. 

Their  religions  superBtitions  are  much  the  same  as 
in  other  parts  of  the  coast,  and  said  also  to  be  accom< 
panied  with  human  sacrifice.  On  the  demise  of  a 
chief  or  any  great  man,  more  or  less  of  the  property 
is  left  in  the  house,  which  is  abandoned  and  aUowed 
after  an  interval  to  go  to  decay.  We  saw  in  the 
deserted  hut  reported  to  have  been  occupied  by  the 
late  chief,  a  number  of  utenuls  and  earthenware  articles, 
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nrhicb  the  saperstitious  fears  of  the  natires  prerented 
their  appropriating,  although  quite  exposed. 

NothiDg  can  exceed  their  absurd  credulity  in  the 
magical  povers  of  European  medical  men.  Thej 
bdieve  vhite  doctors  can  kill  or  cure  almoat  vith  a 
look,  and  we  hare  often  obserred  iJiem  to  tarn  away 
in  apparent  fright,  if  any  of  the  medical  officers  looked 
Btead&Htly  at  them;  sometimes  coToring  ihdr  faces, 
they  would  jump  oyerboard,  calling  out,  "No  make  me 
white,  no  make  me  white,  doc'or;"  nor  could  all  our 
leasoning  shake  this  belief;  subsequently  when  we 
found  it  difficult  to  keep  them  from  crowding  the 
decks  and  loitering  about  instead  of  concluding  their 
trade  "  palavers,"  it  was  only  necessary  to  hint  at  the 
"  doc'or,"  and  they  would  disperse  quickly  enough. 

They  are  fond  of  music,  and  as  well  aa  the  noisy 
dance-proToking  tom-tom,  they  hare  flutes  made  out 
of  reeds,  with  three  apertures;  they  blow  into  the 
upper  one,  and  by  pressing  the  thumb  and  fore-finger 
on  the  lower  two  with  different  degrees  of  fimmesa, 
they  contrire  to  play  some  very  sweet  though  simple 
airs.  They  have  also  a  sort  of  harp,  made  in  the 
shape  of  a  bow,  of  light  wood,  tightly  strung,  with 
the  hard  fibre  of  some  creeping  plant ;  this  is  placed 
inside  of  the  teeth,  and  breathed  on  with  more  or 
less  force,  as  with  the  common  Jew's  harp,  and  by 
striking  the  chord  with  a  light  piece  of  stick,  the  sounds 
are  produced. 
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the  Babjoined  is  a  common   and  verj  favourite 


Our  poaition  outside  the  Bimbia  Strait  vas  in  four 
fathonts,  vith  the  outer  point  N.W.  about  half  a 
mile.  Inside  ve  anchored  in  two  and  a  half  fathoms 
at  low  water,  with  the  King'fi  White  House  W.  }  S., 
and  the  south  point  of  Bimbia  Island  S.  ^  E.  We 
were,  however,  rather  too  near  a  shoal  to  the  east- 
ward of  us  on  which  the  surf  breaks  at  half  tide.  A 
cable's  length  more  to  the  N.R.  would  be  a  more 
shdltered  berth.  It  is  high  water  faere  at  fidl  and 
chuige  at  8'54  pm.,  the  rise  and  fall  six  and  a  half 
feet. 

Lieutenant  Sidney,  the  AsBistant-Survejor,  made  a 
little  examination  of  the  strait,  and  we  searched  for  a 
rock  said  to  lie  south  of  Bimbia  Point,  but  without 


The  current  between  Fernando  Po  and  the  mainland 
is  sometimes  rapid,  but  on  anchoring  'mid  channel,  to 
try  it  during  the  night,  we  found  it  almost  imper- 
ceptible: it  is  stronger  on  both  nhorea. 

On  the  24th  of  May  we  returned  in  the  '  Wilberforcc' 
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to  Clarence  OoTe,''SoacUn'  having  preceded  us.  We 
(bund  there  Her  Majest/s  brig  '  Rapid.'  Ijieutenaot 
Earle  reported  that,  in  compliance  with  Captain  Allen's 
Tishes,  he  had  "  cominiinicated  with  Mr.  Hope  at 
Benin,  vho  attached  no  credit  irhaterer  to  the  report 
either  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Carr,  or  of  any  disaster  or 
ill  treatment  of  the  persons  composing  the  model  farm, 
bj  the  natives,  as  he  conceived  that  had  it  been  tme, 
he  must  have  heard,  of  it  from  the  traders  fre- 
quenting the  Benin."  At  the  village  of  Akassa,  in  the 
Bio  Nun,  "  thej  positively  deny  the  morder  of  Mr. 
Carr,  as  also  an/  knovledge  of  the  persons  composing 
the  model  farm." 

In  crossing  the  bar  of  the  Nun  to  make  this  inquiry. 
Lieutenant  Elarle  informed  us  that  his  boat  w&b  unfor- 
tunately swamped  and  lost,  with  one  of  the  crew.  A 
valoahle  life  had  thus  been  sacrificed  in  the  search  after 
a  person  who  had  so  imprudently  risked  his  own;  and 
Captain  Allen  rejoiced  that  he  had  not  placed  his 
whole  crew  in  jeopardy  by  attempting  such  a  fruitless 
search  among  the  swamps  of  the  Niger,  where  no  infor- 
mation could  be  had  from  the  inhabitants ;  who,  if  even 
they  knew  the  fact,  would  be  interested  in  concealing 
it,  and  would,  moreover,  have  been  very  likely  to  mis- 
lead, in  the  hope  of  a  richer  booty  in  the  ship;  being 
doubtless  well  aware,  that  if  she  should  be  aground  for 
any  length  of  time  in  that  intricate  labyrinth  of  creeks, 
the  climate  would  soon  leave  them  in  undisturbed 
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Our  hopes  of  receiving  instractioDS  from  SngloDd 
vere  again  disappointed 

Some  letters  and  newapapers,  however,  came  by  Her 
MajeBt/s  ship  '  Iris,'  which  left  Ascension  on  the 
10th  April  The  'Albert'  was  still  there,  and  the 
crew,  we  heard,  had  suffered  much  from  dysentery. 
In  a  priTate  note  to  Oaptain  Allen,  Oaptain  Foote 
expressed  his  opinion  that  we  ought  not  to  ascend 
the  riTOT  without  further  instructions  frvm  Qorem- 
ment 

We  found  the  Qovemment  stores  belonging  to  the 
Expedition  had  been  much  injured,  owing  to  the  leaky 
state  of  the  buildings  they  had  been  placed  in.  A  survey 
was  held,  and  they  were  carried  up  the  hill  to  houses 
in  some  degree  in  a  betto-  state  of  repair. 

In  a  beautiful  walk  a  little  way  inland  we  met  a 
remarkably  fine  intelligent  young  native,  who  said  his 
name  was  Boku  Qlorio,  son  of  Old  Glorio,  who  likewise 
rejoiced  in  the  name  of  "  Ont-throat."  He  profemed  to 
"  like"  us  very  mudi,  but  we  perceived  that  his  afiection 
diminished  notaUy,  when  informed  we  were  not  in  the 
habit  of  carrying  a  dram-bottle.  He  said  he  was  a 
Christian  man,  and  was  going  to  see  his  friend  the 
mis^onary,  who  had  taught  him;  and  that  he  knew 
"  Qi>d  had  made  him  altogether,  and  the  skin  of  him 
too."  He  had  only  one  wife,— a  very  young  giri. 
Although  his  costume  was  not  very  reckerch^,  according 
to  our  ideas,  he  was  evidently  well  satisfied  with  him- 
self    His  waist,  legs,  and  arms,  were  encircled  by 
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many  strings  of  pieces  of  vhite  ehetlB;  his  hair,  abon- 
danUy  plastered  vith  red  earth  and  pahn-oil,  was  snr- 
moanted  hj  a  grass  hat,  with  the  red  tail  feathers  of 
tite  parrot,  and  fastened  on  his  head  in  a  jaunty  style 
by  a  piece  of  iron.  With  mach  reluctance  he  sold  his 
hat  for  some  tobacco,  bat  could  hardly  be  prerailed  on 
to  exchange  the  fastening  for  a  handsome  plated  meat- 
skewer.  To  bis  walking-stick  were  attached  smaU 
calabaahea,  of  which  he  explained  very  dramatically 
the  use.  One  was  for  drinking  their  faTOurite  topi,  or 
palm-wine ;  he  put  himself  in  an  attitude,  and  smacked 
his  lips,  as  if  in  enjoyment  of  wine  of  the  finest  vintage. 
Another  was  cnt  in  hal^  and  served  aa  a  horn  for 
communicating  with  his  companions  when  hunting  in 
the  woods.  We  once  heard  a  man  at  "  Out-throat's" 
Tillage  blow  a  fine  blast  with  the  barrel  of  a  fou^mg- 
pieee  which  had  burst  at  the  breech. 

Young  Glorio's  reli^ons  enthusiasm  does  not  appear 
to  have  become  general  among  the  Edeeyahs;  and 
until  more  active  exertions  are  used  for  their  spirituid 
improvement,  we  fear  they  will  prefer  their  own  pagan 
rituals,  which  combine  pleasure  with  duty.  Thus,  after 
leaving  him,  we  stumbled  on  four  of  his  countryman, 
who  were  enacting  a  sort  of  fetiche  dance,  and  the 
copious  perspiration  which  bedewed  their  faces,  testi- 
fied to  their  active  zeal.  They  were  covered  with 
dried  palm  leaves  and  twining  convolvuli,  and  their 
bodies,  where  visible,  were  more  than  usually  bedaubed 
with  red   and  yellow   clay.      They   first  began  to 
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stamp  on  the  gromid,  cbanging  the  feet  rerj  regu- 
larly and  Bimnltaneously,  then  raisiDg  their  speara 


on  high,  thej  Bprung  backwards  and  forwards,  as 
if  about  to  attack  each  other,  jet  observing  a 
certain  precision  in  all  their  motions.  Bach  step 
was  accompanied  with  a  sort  of  pavior's  grunt — eh — 
eh  I  eh — eh  I — and  with  the  rustling  noise  of  the  palm 
leares,  was  as  discordant  in  sound  as  their,  perfonn- 
ance  was  wild  in  appearance.  HaTing  danced  until 
they  were  quite  eihanated,  they  approached,  and 
saluted  xa  with  their  usual  kindly  expression,  "  bu-bi" 
(friend). 

Aa  we  had  learned  that  the  'PeruTian,'  a  Liverpool 
ship,  bound  homewards,  was  lying  in  Qeorge  Bay,  on 
the  north-weat  side  of  Fernando  Po,  we  went  thither  fffl- 
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the  purpose  of  sending  dispatches  and  letters  bj  her. 
In  coasting  along  the  western  side  of  the  Fernando 
Po,  the  fonn  of  the  vast  crater  of  the  Tolcano,  which 
threw  np  this  beautifol  island,  is  distinctlj  seen.  The 
dense  forests  and  luxuriant  regetation  which  cover  the 
island,  and  dothe  the  sides  of  the  mountain  to  the  rery 
summit,  with  the  modification  of  altitude,  attest  the 
quiescent  state  in  which  the  rolcano  has  remained  for 
ages.  It  ia  doubtful  whether  it  be  perfectly  extinct,  as 
smoke  is  said  to  be  occasionally  seen ;  but  the  highest 
part  composed  evidently  of  volcanic  ashes,  has  been  so 
decomposed,  that  it  is  mantled  with  grass. 

On  approaching  this  noble  bay,  we  were  deceived  by 
the  appearance  of  the  enormous  trunks  of  the  hombax, 
or  silkHM>ttoii  trees,  which  looked  in  the  distance  like 
the  white  sails  of  vessels,  "  hull  down."  One  might 
almost  have  sapposed  a  numerous  fleet  was  there,  with 
canvas  loosened  to  dry. 

George's  Bay  is  much  more  extensive  than  Clarence ; 
open  to  the  north-west  wind,  which  however  seldom 
blows  strong;  the  scenery  on  all  aides  is  remarkably 
fine,  and  it  would  be  an  excellent  place  for  ships  to 
rendezvous,  but  that  the  water  is  too  deep  for  and[io> 
age,  except  dose  in  by  the  shore.  The  country  around 
appeared  to  be  dearer  of  underwood  than  at  most 
other  points,  imd  the  view  of  the  Peak  is  particularly 
grand 

We  found  the  natives  at  George's  Bay,  civil  and  in- 
offensive, as  in  all  other  parts  of  this  singular  island. 
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Their  habitations  are  indeed  the  rudest  of  the  rude, 
being  nothing  more  than  a  coarse  mat  of  palm-learea 
thrown  over  four  uprights,  and  open  to  all  the  -winds 
of  heaven.  A  little  block  of  wood  for  a  pillow,  an 
earthen  pot  to  boil  jams,  and  a  rude  wooden  pipe  for 
smoking,  were  the  only  articles  of  comfort  or  luxury, 
any  of  them  seemed  to  possess.  Yet  thej  looked  hap- 
P7  and  healthj,  and  proffered  us  a  portion  of  their 
simple  fare,  as  abo  eggs,  which  are  never  eaten  bj  them, 
on  account  of  some  religious  prejudice.  The  yams  are 
abundant,  and  probably  the  finest  in  Africa,  forming  the 
chief  article  of  food  to  the  unsophisticated  Edeeyah. 

Occasionally  they  have  as  a  "  boune  boucbe,"  a  stew 
of  boah-rat,  porcupine,  snake,  or  venison.  Fish  is 
also  plentiftd  at  certain  seasons,  particularly  a  species 
of  dupea,  about  the  size  of  an  English  sprat,  and 
having  very  much  its  flavour.  During  some  monthe, 
the  land-cxab  is  a  favourite  luxury,  and  the  capture  of 
them  affords  employment  late  in  the  evening,  at  which 
time  they  venture  out  from  their  habitations  in  the 
sand.  Towards  dusk  there  were  numerous  lights 
moving  about  on  the  beach,  where  the  "  Bubis"  were 
actively  engaged  catching  their  prey  for  supper.  With 
the  exception  of  such  spirituous  liquors  as  the  natives 
receive  in  exchange  for  their  oil ;  topi,  or  palm-wine, 
is  the  common  beverage.  This  exudes  &om  the  palm- 
tree  on  indsion ;  is  of  a  pleasant  slightly  acid  flavour : 
very  wholesome  in  the  morning  when  first  drawn,  but 
more  or  less  intoxicating  towards  evening,  according 
to  ita  state  of  fermentation.     A  tumblerM  of  it  was 
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frequently  given  to  each  of  our  men  at  daylight. 
About  three  or  four  pints  may  generally  be  extracted 
each  day,  but  it  gradually  ceases  after  the  seTenth  or 
eighth.  The  total  quantity  for  each  tree,  aretages 
about  four  gaUons,  but  this  depends  on  the  size  and  age. 

A  party  of  disaffected  Krumen  and  Fishmen,  who 
left  the  employment  of  the  West  African  Company, 
had  taken  up  their  abode  in  George's  bay,  and  had 
caused  the  natives  much  trouble,  stealing  their  yams, 
canoes,  &c,  some  fighting  had  in  consequence  resulted, 
in  vhich  the  aggressors  vere  beaten  and  some  killed. 
An  oflBcer  was  sent  to  inform  them  that  they  had 
better  return  to  their  -work  at  Clarence,  and  that  if 
they  continued  to  harass  the  natives,  they  were  not  to 
expect  British  protection,  in  case  they  vere  retaliated 
on  by  the  suffering  aboriginals. 

We  had  a  visit  from  tvo  Edeeyah  hunters,  bringing 
various  specimens  of  monkeys,  squirrels,  &c.,  &c.,  which 
they  had  killed  with  shngs.  They  were  accompanied 
by  their  wives,  two  of  the  mrat  beautifully  formed  and 
symmetrical  figures  we  have  ever  seen.  Notwith- 
standing the  disfigurement  of  the  face  by  large,  inci- 
sions, and  the  clay-bedaubed  hair,  they  looked  re- 
markably pretty,  nay,  even  interesting;  their  gentle 
and  modest  demeanour,  contrasting  strangely,  with  the 
almost  naked  and  unadorned  state  of  their  persons. 

These  were  first  wives,  and  had  only  recently  come 
forth  from  the  seclusion  which  they  are  obliged  to 
undergo,  prior  to  the  public  acknowledgment  of  the 
marriage  contract  among  the  tribe. 
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As  ve  had  oflen  heard  that  the  natives  could 
hold  musical  dialogues  eveQ  at  great  distances, 
by  means  of  little  gourd  flutes,  {vide  the  plate  of 
African  instruments),  ve  prevailed  on  them  to  separate, 
while  h;  an  interpreter  one  of  them  was  desired  to 
coDTey  certain  sentences,  to  those  at  a  distance.  To 
our  surprise  we  found,  ou  cross-ezamiuation  that 
eTerything  had  been  perfectly  understood.  They  said 
they  could  communicate  with  one  another,  even  at  the 
distance  of  some  miles,  where  the  locality  was  favonr- 
able  to  the  resonance  of  the  sounds.  This  facility  of 
musical  correspondence  is  not  confined  to  t^ese  people 
alone,  since  that  distinguished  traveller,  the  late  Mr. 
Bowdich,  mentions  a  similar  practice  among  the 
Ashantis,  and  he  was  also  informed  of  its  existence 
in  the  district  of  Accra.  That  the  Oameroons  people 
have  also  tutored  their  heuing  with  a  similar  result,  we 
had  an  instance  in  the  pilot  Glasgow.  He  was  in  Captain 
Allen's  cabin  one  day,  answering  some  queries  relating 
to  the  river;  suddenly  he  became  totally  abstracted, 
and  remained  for  a  while  in  the  attitude  of  listening. 
On  being  taxed  with  inattention,  he  said,  "  You  no 
hear  my  son  speaki"  As  we  had  heard  no  voice,  he 
was  asked  how  he  knew  it.  He  said,  "Drum  speak 
me,  tell  me  come  up  deck."  This  seemed  to  be  very 
singular,  so  Oaptain  Allen  desired  him  to  remain 
below,  and  privately  sent  several  messages  to  the  per- 
former in  the  boat  alongside,  who  executed  them  by  a 
variety  of  taps  on  his  wooden  drum ;  and  these  Glas- 
I  2 
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gow  interpreted  in  &  way  that  left  no  doubt  of  his 
baring  understood  perfectly  all  that  the  "drum  spoke." 
He  also  said  they  could  commimicate  by  this  means 
at  Tery  great  distances,  by  the  "  war-drum,"  which  is 
kept  in  every  Tillage  to  give  and  repeat  these  signals; 
BO  that  there  ia  intimation  of  danger  long  before  the 
enemy  can  attack  them.  We  are  often  surprised, 
to  find  the  sound  of  the  trumpet  so  well  \mderstood 
in  our  military  evolutions;  but  how  far  short  that  falls 
of  the  result  arrived  at  by  those  untutored  savages. 

This  method  of  communication,  is  no  doubt  em- 
ployed by  slave  dealers,  to  give  notice  of  the  move- 
ments of  our  cruisers. 

Having  found,  that  the  steering  compass  in  the 
'Wilberforce'  was  very  much  affected  by  the  local 
attraction,  owing  to  the  difference  in  the  magnetic 
intensity  between  these  regions  wid  the  latitude  of 
England,  where  it  was  corrected ;  several  days  were 
devoted  on  our  return  to  Clarence  Cove,  to  swinging 
the  ship  to  the  different  points  of  the  compass,  and 
replacing  the  magnetic  bars  or  correctors.  The  cardinal 
points  were  made  exact,  but  N.E.  remained  very  refrac- 
tory, the  box  of  soft  iron  having  little  or  no  effect. 

Several  ships  were  communicated  with,  in  the  hopes 
of  receiving  letters  and  dispatches  from  England,  as 
we  began  to  he  very  impatient  and  uneasy  at  not 
receiving  instructions,  and  the  time  was  near  at  hand 
when  we  ought  to  re-enter  the  Niger,  or  abandon 
the  enterprise. 
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Vint  to  Prince's  Island— A  Ride  to  Santa  Amu— View  op  the  Porto 
— Kru  boat  duioe  — New  Case  of  Fere^— Return  to  Clarence— 
Awaiting  Oidera— lostractiona  from  England  expected  —  Sala- 
brity  of  the  Bay  of  Amboisea — Prepantions  to  re-ascend  the 
Niger— Captain  Allen's  proposed  Plan  of  Operations— Tim ely 
aniral  of  H.U^  vessel  'Bate'— The  Expedition  ordered  to  Eng- 
land—H.H.S.  Teasel  'Kite'  ordered  to  take  the  crews  home  by 
Captun  Allen  -'WiliMrforce'  sent  up  to  the  Model  Farm  with  a 
few  ofBcers  and  a  black  crew— Vint  to  the  grave  of  om  companions 
-The  <Eite'  tails  for  Eaghmd— C^>t8in  Allen's  UImm— AniTal 
of  the  Expedition  at  Plymouth. 

Jtme  5th. — Captain  Allen  being  desirouB  of  ascer- 
taining vhether  the  senior  oflBcer  on  this  coast  bad 
received  any  communication  from  GoTemment,  we 
sailed  in  the  *  Wilberforce'  for  Prince's  Island,  having 
sent  *  Soudan'  to  lie  in  the  healthy  bay  of  Amboises 
during  our  absence  of  a  fev  days. 

The  usual  head-vind  prevafled  on  this  little  passage, 
and  though  the  thermometer  vas  at  81',  the  weather 
felt  pleasantly  cool,  proving  that  there  is  considerable 
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advantage  in  being  habituated  to  the  high  temperatore 
of  the  tropica*. 

June  7th. — We  arriyed  at  West  Bay,  Prince's 
Island,  and  were  disappointed  at  finding  no  communi- 
cation irom  Oaptaia  Foote.  We  sailed  again,  aod 
vent  in  three  hours  round  to  Porto  St.  Antonio,  the 
chief  place  on  the  island,  in  order  to  get  some  fresh 
provisions,  as  nothing  vaa  to  be  procured  at  West 
Ba;>  oving  to  the  absence  of  Madame  Ferreira. 

Oaptain  Allen  vaited  on  the  Governor,  vho  thanked 
him  for  the  honour  through  his  Oaptain  of  the  Guard, 
but  said  he  had  fever,  and  could  not  see  him.  We 
understood  that  he  always  made  that  excuse. 

The  Oaptain  of  the  Quard  having  laid  aside  his  dig- 
nity, and  the  laced  jacket  with  which  he  received  us 
in  the  Qovemor's  empty  saloon,  pestered  us  to  buy 
fowls  and  e^  of  km  exclusively,  at  a  very  dear 
rate. 

We  called  on  poor  Madame  Ferreira,  who  was  con- 
fined to  her  own  house,  on  the  charge — formerly 
alluded  to — of  having  been  concerned  in  the  slave- 
trade.  She  was  Buffering  much  annoyance,  but 
declared  her  innocence  of  the  accusation. 


*  Bdwe  luring  Engluid,  C&ptaln  Fliaoj,  R.N.,  had  rtron^y 
•driMd  that  we  ahould  puB  the  fint  seaaoa  at  Ascension,  in  order 
tliat  the  crews  might  be  MMoned  before  entering  the  river. 

It  ia  periiapa  to  be  regretted— on  more  accounts  than  one— that  this 
p!an  wu  not  adopted. 
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June  Sth. — Barlj  in  the  morning  we  landed,  to  take 
a  ride  a  littie  v&y  into  the  country  vith  Dr.  Pritcbett 
and  Mr.  Lilly;  ve  had  two  horses,  and  a  bean- 
tifiil  little  skittish  mare,  which  without  due  consider- 
ation that  we  had  no  more  equestrian  experience  than 
is  becoming  to  sailors,  played  ua  Tarious  mad  pranks. 

Captain  AUen  received  a  kick  from  one,  and  Dr. 
Pritchett's  horse  seized  Mr.  Lilly  by  the  knee,  and 
dragged  him  off  the  mare  to  the  ground,  but  neither 
was  much  hurt  The  first  part  of  our  way  was  by  a 
narrow  and  rocky,  though  romantic  path ;  crossing  two  or 
three  little  brooks,  forming  a  succession  of  gentle 
cascades,  and  overhung  with  a  rich  variety  of  foliage. 
We  were  a  quarter  of  an  hour  too  late  in  starting,  as 
a  heavy  shower  came  on,  while  we  were  in  the  valley, 
where  we  were  obliged  to  take  shelter  under  a  large 
tree,  until  the  dripping  leaves  obliged  us,  at  a  gallop, 
to  seek  more  impervious  protection  from  the  torrent : 
this  was  fortunately  met  with  in  a  gentleman's  hovd,  very 
prettily  situated,  where  we  were  detained  some  time. 
On  resuming  our  journey,  we  very  soon  arrived  at  the 
anmmit  of  the  ridge,  where  we  found  there  had  been 
DO  rain  whatever,  although  we  were  afterwards  in- 
formed at  the  town,  that  it  had  rained  there  heavily 
for  four  hours. 

Our  road  was  now  good,  along  a  narrow  ridge  of 
rock,  through  numerous  plantation  of  coffee,  cas- 
sada,  &c.,  many  of  which  belong  to  Madame  Ferreira. 
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Vegetation  Beamed  to  riot  in  tbe  utmost  luxoriaDce  of 
the  tropics,  the  soil  being  exceedingly  fertile. 

The  fireah  air  and  the  richness  of  the  scenery  made 
our  ride  one  of  great  enjoyment.  Through  erery  open- 
ing in  the  magnificent  trees,  we  had  on  one  side  of  the 
ridge  or  the  other,  some  beautiful  Tiev. 

We  arrived  at  length  at  Santa  Anaa,  the  object  of 
our  ride.  It  is  a  house  which  forraeriy  belonged  to 
Madame  Ferreira's  father,  vbo  lired  there  without  ever 
coming  down  to  the  town,  and  such  is  the  purity  of  the 
air,  that  he  preserved  his  health  and  his  European — 
Portuguese — complexion.  She  was  bom  here.  The 
house  and  estate  now  belongs  to  her  brother,  who  is 
an  idiot,  and  it  is  to  be  sold  to  pay  some  alleged  defi- 
ciencies in  the  father's  account.  It  was  formerly  the 
best  on  the  island,  but  being  of  wood  is  fast  going 
to  decay.  The  church,  which  is  a  complete  ruin, — tie 
roof  having  fallen  in, — was  once  apparently  a  very 
neat  building.  The  images  and  ornaments  of  the 
high  altar  are  removed  to  a  little  room,  and  placed 
on  a  table,  opposite  to  the  window  with  a  lamp  sus* 
pendod  over  it,  to  serve  for  an  altar.  In  this  humble 
little  chapel  the  priest  offidates,  while  his  congregation 
being  very  strict  in  their  religious  observances,  assist 
at  the  mass,  on  the  green  outside. 

On  one  side  of  the  house  is  a  neat  little  village, 
inhabited  by  the  slaves  of  the  estate,  who  looked  well 
and  hi^py, — their  labours  being  very  light. 
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The  Yiew  up  the  Porto  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
house  is  singularly  picturesque ;  richly  wooded  or  culti- 
vated hills  slope  down  to  the  water's  edge  on  either 
side.  At  the  end  is  the  town,  rendered  beautiful  and 
imposing  by  distance.  In  the  background  are  the 
fantastic  forms  of  the  highest  mountains  on  the 
island,  thickly  wooded  to  the  summit.  Opposite  is 
the  Fort  St.  Antonio,  to  which  also  distance  lends 
importance. 


Our  morning's  exercise  had  given  us  an  appetite, 
and  the  prospect  of  a  ride  all  the  way  back  on  an 
empty  stomach,  was  anything  but  agreeable;  we 
therefore  hinted  at  a  boiled  egg  to  the  old  negress  who 
showed  the  house,  judging,  from  some  fowls  we  saw. 
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that  Buch  ft  thing  might  be  within  the  compass  of  her 
ability.  She,  howeTer,  held  out  no  hopes,  except  such 
aa  arose  out  of  an  apparently  reluctant  promise,  to  see 
if  the  hens  had  fumishod  the  means.  Sach  prospects 
we  had  so  often  found  to  be  fallacious  that  ve  calcu- 
lated but  little  thereon.  Nercrtheless,  after  haTing 
waited  80  long,  it  became  a  matter  of  necessity  to 
exercise  our  patience  a  little  farther, — while  the  gos- 
sips were  discussing  the  extraordinary  erent  of  the 
risit  of  the  white  men,  and  the  still  more  extraordi- 
nary &ct  that  they  wanted  a  breakfast 

Our  patience  was,  however,  rewarded;  for  we  were 
regaled  with  the  sight  of  our  old  friend  the  negress, 
crossing  the  green  from  the  village,  bearing  a  tray, 
coTeied  with  a  snow-white  though  ragged  napkin,  on 
which  were  some  beantiful  plantains,  fine  fish,  broiled 
and  boiled,  and  eggs.  These,  with  our  well-established 
appetites,  and  pure  water  from  a  calabash,  formed  a 
delicious  breakfast.  When  it  became  evident  to  the 
horses, — which  had  been  also  enjoying  a  breakfast  of 
fresh  grass  under  the  shade  of  some  noble  trees, — that 
ve  meditated  a  return  to  the  town,  they  recommenced 
their  pranks,  breaking  loose  and  galloping  round  the 
village,  to  the  no  small  terror  of  the  quiet  Uttle 
"niggers."  When  caught,  they  showed  a  decided 
repugnance  to  the  saddle,  and  kicked  most  furiously, 
until  convinced,  by  the  appUcation  of  a  bamboo  to 
their  hoo&  every  time  they  lashed  out,  that  resistance 
was  useless. 
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Our  ride  back  vas  eren  more  agreeable,  from  the 
fineness  of  the  veather ;  as  although  the  sun  shone  bril- 
liantly, it  vasnot  uncomfortably  wann.  Returning  by 
a  different  road,  ve  visited  a  quinta  belon^ng  to 
Madame  Ferreira.  of  vhich  she  has  many  all  over  the 
island,  vith  much  land  under  cultiration. 

On  arriTing  at  her  house  in  the  town  ve  found 
an  excellent  breakfast  had  long  been  waiting.  Be- 
sides our  kind  hostess,  we  had  Madame  Fretus  and 
her  two  young  and  interesting  dau{|^ters,>to  whom  we 
had  to  make  ourselves  as  agreeable  as  we  could,  under 
the  disadTantage  of  not  baring  a  language  in  common. 

It  had  been  intimated  to  Madame  Ferreira  this 
morning,  that  she  was  no  longer  to  be  kept  under 
restraint,  though  she  had  not  the  gratification  of  being 
formally  absohed  from  the  alleged  charges.  Neither 
the  GJovemor  nor  the  Chief  Judge  would  interfere  in 
her  case.  From  this  it  would  appear  that  they  think 
they  have  gone  too  far  in  persecuting  this  unprotected 
woman. 

This  lady's  residence  and  that  of  the  Governor,  are 
the  only  good  ones  in  the  town.  The  others  are  built 
of  wood,  raised  on  pilee,and  surrounded  by  spacious  imd 
heavy  verandahs;  causing  some  of  those  which  have 
apparently  slight  supports  and  bad  foundatiomi,  to  lean 
over  in  various  directions,  threatening  their  neighbours 
with  a  visitation,  as  their  penckana  may  lead  them. 
The  streets  may  lay  some  claim  to  regularity ;  and 
though  the  houses  diminish  in   importance  as  they 
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ascend  the  vallej,  the  upper  end  can  boast  of  the 
principal  church  or  cathedral. 

The  little  stream  which  flows  through  the  valley, 
dirides  into  two  branches  before  reaching  the  estuaiy, 
forming  a  miniature  delta — the  term  is  more  familiar 
than  agreeable  to  us — on  which  the  principal  part  of 
the  town  is  built. 

Mr.  Lillj  has  a  neat  little  place,  with  about  forty 
acres  of  land,  on  the  south  side  of  the  estuary,  which 
he  purchased  from  Madame  Ferreira.  He  politely 
invited  some  of  the  officers  of  the  '  Wilberforce'  to  dine 
with  him  there. 

In  a  house  near  our  friend's  we  saw  two  young  ladies, 
quite  black,  who  much  interested  us  by  their  reaUy 
fascinating  manners.  Their  dress  was  a  mixture  of 
the  European  and  African  faahiona;  and  though  a 
small  amount  of  either,  there  was  enough  for  grace  and 
modesty. 

We  obtained  some  observations  of  magnetic  dip  and 
intensity,  unfortunately  on  a  volcanic  locality,  but  we 
could  not  ascertain  whether  any  basalt  was  near  to 
affect  the  results. 

On  the  way  ofl"  to  the  Tossel,  our  merry-hearted  Kru 
paddlers  amused  us  with  one  of  their  boat  dancra. 
At  a  given  signal  from  the  leading  man,  they 
jumped  up  simultaneously  on  the  thwarts  of  the  gig, 
pirouetted  on  one  leg,  sat  down  ^ain  with  much 
agility,  paddled  three  strokes,  then  mounted  again,  and 
performed  the  same  evolutions  several  times,  which 
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they  vent  tbrougb,  keeping  the  most  exact  time ;  bat 
not  vitboat,  as  we  tbougbt,  some  danger  of  upsetting 
omr  frail  bark,  vhich  had  nerer  been  intended  for  sucb 
displays  of  African  gymnastics;  it  vas,  boverer,  conso- 
latory to  knov  from  the  lips  of  Messrs.  Frying-pan  and 
Oo.  that  we  "  no  could  drown  where  Kra  boy  lire." 

ITtursda^,  June  9tk. — We  sailed  this  day  from  the 
pretty  little  harbour  of  Porto  St.  Antonio.  In  going 
out,  the  wind  was  so  strong  against  ns,  that  we  had 
great  difficulty,  with  all  the  power  of  steam,  in  getting 
clear  of  the  point,  before  we  could  bear  up  and  make 
use  of  our  sails.  Returned  to  Weat  Bay,  where  mag- 
netic obserrations  were  made  in  the  verandah  of 
Madame  Ferreira's  house, — the  same  spot  where  some 
had  been  taken  in  1834  by  Captain  Allen.  We  had 
here  heavy  rain. 

lOth. — In  the  hope  that  a  vessel  might  arrive  during 
the  night,  our  sailing  was  delayed  till  4  A.H.,  when  we 
departed  from  Prince's  Island  to  return  to  our  position 
at  Fernando  Po,  or  in  its  vicinity.  The  disappointment 
was  very  great  at  not  finding  any  communication  frijm 
the  senior  officer  at  Prince's  Island,  which  is  the 
general  rendezvous  for  the  squadron. 

We  were  reminded  of  our  hopes  and  trials  of  last 
year  by  the  death  of  a  young  man  who  had  been  sent 
from  fjugland  as  assistant-engioeer  to  the  Expedition. 
He  was  taken  ill  soon  after  he  joined  the  'Wilberforce,' 
and  died  after  suffering  a  week.  He  could  not  get  over 
his  "  seasoning  fever,"  which  he  probably  caught  while 
waiting  for  us  at  Fernando  Po;  though  after  his  attack 
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he  had  the  advaotage  of  fresh  and  pure  breezes,  as  ve 
vere  at  sea  nearlj  the  vhole  time. 

We  made  a  rery  fair  passage  with  the  square 
fore-sail,  aasiBtiDg  the  steam,  and  our  stock  of  vood 
lasted  the  greater  part  of  the  voyage  But  the  wea- 
ther was  so  cloudy,  that  although  not  far  from  Fei^ 
naudo  Po,  we  could  not  make  out  the  laud  before 
dark. 

11^. — At  daylight  we  were  abreast  of  Bassapo. 
No  vessel  was  lying  there. 

On  approaching  Clarence  Goto,  out  expectations  were 
raised  by  seeing  a  barque  lying  at  anchor ;  but  these 
prored  as  usual  to  be  foUacioos,  it  being  an  old  slarer, 
the  *  Gk)lden  Spring,'  now  a  merchant-Tessel. 

'  Soudan'  arrived  soon  after  'Wilberforce,'  according 
to  Oaptain  Allen's  directions,  and  was  sent  back  to 
Amboises. 

June  12ih. — There  being  no  inducement  to  remain 
at  Clarence,  we  sailed  at  8  a.h.  In  order  that  we 
might  obtain  the  earliest  notice  of  any  fmivals,  the 
head  Kruman,  "Jack  Smoke,"  was  left  with  six  of 
his  "boys,"  with  orders  to  bring  immediate  intelli- 
gence, and  to  occupy  their  onemployed  time  in  cut- 
ting spars  and  fiiel  for  the  ship.  We  had  beautifiil 
weather  on  the  passage  across,  and  anchored  in  what 
appeared  to  be  a  very  sheltered  position,  between  the 
high  island  Mondoleh,  and  the  south-eastern  promon- 
tory of  the  Bay  of  Amboises. 

Commander  Ellis  said  that  the  last  few  days  that 
*  Soudan'  was  lying  near  Eieh  the  rollers  set  in  very 
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heavily,  'which  would  render  that  anchorage  unsafe, 
though  otherwise  apparently  good. 

This,  however,  according  to  Mr.  Beecroft,  is  the 
worst  time  of  the  year  for  wind,  and  when  it  ia  much 
to  the  southward,  it  brings  in  a  very  uncomfortable 
swell,  which  in  all  other  points  of  the  compass  is  broken 
by  the  chain  of  islands,  or  the  projecting  points  of  the 
hay.     We  remained  quietly  here  another  week. 

Jum  20iA. — A  delightfully  cool  morning.  Thermo- 
meter was  at  75°'5  at  daylight,  when  we  weighed  and 
went  to   the  watering  place  at  Kieh,  where,   after 


having  filled    our   tanks,    we    took  leave    of  this 
lovely  scenery  with  very  great  regret. 

On  a  second  visit  to  the  chief  of  the  "  woody  hill,"  he 
forfeited  the  good  impression  of  the  first.  In  attempt- 
ing to  purchase  a  fine  little  bullock,  we  were  quite 
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angTjT  at  his  caprice  and  extortion.  He  had  made  a 
bill  of  the  price,  vith  a  piece  of  dried  banana  leaf, 
torn  into  aa  many  sbreds  aa  he  required  "  bars,"  or 
pieces  of  cloth ;  faoTerer,  'we  had  none  which  suited 
his  fastidious  trade.     We  could  not  "  make  trade." 

During  our  frequent  yisita  to  the  Bay  of  Amboises, 
we  had  ample  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  having 
selected  it  aa  our  principal  station,  while  we  were 
obliged  to  remain  in  this  part  waiting  for  orders,  as 
the  continued  health  of  the  crews  of  '  Wilberforce' 
and  'Soudan'  justified  the  opinion  that  had  been 
formed  of  its  comparative  salubrity.  It  is  open  to  the 
almost  constant  south-west  wind  coming  in  purity 
across  the  wide  Atlantic,  and  is  backed  by  the  lofty 
Oameroons  Mountain,  over  which  the  land-breeze  passes 
at  night,  bringing  a  diminished  temperature,  which 
secures  a  calm  and  refreshing  sleep,  and,  possibly,  a 
freedom  from  noxious  exhalations.  We  experienced  a 
few  tornadoes,  but  in  general  the  weather  was  very 
beautiful,  without  much  rain.  In  the  daytime  the  men 
were  kept  in  actiyity  by  a  variety  of  little  incidents, 
occupations,  and  amusements  to  beguile  the  time;  the 
vessels  were  moved  about  from  one  part  of  the  bay  to 
another,  for  the  purpose  of  examination.  The  natives 
were  very  much  alai-med  on  our  firing  at  a  target, 
especially  the  Ohief  of  Abobbi,  for  whose  peculiar 
edification  it  was,  in  fact,  intended.  While  he  was  on 
board,  we  sent  a  shot  whistling  over  the  island,  and 
made  use  of  a  craggy  pinnacle  sort  of  islet  as  a  mark, 
till  he  begged  of  us  to  desist,  saying  that  it  kept  the 
"  saucy  water"  from  breaking  his  island. 
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There  are  kv  placea  on  the  Coast  of  Africa  more 
suitable  for  a  BetUement  than  the  Bay  of  Amboises. 

As  luud,  OD  returning  to  Fernando  Po  to  keep  the 
mimetic  term  day,  idl  eyes  vatched  the  opening  of 
the  point  forming  Olarence  Oore,  nothing  howerer,  was 
to  be  seen  there  bat  the  '  Qolden  Spring,'  vhich  had 
so  often  TUsed  our  hopes  and  disappointed  them. 

The  time  had  now  nearly  arriTed,  when  Captain 
Allen  had  resolved  if  no  orders  to  the  contrary  were 
received,  to  renew  the  operations  of  the  Expedition 
by  re-asoending  the  Niger  with  '  WilberfOTce'  and 
'Soudan.'  We  therefore  began  serionely  to  make 
preparations,  by  taking  on  board  as  Im^  a  quantity  of 
coals  as  possible,  which  wonld  enable  us  to  pass  the 
dangeroos  parts  of  the  river  without  delaying  to  cut 
wood;  and  if,  on  the  contrary,  orders  should  arrive  in 
the  meantime  for  us  to  return  to  England,  we  might 
be  able  to  make  a  long  stretch  homewards,  before  re- 
quiring another  supply. 

Some  newspapers  brought  by  the  'Ethiope'  of  the 
13th  and  29th  of  A^nil,  contained  no  allusion  to  the 
Expedition.  The  first  had,  a  simple  notice  of 
l^e  promotion  of  Captain  William  Allen,  which,  in 
the  absence  of  any  other  motive,  had  the  effect  of 
deciding  and  rather  hastening  our  departure.  The 
dispatches  uinonncing  the  intentions  of  re-entering 
the  river,  which  had  been  sent  from  Ascension,  on 
the  12th  of  February,  having  had  two  months  to  reach 
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England  hj  the  ISth  of  April,  and  more  tlian  two 
montha  haTiog  since  elapsed.  Captain  Allen  considered 
that  this  fact  of  his  promotion,  might  be  taken  as 
some  proof  of  the  approbation  of  Her  MajestT's 
GoTemment,  of  the  views  detailed  in  those  dispatches; 
he  therefore  resolved,  much  against  his  own  personal 
wishes,  to  lose  no  more  time,  bat  sail  immediately  in 
prosecntion  of  the  objects  of  the  Expedition,  which  a 
fiirther  delay  might  interfere  with,  bj  curtailing  the 
period  of  remaining  in  the  river. 

It  may  be  as  well  here  to  state  briefly,  what  were 
Captain  Allen's  intentions,  had  not  the  opportune 
arrival  of  the  orders  from  Bngland  prevented  him. 

On  arriving  at  the  model  farm  near  the  confluence 
of  the  two  rivers,  he  would  have  left  the  '  Soudan'  to 
arrange  the  affairs  of  that  establishment,  if  necessary, 
and  taking  Oommissioner  Cook  with  him,  would  have 
proceeded  at  once  to  Rabbah;  as  it  had  been  originally 
an  object,  in  which  all  the  CommiBsioners  were  agreed, 
to  gain  over  if  possible,  to  the  wishes  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  the  chief  of  the  Filatahs,  who  resides 
in  that  city.  The  n^otiations  wit^  minor  chiefe 
would  then  have  been  easy,  as  his  influence  is  so 
widely  extended,  tf  time  and  health  had  permit- 
ted,  he  would  afterwards  have  ascended  the  river 
Chadda,  to  carry  out  the  instmctions  with  any  power- 
ful chief — as  yet  unknown — who  might  have  been 
found  on  its  banks ;  and  to  add  to  geographical  science 
some  knowledge  of  that  noble  river,  which  he  had 
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many  reasoos  for  believing  to  be  the  more  important 
of  tbe  tw(^ — tbe  Niger  being  its  tributary  :  and  also 
that  it  may  be  the  outlet  of  the  Lake  Chad. 

By  landing  all  the  heavy  and  bulky  articles  vhich 
were  not  likely  to  be  wanted  in  the  rirer,  we  had  so 
mnch  lightened,  and  cleared  the  Teasel,  that  we  were 
able  to  take  on  board  one  hundred  and  thirty-fiTe  tons 
of  coals.  This  woold,  on  the  calculation  of  the 
engineer,  be  sofBcient  for  forty  days  of  river  nariga- 
tion,  that  is,  by  steaming  only  in  the  day  time. 

Oaptain  Allen  endeavoured  to  arrange  with  Mr. 
Beecroft  to  accompany  us  with  a  cargo  of  coals,  and  to 
bring  thirty  tons  more  in  a  month,  to  be  deposited  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Niger.  He  would  willingly  have 
acceded,  bnt  stated  that  the  plans  and  interests  of 
his  employer  would  not  admit  of  it. 

Although  most  of  the  officers  and  men  had  been 
anxiously  looking  for  the  return  to  England,  and 
though  nearly  all  of  the  men  who  had  suffered,  wished 
at  one  time  to  have  left  the  vessels  at  Ascension, 
nevertheless  we  believe  they  were  cheerfally  disposed 
again  to  enconnter  the  dang^s  of  the  river,  in  the 
execution  of  their  duty,  hombly  relying  on  the  wisdom 
and  power  of  the  Omnipotent  Protector,  who  had 
soffered  us  to  escape  from  them  on  the  former 
occaaion. 

A  modification  of  these  arrangements,  however, 
became  necessary,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Commissioner 
Cook  decided  at  this  time,  to  return  to  England  in  the 
T  2 
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barque  '(Jolden  Spring.'  It  would  therefore  have 
been  adrisable,  in  order  to  relieve  Captain  Alien  from 
the  oneroos  responsibility  of  being  the  sole  commis- 
sioner, to  have  appointed  Acting-commander  EIUb  to 
aBsiHt  him  in  that  office,  vhich  he  would  have  done 
after  leaving  Fernando  Po,  according  to  the  provision 
in  Lord  John  Russell's  instructions. 

Our  preparations  were  very  nearly  completed,  and 
it  was  the  intention  of  Captain  Allen  to  have  sailed 
for  the  Niger  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  the  25th 
June;  vhen  in  one  moment  all  these  plans  were 
changed :  all  hands  were  awakened  at  one  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  24th,  by  the  report  that  a  steamer 
was  in  the  offing. 

The  order  for  a  boat  was  hardly  issued,  when  one 
shoved  off  from  the  '  Wilberforce'  with  a  mixed  crew 
of  officers  and  men,  so  great  was  the  anxiety  to  obtain 
information  as  to  our  destiny. 

A  very  few  minutes  brought  Lieutenant  Gooch*.  the 
Commander  of  H.M.S.  vessel  'Kite,'  on  board,  who 
had  been  sent  express  from  England,  with  despatches 
from  the  Colonial  Office  and  the  Admiralty,  to  the 
senior  officer  on  the  station,  to  stop  the  further  pro-' 
ceedings  of  the  Expedition ;  the  officers  and  men  of 
which,  he  was  directed  to  forward  to  England  by  the  first 
opportunity.  Ho  was,  moreover,  instructed  to  send  one 
of  the  steamers  up  the  Niger,  with  a  black  crew,  and 

*  Now  Ctqitaiii. 
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a  limited  bat  requisite  number  of  vhite  officers,  to  com- 
manicate  vith  tbe  settlers  tbere,  to  bring  them  and 
their  property  avaj,  if  they  irished  to  abandon  the 
model  farm.  One  of  the  GonunissioQera  was  directed, 
in  Lord  Stanley's  minnte,  to  accompany  the  steamer, 
and  decide  on  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of  that 
establishment,  whether  it  vas  to  be  continued  or 
not ;  and  if  circamstaDces  were  peculiarly  favonrable, 
e^)ecially  as  to  health,  &c.,  he  was  authorized  to  pro- 
ceed as  far  as  Rabbah,  in  order  to  open  a  communica- 
tion with  that  dty,  but  he  was  not  on  any  account  to 
explore  the  river  beyond. 

After  the  resolution  Captain  Allen  had  with  great 
difficulty  come  to,  of  again  tempting  the  climate  of  the 
deadly  Niger, — after  the  preparations  he  bad  completed, 
the  plans  he  had  formed,  the  length  of  time  he  had  dwelt 
on  them,  and  the  hopes  be  had  of  being  able,  under 
God's  providence,  to  carry  them  into  execution — it  was 
not  without  something  like  a  sense  of  disappointment 
that  he  found  in  one  instant  all  his  projects  entirely  over- 
turoed.  On  the  other  hand,  he  could  not  but  feel  that 
these  wishes  were  in  a  manner  factitious,  being  excited 
by  long  meditation  on  the  subject,  and  by  a  desire  to 
perform  to  the  ubnost  the  duty,  which  had  unfortunately 
devolved  on  him.  He  had  a  severe  struggle  in  his 
mind  throughout  the  night  as  to  whether  he  should  him- 
self undertake  the  charge  pointed  out,  or  give  Mr.  Oook 
'  the  alternative.  In  fine,  he  considered  that  Lord 
Stanley's  minute  was  not  imperative  on  him ;  that  the 
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ioBtructioiia  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiraltj  required 
that  the  officers  and  men  composing  the  Expedition 
should  he  sent  home,  vithout  exempting  him, — and 
that  coQseqaentlj  thej  did  not  authorize  him  to  ahan- 
don  hia  ship's  company;  moreorer,  that  those  instruc- 
tions decidedly  stated,  that  volunteer  ofKcers  vere  to 
be  sent  on  that  service ;  lastly,  not  only  that  the 
service  vras  one  with  which  he  was  not  officially  con- 
nected, namely,  that  of  regulating  tlie  affairs  of  the 
model  farm  on  the  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of  that 
establishment,  but  the  wishes  of  those  proprietors  ex- 
pressly pointed  to  Mr.  Oook  in  the  letter  of  their 
ch&irmui ;  Capttdn  Allen,  therefore,  guided  by  all 
these  drcomstancea,  decided  on  yielding  the  post  to 
'  that  gentleman ;  who,  on  the  proposition  being  made 
to  him,  consented  to  undertake  it,  though,  on  subse- 
quent consideration,  he  thought  it  adrisable  to  decline 
it;  and  he  took  his  departure  for  England  in  the 
barque,  '  Golden  Spring,'  which  v^sel  was  about  to 
sail. 

Another  difficulty  arose  firom  the  fact  of  the  absence 
of  the  senior  officer,  Captain  Foote,  to  whom  the 
Admir^ty  instructions  were  directed,  and  the  proba- 
bility that  it  would  be  a  considerable  time  before  he 
could  visit  this  part  of  the  station.  Sending  the '  Eite' 
in  search  of  him  was  quite  out  of  the  question.  It 
therefore  became  necessary,  for  Captain  Allen  to  take 
upon  himself,  the  prompt  execution  of  their  Lordships' 
wishes.     In  this  he  had  the  high  gratification  to  find. 
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that  he  waa  most  cheerful!;  seconded  by  the  zeal  of 
his  first  lieutenant,  W.  H.  Webb,  who,  with  a  requisite 
aumber  of  of&cera*,  rolunteered  without  hesitation, 
for  a  serrice  of  almost  unparalleled  danger,  aa  their 
sufferings  had  already  taught  them,  and  the  result 
subsequently  proved,  by  the  sacrifice  of  two  of  tie 
iimUed  number. 

The  preparations  in  the  '  WUberforce'  having  been 
already  nearly  completed  for  the  voyage,  httle  was  left 
to  be  done,  but  to  fill  up  with  coals,  and  to  turn  over  the 
remaining  officers  of  '  Wilberforce'  temporarily  to  the 
'  Soudan,'  and  prepare  the  instructions  for  Lieutenant 
Webb,  who,  with  hia  gallant  little  band  of  volunteera, 
lost  no  time  in  making  hia  arrangements.  Mr.  Webb 
made  his  selection  of  forty  of  the  best  Erumen,  among 
whom  was  Captain  Allen's  faithful  Jack  Smoke,  who 
had  weU  sustained  his  excellent  character. 

Simday,  June  2Gth. — The  Captain  performed 
Divine  Service  for  the  last  time,  to  his  little  congre- 
gation :  and  all  the  o6Scers  were  assembled  at  a  fare- 
well dinner  at  hia  table.  The  various  thoughts  that 
crowded  in  their  minds,  however,  prevented  all 
approach  to  cheerfulness.     It  was  rather  a  moumfiil 


■  The  officers  were  LUnUnant  W.  H.  Webb,  Kb.  J.  H.  R.  Webb, 
Acting-Puisei ;  Mr.  —  Uensman,  Afnitant-Saigeoii,  leaident  me- 
dical officer  of  Fernando  Po ;  Mr.  John  Waddington,  Bootawun;  Hr. 
Henry  Davey,  Carpenter ;  Messrs.  W.  JoliDstori,  Croes  and  Henty 
Collini^  Eighteen. 
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Wednesday,  29tk. — All  the  arrangementa  faaTing 
been  made,  the  'Kite'  took  'Wilberforce'  in  toir,  in 
order  that  the  latter  might  enter  the  riyer  with  as 
much  coal  as  posrable.  Captain  Allen  embarked  in 
the  'Kite,'  to  see  his  old  ship  safely  orer  tiie  bar. 

We  had  a  strong  adverse  vind,  so  1;bat  we  coold 
only  make  about  three  and  a-half  knots  against  it. 

Friday,  IstJuh). — In  the  morning  ve passed  the  Rio 
Bento,  or  St.  John's,  and  soon  after  ve  made  out  the 
"Gate  of  the  Cemetery,"  the  Bio  Nun,  or  principal 
uayigable  embouchure  of  the  Nigw.  We  observed  first 
the  "gaUovs-like"  tree,  on  Point  Tilana;  then  bj  open- 
ing the  three  points  ve  distindJy  saw  the  ragged  tree 
on  the  Second  Point,  and  Alburkah  Island.  At  11, 
both  vessels  anchored  in  four  and  a-quarter  fathoms, 
off  the  mouth  of  the  river.  It  was  high  water,  and  so 
smooth,  that  'Wilberforce'  might  have  entered  at  once, 
but  some  little  final  matters  detained  her  till  the 
following  day.  At  low  water  a  heavy  tumultooua  surf 
was  seen  breaking. 

2nd. — The  morning  was  eicessirely  ^oomy  when 
the  '  Wilberforce '  crossed  the  bar  to  pursue  her  soU- 
tary  route ;  dense  black  clouds,  shrouded  the  entrance 
to  the  Niger,  and  seemed  to  be  deluging  it  with  torrents 
of  rain. 

Captain  Allen  watched  her  with  intense  and  ptunM 
anxiety,  sometimes  she  appeared  too  far  to  the  west- 
ward towards  the  spit,  and  once  he  fancied  she  had 
"broached  to,"  among  the  breakers,  of  which  there 
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Teie  some  on  the  bar,  although  it  vm  high-vater.  At 
length  he  had  the  gratification  of  eeeing  the  ensign 
hoisted,  the  preconcerted  signal  of  having  passed  the 
dangerous  part  in  Bafetj.  Soon  after  this  the  reaael 
vaslost  sight  of,  in  a  hearj  intervening  ^ower  of  rain. 

The  'Kite'  weighed  at  11  o'clock,  and  proceeded  to 
Prince's  Island,  in  order  to  obtain  intelligence  of  the 
senior  officer's  movements — we  had  a  strong  head-wind 
during  oar  passage. 

July  ith. — Id  the  evening,  anchored  in  West  Baj, 
Prince's  Island.  Found  bj  a  memorandum  which  had 
been  left  there,  for  the  guidance  of  the  cruizers,  that 
Captain  Foote,  after  visiting  the  southern  part  of  his 
station,  would  pass  a  month  at  Ascension.  In  the 
absence  therefore  of  the  proper  authority,  it  was  incum- 
bent on  Oaptain  Allen  to  make  the  necessary  airange- 
ments  for  convejing  the  remaining  officers  and  men  to 
Bn^and  on  his  own  responsibilitj,  since  it  would  have 
been  incurring  a  fearfhl  risk,  nay  almost  certainty  of 
much  loss  of  life,  to  have  kept  them  crowded  in  the 
little  'Soudan,'  until  the  Commodore's  arrival. 

The  only  alternative  was  for  Captain  Allen  to  order 
the  'Kite'  to  receive  all  on  board,  and  proceed  home- 
wards. In  this  he  was  borne  out  by  the  Admiralty 
Instructions,  which  authorized  any  vessel  of  the  Afri- 
can Squadron  to  be  devoted  to  this  service,  if  none 
were  about  to  sail  for  England.  Moreover  the  '  Kite* 
was  in  such  a  defective  state,  that  she  would  not  long 
have  been  serviceable  as  a  cruiser.     While  the  peculiar 
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capabilities  of  the  Teseel  from  huTing  been  a  packet, 
vould  afford  accommodation  for  the  ofBcers,  and  led  to 
the  presomption  that  the  Admiralty  had  sach  a  con- 
tingency in  Tiew,  in  sheeting  the  'Kite.'  On  retuni- 
ing  to  Fernando  Po,  therefore,  on  the  5th  July,  Captun 
Allen  ordered  Lieutenant  Gooch  to  receive  on  boiuxl, 
all  the  ofELcers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Expedition, 
and  to  proceed  at  once  to  England. 

DiapatcheB  were  left  for  Captain  Foote,  annonndng 
this  determiaation,  and  enclosing  duplicates  of  the 
instructions  from  the  Colonial  Office  and  the  Admi- 
ralty :  also  a  request  to  the  officers  of  t^e  squadron, 
that  they  would  occasionally  visit  the  Nun  branch  of 
the  Niger,  in  order  to  be  able  to  render  assistance  to 
Lieutenant  Webb,  if  he  should  require  it  on  his  return 
from  the  interior. 

The  GoTemment  stores  belonging  to  the  Expedi- 
tion, including  valuable  presents  for  the  chiefs,  &c., 
vere  placed  in  secure  houses  at  Clarence  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  White,  the  agent  for  the  West  African 
Company,  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  senior  officer  on 
the  coast. 

Chai;ge  of  the  '  Soudan'  vas  given,  vith  a  second 
master's  appointment,  to  Mj.  Sturgess,  who  had  volun- 
teered for  that  service,  and  eleven  seamen  were  left 
with  him,  who  bad  been  sent  out  from  England  in  the 
*  Kite'  to  join  t^e  squadron. 

Before  leaving  Fernando  Po,  we  visited  for  the  last 
time,  the  email  locality  appropriated  as  a  burying- 
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ground.  There  bo  masxy  of  oar  brave  companions  had 
fband  a  last  resting-place.  It  ia  a  little  oatside  of 
the  town;  a  narroT  winding  footpath  leads  to  it, 
tJirough  paths  of  gnava  and  other  dark-leaved  trees, 
and  near  it  a  monnnring  stream  pursues  its  downward 
courae.  Od  reaching  the  sequestered  spot,  we  stood 
once  more  beside  the  loflj  cotton-tree,  at  the  broad  base 
of  which,  is  the  tumulus  marking  the  grave  of  Richard 
Lander.  Near  that  enterprising  traveller  is  deposited, 
all  that  was  mortal  of  the  talented  and  amiable  Com- 
mander Bird  Allen,  and  on  the  right  and  left  those 
of  Lieutenant  Darid  Hope  Stenhouse  and  Mr.  W.  C. 
WiUie,  mate,  while  around  are  commingled  the 
remains  of  Doctor  Vogel,  botanist,  Mr.  G.  B.  Harvey, 
master;  James  Wood  and  Horatio  Collman,  assistant- 
surgeons;  W.  H.  Wilmett,  clerk,  Louis  Wolf,  seaman 
schoolmaster,  Robert  Milward,  purser's  steward, 
Morgan  Einson,  marine,  John  McOUntock,  Peter  Fitz- 
gerald, and  Christopher  Bigley,  stokers. 

How  quiet,  solemn,  and  how  full  of  melancholy 
interest  did  that  litde  place  appear,  draped  with  the 
sombre  and  almost  impenetrable  underwood,  which 
nature  in  her  luxuriance  had  already  began  to  throw 
around.  'Twas  not  eight  months  since  all  these  our 
friends,  companions,  fellow-labourers,  had  been  laid 
there,  and  now  each  mound  was  mantled  with  a  vege- 
tation which  almost  obscured  them  from  view:  yet 
still  the  mi^ty  bombaz,  with  ite  stupendous  branches, 
orershadowod  them,   sprinkling    around    the    silken 
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cottoD  from  its  pendant  seeds;  the  broad-leared 
banana,  disturbed  by  the  squirrel  in  hia  eTeoing 
gambols,  moved  slowly  to  and  fro ;  while  on  high  the 
graceful  palms  reared  their  drooping  plumes,  and  lent 
their  trailing  dependents,  the  parasitic  orchtdacece,  to 
scatter  their  blossomS)  and  diffuae  their  odours,  over  a 
spot  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  philanthropist,  the 
man  of  science,  and  the  "  friends  of  Africa." 


Jvly  7th. — All  our  preparations  having  been  com- 
pleted, we  set  sail  for  England ;  our  thoughts,  which, 
but  a  few  days  previonsly,  had  been  cheerfully  bent 
on  the  prosecution  of  an  arduous  duty,  were  now 
turned  with  more  joyful  feelings  towards  home,  the 
factitious  excitement  having  ceased  to  exist. 


^dbyGooglc 


PASSAQX   HOMB.  333 

The  'Kite'  touched  at  Sierra  Leone,  BonaTista, 
Teneriffe,  Madeira,  and  Lisbon,  to  tE^e  in  coals. 
Lisbon  was  the  first  opportunity  we  had,  of  giTing 
intimation  to  Her  Majest/s  Goremment  of  the  fulfil- 
ment of  their  instructions.  All  vere  in  good  health 
on  the  passage,  vith  the  exception  of  Oaptain  Allen, 
Those  mind  being  freed  from  the  responsibility  bj 
vhich  it  had  been  so  long  absorbed,  no  longer  sup- 
ported him  against  the  effect  of  the  climate.  He  had 
au  attack  of  fever,  which  at  one  time  placed  his  life  in 
some  danger. 

It  is  a  carious  coincidence  with  the  period  of  attack 
in  other  cases,  that  it  came  on  about  the  sixteenth 
day  of  his  having  been  on  shore  at  Sierra  Leone. 
On  arriving  at  Madeira  he  was  so  weak,  that  he 
was  tmahle  to  walk ;  but  the  effect  of  mountain  sir 
in  that  lovely  island,  was  almost  miraculous.  Mr. 
Veitch  having  kindly  offered  him  the  use  of  his 
country-house  in  the  "  Jardine" — t  mark  of  hospitable 
attention,  which  Mr.  Webster  Gordon  also  showed  by 
inviting  him  to  his  beantifiil  residence  at  the  Monte, 
Captain  AUen  was  immediately  taken  to  the  "  Jardine," 
situated  at  an  elevation  of  about  5,000  feet,  in  a 
hammock;  and  having  been  there  only  two  nights  and 
one  clear  day,  on  which  he  was  able  to  onjoy  the 
beauty  of  the  scenery,  his  strength  was  so  far  restored, 
that  he  rode  half  the  way  down  on  horsebacL 

Lieutenant  Gooch  had  anticipated  the  possibility 
of  being  ordered  to  bring  us  home ;  and  had  most 
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liberally  and  handsomely  provided  for  it,  by  laying  in 
a  large  stock  of  cabin  stores  of  the  beet  deficriptioD. 
He  enhanced  all  these  advantages  by  the  provident 
arrangements  of  a  good  officer,  as  veil  as  the  constant 
cheerfidness  and  nrbane  attentiom,  of  a  well-bred 
gentleman. 

The  poor  '  Kite'  was  however  a  dull  sailer ;  and  we 
were  fifty-seven  daya  making  the  passage.  As  we 
approached  the  shores  of  our  dear  country,  we  were 
obhged  to  alter  the  original  intentions  of  going  to 
Portsmouth,  by  some  little  disasters  which  occurred  to 
the  already  defective  engines ;  and  added  to  which, 
the  coals  in  the  bunkers  were  found  to  have  taken  fire 
by  spontaneous  combustion ;  some  beams  were  even 
chured  before  it  could  be  extinguished.  We  there* 
fore  put  into  Plymouth  on  the  2nd  September,  which 
was  fortunate,  as  we  found  the  Lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty there,  who  did  Captain  Allen  the  honour  to 
receive  him,  with  a  /ery  distinguished  and  public  mark 
of  their  Lordships'  approbation. 
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Lieutenant  Webb'a  Instractiona— Re-enters  the  Nigeiv-Altered  ap- 
peuance  of  the  Rirer— Foice  of  the  Cnneat— Aitchor  off  Abdh 
Creek — ViHt  to  Obi — Inquiiy  relatire  to  the  fate  of  Mi,  Can. 
— Obi'a  pretended  Ignonnce— King  Boy's  statement— The  hoatile 
town — The  '  Wilberforoe'  gets  agnmnd — People  encamped  on  the 
Band-tanVs— Calls  off  Iddah— The  vessel  grounds  again — Present  to 
the  Att&h  of  the  Eggsrshs-^Intricate  navigation— Vessel  strikes  on 
a  concealed  reef— Dangsroas  position — The  exertions  of  the  crew— 
Amada  Bae  visits  the '  Wilberfbrce'— Beaches  the  Model  Fann— Im- 
portance of  divisional  compartments  in  iron  vessels— Shimaboe,  the 
Attih's  uncle— Lieutenant  Webb  endeavonrs  to  hold  communica- 
tion with  the  Filatshs— Agajsh,  Chief  of  Prlapl— A  Letter  and 
Present  sent  to  the  King  of  Rabbah^-The  Model  Farm  abandoned 
—lieutenant  Webb's  reasons  for  so  doing— Departure  from  the 
Confluence — Sickly  condition  of  the  ciew-i-Frooeedinga  at  Ab6h— 
Obi's  treacherons  behaviour— Attempt  to  seize  Lieutenant  Webb- 
Mr.  Carl's  snpposed  fate. 

Saturday,  July  2f)(f. —Lieutenant  Webb  baring 
received  bis  final  orders  from  Captain  Allen,  of  vbicb 
tbe  following  is  a  copy*,  tbe  'Wilberforoe'  got  imder 


*  "  WiLUAit  Allkr,  Captain  and  CommisaioDer. 

**  Her  Majesty's  Steamer  '  Wilberforce,'  Clarence  Cove, 
Fernando  Po,  29tli  June,  184S. 
"  Sib,— Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  having  declared  that  tbe  Niger 
Expedition  la  at  an  end,  but  that  one  of  the  vessels  shall  be  sent  up 
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-wei^,  and  steamed  into  the  rirer,  first  taMog  leare 
of  Oaptain  W.  Allen,  with  a  salute  and  three  hearty 
cheers.    Having  crossed  the  dangerous  bar,  and  reached 


the  Tiv«r  for  tiia  purpose  of  communicating  with  the  model  fium ;  sDd 
ai  70U  have  rolnnteered  for  this  service,  I  hereby  appoint  you  to  the 
temporary  oomnund  of  Ber  Majesty's  Hte&mer  '  Wilbeiforce ;'  and  it 
is  my  direction  tiiat,  as  soon  as  your  preparationa  diall  be  completed, 
yoD  proceed  to  the  Nun  branch  of  the  River  Niger,  and  that  you  cany 
into  effect  the  wishes  of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  As  I  hare  the 
taOoA  confidence  in  yonr  zeal  and  discretion,  I  feel  that  I  caanot  do 
better  than  enclose  copies  of  their  Lordships*  letter  to  Captain  Foot^ 
together  with  Lord  Stanley's  minute,  strictly  enjoining  yon  to  carry 
ont  the  spirit  of  the  views  of  their  Lordshipe  therein  contained.  I 
will  only  add,  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  yon  nse  every 
dispatch  connstent  with  the  safety  of  the  vessel,  in  accomplishing  the 
service  intrusted  to  yon ;  and  that,  slthoagh  Lord  Stanley  permits 
yon  to  communicate  with  Rabbah,  it  is  only  to  be  done  under  ths 
most  &TOnrable  circumstancee.  If,  therefore,  the  slightest  symptoms 
of  sickness  stioald  break  out  among  your  European  party,  yon  are  on 
no  account  to  attempt  it.  In  any  case  my  opinion  is,  that  it  is  not 
desirable  to  appear  before  Rabbah  with  a  reduced  complement  of 
officers,  and  a  black  crew ;  as  the  natives,  knowing  the  deadly  eSiet 
which  tbeir  climate  has  always  had  on  ns,  will  believe  that  it  places 
them  beyond  the  reach  of  white  men,  espetdally  if  any  of  your  officers 
should  be  sick  while  there.  You  will  observe  also,  that  Lord  Stan- 
ley, and  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  are  pereinptoiy  in  commanding 
yon  not  to  go  beyond  Rabbah,  nor  to  explore  the  river  with  Her 
Majesty's  vessel. 

"  You  have  with  you,  what  yon  consider  a  sufficient  number  of 
officers,  and  on  their  seal  and  cordial  oo-opemtion  I  feel  confident  yon 
may  rely.  At  your  strong  instance  I  have  appointed  a  third  engi- 
neer, which  I  agree  with  yon  in  thinking  absolutely  neoeasuy.  The 
Ejvmen  are  of  your  own  selection ;  one  of  whom,  Yirriba  George, 
the  stoker,  was  promised  his  dieoharge  when  he  should  go  up  the 
river  again.    He  also  applied  for  It  when  I  was  at  Rabbah,  in  the 
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the  entrance  of  the  Nun,  the  Teasel  vaa  gromided,  to 
repair  the  tail  of  the  rudder,  vhich  hsTing  been  carried 
away  soon  after  leaTing  Fernando  Po,  rendered  the 


Alburkah.    You  an  therefore  to  disoharge  him  at  any  conTeaient 
place,  pftying  him  the  amount  of  his  wages  in  goods  aad  oowriea. 

"  Mr.  Cook,  the  Civil  Commiauouer,  having  Tery  recently  altered 
the  deUrmmation  he  had  made  to  accompany  jou,  ft^  the  pnrpoM  of 
attending  to  the  interaets  of  the  proprietor!  of  the  model  bita,  tbia 
difBcnlt  task  derolree  on  jon  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  yoa  will  do  all 
in  your  power  to  comply  with  Uie  wiabee  expressed  by  the  Chairman 
of  tile  Sodety  in  hia  letter  to  Hr.  Cook,  I  would,  however,  impreas 
on  your  mind  the  importance  of  deeply  conaideriug  the  condition  in 
wtdoh  yon  may  find  the  aettlen  at  the  modal  ftnn,  since  much  of  the 
fiitnn  good  to  Africa  which  may  atill  be  hoped  to  ariae  out  of  tbe 
exertions  which  have  been  mode  in  her  behalf,  may  depend  on  the 
dednon  to  which  yoa  may  come  witli  respect  to  that  eatabliahment. 
At  the  some  time  I  must  expreas  my  oonTietion  that  tfaoee  who  are 
interested  in  it,  will  be  tatlefied  with  wboteTer  oouiee  you  may 
tdce. 

"  Aa  Her  M^eaty  haa  declined  to  accept  the  aoTereignty,  or  pro- 
prietary intereat,  in  any  land  which  the  Att&b  has  agreed  to  cede  to 
Her  Majesty,  yon  will  explain  to  the  Attih,  or  to  his  offioers,  that 
the  penon  left  In  charge  of  the  model  foim,  is  to  be  considered  on 
the  behalf  of  the  Agricnltnral  Society,  as  the  proprietor  of  such  a 
portion  of  the  toriltoiy  originally  proposed  to  be  purchased,  as  may 
be  agreed  on  by  you,  in  consideration  of  tlte  aum  of  160,000  cowriest 
which  has  been  paid  to  the  Attih's  agents,  being  one-fifth  of  the 
whole  purchase-money.  The  limits  of  such  portion  ore  to  be  dearly 
defined  by  yon,  and  explained  as  well  to  the  native  anthoritiee  as  to 
onr  settleTBL  Yon  will  also  explain  to  the  settlers  who  may  choose 
to  remain,  that  they  will  not  be  under  the  sovereignty  of  the  British 
Queen,  but  under  tliat  of  the  Attih  of  h^guah,  and  they  muat  therefore 
abstain  from  violating  any  of  his  laws.  You  may  posaibly  be  able  to 
■tipnlate  on  thrir  behalf  for  the  taxes  and  duties  to  which  they  will 
be  liable. 

TOL.    II.  Z 


^d  by  Google 


INSTBCCmOKS. 


Bteering  verj  difficult     By  the  actire  exertions  of  the 
carpenter  and  en^eers,  the  defect  vaa  remedied  in  a 


"  The  Chief  of  Ibv,  and  of  Egganh,  itKn  agreed  to  nboliah  for  erer 
the  ilare  trade  in  their  dominionB ;  bnt  as  it  ii  rewonable  to  snp- 
pose,  that  without  the  presence  of  a  reatruuiog  inflDence,  they  will 
not  take  aetiTe  Taeoniree  to  enforce  the  obeerrance  of  the  treatjr  bj 
their  subjects,  yoa  may  have  opportiuiitiee  of  oeeing  this  inbuinan 
practice  still  carried  on.  I  am  dearly  of  opinion,  nnder  exiating 
circuDiHtancea,  that  yon  should  refr^n  from  all  interference  in  inch  a 
case,  since,  in  the  first  place,  we  have  no  anthority  from  the  Admi- 
nlty  (or  capturing  any  Teasel  or  canoe  engaged  in  it;  and  in  the 
next,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  such  capture  being  totally  at  van* 
ano«  with  the  prejudices  and  ideas  of  right  and  wrong  they  hare 
hitherto  entertained ;  the  natives  not  only  would  be  unable  to  qipre- 
ciate  the  principle  upon  wbioh  yon  act,  but  they  might  probably 
imagine  that  you  have  used  yonr  power  for  the  pnrpcee  of  t^pro- 
priating  the  slaves  to  yourself.  And,  lastly,  instances  of  rigour, 
although  just,  if  they  I>e  not  followed  up,  may,  by  exasperating  the 
natives,  be  productive  of  much  evil,  not  only  to  those  persons  who 
may  remain  u  settkrs,  bnt  to  any  future  enterprise  which  may  be 
purely  commercial. 

"  On  yonr  return  to  the  coast  you  will  find  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
Teasels  at  the  mondi  of  the  Nnn  ready  to  assist  yoo,  and  probably 
with  orders  from  the  Senior  Officer;  otherwise  yon  will  return  to 
this  port,  and  be  guided  by  instruction^  which  you  will  here  receive. 

"  You  will  request  the  Senior  Officer  that  he  be  pleased  to  take 
steps  for  sending  all  the  Kmmen  and  liberated  Africans  cwmpoaing 
yonr  crew,  to  their  reepeotive  countries ;  and  yon  will  remember,  in 
mailing  out  their  pay-lists,  that  such  men  as  you  may  think  desecviag 
of  it,  are  entitled  to  one  month's  extra  pay,  as  a  reward  for  their 
good  services. 

"  1  have,  &c, 

"  (Signed)        WrixuM  Allbn,  Captain,  and 
Senior  Commissioner. 
«  To  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Wmbs, 
"  Her  Majesty's  Steam-vessel  'Wllberforoe,' " 


^d  by  Google 


LIECTBHANT  WEBBS  PBOCEEDUTQS.  339 

few  hours,  bat  UDfortoDatelj  the  night  tide  vaa  lost, 
aod  thej  vere  onaToidablj  detained  until  the  morning 
of  the  folloving  daj,  vhen  they  b^an  the  ascent. 

Although  the  tide  -was  then  at  flood.  Lieutenant 
Webb  fonnd  no  Tariation  in  the  soundings  or  the 
strength  of  the  carrent,  as  obseired  on  the  first  visit ; 
until  arriving  sear  Sunday  Island,  where  the  influence 
of  the  tide  ceases,  and  the  sombre-looking  mangrove 
b^ins  to  disappear.  There  the  obstacles  commenced, 
and,  as  Captain  Allen  had  predicted,  the  appearance  of 
the  river  was  totally  diflierent,  to  what  it  had  been 
during  the  rainy  season.  Sandbanks  presented  them- 
selves in  all  parts  of  the  bed  of  the  stream,  in  some 
places  extending  nearly  across  the  whole  width,  and 
never  aflfording  more  than  from  seven  to  ten  feet  of 
water,  or  if  it  happened  to  he  somewhat  deeper  near 
the  banks,  the  snags,  (sunken  trees)  protmded  in  such 
numbers,  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  they 
were  avoided. 

As  the'WilberfOTce'  proceeded  upwards,  few  of  the 
natives  made  their  appearance  in  the  several  villages 
and  towns;  nor  was  there  the  same  curiosity,  fear,  or 
wonder,  depicted  on  their  countenances  as  on  the 
previous  visit ;  indeed  the  "Devil  ship"  passed  ^ong 
almcnt  unheeded,  except  by  a  few,  who,  for  a  moment, 
left  off  their  occupations  to  gaze  at  her.  Lieutenant 
Webb  was  of  opinion,  this  indifference  might  have 
arisen  from  the  tittle  intercourse  we  had  had  with  the 
tribes  in  the  D^ta,  or  possibly  as  he  suspected  in 
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many  cases,  from  their  haviDg  had  some  knowledge  of 
Hr.  Carr's  fate,  and  therefore  apprehenBive  that  the 
object  of  the  present  mission  vas  to  retaliate. 

Abore  Sunday  Island,  the  current  vas  found  at 
that  season  to  hare  lost  mndi  of  its  force,  nCTer  exceed- 
ing two  knots  below  Ab6h,  which  taken  in  reference  to 
steam-Teasels  of  smaller  dimensions  and  better  propor- 
tioned powers  than  the  *Wilberforce,'  affords,  according 
to  Lieutenant  Webb's  opinion,  a  good  aigoment  for 
preferring  to  ascend  the  river  in  the  month  of  Jolj  or 
CTcn  so  earlj  as  the  middle  of  June. 

On  amTing  at  the  branch  of  the  river  above  Ingj- 
ama,  through  which  the  'Wilberforce'  made  the  passage 
in  the  August  previous,  and  which  Captain  W.  Allen 
thought  might  be  tried  on  this  occasion  witii  advantage, 
it  appeared  to  be  nearlj  dry,  and  quite  precluded  the 
possibility  of  taking  that  route.  The  banks  of  the 
river,  which  in  the  rainy  season  had  been  in  many 
cases  inundated,  now  presented  an  elevation,  varying 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet,  while  here  and  there,  even 
in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  sand  banks  rose  sevend  feet 
above  the  surface.  In  fact  this  formerly  broad  sheet  of 
vater  was  dinunished  to  a  nturow  stream  abounding 
in  shoals.  In  the  nei^bonrhood  of  the  larger  Benin 
Branch,  whidi  vas  reached  on  the  Stii  July,  these 
irregular  deposits  of  sand  were  so  numeroos,  and 
intersected  the  river  in  such  a  variety  of  ways,  that  the 
vessel  grounded  several  times  before  they  succeeded  in 
finding  a  proper  channel     What  rendered  the  naviga- 


^dbyGooglc 


ABRIVAL   AT  ABoH.  341 

tioD  more  cUfficult  here,  was  the  fact  that  orer  many  of 
them  a  fev  feet  of  vater  concealed  the  danger  eotirely 
from  obseiration,  and  the  first  indication  vas  t^e  ressol- 
striking,  but  vhere  thej  shoved  above  the  water,  the 
chuanel  vas  generally  well  defined. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  the  'Wilberforce' 
anchored  off  Abdh  Creek,  and,  aware  of  the  danger  of 
losing  time  in  such  a  pestilential  atmosphere,  Lieute- 
nant Webb  immediately  proceeded  to  visit  Obi,  to 
state  to  him  the  objects  of  the  mission,  and  if  pos- 
sible, to  obtain  some  infonnation  respecting  the  settle- 
ment at  the  Oonflnence,  and  the  fate  of  Mr.  Oarr. 

The  entrance  of  the  Ab6h  Creek,  which  on  the  first 
visit  of  the  Expedition  was  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
in  width,  had  now  decreased  so  much,  as  to  be  biu^y 
sufficient  to  admit  the  use  of  the  galley's  oars,  and  the 
sandbanks  were  fully  half  way  across  the  bed  of  the 
river. 

After  keeping  Lieutenant  Webb  waiting  almost  an 
hour  in  the  so-called  palace,  the  King  made  his  appear- 
ance, dressed  out  in  the  habiliments  presented  to  him 
by  the  Commissioners,  on  signing  the  treaty  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade. 

During  the  interview,  which  was  very  brief,  Obi  was 
informed  of  the  ratification  of  that  treaty  by  Her 
Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  upon  which  he  inquired,  with 
his  usual  sagacity,  huw  soon  the  trading  vessels  which 
had  been  promised,  might  be  expected  to  arrive,  but  of 
course  no  satisfactory  answer  could  be  given  on  that 
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subject.  He  assured  Lieutenant  Webb,  that  he  had  do 
knowledge  vhatever  of  Mr.  Carr's  fate,  nor  had  anj 
information  been  forvarded  to  him  of  any  vhite  man 
having  entered  the  river,  or  passed  through  hia  territoty, 
and  he  vaa  quite  sore  he  had  not  come  up  thus  far. 

Upon  inquiry  respecting  the  settlement  or  model 
&nn,  his  sable  Majestj  relnctantlj  produced  a  small 
box  containing  letters  from  the  settlers,  dated  in  Octo- 
ber, 1841,  -which  one  of  his  headmen  had  received  at 
Iddah  "six  moons  before,"  saying  at  the  same  time, 
that  there  was  a  rumour  of  the  Fulahs  or  Filatafas 
having  attacked  the  place,  and  murdered  three  of  the 
farmers.  This  detention  of  the  box  of  letters,  which 
it  would  have  been  so  easy  for  Obi  to  have  forwarded 
to  its  destination  through  the  Bonny  or  Brass  traders, 
with  whom  he  has  such  irequent  intercourse,  very  pro- 
perly raised  doubts  in  Lieutenant  Webb's  mind  as  to 
his  sincerity ;  and  his  constrained  manner  when  speak- 
ing on  the  subject  of  the  fate  of  Hr.  Can*  and  the  model 
farm,  caused  a  suspicion,  that  he  knew  more  about 
them  than  he  was  disposed  to  communicate.  He  was, 
however,  invited  to  visit  the  ship,  to  receive  the  pre- 
sents which  had  been  intended  for  him,  although  in 
consequence  of  the  very  questionable  behavioiir  of  Obi, 
Lieutenant  Webb  had  come  to  the  determination  not 
to  give  him  all  tiiat  he  was  authorized  to  do,  feeling 
convinced  that  his  anxiety  and  dis^pointment  pro- 
ceeded from  fear,  lest  anjrUmig  should  be  divulged 
which  might  ioteifere  with  his  "  dash."    Under  all 
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drconiBtaDces,  it  wae  impoasible  to  delay  six  hours, 
vhich  vas  the  time  required  hy  the  king  in  com|di- 
ance  with  Ibu  etiquette;  Lieutenant  Webb  having 
therefore  waited  until  noon,  vibhoot  snj  appearance 
of  the  royal  risitor,  sent  on  shore  by  Prince  Ef^eh  the 
folloiring  articles  as  a  present,  in  the  name  of  Her  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  lix. : — one  double-banelled  gun,  two 
single-barrelled  ditto,  one  helmet,  and  twenty-two 
tiionsand  cowries;  after  which,  baring  idready  pro- 
cored  a  native  pilot,  and  being  very  anxious  about 
the  safety  of  those  at  the  settlement,  he  hastened  hie 
departure  from  Abcih.  In  coming  down  tiie  creek,  a 
Domber  of  large  canoes  had  been  observed,  and  oo 
inquiry,  the  pilot  stated  that  they  belonged  to  King 
Boy  of  Brass,  who  was  said  to  be  then  on  board  one 
of  them.  This  of  itself  was  sufficient  to  authorize  a 
doubt  about  Obi's  conduct,  since  he  had  never  men- 
tioned that  this  person  was  at  Aboh,  although  hia 
name  had  been  frequently  referred  to  in  the  late  con- 
versation. On  learning  this.  Lieutenant  Webb  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  the  canoe  in  which  Boy  was 
atayinf^  and  requested  to  be  furnished  with  any  infor- 
mation he  might  poflsess  respecting  Mr.  Carr.  Bo/s 
statement  was  just  as  unsatisfactory  as  that  obtained 
&om  Obi ;  for  while  he  acknowledged  that  Brown  (a 
coloured  man,  employed  as  an  interpreter  in  the  expe- 
dition, and  who  bad  accompanied  Mr.  Oarr  a  short  way 
up  the  Brass  Greek)  had  communicated  with  some  of  the 
Brass  people  about  eight  moons  back,  he  disavowed 
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having  heard  that  Mr.  Oarr,  or  any  vhite  person,  was 
mth  him,  or  knowing  the  r«aaons  vhich  had  led 
Brovn  to  Tiait  the  Brass  river.  He  snggested,  how- 
ever, that  if  Mr.  Oarr  had  landed,  or  passed  his.  King 
Boy's  water,  the  son  of  the  late  Ring  Jacket,  now  a 
co-chief  in  the  same  river,  m^ht  have  been  aware  of 
the  drcamstance.  This  allonon,  considering  the  near 
neighbonrhood  of  these  chiefs,  was  sufficient  to  con> 
vince  Lieutenant  Webb,  that  King  Boy  knew  more 
than  he  chose  to  tell;  and  while  it  confirmed  his  fears 
as  to  Mr.  Carr's  fate,  he  was  folly  determined,  that  if 
spared,  he  would,  on  his  return,  make  Boy  account 
for  Mr.  Oarr,  or  otherwise  carry  him  a  prisoner  to 
Fernando  Po. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  disgusting  than  the 
fawning  abject  behaviour  of  that  chief;  his  very  look 
betrayed  the  consciousness  of  detected  guilt.  In  the 
afternoon  the  '  Wiberforce'  proceeded  slowly  up  the 
river,  and  soon  reached  the  village  on  the  opposite 
bank,  (marked  the  "hostile  town"  on  Captain  W. 
Allen's  chart).  Here  the  natives  were  assembled  in 
immense  numbers,  and  evinced  the  same  degree  of 
curiosity,  that  had  been  so  remarked  in  every  part  of 
the  river  on  the  previous  melancholy  visit  At  3 
P.U.,  a  heavy  squall  was  experienced  from  the  south- 
west, accompanied  with  lightning,  thunder,  and  rain; 
the  direction  of  the  wind — south-west, — ^was  a  very 
nnufiual  one.  AU  Herr  the  pilot,  was  soon  found  to 
be  utterly  incompetent  for  his  task,  being  ignorant  of 
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the  clutDDel;  and  howeTer  qualified  to  be  the  con- 
ductor of  canoea,  was  useless  for  a  vessel  drawing  six 
feet  of  water.  HaTing  threaded  their  way  among 
Dumeroua  sandbanks,  which  required  no  ordinuy  care, 
they  anchored  in  the  eTening. 

On  the  7th,  they  were  enabled  to  make  a  fair  pro- 
gress, and  again  anchored  for  the  night 

Early  on  the  8th  the  passage  was  resumed;  but 
soon  after  weighing  it  was  discovwed  that  the  wrong 
channel  had  been  entered,  and  in  "  winding"  the  Teasel 
to  get  out  of  the  difficulty,  she  grounded.  The  kedgea 
were  quickly  laid  out,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the 
engines,  aided  by  the  untiring  zeal  of  the  Commander 
and  crew,  soon  succeeded  in  clearing  the  shoal,  sud 
reaching  the  mid  channel  by  dark,  where  they  again 
brought  to  for  the  ni{^t.  While  the  vessel  lay 
aground,  an  Aboh  canoe  came  alongside,  from  whidi 
some  provisions  were  purchased.  On  looking  into  her, 
a  slave,  bearing  the  mark  of  the  Haussa  nation,  was 
observed  chained  to  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  Lieu- 
tenant Webb  pointed  out  to  the  owner  this  breach  of 
faith  on  the  part  of  King  Obi ;  he  did  not  wait  for  a 
further  explanation,  but  moved  off  directly,  quite 
pleased  no  doubt,  to  have  escaped  without  loas  of  his 
little  barque  and  cargo,  which,  according  to  the  treaty, 
would  have  been  forfeited.  Captain  Allen  had  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  not  exasperating  the  natives, 
by  seizing  slaves  in  canoes,  in  case  any  were  met  with; 
and  it  was  considered  more  prudent  to  act  on  this 
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Advice,  (the  reBsel  being  sniroauded  bj  difficoltiefl,) 
rather  tbaa  indulge  the  impulse  of  feelings,  vhidi  dic- 
tated the  vish  to  liberate  all  that  yrere  discovered  in 
bondage  on  the  water.  On  the  9th  the  vessel  grounded 
for  about  an  hour,  on  a  bank  near  Tanoku  Market,  in 
passing  which  a  large  concourse  of  people  were  observed 
bartering  various  kinds  of  food,  grass  mats,  country 
cloths,  &e.  At  4  P.M.,  they  were  abreast  of  Onyah 
Market,  the  highest  limit  of  the  Ibu  territory;  the 
sandbanks  here  wrae  even  more  extensive  and  higher 
thfui  amy  yet  met  with,  averaging  nine  feet  above  the 
sur&ce  of  the  stream.  On  all  these,  immense  arawds  of 
people  were  encamped  in  tents,  to  the  number  of  at 
least  fifteen  hundred ;  each  tent  had  its  own  appro- 
priate flag,  decorated  with  various  fantastic  devicea 
Apparently  there  was  but  little  trade  going  on,  but  in 
its  absence  plenty  of  "  palaver,"  as  is  indeed  the  case 
throughout  all  African  communities.  Soon  after  5  P.U. 
they  were  abreast  of  the  river  'Eidoh,'  supposed  to  be 
a  tributary  of  the  Benin  river,  which  the  'Soudan' 
attempted  to  ascend  in  the  previous  season,  without 
any  definite  conclusion  as  to  its  source. 

The  object  so  judidously  kept  in  view  by  Lieutenant 
Webb,  was  to  make  the  passage  up,  as  rapidly  as  was 
consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  ship,  as  he  thereby 
hoped,  if  the  crew  kept  in  good  health,  to  be  able  to 
reach  Rabbah  and  conclude  the  treaty  with  the  King 
of  that  place,  or  at  any  rate,  to  make  an  appearance 
ofi*  the  city.    Soon  after  noon  of  the  10th,  the  'Wil- 
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berforce'  anchored  off  Iddah ;  Mr.  Darej  the  carpenter 
vaa  sent  on  shore,  for  the  tvofold  purpose  of  iuquir- 
ing  if  the  commander  of  the  ship  could  hare  an  in- 
teiriew  with  the  Att^  ftom  ■whom  it  was  hoped 
some  information  might  yet  be  obtained  respecting 
Mr  Carr ;  also  to  ascertain  bj  the  mark,  ordered  bj 
Captain  Trotter  during  the  former  ascent,  to  be  made 
on  a  large  cotton-tree  when  the  river  was  at  its  height, 
how  much  the  water  had  decreased.  The  boat  soon 
returned  with  intelligence,  that  the  Att^  could  not  be 
seen  until  the  following  day ;  that  the  settlers  at  the 
Model  Farm  were  all  well,  but  that  no  tidings  of 
Mr.  Carr  had  as  yet  reached  Iddah.  Bj  the  mark  just 
referred  to,  the  river  was  found  to  have  fallen  thirty 
feet 

Not  wishing,  in  a  race  of  life  and  death,  to  lose 
twenty-four  hours  for  the  caprice  of  an  African 
chief,  they  immediately  weighed,  and  proceeded 
upwards,  keeping  between  English  Island  and  the 
cliffs  on  which  the  city  is  built.  They  had  not,  how- 
ever, moved  very  far  in  that  channel,  before  the  sound- 
ings shoaled  so  much,  that  they  were  under  the  neces- 
sity of  retracing  their  steps,  in  doing  which,  the  ressel 
again  got  aground ;  a  kedge  was  immediately  thrown 
out,  and  subsequently  the  best  hawser  anchor  and  chain 
and  every  available  means  used  to  get  the  vessel  hove 
off,  without  effect. 

Notwithstanding  the  untiring  and  praiseworthy  exer- 
tions on  the  part  of  officers  and  crew,  continued  during 
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a  fp«at  part  of  the  night,  the  ressel  remained  aground 
ontil  the  following  afternoon,  when  bj  renewed  hard 
work,  ahe  vaa  got  off.  In  the  meantime  the  AttJdi's 
head  Mallam,  Maasabah,  came  on  board,  brin^g  a  box 
of  letters  from  the  settlers,  written  five  months  pre- 
viouflly,  in  which  they  described  their  anxiety  for  the 
return  of  the  Tessela,  as  the  Filatahfl  had,  on  two  occa- 
sions, threatened  an  attack.  Mallam  Massabah  inquired 
why  Lieutenant  Webb  had  not  visited  the  Attfth,  on 
his  way  up  here,  and  was  told,  that  there  was  no  time 
to  be  lost,  and  if  the  chief  of  Iddah  had  been  so 
anxiooa  to  see  the  white  officer,  he  would  not  have 
kept  him  waiting  as  had  been  required  when  an  inter- 
view was  sought;  moreover,  the  letters  had  been  detained 
a  long  and  unreasonable  time,  instead  of  being  for- 
warded to  the  coast  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  accord- 
ing to  the  stipulation  in  the  treaty  to  that  effect.  The 
Mallam  replied  that  the  Attkh  of  Iddah  would  hare 
broken  through  a  long  established  custom,  if  he  had 
received  a  visitor  the  same  day  that  he  arrived,  and  as 
for  the  letters,  there  had  been  no  opportunity  of  trans- 
mitting them.  It  was  then  explained  to  Massabah, 
why  the  vessel  had  come  up  on  the  present  occasion, 
and  he  was  requested  to  return  to  the  Attfkh,  and 
obtain  permiasion  to  accompany  or  follow  the '  Wilber- 
force '  to  the  Confluence,  that  a  final  settlement  might 
be  made  on  the  spot,  concerning  the  purchased  terri- 
tory, and  to  prevent  any  unfavourable  impression  from 
a  supposed  want  of  courtesy,  a  handsome  silk  tobe  was 


^d  by  Google 


A   DIFFIOUI/F   POSITION.  349 

fonrarded  to  the  cliief  of  the  E^garahB,  and  s  piece  of 
drab  silk  to  Amada  Bne,  the  Att^h'a  sister. 

Earl  J  OQ  the  momiog  of  the  12th,  thejvere  again 
onder  weigh,  and  by  half-past  7  am.,  vere  abreast 
of  Bird  Rock.  The  appearance  of  this  locahtj  was 
now  entirelj  altered ;  when  seen  on  the  former  passage 
np,  it  was  onlj  a  few  feet  abore  the  water,  it  now  rose 
to  a  height  of  thirty  feet,  and  at  a  little  distance  bore 
no  shght  resemblance  to  a  ship  under  sail.  Several 
rocks  were  observed  on  each  side,  some  of  which  were 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  above  water,  although 
entirely  hidden  from  view  on  the  former  ascent,  and 
moat  have  been  passed  over.  At  noon,  in  wending 
thiongh  a  closter  of  these  rocka,  some  of  which  were 
thirty-five  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  river,  in  the 
proper  mid-channel,  near  the  lower  end  of  Beaufort's 
Island,  with  leads  going  fore  and  aft  and  every  possible 
precaution,  the  vessel  struck  violently  on  a  concealed 
reef,  which  penetrated  the  second  compartment  on  the 
larboard  side,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Boatswain's 
store-room,  and  started  four  rivets  in  the  third  compart- 
ment on  the  starboard  side;  the  soundings  taken  just 
before  ^e  grounded,  by  two  careful  leadsmen,  showed 
three  fathoms  forward  and  four  fathoms  aft.  The 
engiuea  were  stopped  and  immediately  reversed,  but 
ineffectually;  and  before  Lieutenant  Webb  could  run 
forward  from  the  break  of  the  poop,  the  foremost  com- 
partment filled  np  to  the  lower  deck.  All  hands  were 
without  loss  of  time,  atwork,to  clear  the  injured  division, 
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and  ihe  beat  bower  anchor  and  chain  were  laid  out 
astern,  with  a  kedge  on  the  larboard  qoarter,  and  tiro 
leogtba  of  havser  to  the  rocks  from  the  starboard 
bow.  After  Bereral  unaTailing  attempts  bj  the  rariouB 
purchaaea,  together  with  the  rerosed  action  (^  the 
engines,  finding  it  impossible  to  more  the  Tesael,  she 
was  made  secure  for  the  night.  During  the  greater 
part  of  the  following  day,  {the  13th)  cTery  exertiwi 
was  made  by  altering  the  stowage,  hearing  on  the 
purchase  and  iiaing  tiie  engiiieB,  to  get  out  of  this 
critical  position,  but  without  socoesa.  It  was  then 
determined  to  send  Mr.  Waddington,  the  acting  boat- 
swain, to  the  Confluence,  in  charge  of  a  boat,  to  dear 
out  the  'Amelia'  tender  and  drop  her  down  the  stream 
if  possible,  to  take  c«t  board  the  stores  and  proviuons 
and  thus  lighten  the  *  Wilberforcc.' 

Late  in  the  erening,  eight  men  bel<mging  to  the 
'Amelia,'  came  down  in  a  lai^  galley  attached  to  the 
settlement,  which  Waddington  bad  sent  off  on  reaching 
there,  while  he  and  his  party  remained  butdly  engaged 
in  preparing  the  schooner,  in  which  he  craitriTed  to  be 
back  to  the  steam-vessel  on  the  evening  of  the  14tb. 
The  difficoltiea  which  he  met  with,  not  only  from  the 
intricacy  of  the  narigation  for  sixteen  miles  among 
rods  and  sandbanks,  bat  the  mutinoas  dispoaitiou  of 
some  of  the  crew,  rendered  it  a  work  of  no  ordinary 
eare  to  fulfil  as  be  had  done,  and  well  bestowed  were  the 
high  eolc^ums  passed  on  him  by  his  commanding  officer: 
On  the  15th,  the  'Amelia'  waa  brought  alongside,  and 


^d  by  Google 


BAHAH   BBFUGBBS.  351 

great  portion  of  the  stores  and  proTisions  vere  removed, 
ID  -which  operation  they  were  aided  totj  moch  by  the 
Bshah  refiigees,  some  of  vhom  came  down  in  the 
schooner  from  the  Model  Farm,  where  they  had  sooght 
protection  daring  the  Ute  wars.  In  the  afternoon, 
another  attempt  was  made  to  heare  off,  which  failing, 
the  vessel  was  secured  for  the  night.  Eaiij  on  the 
following  morning,  the  remainder  of  the  stores  were 
put  on  board  the  schooner,  when  the  pmrchase  was 
again  tried,  and  the  vessel  moved  a  little;  it  was 
necMssarj,  however,  to  throw  overboard  six  tons  of 
coals,  to  lighten  her  still  farther,  and  in  the  evening 
she  was  made  fast  for  the  night.  A  heavy  squall 
broke  over  them  about  midnight,  but  was  not  produc- 
tive of  any  injury  to  the  vessel  as  she  then  lay. 
The  baling  and  pumping  were  resumed  through  the 
night,  and  on  the  1 7th,  she  was  with  some  difficulty 
hove  off.  Taking  the  'Amelia'  in  tow,  they  proceeded 
at  fiill  steam  towards  the  Confluence. 

When  the  enervating  nature  of  the  climate  consi- 
dered, it  is  truly  surprising  that  this  little  band  o£  Earo- 
peana  could  have  endured,  as  they  did,  l^e  continuous 
laboor  required  under  such  trying  circumstanoes.  Had 
their  commander  been  a  less  firm  or  enterprising  cha- 
racter, perhaps  the  'Wilberforce'  would  have  remained 
in  the  river,  to  supply  the  natives  with  malleable  iron 
for  their  spears  and  swords ;  but  knowing  the  dangers 
that  awaited  him  when  he  entered  on  the  mission,  he 
was  prepared  to  undergo  anything  rather  than  not 
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persevere  in  carrjing  out  his  iDstractions.  Of  the 
conduct  of  those  vho  were  vith  him,  it  is  impossible 
to  speak  too  farourablj ;  deeply  is  it  to  be  regretted 
that  some  of  them  so  soon  fell  sacrifices  to  the 
astonishing  exertions  required  on  that  occasion,  and 
did  not  survire  to  enjoy  the  revards  they  might  reason- 
ably have  expected. 

While  the  vessel  was  aground  on  the  reeC  the  old  prin- 
cess, Amada  Bne,  came  on  board;  she  vaa  accompanied 
by  t&e  chief  Mallam,  Massabah,  vho  had  been  requested 
by  Lieutenant  Webb  to  go  -with  him  to  the  Confluence 
to  male  a  final  arrangement  about  the  land  ceded. 
Amada  Bue  brought  -with  her  two  goats  as  a  present 
from  the  Att^  of  Iddah,  and  an  assurance  that  he 
vonld  supply  any  provisions  required.  The  old  prin- 
cess was  so  pleased  vith  her  reception,  and — like  most 
of  her  people, — ^with  vhat  she  saw  going  on,  that  she 
prolonged  her  visit  to  nearly  twenty  honra,  when  she 
quitted  the  vessel  and  returned  to  Iddah,  landing  the 
chief  Mallam,  on  a  neighbouring  rock,  whence  he  was 
again  brought  to  the  '  Wilberforce'  by  an  Eggarah 
canoe,  which  was  returning  from  a  market  higher  up 
the  river.  In  this  canoe,  two  female  slaves  from 
Eakanda  were  discovered,  and  Lieutenant  Webb,  in 
pretty  strong  terms,  reminded  Massabah,  that  his 
master,  the  chief  of  Eggarah,  was  violating  the  treaty 
made  the  previous  year,  by  thus  allowing  his  people  to 
deal  in  slaves;  "the  keeper  of  the  king's  conscience," 
instantly  pudied  off,  and  did  not  again  make  his 
appearance. 
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Thej  anchored  off  the  model  farm,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th,  and  found  the  settlers  had  not  heen 
molested  by  any  of  the  nei^bouring  tribes,  but  were 
in  a  state  of  disorganization  among  themselres. 
Reneved  attempts  vere  made  to  keep  under  the  leak, 
and  the  ressel's  bottom  vas  avept  vith  a  topsail  and 
rain  avning;  this,  hoveTer,  with  constant  baling  and 
pumping,  vas  inefficient;  the  anchor  vas  therefore 
again  weighed,  and  the  ressel  vas  grounded  with  her 
boT  on  a  grassy  bank,  about  a  cable's  length  from  the 
right  shore.  On  a  careful  examination,  the  injury  vas 
ascraiAined  to  be  five  feet  in  length  and  tvo  indies  in 
breadth,  under  the  boatsvain's  store-room,  vhich  -was 
only  to  be  repaired  by  fixing  an  iron  plate  from 
vithin. 

This  case  shevs  the  immense  importance  of  having 
Tessels,  especially  steam-boats,  built  vith  irateMi^t 
compartments;  had  the  'Wilbeiforce'  been  otherwise 
constructed,  she  would  certainly  have  been  a  total 
wreck  ;  the  water  would  hare  passed  rapidly  into  the 
engine-room,  extinguishing  the  fires,  and  perhaps 
causing  the  boilers  to  collapse  with  all  the  attendwot 
frightful  consequences. 

On  the  Idth,  they  were  again  busily  employed  on 
tiie  leak,  and  in  restowing  the  prorisions  and  stores 
from  the  schooner,  as  the  rirer  was  rising  and  Lieute- 
nant Webb  was  anxious  to  reach  the  city  of  Rabbah 
with  the  least  possible  delay.  Hitherto  no  sickness 
had  appeared  among  the  Boropeans  of  the  crew,  and 
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there  was  ererj  reasonable  ground  of  expectation,  that 
he  might  be  able  to  carry  oat  the  Tievs  of  Her 
Hajeat/s  Goremment,  but  in  the  erening  tro  of  the 
most  efficient  persons,  Messrs.  Darey,  carpenter,  and 
Johnstone,  chief  engineer,  irere  seised  vith  ferer, 
tiierebj  cancelling  all  the  prenous  arrangemente. 

July  20^. — Early  this  morning  the  after  compart- 
ment was  discovered  to  hare  three  feet  of  water  in  it, 
which  it  appeared  had  been  occasioned  by  the  oreraight 
of  the  engineers  on  the  prerioos  m^t,  in  not  putting 
tiie  box  nnts  on  the  pipes  which  coonected  the  bilge 
in  the  engine-room  with  the  sereral  compartments. 
In  consequence  of  tiiis  accident,  it  was  absolatelj 
necessary  again  to  remove  the  stores,  and  clear  out  the 
i^lerholds.  Many  of  the  presents  and  a  good  deal  of 
powder  were  foond  to  be  damaged.  The  whole  day 
was  occupied  in  drying  these  articles,  and  in  keeping 
the  foremost  division  of  Uie  vessel  constantly  baled  dry, 
80  that  the  engineers  might  fix  the  plate. 

21«^. — Busily  at  work  putting  the  holds  in  order, 
and  restowing  the  stores.  Mr.  Cameron,  the  second 
engineer,  was  taken  ill  with  fever,  so  that  the  whole 
duty  of  that  branch  fell  on  the  remaining  one, 
Mr.  Oollins.  This  reduced  stjength  of  engineers,  of 
course  retarded  all  the  operations,  which  were  now 
being  made  preparatory  to  moving  down  the  river. 

Shimaboe,  ancle  of  the  Attkh  of  Iddah,  went  on 
board  to  pay  his  respects,  when  he  was  informed  of 
the  necessity  of  removing  the  settlers  from  the  model 
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farm,  at  Thich  he  expressed  his  regret;  but  he  fuUj 
concurred  in  the  arraQgementa  made  by  Lieutenant 
Webb  vith  respect  to  the  disposal  of  the  buildings  and 
crops;  and  as  his  coudnct  had  evidently  been  so 
friendly,  he  vaa  presented  with  a  damask  tobe.  After 
the  interriev  with  Shimaboe,  Lieutenant  Webb  pro- 
ceeded on  shore,  baring  learned  that  the  Fulahs  or 
Filatahs  were  within  three  miles  of  the  settlement,  and 
engaged  in  an  attempt  on  the  village  of  Friapri,  situated 
on  a  rocky  eminence  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Fatt^h.  He 
took  with  him  one  of  the  officers  and  an  interpreter, 
being  in  hopes  of  obtaining  an  interview,  with  the  chief 
of  the  invading  army.  On  arriving  at  the  scene  of 
action,  it  was  found  that  Agajah,  the  chief  of  the 
village  attacked,  had  obliged  them  to  retreat,  thus 
frustrating  the  prospect  of  a  meeting  with  the  pre- 
datory Filatah  chief. 

Agajah,  a  short  robust  man,  with  a  countenance 
onnsually  open  for  an  African,  displayed  two  arrows 
as  trophies  of  his  late — ^probably  bloodlMs — ^victory. 
He  had  with  him  about  four  hundred  men,  armed  with 
bows  and  arrows :  two  persons,  apparently  of  conse- 
quence, carried  each  an  old-fashioned  musket.  These 
were  the  only  fire-arms  observed  among  them ;  neverthe- 
less, the  people  were  better  appointed,  and  expressed 
more  determination  in  their  looks,  than  was  to  be 
expected  from  them.  The  positdon  of  the  village — 
Priapri — was  well  chosen  to  resist  an  attack,  and  the 
chief  averred  he  had  successfully  resisted  all  inroads  for 
2  A  2 
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a  number  of  years ;  that  hitherto  he  had  never  had 
recourse  to  flight;  but  as  his  enemies  (the  persecuting 
Filatabs)  were  becoming  more  numerous  eTorj  moon, 
be  began  to  be  apprehensiTe  of  the  consequences. 
Agajab's  manner  iras  straightford  and  manlj,  and 
quite  cordial,  until  Uentenant  Webb  dechned  present- 
ing him  with  the  pair  of  pistols  he  had  brought  with 
him.  The  refusal  evidentlj  displeased  him ;  howcren 
on  the  following  day,  two  single-barrelled  guns  were 
sent  to  him  by  the  son,  who  riaited  the  ship,  and  ex- 
hibited in  his  person  the  fine  characteristics  of  tiis 
father. 

A  few  days  before  the  airiyal  of  the  '  Wilberforce' 
at  the  Oonfluence,  Gogoe,  a  village  between  Friapri 
and  the  model  fann,  had  been  abandoned  by  its  inha- 
bitants, under  apprehension  of  a  hostile  visit  irom  the 
Folahs.  The  fiigitives  took  refuge  on  the  dry  sand 
bulks  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  where  they  had  built 
huts,  as  a  temporary  security  against  the  attacks  of 
their  enemies,  who  never  venture  on  the  water,  and 
rarely  dismount,  unless  to  bind  the  unfortunate  victims, 
who  invariably  give  themselves  np  in  passive  hopeless- 
neea,  without  a  shadow  of  resistance.  These  statements, 
show  that  the  settlement,  could  not  altogether  secure 
its  immediate  neighbourhood  &om  aggression;  nor  can 
it  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  known  how  few  in 
numbers  they  were,  and  without  a  European  to  direct 
them. 

On  the  22nd  July  the  repairs  were  so  far  completed 
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as  Tould  enable  the  '  Wilberforce'  to  reach  Fernando 
Po,  and  in  the  t^rnoon  the  steam  was  got  np,  and  the 
ressel  hauled  alongside  the  landing-place,  to  receive 
the  remaining  stores,  kc,  belonging  to  the  model  farm. 
Four  poor  creatures  from  the  Bah^h  country,  vho  had 
taken  refiige  at  the  settlement,  vere  also  brought  awaj 
at  their  earnest  solicitations,  as  thej  dreaded  the 
thought  of  being  left  behind.  Their  country  is  situated 
a  day's  march,  vest  of  Monnt  Patteh;  and  judging 
from  their  industrious  dispositions,  it  is  probably  Trell 
cnltirated;  but  the  destroying  Fulahs  had  found  their 
way  there,  and  obliged  the  wretched  people  to  seek 
another  home.  Before  leaving  the  Oonflnence,  Yarriba 
George,  a  stoker,  was  discharged,  at  bis  own  request, 
as  also  Harvey  and  Finlay,  two  men  who  had  served 
some  years  in  one  of  the  West  Indian  regiments — sub- 
sequently  as  interpreters  in  the  Expedition — and  were 
now  desirous  of  visiting  once  more  their  native  town, 
Rabbab.  The  latter  person  wrote  Arabic,  and  had 
excellent  certificates  of  character  with  him.  By  him 
Ziieutenant  Webb  forwmled,  as  a  present  to  Hassaman 
Zalki,  King  of  Kabbah,  one  silk  velvet  tobe,  two  scarlet 
caps,  and  eleven  thousand  cowries,  together  with  a 
letter,  in  which  he  thanked  His  Majesty  for  not  having 
interfered  with  the  settlers  at  the  model  farm,  and  ex- 
pressed the  hope,  that  should  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
government  see  fit  at  any  future  time  to  renew  the 
attempt,  the  same  amicable  feelings,  would  be  mani- 
fested; the  disadvantages  of  the  Slave  Trade,  were 
also  represented. 
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By  this  opportunitj,  there  were  likevise  sent  to 
Attiko,  the  King  of  Soccatoo,  a  handaome  silk  tobe, 
a  spy-glass,  and  a  package  of  bnttons ;  considering  the 
occasion  a  good  one,  to  coltiTate  a  friendly  under- 
Btanding  with  these  powerful  chiefs. 

The  three  liberated  A&icans  who  were  thus  dis- 
charged, had  been  for  many  years  assodsted  with 
Englishmen,  and  had  nxuneroos  opportunities  of  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  blessings  of  civilized  life. 
As  they  were  men  of  good  character,  particularly 
Finlay  and  Yarriba  George,  their  reception  and  fdture 
inflnence  in  their  sercral  cities,  will  be  a  subject  of 
interesting  inquiry. 

At  the  time  of  abandoning  the  model  farm,  there 
were  about  twenty  acres  of  land  under  cnltiTatioD,  and 
in  good  order,  chiefly  planted  with  cotton,  and  a  few 
yams.  The  first  cropping  with  com  and  cotton  had 
entirely  fiiiled,  as  it  is  supposed  from  the  seed  having 
got  damaged  on  the  voyage  from  Bo^nd.  The  crops 
then  growing  were  the  produce  of  conntry  seed,  and 
were  very  promising. 

Twelve  mud-huts  had  been  erected,  as  well  as  the 
model  farm-house,  except  the  gable  end;  and  the 
reason  given  by  Nichols  the  carpenter  for  this  being 
unfinished  was,  that  he  could  not  obtain  wood  or  teach 
the  fugitives  about  the  settlement  to  saw  it  into  planks. 
This  of  course  was  a  mere  subterfuge,  as  wood  abounded 
on  the  opposite  shore,  and  also  quite  snfficiextt  near  the 
ftum,  which  might  easily  have  been  cut  into  plank  by 
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the  operatiTes  on  the  spot.  The  fact  is.  Lieutenant 
Webb  found,  that  Mr.  Moore,  the  director  ^o  tempore, 
had  neither  authority  or  influence  orer  NichoU  and  his 
subordinates;  that  Kr.  Neizer,  the  derk,  had  been 
more  occupied  in  malversation,  than  in  the  business  of 
the  society  for  vhose  benefit  he  vas  employed,  and 
had  besides  appropriated  to  his  ovn  purposes  a  quan- 
tity of  merchandise  acquired  vith  the  means  entrusted 
to  his  care,  and  which  he  was  obliged  to  restore.  Only 
a  few  of  the  settlers  vished  to  remain,  and  these  at 
increased  vages.  In  short,  the  most  complete  dis- 
organization had  taken  place,  and  there  vas  no  prospect 
of  matters  amending  or  going  on  favourably,  without 
some  European  of  ability  and  firmness,  to  direct  the 
affairs. 

Mr.  Hensman,  Acting-Assiatant-Surgeon,  proflFered 
his  services  to  remain  as  director  of  the  settlement  for 
six  months,  and  in  him  no  doubt  would  have  been 
found  the  requisites  for  the  proper  management;  but 
the  time  specified  was  too  short — only  six  months — 
to  hope  for  any  permanent  advantage ;  and  besides,  the 
rapidly-increasing  sickness  of  the  crew,  rendered  it 
absolutely  necessary,  for  that  officer  to  continue  his 
duties  on  board. 

On  strict  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  settlers 
gener^y,  it  was  ascertained  that,  except  Thomas 
King,  who  had  been  left  in  command  of  the 
'  Amelia'  schooner,  they  had  been  guilty  of  con- 
tinued insubordination,  and  gross  indulgence  in  the 
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worst  Ticea  of  the  natireB*.  They  were  lazy 
and  mdolent,  not  one  of  them  Tilling  or  dis- 
posed to  manual  labour,  yet  ready  enough  to  exer- 
cise authority  over  the  n^;roes  they  had  hired,  and 
whom  they  employed  on  the  most  trifling  occasions, 
rather  than  exert  themaelres.    As  a  proof  of  their  lore 


*  ThU  ie  fall;  corroborated  h;  the  journal  of  Thomas  King,  wluch, 
though  miiiTite  and  diffaae,  coatatna  some  intereeting  particolare.  As 
the;  tend  to  throw  light  on  the  manners  of  the  nadrea  of  the  inte- 
rior, end  eapecially  on  the  disorganized  stat«  of  societ;  prodnoed  b; 
the  foreign  alave-trsdc,  to  which  it  ia  a  chief  means  of  fomiBhing  the 
victims,  we  give  some  brisf  ahatracts  from  it : — 

"The  *  Albert*  was  hardly  oat  of  sight,  when  Thomas  King  began 
to  feel  the  difScultiea  of  command ;  his  crew  commenced  a  sysfan  of 
mutinoiu  condaot,  which  oontinned  throughout  the  whole  period  of 
their  stay  at  the  Conflaence,  and  was  marked  by  every  crime,  short 
of  murder,  which  was  several  times  with  difficnlt;  prevented.  On 
one  occasion  they  nearly  provoked  an  attack  mt  the  settlemoit,  by 
their  atrocious  conduct  at  the  village  of  tVmdalkl.  Hoon  and  King 
went  through  the  form  of  trying  them  by  jnry,  which  was  curionsly 
composed  of  magiHliates,  witnesses,  and  advocates.  The  criminala 
were  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  16,U00  cowries,  10,000  to  the  injured 
diief  and  his  people,  the  reminder  as  a  txmn-fw.  Her  Hqesty's 
stores  famishing  the  uAtnnniAa^ 

"  The  natives  on  all  occaoons  were  well  diqrased  towards  the  settlers. 
The  Attih  in  particular,  proved  he  was  sincere  in  his  professions  of 
friendship  uid  protection.  Shortly  after  the  departure  of  the '  Albert,' 
lie  sent  a  present  of  a  bullock,  and  his  agents  finding  that  some  per- 
sons had  committed  theft,  caused  them  to  be  seised  and  sent  to  the 
AttU,  who  punished  them,  by  Belling  them,— for  his  own  profit  ve 
presume, 

"They  expressed  some  dissatis&cUon  at  seeing  the  inhabitants  of  the 
mounts,— Kakanda  people— move  about  unmolested,  saying,  that 
if  it  were  not  for  the  settlen  at  the  model  &mi,  they  would  all  be 
made  daves  if  they  ventured  down  to  the  bank  of  the  rivei. 
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of  power  and  proneness  to  aboae  it,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  a  number  of  the  Burroniiding  natires  had 
been  hired  to  assist  the  people  at  the  farm,  in  trans- 

"  Shimaboe,  nnele  of  the  AtUh,  chief  of  Gandeh  on  the  Chadda,alBO 
shewed  good  feeling  towards  the  settlen.  He  performed  b  praiee- 
wortliy  act  in  i«conciling  two  petty  chiefi,  who  for  some  trifling 
quarrel  or  debt,  had  been  in  th«  habit  of  captnring  and  eelling  eneh 
of  the  relatives  and  fi^owera  of  one  another  aa  they  could  entrap. 
King,  told  him  that  this  deed  would  afford  the  white  men  great 
pleMnn  on  their  retain. 

"Martk  3rdl— The  whole  district  was  in  alaim  at  the  reported 
^tproaoh  of  the  FUatah  anny.  The  inhabitants  of  all  the  Tillages 
instantly  took  refiige  on  the  sandboiilu,  and  this  was  the  only  occasion 
on  which  King  was  able  to  master  his  enw  on  hoard  the  schooner. 
The  inraders,  however,  withdrew  in  the  STenin^, 

"The  city  of  £gga  has  remained  anmolMted  by  them,  unoe  the 
Tisit  of  the  'Albert,'  bnt  the  manndeis  had  divided  their  army,  one 
party  intercepted  all  canoes  going  to  the  market  below  the  Conflaence, 
and  the  other  had  inteoded  to  attack  Tofa^  the  Kakanda  people,  and 
the  settlers  at  the  model  fium ;  but  the  King  of  Rabbah  was  reported 
to  have  sent  to  the  general,  named  Harkeuy,  to  deter  him,  mying, 
that  'white  men  had  come  from  a  distant  conntty  tosee  him  but  had 
been  obliged  to  tnni  beck  by  reason  of  iUnew,  that  they  had  left 
some  of  their  party  as  settlers,  and  it  was  not  comely  nor  reasonable 
to  hnrt  strangers  in  that  way.'  Ona  of  the  methods  practised  by  the 
Filatahs  in  the  conntries  devoted  to  their  aggreasioD,  appears  to  be 
that  parties  of  abont  ten  honemen  and  some  foot  soldiers,  lie  in  w^t 
in  the  '  bush,'  near  a  village,  and  at  daylight,  when  the  nnsiuipeeting 
natives  go  to  their  work  in  the  fields,  they  are  seixed  snd  hnrried  off 
to  their  camp,  when  they  are  kept  in  chains  till  sent  off  to  the 
markets,  bnt  the  women  ore  tfaas  confined  only  doring  the  night,  B 
few  cowries  being  given  forthrir  diuly  snbdsteiice. 

"King  witiMased  several  cases  of  kidnapping  and  private  slave  cat^< 
ing.  A  man  ^tplied  to  him  for  redress  against  a  umsmii,  who  had 
recently  captnred  two  of  his  brothers,  one  of  whom  she  had  already 
sdd-  on  an  allegation  <d  vMtvty—  he  said  she  had  sold  eleven  of  his 
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porting  the  stores  irom  the  hill  to  the  vessels;  and 
two  of  the  settlers  were  found  to  have  furnished  them- 
aelres  vith  whips,   apparentl;  for  the  purpose  of 


relaUons  altogether;  King  recognized  one  bj  name  as  being  ^pren- 
ticed  to  a  Mend  of  bia  at  Siem  Leone.  Be  ttii  the  price  of  bUtm 
varied  from  6,000  to  40,000  cowriee ;  in  Ume  of  great  dietreei,  they 
were  as  low  as  300,  and  childiui  were  eren  wld  for  10  yanu  each. 

"  Some  natiree  near  Adda  Kudda,  attacked  a  canoe,  belonging  to 
Pandaiki,  on  the  way  to  the  maiket ;  they  were  beatoi  off,  mainly  by 
the  coniage  of  a  woman,  and  some  of  the  aggreatoie  ct^tared.  The 
exploit  waa  celebrated  tA  her  village,  by  rejoidoga  during  the  night, 
and  ahe  came  in  prDceadtm  to  the  farm  ainging  her  song  of  triomph. 

''Another  act  of  piracy  took  place  in  the  neigbonrhood :  a  man  had 
made  hinuelf  r«q>onmble  for  a  debt  eonfataeted  by  hie  wife's  mothcTf 
but,  before  he  coold  pay  it,  he  waa  put  to  death  by  the  Attik,  to- 
gether with  all  his  eon^  exoept  one.  The  enrrivor,  to  avoid  the 
penecntJon  of  the  creditor,  had  recently  settled  on  a  eandbonk,  where 
he  had  built  a  temporary  hat.  During  hie  abeence  one  day,  a  oaooa 
came  from  hia  native  village  and  carried  off  hii  wtf^  child,  and 
•ervant,  in  face  of  the  whole  popnlation  of  Fandaiki ;  who  made  no 
otlier  attempt  at  a  reesne  than  by  vodferationa  and  threatening 
geaticubtioiu.  The  poor  man  pnianed  them,  bnt  without  aooeeaa, 
and  he  said  nnlesa  ha  could  ledeun  them  tbey  would  be  sold.  The 
de)»t  wM  40,000  cowrka,  about  fifty  ehillinga. 

"Sing  and  Hooie  decided  very  wisely,  tlut  it  would  be  better  not 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  slave-caeei^  as  they  had  neitiwr  the 
power  nor  Qa  anthoii^  to  enforce  the  treaty,  and  by  interfwenoe 
they  might  draw  on  the  eettlement  the  ill-will  of  the  nativee. 
Among  the  people  wtokiiig  st  the  fivm,  were  five  young  men,  who 
wished  to  earn  sufficient  money  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  funeral 
of  their  fother,  who  had  been  dead  jfM  moiUkt.  In  the  mean  while 
the  body  was  preaerved  by  fomigationa  and  frequent  wariiinge,  and 
was  ornamented  with  dyewooda. 

"  King  appears  to  have  exerted  himself  v«>y  laudably  in  aidcft- 
vonring  to  get  a  friU  attendance  at  Divine  Servioi^  and  at  the  school. 
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urging  those  nnder  them  to  greater  exertion.  These 
instruments  were  immediatelj  laid  aside  by  Lieutenant 
Webb'a  injunction,  and  althon^  he  had  not  seen  them 
actuallj  applied  in  punishing  the  natirea,  jet  he  had 
ererj  reason  to  be^eve  that  thej  -vcre  in  the  habit  of 

Irat  wiUumt  effect.  He  waa  mnch  ahooked  at  the  Immonl  oondnct 
of  the  Mttlen  and  natives,  and  had  the  »ohoaaer  removed  from  abreaat 
of  the  landing-place,  vhere  the  women  TUed  to  come  of  a  morning  to 
bathe  indieeriminatelywith  the  men.  He  virited  the  difierent  Tillages 
and  wished  to  make  an  opening  for  the  introdneUon  of  Cliristlanity, 
by  pmnting  ont  the  folly  of  their  fetiche  worship,  which  in  some 
cues  the  natives  admowledged.  He  wu  particoloily  annoyed  at  a 
mistaken  attempt  to  do  honour  to  our  festival  of  Christmas  by  tliA 
natives  of  Qte  surrounding  villages ;  who  at  the  invitation  of  Hoars 
had  oome  to  the  tetUement  with  drams  and  shouting,  Ac,  and 
fetiche  men  whom  he  called  'devils.*  He  expluned  tlie  meaning 
of  the  holiday,  and  how  it  ought  to  be  kept. 

"  July  7th.  -  King  paid  a  visit  to  the  mountain  Fattih.  He  found 
H '  as  level  as  the  deck  of  a  ship,'  with  a  'great  deal  of  cnltivatiixt. 
Many  vilUgee,  but  with  one  exception,  AjjliUdo,  they  were  filthily 
dirty.  Aggajeh  was  inhabited  by  fugitives  from  Bass4h ;  having  no 
land  of  their  own,  the  chief  sent  his  people  to  work  for  the  settlers 
at  Uie  model  fsnn,  but  he  oompblned  that  one  by  one  they  wen 
sold  into  slavery  by  the  FandaTId  people,  and  even  by  their  employers 
as  he  had  been  informed.  But  this  we  hope  was  uatrne.  King 
Wlatiei  the  chuge  by  saying  '  Yea,  and  even  they  themselves  sold 
one  another  aometime&' 

"During  his  absence,  the  houses  of  the  model  tana  with  the 
exception  of  the  store  and  two  others,  were  destroyed  by  fire ;  which 
gave  occaaon  for  him  to  lament  *  the  mde  manner  that  we  who 
came  from  a  oivilized  country  and  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
damage  the  destructive  dement  oftan  ouiae^  should  build  houses  in 
worse  cmdition  than  the  natives." 

King's  journal  terminates  here. 

Lieutenant  Webb  arrived  eleven  days  sabeequentiy,  18th  July, 
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carrying  theae  instrumenta,  which  even  if  never  naed, 
could  not  fail  to  inspire  the  natives  with  terror,  and 
alienate  their  good  feelings,  to  the  great  injnrj  of  the 
British  character,  inasmuch  as  they  were  reputedly 
under  the  English  flag.  Of  the  whole  nmnber  (thirty- 
two,)  who  had  been  left  there  in  charge  of  the  model 
&nn  and  the  'Amelia'  tender,  nine  were  willing  to 
remain,  but  only  on  condition  of  receiying  increased 
wages,  and  having  an  European  superintendent  to 
protect  them.  All  these  drcumstaucea  combined, 
obliged  Lieutenant  Webb  to  act  on  the  discretionary 
power  Tested  in  him,  and  to  abandon  tlie  settle- 
ment; a  resolution  which  though,  nnsToidable,  he 
could  not  help  regretting  as  he  felt  that  they  were 
retiring  from  a  position  of  great  advantage,  whether 
regarded  as  an  inland  point  irom  which  commerce  and 
civilization  might  be  expected  to  difluse  their  blessings 
throughout  the  adjacent  countries,  or  as  a  place  of 
refuge  for  numerous  fugitives  seeking  to  avoid  slavery; 
where  they  might  become  acquainted  with  the  advan- 
tages of  improved  agriculture,  and  possibly  in  time 
form  a  considerable  and  enlightened  colony  under 
British  auspices. 

Such  indeed  had  been  the  fond  expectations  of  its 
plulanthropic  originators,  but  without  the  directing  aid 
and  intelligence  of  a  European  it  was  vain  to  look  for 
success.  Had  Mr.  Oarr,  the  superintendent,  been 
spared  to  reach  a  second  time  the  field  of  his  important 
laboniB,  it  is  more  than  probable  the  model  establish- 
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ment  vould  hare  progressed  satiBfactorilj.  Even  noder 
tbe  Ticious  and  disorderlj  managemeot  of  the  settlers, 
a  feeling  of  confidence  in  its  protection  had  sprung  up 
among  the  surrounding  trihes,  and  no  less  than  three 
hundred  refugees  had  found  an  asylum  there  from  the 
persecuting  Filatahs;  a  gratifying  proof  of  their  faith 
in  Thite  men,  vhich  vould  hare  deepened  and  increased 
b;  proper  guidance. 

It  was  a  source  of  pleasure  to  Lieutenant  Webb,  that 
he  could  leave  these  poor  people  in  the  care  of  Kulema, 
a  Bahah  chief,  and  Sumana,  the  head  man  of  Pauda'iki, 
both  of  whom  had  shown  ererj  anxiety  to  maintain 
amicable  relations  with  the  persons  of  the  model  farm, 
as  well  as  with  each  other.  And  as  a  return  for  their 
many  friendly  offices,  Sumana  was  allowed  to  take 
possession  of  the  model  farm  buildings,  while  his  neigh- 
bour, Kulema,  was  presented  with  the  crops  then 
growing.  A  horse  was  "  dashed"  to  Kndajah,  another 
of  the  Bahah  chiefs,  and  22,000  cowries  (in  value 
about  21.  53.  sterling)  among  the  natiTea  of  the 
adjacent  villages  who  had  been  employed.  This  sum, 
thougli  small  in  our  estimation,  was,  in  their  circum- 
stances, looked  OB  as  a  very  fair  reward. 

Of  the  immense  traffic  in  slaves,  which  obtains  in 
this  part  of  the  river  some  idea  may  be  formed,  when 
it  is  stated  on  the  authority  of  King,  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  model  farm,  that  he  had  seen  as  many 
as  fifty  canoes  pass  down  in  one  day,  with  their  car- 
goes of  human  victims. 
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Haling  made  the  final  arrangements  req>ecting  the 
property  of  the  settlement,  and  taken  the  'Amelia' 
schooner  in  tov,  Lieutenant  Webb  moved  the  '  Wilber- 
force'  into  the  middle  of  the  stream  on  the  erening  of 
the  22nd  Jolj,  and  early  on  the  following  morning 
commenced  the  passage  downvards,  arriying  at  Iddah 
daring  the  afternoon.  He  proceeded  on  shore  imme- 
diately, hoping  to  have  an  interriew  with  the  Attah ; 
bat  as  the  native  etiqaette,  which  demands  a  certain 
protracted  ceremonial,  was  inconsistent  with  the 
weakened  condition  of  the  crew,  he  was  nnd^  the 
necessity  of  merely  holding  a  short  "  palaver"  with  the 
Attith's  sister — Amada  Bae — to  whom  he  communi- 
cated the  changes  that  had  been  made  at  the  settlement, 
uid  the  disposition  of  the  property.  The  good-natured 
princess  conveyed  this  information  to  the  Attlth,  and 
retnmed  with  an  answer  that  he  qnite  acceded  to  all 
that  had  been  done,  regretted  that  the  white  men 
were  going  away,  and  hoped  the  English  wonld,  ere 
long,  resume  possession  of  the  model  &rm.  Lieutenant 
Webb  had  received  instractions  to  make  a  suitable 
present  to  the  chief  ci£  the  Eggaraha,  in  return  for  his 
kindly  feeling  towards  the  Expedition  in  t^e  previous 
year;  and  although  he  found  him  infringing  the  treaty 
by  allowing  his  subjects  to  deal  in  slaves,  it  was  con- 
sidered better  to  leave  a  favourable  impression,  by  send- 
ing him  a  tolerable  present,  in  case  the  mission  might 
be  again  attempted,  or  the  farm  re-established.  The 
following  articles  were  accordingly  selected: — Three 
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velvet  tobea,  three  scu'let  caps,  one  piece  of  aillc,  one 
cloth  dresB,  one  piece  of  blue  velvet,  one  piece  of  varie- 
gated velvet,  three  bozea  of  razors,  three  papers  of 
baUons,  one  snuff-box,  one  saddle  and  bridle,  four 
pairs  of  pistols,  one  helmet,  and  thirtj-five  jards  of 
cloth. 

Nor  iraB  the  dignified  chief  Mallam,  Lobo,  forgotten, 
a  damask  tobe  and  pair  of  silk  troTsers  being  forwarded 
for  his  acceptance. 

Wit^  as  little  delay  as  possible  thej  again  weighed, 
and  proceeded  down  the  river,  anchoring  for  the  night, 
and  on  the  25th  urived  at  Abdh,  where  thej  vers 
obliged  to  stop,  and  communicate  further  -with  King 
Obi,  and  if  possible  with  Bo;,  the  King  of  Brass  lUver, 
respecting  the  fate  of  Mr.  Garr.  Ali  Here,  the  pilot, 
vho  was  now  discharged,  was  the  bearer  of  an  invita- 
tion to  King  Obi  to  visit  the  '  Wilberforce.'  While 
waiting  his  answer,  two  messengers  were  sent  on 
board  from  King  Boy,  who  was  encamped  with  his 
nomerons  followers  on  a  sandbank  near  Aboh  Creek, 
to  saj  that  dieir  king  wished  to  see  the  white 
captain,  respecting  the  person  who  was  said  to  have 
entered  the  Brass  River,  aboat  seven  or  eight  months 
back. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  on  the  former  occasion, 
when  questioned  on  this  subject,  he  denied  having  any 
knowledge  whatever,  of  the  circumstances  connected 
with  Mr.  Carr's  arriv^  in  bis  dominions. 

A  boat  was  immediately  dispatched,  with  a  request 
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that  King  Boy  Tould  come  on  board  as  he  had  pro- 
mised, bat  he  returned  an  ansver  that  he  could  not 
leare  the  camp  without  "white  man"  would  fetch  him. 
Although  there  waa  some  appearance  of  treachery  in 
this  proTiao,  Mr.  Hensman,  Acting-Asaistant-SHi^eon, 
immediately  Tolnnteered  to  go  for  him,  as  it  was  con- 
sidered safer  to  hold  the  palarer  on  board.  B07, 
howerer,  still  refused  to  come  off;  but  he  acknowledged 
that  a  white  man — doubtless  Mr.  Can* — ^had  entered 
bis  rirer  about  seven  or  eight  moons  since,  though  not 
under  bis  protection,  and  that  he  (King  B07)  had  in 
his  possession  at  Brass  Town  some  of  the  white  man's 
clothes,  together  with  two  prisoners  (Bassa  men), 
from  whom  the  clothes  were  taken  about  that  period. 

Finding  the  king  would  not  Tenture  off,  Lieutenant 
Webb  proceeded  on  shore  in  person,  and  endeaToured 
to  prevail  on  him  to  accompany  him  on  board,  hoping, 
when  once  there,  to  oblige  him  give  a  more  particular 
account  of  the  nnfortunate  superintoident.  B07  still 
declined  to  leave  the  shore,  but  made  the  same  statement 
as  he  had  previously  done.  In  reply  to  the  questions, 
why  he  had  concealed  this  knowledge  from  the  white 
men  on  the  late  visit,  as  also  from  the  King  of  Bonny 
River,  he  studiously  avoided  giving  any  direct  answer; 
and  while  he  declared  that  he  had  no  positive  evidence 
of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Carr,  yet  he  said  he  believed  him 
to  have  been  killed  by  the  Bassa  people,  and  he  was 
ready  to  furnish  the  pilots  for  that  locality,  althon^ 
averse  to  going  himself. 
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Finding  it  impossible  to  obtain  any  satisfactory 
ducidation  of  the  matter.  Lieutenant  Webb  was  anxioiu 
to  bare  got  Boy  on  board,  and  nnless  he  afforded 
great  proofs  of  sincerity,  to  hare  taken  him  on  to  Fer- 
nando Po;  bnt  having  only  a  weakened  and  unarmed 
boat's  crev,  to  oppose  to  Boy's  nnmerons  followers, 
strongly  encamped,  and  supported  by  large  armed 
canoes,  he  retomed  on  board,  and  got  the  Teasel  under 
veigh,  vith  a  view  to  interrupt  a  retreat  into  Ab6h, 
and  thus  perhaps  intimidate  the  Brass  chief  into  a 
compliance,  without  baring  recourse  to  actual  hos- 
tilities. Owing,  bowerer,  to  the  confiision  and  delay, 
occasioned  by  the  numerous  canoes  which  surrounded 
the  Teasel,  Boy  was  euabled  to  make  his  escape  up 
Ab6h  Creek,  across  which  the  '  WUberfijrce'  was  laid, 
in  ignOTaoce  of  bis  baring  already  past 

In  the  meantime  King  Obi  bad  come  on  board,  but 
alarmed  at  the  movement  of  the  ressel,  he  quitted  it 
in  one  of  his  canoes,  and  proceeded  to  bis  town,  des- 
pite of  all  entreaties  to  remun,  and  assurances  that 
the  white  men  were  his  friends. 

Disappointed  at  not  being  able  to  bring  King  Boy 
to  account,  the  two  messengers  (Braas  men)  were 
secured,  in  the  expectation  of  getting  further  informa- 
tion from  tbem,  in  case  their  chief  could  not  be  induced 
to  famish  it  The  sickly  state  of  the  white  crew, 
eight  in  number — ^three  of  whom  were  dangerously  ill 
with  ferer,  and  two  others  complaining — ^rendered  it 
absolutely  imperative  to  remain  as  short  a  time  as 
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possible  in  this  most  inaalubrious  portion  of  the 
rirer. 

A  second  message  was  sent  to  Obi,  informing  bim 
that  thej  were  friends,  and  begging  bim  to  renew  bis 
Tisit,  vbicb  his  sable  majesty  promised  to  do,  if  the 
Captain  vonld  come  for  bim  in  person. 

Lieutenant  Webb,  in  compliance  irith  the  King's 
request,  accordingly  went  on  shore  in  the  galley, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Hensman,  intending  to  disembark 
at  the  landing-place,  There  there  irere  many  canoe& 
On  the  vay  thitber,  it  was  necessary  to  go  near  several 
war-canoes,  which  were  secured  dose  to  the  banks,  on 
each  side  of  the  creek.  After  passing  some  of  the 
first,  the  attention  of  the  persoQB  in  the  galley  was 
attracted  to  the  morement  among  some  of  the  armed 
canoes  astern,  apparently  endeavouring  to  close  upon 
t^em,  while  their  crews,  by  taking  up  fire-arms,  no 
longer  concealed  their  intention  of  cutting  off  the 
retreat  of  our  countrymen.  The  galley  was  immediately 
turned  and  pulled  up  alongside  the  nearest  war-canoe, 
and  lieutenant  Webb  pointed  his  pistols,  (the  only 
arms  in  the  boats,)  at  the  leader,  who  instantly  dropped 
his  musket,  supplicating  by  sundry  gestures  for  mercy, 
and  calling  aloud,  "  King  Obi  1  King  Obi !"  The 
other  canoes  at  once  paddled  away  for  the  shore,  but 
the  right  bank  was  simultaneously  crowded  with 
armed  men,  who,  until  that  moment,  had  not  shown 
themselTos.  Some  of  them  directed  their  muskets 
at  the  galley,  but  the  appearance  of  the  pistols  in 
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UeateDant  Webb's  hands — acted  like  a  taliaman 
in  deterring  them  from  Tiolence,  and  the  boat  was 
allowed  to  rejoin  the  vessel  vithoat  further  molestation. 
The  messenger  sent  by  King  Obi  had  remained 
on  board  the  '  Wilberforce,'  but  seeing  the  galley  on 
her  way  back,  he  hastily  quitted  in  one  of  the  canoes 
then  alongside,  on  which  Ijieutenant  Webb  called  out 
to  those  on  board  to  pievent  his  escape ;  Mr.  Webb, 
the  clerk  in  charge,  with  his  nsual  promptitude,  sprung 
forward  with  a  mnsket,  which  he  pointed  at  the 
fugitives,  desiring  them  by  gestures  to  retnm,  but 
fearing  the  conseqaeDces,  they  all  jumped  overboard 
from  the  canoe,  and  swam  for  the  bank,  the  high  grass 
of  which,  would  have  effectually  concealed  them  from 
view.  At  this  juncture,  one  of  the  Krumen  threw  a 
boarding-pike  at  the  messenger,  who  avoided  the 
stroke  by  diving,  and  continued  his  course ;  but  the 
galley  jnst  then  coming  np,  he  was  seized  by  the 
crew,  and  brought  on  board  as  a  prisoner.  There 
seemed  to  be  every  probability  that  this  messenger 
had  been  sent  to  the  vessel  as  a  decoy,  aware  of  the 
hostdle  intentions  of  his  master,  and  perhaps  ready  to 
take  advantage  of  any  opporttmity  when  Lieutenant 
Webb  was  captured,  to  have  called  the  people  out 
of  the  canoes,  on  board,  and  thus  have  secured  the 
vessel.  He  was  therefore  put  into  irons;  and  as  a 
punishment  for  his  part  of  the  treacherous  scheme,  as 
well  as  in  the  proapect  of  eliciting  some  information 
about  Mr.  Carr,  was  to  be  carried  on  to  Fernando  Po. 
2  B  2 
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There  was  fortonatelj  no  firing  on  the  part  of  onr 
countrymen — who  acted  irith  most  praiseworthy  for- 
bearance on  the  occasion.  The  only  reprisal  made, 
was  to  capture  a  canoe  belonging  to  Ring  Boy,  by 
whose  machinations.  Obi  had  in  all  likelihood  been 
induced,  to  make  such  an  ungrateful  return  for  the 
ferours  bestowed  on  him. 

After  waiting  a  short  time  to  allow  the  chief  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  this  hostile  conduct^  the 
*  WUberforce*  got  under  weigh,  and  proceeded  down 
the  river. 

The  next  morning.  Obi's  messenger  and  the  two 
Brass  men.  King  Boy's  subjects,  were  seTerally  inter- 
rogated respecting  Mr.  Oarr's  captiTity  or  murder. 
Their  statements  merely  went  to  prove  what  bad  been 
already  avowed,  that  King  Boy  had  taken  two  Baasa 
men  prisoners,  who  had  in  their  canoe,  when  ex- 
amined, some  white  men's  clothes,  and  that  the  persons 
thos  suspected,  as  well  as  the  articles  found  in  their 
possession,  were  at  Brass  Town,  Bo/s  head-quarters. 
That  the  two  Bassa  men  said,  the  "  white  man"  had 
been  tied  to  a  tree  and  shot,  at  Bassa  Town — a  smaU 
place  situated  in  a  narrow  creek  of  the  lower  Benin 
branch,  about  forty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river — and  his  servant,  a  liberated  African,  sent  into 
the  country  as  a  slave,  but  more  probably  murdered 
to  prevent  his  giving  evidence  against  them,  at  any 
future  time. 

The  white  man's  effects  were  described  as  com- 


^dbyGoogle 


rUBTHSB  PARTlCULABa  373 

piiniig  "plenty  of  clothes,  plentj  of  books,"  thos 
affording  a  ationg  presmnption,  that  they  vere  the 
property  of  Hr.  Canr.  It  could  not  be  learned  in 
irhat  direction  the  Baasa  men  vere  going  when  cap- 
tured bj  Ring  Boy,  nor  conld  they  explain  avay  the 
Teiy  BTi^idonfi  drcomstance,  that  if  tiie  Bassa  people 
had  murdered  the  nnfortonate  gentleman,  hov  cune 
the  canoe  with  his  clothes  into  Brass  Greek,  nearly 
sixty  miles  apart  from  where  the  transaction  was  sfud 
to  have  taken  place.  It  seemed  probable,  that  these 
witnesses  had  been  prepared  by  their  chief,  witJb  the 
necessary  eridence. 

One  thing  was  quite  erident,  their  eager  anxiety  to 
exculpate  th^  own  trib^  and  to  fix  the  stigma  on 
the  Bassa  people ;  this  induced  Lieutenant  Webb  to 
go  down  the  first  Benin  branch,  under  the  pilotage  of 
the  prisoners,  intending  to  make  the  fullest  inquiry 
into  the  subject  at  Bassa  Town,  HowcTer,  after  pos- 
ing fire  or  six  miles  down  the  rirer  to  the  entrance  of 
the  creek,  the  ressel  grounded  on  a  bank;  the  channel 
was  sounded,  and  found  to  be  very  narrow,  but  bar- 
ing inside  of  the  shoal  as  much  as  fire  fathoms  water. 
The  breadth  of  the  creek  was  not  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards.  A  hedge  anchor  was  laid  out, 
and  the  vessel  hove  off  with  some  difficulty.  While 
thus  employed,  three  rery  large  canoes  were  obsored 
coming  down  the  creek ;  and  as  their  manoeurreB  were 
Bospicions,  and  the  position  of  the  ship  rather  critical, 
it  was  thooght  better  to  warn  them  off,  hj  firing  some 
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of  the  brass  svivels  OTer  their  heads,  vhich  had  the 
effect  of  dispersiDg  them  vithout  coming  to  a  coUision. 
They  jumped  orerboard,  and  fled  to  the  bush,  irhich 
seems  to  be  the  most  approved  native  method,  of  get- 
ting out  of  difficultieB.  The  boatsrrain  had  hot  be- 
come quite  unfit  for  dutj,  the  third  engineer  scarcelj 
able  to  move  about,  and  the  medical  officer  also  laid 
up  with  ferer,  so  that  of  the  small  crew  of  whites, 
only  Lieutenant  Webb  and  the  clerk-in-charge,  were 
now  out  of  the  sick  list.  It  was  therefore  thought  im- 
possible to  prosecute  the  inquiry  further,  without  risk- 
ing the  ship,  and  the  lires  of  all  on  board ;  and  late 
in  the  eveaing,  they  rejoined  the  '  Amelia,'  which  had 
been  left  higher  up,  took  her  in  tow,  and  anchored  for 
the  night  in  the  middle  of  the  stream ;  in  rounding 
the  schooner,  she  ran  foul  of  the  right  bank,  and 
carried  away  her  bowsprit 

On  the  l7th  at  daylight  they  were  again  under 
weigh,  using  eveiy  exertion  to  get  down  the  river 
while  there  was  a  person  left,  capable  of  directing  the 
steerage.  A  little  below  the  Benin  branch,  several 
volleys  of  musketry  were  dischai^ed  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  a  small  village  on  the  right  bank;  but  the 
distance  at  which  it  was  observed,  together  with  the 
drcumstance  of  their  having  allowed  the  vessel  to  pass 
unmolested,  rendered  the  intention  of  doing  so  doubt- 
ful; as  a  precautionary  measure,  the  Knunen  were 
kept  under  arms.  At  10  a-K.  they  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  baring  victualled  the  schooner 
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for  nine  dajs,  prepared  for  croBsing  the  bar  at  low 
water.  ThiB  step  nov  became  absclutelj  necesaarj, 
in  coDsequence  of  the  increasiag  sickness  of  the  third 
engineer,  who  vaa  ao  debilitated  as  to  be  scarce  able 
to  stand ;  and  the  others  were  confined  to  their  beds 
in  a  high  state  of  feTcr,  The  bar  was  crossed  at 
noon,  vhich,  though  time  of  low  vater,  thej  found 
not  less  than  two  fathoms,  and  not  much  swell. 

During  the  twenty-six  days  the  '  Wilberforce'  had 
been  in  the  riTer,  Lieutenant  Webb  ascertamed,  by  careful 
obserratiou,  it  had  risen  two  feet.  From  the  expe- 
rience of  that  officer,  and  the  general  state  of  the 
atmosphere,  (deduced  from  meteorological  tables  kept,) 
he  is  inclined  to  the  opinion,  that  May,  June,  and 
July,  are  the  best  months  for  prosecuting  any  serrice 
ther^  with  Teasels  of  light  draft  of  water.  The  air 
was  infinitely  cooler  in  the  day-time,  and  with  less 
dew  at  night,  than  had  been  found  in  the  prerious 
Tisit  during  August  and  September.  Another  advan- 
tage is,  the  diminished  force  of  the  current  at  that 
season,  scarcely  ever  exceeding  two  knots,  except  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  rocks  and  narrows,  where  it 
was  somewhat  more  rapid,  but  never  more  than  three 
and  a  half  knots. 

On  the  passage  to  Fernando  Po,  the  'Amelia' 
schooner  sprung  a  leak;  and  a  large  galley,  which  it 
had  been  necessary  to  tow  astern,  was  totally  lost, — the 
state  of  the  weather  being  such  as  to  prevent  any  delay 
in  attempting  to  save  her.    On  the  29th  July,  the 
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* Wilberforce'  and  'Amelia'  anchored  once  more  in 
Olarence  Ootc,  having  been  absent  exactly  one  month. 
The  latter,  vhidi  had  become  qoite  unfit  for  H.M. 
Berrice,  vaa  sold  at  Fernando  Po ;  and  as  there  was  no 
farther  object  in  detaining  as  prisoners,  the  two  natives 
of  Brass  River  and  Obi'a  messenger,  thej  were  libe- 
rated, and  a  passage  to  their  own  country  arranged  for 
them.  The  necessary  repairs  were  made,  aa  far  as  it 
was  possible  to  be  done;  and  after  searching  nnsuc- 
cessfiilly  for  the  Senior  OfiSoer,  Lieutenant  Webb  con- 
sidered it  more  prudent  to  bring  the  vessel  to  England ; 
the  'Wilberforce'  arrived  at  Plymouth  on  the  l7tJi 
Noronber,  1842.  This  course,  indeed,  was  rendered 
imperative,  as  tfae  engineers  had  only  been  enabled  to 
secure  the  iron  rivet-heads  outside,  very  superficially 
and  imperfectly,  and  delay  would  only  have  added  to 
the  danger  by  the  corrosion,  which  must  have  taken 
place,  immersed  in  water  as  the  injured  parts  were; 
besides,  there  was  no  part  of  the  station  where  the 
damages  could  have  been  properly  rectified. 

AU  the  Eoropeaos  employed  on  that  occasion,  suf- 
fered more  or  less  severely  from  fever,  and  two  of  the 
number  (eight)  fell  victims  to  it, — Mr.  J.  H.  Webb, 
clerk-in-diai;ge,  a  most  amiable  and  enteiprizing  young 
officer,  and  Mr.  Waddington,  boatswain,  a  noble  speci- 
men of  a  British  seaman, — active,  daring,  and  good- 
natured.  Both  of  these  unfortunate  persons  had, 
throughout  the  difficulties  of  the  expedition,  conducted 
themselves  in  a  maimer  it  would  be  impoeaible  to 
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extol  too  highly ;  and  their  loss  vaa  a  source  of  deep 
regret  to  all  who  had  serred  vith  them. 

We  hare  onlj  to  add,  that  the  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant (noT  OomnuLcder)  Webb,  whose  proceedings 
had  been  marked  b  j  so  much  energy,  courage  and 
zeal,  vas  approved  of  bj  both  the  Admiralty  and 
Foreign  Office,  and  Till  probably  not  be  overlooked 
in  future  service. 

The  fate  of  Mr.  Oarr,  the  unfortunate  euperinten- 
dent  of  the  model  fann,  has  never  yet  been  confirmed 
by  further  particulars;  the  general  impression  is,  that 
he  vae  murdered  by  some  of  King  Boy's  people,  and 
that  the  chief  himself  was  cognizant  of  the  circum- 
stances,  if  not  actually  an  approver  of  the  deed  The 
African  Association,  in  Those  service  he  was  em- 
ployed, thinking  thrare  might  yet  be  a  prospect  of 
his  being  alive  and  in  captivity,  generously  offered  a 
reward  of  tvo  thousand  dollars  for  his  recovery ;  but 
hitherto  nothing  has  been  eUcited  to  confirm  their 
hopes. 
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Communication  of  the  Egyptiana  with  the  interior  of  A&ics — Con* 
qaeot  of  many  ttihet  in  ttie  interior — S>t)aiCO,  an  Ethiopian  prince, 
reigna  orer  Egypt— Immigration  of  Copta  into  EUiIc^ia — SonM 
of  their  coBtama  adopted  by  the  Abyamniaoa— Analogiea  Iwtween 
many  of  the  ohservancSB  of  Abyssinia  and  West  AMcan  tribaa— 
Beligious  rituals  of  the  Weat  Africonj  probably  borrowed  &om 
the  EgTptJani—Ordera  of  priesthood — Hyateriona  oeremoniea  aaao- 
cioted  with  the  prieatly  office— Secret  religioiu  Bodetiea  of  AMca 
— Offerings  to  the  deities — Sacred  animals — Ciutoma  connected 
with  monmitig  for  the  dead — Yam  feetiTal,  ita  apparent  comiexion 
with  some  CopUo  ceremony — Variona  obeervaoces  common  to 
E^ptiani,  still  met  with  among  the  West  AMoan  tribea — Identity 
of  dewgn  in  many  of  their  mannfactarei— Aggri  beada  fbond 
among  ssTeral  African  tribes — Inferences  to  be  deduced  from  all 
tlieae  eircnmstaacea. 

NvMEBons  and  gieat  indeed,  have  been  the  changes 
of  veal  or  too  that  hare  taken  place  throughout  the 
videly-extended  familjr  of  mankind,  since  the  distant 
period  vhen  Noah's  joungest  aon  retired  vith  that 
dreadful  curse,  "  A  servant  of  aerrante  shalt  thou  be;" 
but  the  proscribed  race  still  bears  vith  it,  and  is  to  bear 
jet  longer,  the  utmost  fulfibnent  of  that  malediction. 
Sunk  uid  degraded  in  the  scale  of  humanitj,  the 
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civilized  world  has  looked  od  them  but  as  indeed 
enduring  slaves,  nor  stopped  to  inquire  whether  the 
dark  skin  might  Qot  contain  beneath  it  hnman  feel- 
ings, high  impulses,  and  germs  for  improTement.  The 
history  of  the  n^;roea  in  the  middle  ages,  even,  u  eu- 
vdoped  in  a  darkness,  iUnBtrative  of  the  sad  fate  which 
for  thousands  of  jears  haa  been  gloomily  suspended 
over  them,  and,  except  of  Cash  or  Ethiopia,  so  often 
referred  to  in  Holy  Writ,  and  which  perhaps  did  not 
include  the  southern  and  more  central  parts  of  that 
vast  continent,  we  haye  few  records.  Now,  however, 
that  our  own  enUgbtened  country,  is  striving  to  repay 
in  some  degree,  the  debt  so  long  due  to  the  Africans, 
eTerything  which  can  throw  light  on  their  condition, 
social  relations,  institutions,  and  connexion  with  other 
nations,  anciently  or  in  modem  timea,  is  examined 
with  deep  interest.  We  have,  therefore,  ventured  to 
put  together  a  number  of  particulars,  which,  though 
imperfect,  will,  we  trust,  induce  others  who  visit  Africa 
to  look  more  deeply  into  the  subject,  and  to  trace  still 
further  the  analogies  which  exist  between  the  institu- 
tions of  the  Western  Africans  and  those  of  the 
Abyssinians  and  Copts.  That  such  analogies  are 
numerous  cannot  be  questioned,  though  they  are  ob- 
scure; but  if  we  remember  how  long  an  interval  has 
elapsed,  since  these  nations  exerted  an  influence  over  the 
internal  parts  of  their  continent,  and  the  proneness  of 
a  persecuted  race  to  stand  still,  as  it  were,  while 
others  more  favourably  situated  were  progressing,  we 
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maj  regard  the  coincidences  as  fair  indications  of  the 
source  from  whence  they  were  derived. 

Of  the  commTinicationB  kept  ap  by  the  Egyptians 
in  the  earliest  ages  vith  portions  of  the  interior 
of  Africa,  there  are  too  many  records  to  leare  any 
doubt;  and  it  vould  seem  that  what  was  at  first 
the  field  of  commerdal  enterprize  eventually  became 
the  scene  of  wroog  and  oppression.  "  Many  black 
nations  were  conquered  by  the  early  monarchs  of 
the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  dynasties,  as  the 
Toreees,  the  Tareas,  and  another  whose  name  is 
lost*,  as  well  as  the  Cush  or  Ethiopians.    These  last 


*  Sir  Gardner  Wilkinatm  iaa  here  pnt  a  note,  referring  to  ft  fignr^ 
No.  12,  repreaentod  at  page  38fi  of  the  first  Tolame  of  hia  Irt  teriea^ 
aa  being  the  one  iUiutiatire  of  the  tribe  "whose  name  ia  loat"  On 
looldng  at  thi^  we  wen  itxuck  at  onoe  by  the  peculiar  ontline  of 
phyuognomy :  the  thick  llpt,  the  manner  of  arranging  tlw  hide 
waiat-wnpper,  the  armleti,  the  appeaianoe  of  beadi  ronnd  the 
neck;  tearing  hut  alight  doubt  of  iti  having  been  a  tribe  of  South- 
weetem  oi  Central  Africa.  In  corroboration  of  thia  opinion,  we  find, 
at  page  401,  toI.  i.,  black  alavea,  with  thdr  women  and  ohildnn, 
taken  from  a  ropreaentatlon  at  'I'hebeaL  The  ieoture^  liair,  and  mode 
of  putting  on  the  w^et-oovering  of  th«  male,  exactly  oomsponda 
with  tha  one  referred  to  at  page  38S,  toL  1.,  while  the  looae  waist- 
doth  of  the  female  ia  narrow-atriped,  and  worn  predaely  ai  obtalna 
to  the  preaent  time  among  nearly  all  the  natiooa  <^  Westwn  Afidc& 
The  el(Higat«,  psndnloua  breasts  of  the  mothers  are  tmtbfnlly  ahown, 
as  alao  the  l>eads  round  the  seeks  of  the  women  and  children,  and 
the  waists  of  the  latter,  in  whom  the  hair  la  ahaTcn  or  clipt,  so  as  to 
leare  little  bunchn  or  patchee,  a  cuatom  ohaerved  to  this  day  amoi^ 
all  the  tribea  <»  the  faanka  of  the  Niger,  and  many  of  the  coast  inha- 
Idtants.  The  smaller  children  are  ahown  to  be  coriiod  by  the 
mother  in  a  sort  of  hasket,  which  rests  "  ft  posteriori,"  a  modification 
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vere  long  at  var  vith  the  Bgyptiaiu,  and  part  of  their 
country,  which  vas  reduced  at  a  Tery  remote  period 
by  the  arma  of  the  Pharaohs,  vaa  obliged  to  pay  an 
annual  tribute  to  the  conquerors* ;"  and  ve  find  among 
the  represeotatione,  of  those  engaged  in  bringing  the 
acknowledgment  of  their  anbjection,  daring  the  reign 
of  Thothmea  III.  in  the  eif^teenth  djnastj,  long  rows 
of  negroes,  figured  in  waistdotfas  of  narrow  striped 
manufacture,  and  some  with  armlets  and  beads  round 
their  necks,  who  bear  elephants'  teeth,  woodsf,  pottery, 
and  animals;  some  of  which  latter  depicted  in  the  Tem- 
ple of  Ealabsha,  convinced  Burckhardt  that  the  Oopts 
had  extended  their  warfare  "  into  a  country  inhabited 


of  which  Is  yet  fonnd  unong  the  Blnefaanafl  and  Knu,  the  tanii  of  the 
Fuitu,  Mid  the  rery  general  w&j  of  seoaring  the  inftata  to  the  hack, 
or  reftting  cm  the  hip.  There  in  alw,  at  pagft  385  of  tho  same  volume, 
a  figure  (No,  9)  of  a  black  from  the  interior  of  Africa,  vho  wears  4 
looee  dren  very  mnch  resembling  the  tobe,  still  so  commonly  need  in 
the  nppor  part  of  the  Niger  and  in  Central  Africa.  He  ha*  also  the 
maadve  ivofy  or  metal  braoeleta.  If  this  and  the  preceding  figniea 
are  compaied  with  Noe.  13,  A,  B,  C,  D,  depicted  as  the  true  Cnah  or 
Kthiopian,  we  cannot  avoid  coming  to  the  conclnuon,  that  the  con- 
qnerad  nation  "  whoae  maae  is  lostf  was  one  bom  Central  or  Sonth- 
weatam  Africa. 

>  Wilkinson's  Mamiun  and  Cuitonu  of  ihe  ^gfftiamt,  lit  Seiiea, 
To1.L,p.  387. 

t  Referring  to  various  artielea  in  nse  by  the  Egyptians,  Sir 
Gardner  WiDcinaon  aij^  "The  first  (ebony)  came  from  the  interior 
of  Africa,  and  formed  with  ivory,  gold,  ostrich  feathers,  dried  frmts 
and  skina,  the  object  of  the  annual  tribute  brought  to  Egypt  by  tiie 
conquered  tribea  of  Ethiopia  and  the  Soodan."— 2nd  Series,  voL  L, 
page  82. 
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b;  lioDS,  cameleoparda,  apes,  and  elephants,  none  of 
which  are  found  in  Nubia  or  Dongola,"  and  "  that  the 
battles  mnst  hare  been  fought  '  to  the  sonth  of  the 
■  civilized  country  of  Ancient  Meroe*.'" 

This  intercourse,  though  for  the  most  part  a^ressire, 
most  bare  enabled  the  black  races  to  become  ac- 
quainted, at  least  partially,  with  the  arts  and  usages  of 
their  cirilized  oppressors;  and  since  slaves  were  idso 
included  in  the  list  of  exactions,  some  of  whom,  with 
a  natural  attachment  to  borne,  would  endeavour  to 
escape,  and  return  to  their  native  districts,  might  thus 
bear  with  them  recollections,  of  what  had  obtained 
among  their  Coptic  mastera. 

Periiaps  the  first  direct  impulse  towards  a  change  in 
the  negro  institutions  was  exerted  by  Sabaco,  an 
Ethiopian  prince,  who  conquered  the  Egyptians,  and  who, 
according  to  Herodotus,  reigned  over  them  fifty  years ; 
when,  having  been  advised  in  a  dream  to  put  the 
priests  to  death — a  deed  repugnant  to  bis  nature  — ^he 
preferred  retiring  from  the  government,  having  held  it 
for  that  period,  as  predicted  by  his  oracle;  and  re- 
turned to  bis  native  country,  where  it  is  probable 
he  introduced  many  Egyptian  arts  and  customs  f.  The 
most  important  event,  however,  for  that  end,  occurred 
in  the  time  of  Pfiamatichus,  who  ruled  over  Egypt 
about  600  years  B.c.     This  king  having  given  much 


*  Burckhardt'B  TVawb  Jn  NuOa,  p.  119. 
t  Vid«  Wilkiiwon,  1st  Series,  toI,  i.  p.  133. 
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ofPence  to  his  Egyptiui  troops,  by  "  keeping  them  in 
the  diataat  frontier  towns  of  Marea,  Daphne  of  Pda- 
sinm,  and  Elephantine"  thej  became  dissected,  and 
to  the  number  of  240,000  retired  into  Upper  Ethiopia. 
"They  entered  the  serrice  of  the  monarch  of  that 
countrj,  and  in  return  received  a  considerable  extent 
of  territory  upon  the  confines,  from  which  the  Ethiopian 
prince  ordered  them  to  expel  a  tribe  of  people  at  that 
time  in  rebellion  against  him ;  and  tfaia  migration  of 
the  Egyptian*  troops  introdncing  the  arts  and  manners 
of  a  refined  nation,  had  a  rery  sensible  effect  in 
cirilizing  the  Ethiopians  f." 

It  is  impossible  such  an  influx  of  intelligent  colonists 
— not  forgetting  other  frequent  communications  vith 
^ypt — could  fail  to  cause  great  alterations,  and  the 
introduction  of  many  religious  and  ciril  institutions 
among  the  negroes ;  and  this  once  conmienoed,  would 
like  the  circle  in  disturbed  water,  gradually  diffuse 
itsdf  among  remote  tribes,  and  though  leaving  but 
slight  impression  on  the  more  distant,  still  eiiough,  to 
show  it  had  reached  them.     The  Kegroland  of  Abys- 


•  Vide  Wilkinton,  u  deduced  from  Herodotus,  Irt  Senea,  yoL  i., 
p.  163. 

t  That  these  were  abtady  acknowledged  »»  an  altered  nation  we 
find  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  chap,  xxr.,  t.  24,  about  the  date  of  that 
OMonenee,  alluding  to  kings  "of  the  mingled  people  that  dwell  in 
the  desert,"  and  Ezekiel,  at  a  rather  later  period,  about  B70  years 
B.C.  in  hia  dennneiations  against  E^ypt,  Ethiopia,  and  Ubya,' 
(eh^.  XXX.,  T.  4  and  fi)  speaks  of  them  as  "all  the  mingled 
p«p'«" 
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tdnia,  until  the  eografting  of  Judaism  and  subsequently 
Ohriatianitj,  presented  numerous  proofe  of  this  con- 
nexion with  the  flgyptians,  from  whom  they  had  borrowed 
many  of  their  cuatoma  and  laws,  some  of  which  eren 
remain,  though  modified,  to  the  present  tdme ;  but  the 
long  interral,  with  its  aereral  mutations,  leaves  us  in 
obscurity  as  to  the  actual  extent  to  which  that  influence 
was  exerted.  The  manner  in  which  both  Herodotus 
and  Diodoms  Sicnlos  refer  to  BthiopiaDS,  civilized  and 
barbarous,  show  that  the  habits  and  maoners  <^  some 
were  changed,  and  we  must  incline  to  the  opinion  of 
the  learned  Bowdich,  that  the  transition  of  some  of 
the  former  to  the  southward,  is  proved,  in  the  nnmerons 
coinddences  still  ezisting  between  the  ancient  Abys- 
Ennian  customs  and  observances  and  those  of  the 
Ashantis  and  some  other  Africans.  Nor  is  it  improba- 
ble that  the  ezpeditions  of  Ptolemy  Evergetes,  Corne- 
lius Balbns,  and  Septimins  Flaccus,  had  also  thdr  share 
in  obliging  the  negroes  to  move  south  and  west  Be 
that  as  it  may,  the  tide  of  emigration  has  been  gntr- 
dnally  setting  in  these  directions,  and  tiie  traditionary 
statements  of  many  of  the  West  African  tribes,  lead 
to  the  presomption,  that  scarcely  any  of  them  had 
their  origin  in  the  localities  they  now  inhabit,  but  much 
further  to  the  north  and  east*. 


*  Vide  ta  Saaay  on  the  SnperBtiUom,  Cnstonu,  utd  Art^  cammon 
*b>  tha  Andent  ^yptiaiu,  AbT^nnittn^  and  Aiiuaiem,  by  T.  E.  fiow- 
dieh,Ewi.,1821.    Page  11  to  18. 

Thii  valuafcle,  but  anfortnDaUly  r«ry  scarce  publication,  we  wan 
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We  are  not  therefore  svirprined,  on  comparing  the 
littoral  inhabitaDts  of  Western  Africa,  to  find  the 
proofs  of  their  former  connexion  but  faintlj  discem- 

luuble  to  ootunlt,  outil  m  had  put  togather  matariala  from  oth«r 
■onrMfl,  ;et  we  hxn  thought  it  due  to  that  diatingniBbed  and  learned 
tnTeller,  to  subetitute  the  following  large  extract,  which  explains  bo 
okarl;  the  eanaee  of  the  mfgraUon  to  the  south  and  weat. 

**  The  Aihanteea  and  their  neighbonm,  must  have  again  been 
diatnrfoed  from  time  to  time,  by  the  Beveral  emigrations  of  the  nations 
of  the  Haditerrauean,  nbom  Baacho,  in  hie  reaearchee  fbr  the  oon- 
atmction  of  a  m^  of  Africa  fbr  Ptolemy,  has  at  once  disoorered  by 
the  identity  of  the  nameo,  in  the  nnghbonrhood  of  the  Hediterranean, 
and  sonth  of  the  Niger.  The  Anniaces,f6T  instance,are  lud  down  by 
Ptolemy,  a  little  south  of  Tripoli;  and  agtun,  a  little  weat  of  the 
modem  Yarriba.  The  Nabathane  close  behind  Algiers  and  also 
where  Dahomey  now  exists.  The  Dolopea  in  the  praaent  dominion 
of  Tripoli,  and  again  when  we  expect  to  find  the  N^ro  Kingdom 
of  Knlbo.  The  Blemmyi  in  three  places:  on  the  Antblan  Gnlf,  neat 
Bees  Ageeg;  on  the  eastern  frontier  of  Abyssinia;  and  sonth  of  the 
Equator,  a  little  abore  the  trat^  of  the  traders  from  Loango  to  Nim*- 
amaj.  The  Astacvies  an  fonnd,  in  Ptolemy,  on  the  eonfinea  of 
Tripoli,  and  again  sonth  of  the  Niger,  near  where  onr  infonnanta 
described  the  modem  kingdom  of  Atagaa  to  be,  bo  that  some  trace 
of  the  name  seems  to  be  preaerred. 

"The  Daradi,  another  of  Ptolemy's  emigiant  nations,  (althongh  they 
do  not  appear  to  hare  advanced  beyond  the  modem  Betgoo  in  his 
time,)  probably  afterwards  proceeded  further  weatwsrd,  and  founded 
the  exisUng  kingdoms  of  Daur^  tite  neighbour  of  Casnna.  The 
Gallas  are  still  fbnnd  sonth  of  Abywuia,  and  alao  in  the  interior  of 
the  Oiain  Coast  of  Guinea.  Cornelius  Balbua  snbdned  Gallas  on  the 
n<vthem  bank  of  the  Niger.  Browne  learned  that  the  people  of 
Dagem,  the  n^hbonra  of  Darfoar.cameotiginally  from  the  vicinity 
of  Tunis. 

"Uaoy  more  inataneee  might  be  given  of  tlie  same  names  bung 
fbnnd  at  remote  dintnnnm  north  and  sonth  of  the  Niger,  whilst  other 
nations,  as  tiie  Samamicii,  originally  from  the  coast  of  the  Hediter- 
VOL.    II,  2  0 
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ible,  and  especiallj  in  the  airangeBieiit  of  their  gOTCm- 
ments. 


iBDMD,  near  Lebeda,  do  not  appear  to  hare  reached  the  Niger  in 
Ptolemy's  tims,  bat  to  bare  rested  in  their  ptogrtas  on  the  northern 
frontier  of  the  Vtgn  Kingdom  of  Ad>en.  It  appean  that  tiie 
Araha,  whom  Plin;  and  more  ancient  writers  affirmed  to  lure  settled 
from  Syene  as  &rap  as  Heroe,  hare  rinoe  that  time  penetrated  Boath- 
weetmtrd  into  the  interior  of  Ethiopia;  for  in  the  aoooonts  and 
HSS.  chaita  which  I  have  reoeired  from  the  natirM,  Wadejr  wm 
always  distinguished  as  the  first  Arab  dominion,  and  its  inhabttanti 
were  ^d  to  nse  a  different  diet,  and  thdr  ambition  only  to  be 
repressed  by  the  great  power  of  the  Emperor  of  Bomon.  Tliis  pro- 
grees  of  the  Arabs  inland  most  hare  contributed  to  the  dislocation  of 
the  Ethit^ic  or  Negro  Nations. 

<*Tha  expedition  of  ComeliTis  Balbns  (the  last  Roman  general  who 
enjoyed  the  honour  of  a  triumph,)  who  reached  the  Niger,  and 
marched  f<K  soma  time  on  its  northern  bank,  (apparently  where  the 
modem  Negro  kingdoms  of  Noofee,  Yaoora,  and  flllani,  are  now 
tituated,)  must  doabtlsss  have  disturbed  many  of  the  oolonies  and 
aborigines^  and  iodaoed  morements  to  the  south  of  the  Niger.  The 
prerious  expedition  of  Sentonins  I^nlinus,  (who  seems  to  have  pamed 
near  where  Park  nndeistood  the  source  of  the  N^er  to  bs^  into  the 
country  of  the  Perorri,  placed  by  Ptolemy  betwecsi  the  Gamtoa  and 
the  coast,)  mast  also  h&Te  contributed  to  the  seotmdaiy  morements  (tf 
theEtUopius. 

"Septimi«e  Flaoous,  acoording  to  Harinns  of  Tyre,  made  a  IhiM 
monUis'  expedition  into  the  interior  of  Africa,  proceeding  from  tha 
country  of  the  GsBsmantes  into  Ethiopia,  ssmI  traverring  lAbja. 
Julins  Matornns,  according  to  the  same  author,  was  employed  foot 
months  in  a  similar  enterprise,  having  departed  from  Leptis  Hagna, 
or  the  modem  Lebeda,  to  join  the  Garamantes  at  Garsma,  in  order  to 
invade  Agysimba,  tlie  coun^  of  Ute  thinoowosea.  Ftoksny  objects 
to  the  nnressonable  length  of  time  allotted  to  these  marches,  without 
reflecting  that  they  were  nntlier  likely  to  be  direct,  long,  or  iqiid. 
As  no  great  Isk^  or  consideiable  river,  is  mentioned  as  tricing  in 
Agysimba,  it  has  been  concluded  that  they  neithM  naohed  the  Kgat 
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The  leanied  essay*  to  which  we  must  refer  our 
readers,  cleiu-Iy  traces  the  resemblance,  in  aereral  pointa, 
between  the  Abysainians  and  Ashantis,  not  only  Id 
manj  of  the  obserrances  but  also  in  the  title  of  rojalty. 
Thufi  according  to  Mr.  Salt,  the  prefix  of  the  Ethio- 
pian or  shepherd  kings  was  Za  or  Zo,  which  at  a  later 
period  was  written  Zai  or  Sai,  from  which  Bowdich 
verj  properly  inferred,  the  Ashanti  designation  of  Ozzai 
or  Ossai — sometimes  used  simply  Zai'  or  Sai — to  have 
been  taken,  and  we  belieye  the  Bzzeh  or  Issa,  (royal 


or  the  Deighbonriiood  of  Timbactoo,  or  Hotuea.  This  m&y  ftdmit  of 
ailment,  bat  th&t  enich  eiteniive  expeditions  must  bare  compelled 
or  iadaced  many  nationB  and  tribes,  not  ver;  remote'from  the  THigvr 
to  emigrate  further  Muthwards  for  nfety,  oannot  be  doubted. 

"Probos  undertook  an  expedition  against  the  Blemmjt,  near  the 
frontiers  of  Thebes,  vanquished  them,  and  sent  aeveral  prisoners  to 
Rome.  Diocletian  transported  considerable  numbers  of  the  Blemmyi 
and  Nobatae,  to  an  island  in  the  Nile  near  Elephantine,  accorded  them 
temples  and  allowed  them  to  choose  their  own  priests.  Before  the 
reign  of  Diocletian,  the^Roman  frontier  extended  to  within  twenty- 
three  journies  of  Azam.  Thus  then  it  would  appear,  that  tribes  or 
nations  of  the  more  civilized  Ethiopians  were  ejected  by  Uie  great 
Egyptian  emigiation ;  pieeeed  still  farther  by  the  conqneron^  whoae 
invasions  were  recorded  at  Axum  and  Adulis ;  again  dispossessed  by 
the  enterprising  Carthaginian  colonies  eptead  troja  Cyiene  to  the 
Atlantic ;  by  the  Nnmidinns,  Gctnlians,  and  Ganmantes,  driven 
sonthwarda  by  the  Romans ;  and  nltimatoly  arrived  at  their  present 
sitnatlon,  through  a  series  of  intomal  wars  and  emigrations,  ^ponNw^ 
recorded  in  their  own  historical  traditions,  but  otherwise  unknown  to 
UB.  Many  of  the  superstitions  and  cartoms  wliich  these  people  liad 
previonaly  adopted  from  the  Egyptiaaa,  are  still  existing,  and  many 
must  have  been  lost  or  corrapted  in  their  change  of  abode,  and  their 
consequent  connexion  with  the  less  civilized  Ethiopians.'' 
*  Bowdich's  Essay. 
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title  of  Ibu  and  Nu6  kiogs)  as  also  Attah  of  the 
Eggaraha  to  have  been  so  deriTed.  This  appears  the 
more  probable,  when  we  discover  existing  among  these 
somewhat  rade  tribes,  certain  oflSces  attached  to  royalty- 
even  in  the  Airican  clay  palace ;  thus  ve  have  called 
attention,  at  Oape  Coast,  to  the  retinue  of  the  Akim 
caboceers,  and  also  those  of  the  chiefe  of  Abdb,  and 
Iddah,  where  we  find,  head  mtisicians,  fan-bearers*, 
cane-bearers,  persons  holding  situations  similar  to  the 
airofivtot  of  Hesychios,'  who  drove  away  the  flies  by 
means  of  chowries,  and  above  all  the  office  of  king's  f 
mouth,  or  royal  interpreter, — Kal-halze  of  Abyssinia, — 
it  being  contrary  to  etiquette,  for  those  sovereigns  to 
communicate  directly  with  any  one.  We  find  too,  the 
same  respect  for  royalty  at  Iddah  as  obtained  among 
the  Abyssinians,  namely,  that  the  king  was  neither 
allowed  to  eat  or  drink  in  the  presence  of  any  person. 
At  Iddah  it  was  carried  so  far,  as  even  to  suppress  the 
display  of  the  commonest  emotions  of  our  nature^. 

The  practice  for  one  or  more  judges  to  attend  the 
king  in  time  of  war  in  Abyssinia,  is  still  observed  by 
the  Ashantis  and  Eggan^;  indeed  among  the  latter, 
the  chief  and  second  judges  are  the  genends  of  the 
armyf  It  is  however  in  the  religious  rituals,  that  we 
properly  look  for  the  greatest  number  of  coincidences, 

*  Vide  vol.  i.,  page  146. 

t  Tide  vol.  L,  page*  216,  289. 

t  Vide  vol.  i.,  pagM  S89,  293,  nod  206. 
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iDasmucb,  &B  it  ia  natural  to  man  to  retain  longer  un- 
altered, those  coBtoma  and  ceremonials  which  connect 
his  thon^ts  vith  the  Great  Spirit,  whom  eren  the  most 
benighted  Pagan  cannot  bat  acknowledge ;  and  here  we 
are  inclined  to  beliere,  that  the  mystical  allegories  of  the 
ancient  Egyptians,  hare  been  the  foundation  of  those 
fetiche  abflurditlea,  which  are  so  blindly  followed  by  the 
Negro  races  to  thia  day.  Among  that  singular  people, 
the  sacerdotal  appointments  were  not  only  the  most 
honourable,  but  the  most  inflnential,  and  evea  their 
kings  had  probably  only  a  nominal  superiority  over 
those,  who  pretended  alone  to  be  the  intermediators 
between  men  and  the  deities.  "The  sacred  office 
of  the  priests,  by  giving  them  the  exclusive  right  to 
T^ulate  all  spiritual  matters,  as  well  as  to  announce 
the  will,  threaten  the  wrath,  and  superintend  the 
worship  of  t^e  gods,  was  calcolated  to  ensure  them 
universal  respect*," — and  they  seem  to  have  taken  great 
care  that  any  sublimer  knowledge  or  belief  in  the 
attributes  of  Omnipotence  they  themselves  enter- 
tained, should  be  concealed  from  vulgar  speculation, 
under  the  fabnlous  guise  of  a  plurahty  of  gods.  We 
can  readily  conceive  that  a  religion,  which  thus  offered 
aa  it  were  tangible  evidence  of  a  communication  with 
superior  Being,  would  soon  find  votaries  among  those 
black  races,  who  had  an  opportunity  of  observing 
the  veneration  of  the  Egyptians ;  aud  that  the  dark 

■  Vide  WUkinaon's  1st  Series,  Vul.  i.,  p.  2£7. 
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and  imperfect  tiews  of  theology  which  might  thus  be 
receiTed,  voiild  onlj  tend  to  develope  the  forms  of 
polytheistic  paganism,  which  we  oheerre  now  to  obtain 
among  so  many  African  races.  If  their  oppressors 
thus  openly  worshipped  deified  animals,  can  we  wonder 
at  finding  the  barbarous  negro  following  such 
example  "i  How  far  then  at  the  present  day,  do  we 
notice  the  operation  of  that  same  religion,  at  places 
the  most  remote  from  the  centre  of  its  first  propa- 
gation 1 

Take  the  whole  Inta  race,  the  Kms,  the  IJideeyahs, 
and  the  large  family  of  Ibus,  with  their  ofishoots,  the 
people  of  Bonny,  Calabar,  and  Oameroons,  and  among 
all  we  find  a  graduated  priesthood*,  secondary 
only  in  name  to  the  kings  or  chiefs,  by  whom  they 
are  entrusted  with  almost  every  office  of  importance 
or  wealth ;  who,  in  common  with  their  subjects,  look 
to  these  juju  men  to  avert  the  wrath  of  the  deities 
or  propitiate  their  favour; — ^who  place  the  most 
implicit  confidence  in  their  powers  of  good  or  evil, 
and  who  imagine  they  can  communicate  directly  with 
the  great  Spirit. 

Among  the  Egyptian  hierarchy  not  only  were 
there  certain  secret  rituals  at  each  stage  of  advance- 
ment in  the  sacred  office,  but  there  existed  a  separate 
order  of  observances — the  mysteries — of  which  Sir 


*  "  Next  to  the  king,  the  priests  held  the  fitst  rank,  and  from  them 
th«m  were  choaen  his  confidentUl  and  responsible  adviseiB." — Wil- 
kinson's Ist  Series,  toI.  i.,  p.  267. 
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G.  WiMofion  sajs :  "  From  all  we  can  learn  on  the 
sabject,  it  appears  tliat  the  mjBteries  consisted  of 
frffo  d^reeB,  denonunated  the  greater  and  the  leaser 
(like  the  ELenaimaQ,  Thich  Tere  borrowed  from  Iigypt), 
and  in  order  to  become  qualified  for  admission  into 
the  higher  class,  it  was  necessary  to  hare  passed 
thronf^  those  of  the  inferior  degree  and  each  (^  them 
vas  probably  dirided  into  ten  grades."  "  The  honour 
of  ascending  from  the  less  to  the  greater  mjsteri^ 
vae  as  highly  esteemed  as  it  was  difficult  to  obtain*." 

Etcd  princes  were  not  priTileged  to  initiation  into 
the  highest  order  until  their  accession  to  the  throng 
when,  in  rirtue  of  tiieir  kinglj  office,  and  as  pr^ident 
of  the  religion,  they  then  became  entitled. 

Now  existing  to  the  present  day,  there  are  among 
nearly  all  the  West  A&icans,  certain  mysterions  societies 
connected  with  the  priests  or  jujn  men,  who  are  alone 
said  to  conduct  the  ceremonials:  they  are  divided  into 
classes,  and  the  kings  and  fetiche-men  are  at  the  head 
of  them.  Thus  the  "  Almouseri"  of  the  Footatoros,  the 
"Pnrrah"  of  the  Timmaois  and  BuUoms,  the  Samo  of 
theSooso<»>  the  Mumbo-Jombo  of  many  tribes,  the  secret 
religiona  orders  of  the  Akus,  and  the  free  £gbo  of  the 
Old  Calabar  and  Oameroons. 

It  is  unfortunate,  that  except  the  last,  so  little  is 
known  of  the  organization  of  any  of  these  societies. 
All  of  them  are,  howerer,  reputedly  in  connexion 


>  Tide  Wilkinson's  Irt  Swiea,  vol.  i.,  p.  267. 
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viUi  the  priesthood,  and  are  said  to  have  arisen  out  of 
mysteries  observed  by  them.  The  rites  of  initiation  are 
performed  at  night  in  a  retired  part  of  the  voods,  and 
death  is  the  punishment  for  those,  Those  temerity  or 
curiosity  might  tempt  them  to  oreriook  the  sacred 
proceedings*. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Daniel,  who  had  various  opportonitiea  of 
becoming  acquainted  vith  some  particulars  respecting 
the  free  Egbos  of  Calabar  and  Cameroona,  says  the 
Egbo  is  sab-divided  into  several  grades,  of  vhich  there 
are  eighteen  or  twenty;  of  these  the  highest  and  most 
aristocratic  has  been  termed  Grand  Egbo.  All  orders 
of  Egbo  have  their  own  appropriate  day  of  ceremonious 
observance;  but  it  is  only  on  days  set  apart  for  the 
performance  of  the  mysterious  rites  of  Grand  Egbo 
that  every  house  within  the  town  is  closed,  none  of  the 
inhabitants  being  permitted  to  leave  them,  nnder  the 
penalty  of  death,  or  severe  corporeal  punishment,  &c. 
The  king  is  at  the  head  of  the  highest  class  of 
EgboB,  &G.f 

We  cannot  hear  of  the  existence  of  societies  so  siu- 
gularly  and  systematically  arranged,  among  tribes  so 
rudo  and  barbarous,  without  feeling  convinced,  that  they 


*  The  feast  of  Minerva,  at  Sais,  took  place  at  night,  each  penon 
bearing  a  light ;  it  was  intended  to  represent  the  ali^rieal  hitHory 
of  Udria,  which  the  Kgy^tiaxia  considered  the  moat  solemn  myatery  ol 
thdr  religion. 

>  Proceediuga  of  tile  Kthnologic&l  Society  of  London,  1846;  alio 
vide  voL  li.,  p.  241  of  this  narrative. 
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vere  borroved  from  those  of  the  more  distaot  inhabit- 
anta  of  Egypt,  the  features,  as  far  as  can  be  gathered, 
being  so  identical  in  both. 

According  to  Porphyry,  "  the  Egyptians  either  con- 
sidered animalB  the  real  deities,  or  reprraented  them 
(their  gods)  with  the  heads  of  oxen,  birds,  and  other 
creatures,  in  order  that  the  people  might  abstain  from 
eating  them ;"  and  each  town  or  district  had  its  own 
especial  one,  who  vas  supposed  to  preside  over  its 
interests.  Now  what  are  the  intermediatory  agents  of 
the  West  Africans  to  this  time  1  Are  they  not  animals 
held  in  Tarious  degrees  of  reneration  and  rrapect,  or 
their  mdelj-carred  repiesentatiTos  ^  Thus, — the  sacred 
crocodile  of  a  portion  of  the  Intas,  the  snakes  of 
Dahomey  and  of  Brass  RiTer,  the  shark  of  New 
Calabar,  the  iguana  of  Bonny,  &c. ;  and  there  is  scarcely 
a  tribe  of  Western  Africa  that  has  not  one  or  more 
of  these  figuring  at  the  head  of  their  religious  observ- 
ances; and  so  far  from  destroying  or  using  them  as 
food,  it  is  one  of  the  most  serious  crimes  to  injure 
them. 

In  tracing  the  coincidence  still  further,  it  appears 
not  a  little  singular,  that  the  Coptic  priests  should 
hare  made  use  of  exactly  the  same  animals,  in  their 
oblations  to  the  deities,  as  still  obtain  among  most  of 
the  negro  races  of  West  Africa,  -viz.,  goats,  sheep,  ga- 
zelles, and  white  fowls,  which  were  the  sacrificial  animals; 
and  the  blood  and  heads  of  these  were  considered  the 
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moat  appropriate  ofierings  to  l^eir  deities*,  and  the 
prieats  alone  were  permitted  to  immolate  them.  The 
objects  of  animal  worship  were  multifarious,  and  each 
held  in  respect  acccnrding  to  ite  supposed  importance ; 
and  not  only  did  the  E^ptians  reverence  them  as 
symbols  of  their  gods,  but  thej  also  beUered  in  eril 
genii,  who  presided  over  sablanarj  matters  and  the 
elements,- — these,  according  to  lamblicos  (De  Mjs- 
teriis,)  were  the  demons  or  &ai/iovea,  from  which 
arrangement,  we  suspect,  must  have  been  deduced  the 
division  of  good  and  evil  spirits,  confided  in  so  im- 
phcitly  by  all  the  West  Africans. 

Of  the  Tarious  deities  among  the  Ethiopiansf, 
Neph  was  an  especial  object  of  adoration.  He  was 
represented  by  a  ram's  head|,  his  emblem;  and  this 
was  worn  as  a  common  charm  or  amulet  by  the 
devout  of  all  classes;  it  is  therefore  a  strange  ana- 
logy, that  not  only  in  the  worship  of  the  Great 
Spirit,  but  even  among  ^epenatee  of  the  West  Africans, 
particularly  the  Eras,  Ibua,  Edeeyahs,  and  Bimbians, 


•  Vide  vol.  i,  pages  117, 849.    Vol.  ii.,  pages  199. 

Aceotding  to  the  tesUmon^  of  Herodotus  and  Flntarcb,  th«  nil- 
^OOH  feftiTsla  and  obsemmcM  of  the  Egyptians,  were  priDciptlly 
held  about  the  time  of  new,  and  full  moon;  the  periods  still  observed 
by  the  tribes  of  Western  Africa.    (Tide  Tol.  ii.  p.  224.) 

t  Tide  WUkinwD,  2nd  bwhb,  toL  i.,  p.  241. 

t  In  the  Egyptian  saloon  of  the  British  If  usmim,  there  is  A  siatas 
of  Ploeri,  prince  of  Ethiopia,  in  the  reign  of  Barneses  II,  kneeling, 
ua&  holding  an  altar,  on  which  is  a  mm's  head.    It  is  from  Belioni's 
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the  head  of  the  male  sheep  or  goat  shoold  be  the  chief 
offering,  and  that  the  skull  aboQld  afterwarda  be  re- 
tained about  the  person  as  an  amulet^  chiefly  bj  the 
priests  or  jaja  men.  While  thus  allading  to  specific 
deities,  ire  think  it  not  improbable  that  the  Nis-rah 
or  Great  Spirit  of  the  Krus,  may  have  been 
derived  from  a  complication  of  Neith,  the  god  of 
irisdom,  and  Ra,  the  phjucal  sun* ;  and  that  even  the 
Moh  (idol,  bat  sometimes  osed  to  express  the  Great 
Spirit)  of  the  £deeyaha,  may  hare  had  its  origin  in 
the  Haut — oatnre  or  mother;  and  vhich  vas  some- 
times represented  among  the  Egyptians  under  the 
form  of  a  cat's  head,  an  animal — especially  the  Genetta 
Richardsonii,  the  wild  cat  of  Fernando  Po — which  is 
held  in  deep  veneration  by  the  Kdeeyahs  f. 

At  the  religions  festivals  of  the  Copts,  libations 
were  poured  oat  for  the  gods,  and  sometimes  sprinkled 
abont  the  floor;  and  this  is  still  observed  among  the 
West  Africans,  among  whom  we  know  not  a  tribe 
which  does  not  make  a  practice  of  spitting  out  the 
first  mouthiul,  or  pouring  on  the  ground  a  little  of 
every  fluid  they  partake  of;  and  this  they  aay  is 
intended  aa  an  offering  to  the  fetiches  or  jujus ;  and 
in  their  oblations  to  these  idols,  palm-wine  or  rum 
always  accompanies  the  other  articles  of  food. 


*  Among  the  Diullai,  or  people  of  Cuneroom,  the  word  A'lub% 
rignifiea  God,  the  Great  Spirit,  and  also  tbe  Sun. 
t  Vide  ToL  U^  p.  200. 
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The  affectionate  respect  evinced  for  the  mranory  of 
the  dead  by  the  Egyptians,  induced  them  to  preaerre 
by  Tarioua  methods  the  remains  of  those  they  had 
cherished  in  life;  and  not  only  vaa  the  period  of 
mourning  long,  but  at  rarioas  seasons  the  family  met 
together,  to  rerire  the  reminiscences  of  the  departed. 
Among  the  Western  Africans,  of  coorse  it  vould  be 
in  Tain  to  look,  for  anytliing  assimilating  to  so  costly 
and  difficult  a  process  as  that  of  embalming,  although 
the  Ashantis  smoke  the  bodies  of  the  dead  to  preserve 
them*;  and  in  every  tribe  where  cotton  clothes  are 
found,  the  deceased  is  wrapt  op  in  various  quantities 
according  to  his  vealdi ;  and  several  articles  of  orna- 
ment are  either  buried  with  him,  or  placed  over  the 
grave,  as  we  had  occasion  to  point  ont,  in  describing 
places  visited  by  the  Eipeditionf.  Both  in  E^ypt  and 
AbysBinia,  lamentation  was  made  for  the  dead ;  a  sort 
of  wake  being  held,  on  the  assembling  together  of  the 
relatives  and  friends,  who  tore  their  hair,  and  likewise 
bewailed  the  loss,  which  a  just  as  it  is  observed  by 
the  West  Africans.  That  this  could  not  have  been 
engrafted  on  the  Abyasiniaos  by  their  adoption  of 


*  King,  an  intelligent  Aiiicsn,  who  wu  left  in  diu^  of  the 
'Amelia'  ichooner  at  the  Confluence,  statM  in  his  jooruHl,  that  Bome 
Bi— >  yonthe,  who  worked  at  the  model  taxm,  did  m  to  obtain  cow- 
ries nifficient  to  hwty  their  Either,  in  a  proper  manner;  thej  had 
kept  the  bod;  fire  montlu,  by  smoking  it  over  a  fire,  frrqiently 
wailiing  it,  and  repeating  the  preserratire  proceas,  as  also  decomting 
it  with  powdered  camwood. 

t  Vide  alao  vol.  ii.,  p.  201  and  229  of  this  namtive. 
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Jndaism,  is  certain,  inasmuch  as  the  Jews  were  for- 
bidden to  do  80. — (Ley.,  chap,  xii.,  Terees  1  and  5 ; 
also  chap,  xix.,  verses  27  and  28.)  Nor  did  it  arise 
among  the  other  negro  races  from  anj  connexion  with 
Mahommedanism,  since,  by  the  KoTan,  Tomen  were  pro- 
hibited firom  mouming  at  funerals,  and  the  celebration 
of  the  Tirtues  of  the  deceased  was  not  allowed ;  jet  both 
of  these  practices  are  inrariably  attended  to  by  the 
Kma,  Iotas,  Ibus,  E^arahs,  and  Edeeyahs. 

The  Coptic  families*  mourned  seyenty-two  days ;  and 
it  is  somewhat  odd  to  find  among  rude  people  such  as  the 
Ems,  that  after  an  interral  of  three  months  or  moons, 
prayers  for  the  dead  and  mouming  are  again  observed; 
while  the  simple  Edeeyahs  have  the  seven  days  of 
lamentation,  and  one  moon  or  month  of  mouming. 
We  doubt  not  if  all  the  circnmstances  attendant  on 
the  demise  of  persons  in  the  other  tribes  were  known, 
we  should  be  able  to  trace  many  coincidences  referrible 
to  a  common  origin,  as  well  as  that  of  placing  food 
and  libations  on  the  graves  of  the  deceased, — a  cus- 
tom we  opine  to  have  been  taken  from  that  of  the 
Egyptians,  who  had  also  their  offerings  for  the  dead. 

But  of  all  the  African  observances  of  fixed  cha- 
racter, perhaps  that  of  the  "yam  cnstom"  is  the  most 


*  The  people  of  CBmeroona,  tnd  Old  C&labor,  bind  a  piece  of  black 
or  dark  blue  dotb  roond  the  head,  and  neither  wash  or  change  their 
waiatulotha  for  uvetal  weeks  while  mODrning  for  the  dead  ;  they  are 
litenlly  in  "sackcloth  and  aahea.'*    Th«  Egyptians  wore  black  on 
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singular  on  many  accounts.  It  is  one  which  nearlj 
all  tribes  adhere  to;  and  though  there  maj  be  some 
slight  difference  in  the  period,  still'  it  is  common  to 
all;  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  carried  oat  among 
all  of  them,  evinces  that  it  must  have  had  its  origin 
from  one  and  the  same  source.  Thus  the  Kms,  Intas, 
Dahomians,  Ibus,  Eggarahs,  and  the  littoral  inhabi- 
tants of  Cameroons,  Bonny,  Calabar,  Fernando  Fo, — 
all  mark  the  season  of  planting  their  jams  and  grain, 
by  a  religious  ritoal,  and  a  festire  meeting  of  all  the 
tribe.  With  the  exception  of  the  Ashantis,  and  per- 
haps the  Ibus  and  Eggarahs,  the  ceremony  is  un- 
tainted bj  human  blood;  the  offerings  being  goats, 
sheep,  and  wfate  fowls,  portions  of  which,  after  being 
roasted,  are  laid  together  with  palm-wine,  as  oblations 
before  the  idols :  this  done,  they  continue  the  entei^ 
tainment  for  several  days.  Whether  this  had  any 
connexion  with  the  feast  obswred  in  the  month  Athyr, 
when  the  Egyptian  husbandman  b^;an  to  sow  his 
com,  or  was  copied  frvm  the  form  of  general  thanks- 
giring  to  the  deities,  on  the  rising  of  the  fertilizing 
waters  of  the  Nile,  it  would  be  difficult  to  surmise; 
but  we  may  reason,  that  it  was  taken  from  some  one 
of  the  many  similar  Coptic  institutions. 

It  has  often  been  a  question,  whence  so  many  of  the 
West  African  races  borrowed  the  practice  of  ciicum- 
cision,  which  although  not  universally  followed  in  any 
tribe,  is  yet  pretty  generally  adopted  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  banks  oi  the  Niger,  and  by  the  subdirisions  of  the 
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Ibn  &nuly:  as  it  U  obserred  among  eome  who  h&Te  do 
trace  -whateTco'  of  lalamism,  in  their  religious  or  domes- 
tic cuBtoms,  tre  maj  condade  it  to  hare  beeo  intro- 
duced along  with  the  others  to  which  we  have  already 
called  attention.  That  it  was  practised  from  the 
earliest  times,  appears  on  the  evidence  of  Herodotus, 
who  says  that  its  origin,  both  among  Egyptians  and 
Ethiq>ians,  may  be  traced  to  the  most  remote  anti- 
quity, but  he  knew  not  from  whom  it  might  have 
been  borrowed.  From  inscriptions  and  deiices  on  the 
monuments  of  Upper  and  Lower  Egypt,  Sir  Q.  Wil- 
kinson, tiioDgfat  it  must  have  been  iu  use  long  before 
tlw  arriral  of  Joseph  or  the  Exodus  of  Moses,  and  it 
continued  to  be  more  or  less  kept  up  to  the  latest 
times,  so  that  when  their  country  was  OTermn  by  the 
disciples  of  the  prophet,  that  institution  at  least  ac- 
corded with  the  impostor's  views. 

Anotiier  practice,  which  being  common  also  to  the 
Arabs  of  later  times,  might  be  supposed  to  have 
had  its  origin  in  the  spread  of  Mabonunedanism  in 
Western  Africa, — we  allude  to  painting,  or  raUier 
colouring  the  eyelids  of  the  women  and  children,  with 
preparations  of  galena  or  antimony;  a  fashion  very 
generally  met  with  among  many  of  the  Negro  people 
we  are  referring  to— and  at  Iddah,  we  were  not  a 
little  surprised  to  find  metal  and  leather  bottles  very 
similar  in  shape  to  the  Kohl  bottles  of  the  Egyptians,  with 
styles  or  bodkins,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  the  pig- 
ment;  and  at  Oameroons  and  Bimbia,  far  removed 
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from  the  iDfluence  of  the  prophet's  followers,  the  same 
mode  of  diBfiguring  the  ejelids  vas  found.  Now,  ve 
can  scarcelj  imagine  that  thej  Tould  have  adopted  a 
tronblesome  fashion,  vhich  at  best  could  bare  bat 
slight  distinction  on  their  dark  skins,  if  thej  had  not 
at  some  period  noticed  it,  as  in  use  among  a  lighter 
coloured  and  more  ciTilized  people. 

Many,  therefore,  are  the  coincidences  between  the 
institutions  and  customs  of  the  swarthy  n^ro  tuid 
those  of  the  ancient  Coptic  family  of  the  same  conti- 
nent; and  in  piursuing  the  question  of  their  former  con- 
nexion, we  might  also  adduce  proofe  from  several  of  the 
manufactures,  or  rather  from  identity  of  design,  in  their 
rude  attempts  at  imitation.  Thus  we  call  attention  to 
the  narrow-woven  cloth,  with  a  blue  bord^,  the  figure 
and  outline  of  their  swords,  daggers*,  cowrie  and  brass 
armlets,  the  earthem  lamps,  musical  instruments,  met 
with  at  Iddah  and  Ashanti,  and  other  places;  the 
shape  and  texture  of  the  palm-leaf  baskets,  the  cre- 
scentic  middle  portion  of  the  African  stools,  so  similar 
to  the  head-stools  of  the  Oopts,  &c.  Lastly,  as  a  direct 
proof  of  the  intercourse  between  these  (so  differently 


*  The  daggers  figured  in  Sir  G.  'Wilkinson'B  Egjptiana,  lat  series, 
vol  i.  p.  318,  not  only  resemble  rety  much  in  their  conformation  thoaa 
in  nee  among  the  iuhftbitants  of  the  Upper  Niger,  but  the  mode  of 
decorating  the  blade  with  ctobs  marki  is  also  an  indication  whence 
the  latter  was  borrowed.  The  daggers,  number  3  and  7,  at  p.  406,  of 
WilkinBon's  lit  seriee,  toL  i.,  p.  406,  ohew  aiao  an  evident  Rsero- 
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drcamstanced)  inhabitants  of  the  great  Afiricao  con- 
tinent, T6  may  notice  the  presence  of  A^^  beads, 
such  as  vere  mannfactured  bj  the  Egyptians  alone, 
in  at  least  three  tribes  urith  vhich  we  are  ac- 
quainted, viz.,  the  EniB,  Fantis,  and  Eggarahs,  among 
vhom  ve  hare  found  them  of  unquestionably  Coptic 
character;  and  -we  have  it  on  the  endence  of  the 
talented  Bowdich  that  thoy  are  also  met  with  at 
Ashanti.  We  beliere,  a  consideration  of  all  these 
different  circumstances  will  go  far  to  prore,  that  much 
of  what  now  obtains  among  the  negro  races  of  Western 
Africa — ^both  in  their  goremment,  forms  of  religion, 
and  civil  institations — were  adopted  from  the  numerous 
though  imperfect  opportunities  they  had,  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  those  of  the  ancient  Egyptians.  As 
before  stated,  "  if  we  remember  the  proneness  of  a 
persecuted  race  to  stand  still  as  it  were,  and  the  long 
interval  which  has  elapsed  since  the  date  of  that  com- 
munication," we  may  rather  wonder  at  being  able  to 
tnu%  in  their  rade  institutions,  any  comparison  with 
those  from  which  they  had  borrowed  them. 
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CHAPTER  Xni. 

THE  SLAVE  QUESTION  CONSIDEKBD. 

On  retamiiig  to  the  shores  of  oar  coontrj,  after 
an  andertaking  replete  'with  danger  and  Buffering, 
we  found  an  almost  uniTersal  impreasion  that  we  had 
failed  in  ezecating  the  purposes  for  which  we  were 
sent  This  we  venture  to  Bubmit  to  a  considerate 
public^  is  not  onlj  severe,  but  unjust,  in  so  far  as  it 
would  appear  to  implicate  those  who  had  the  conduct 
of  the  Expedition;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  preceding 
narratiTe  of  our  progress  will  show  that  we  succeeded 
in  performing  the  duties  assigned  to  ns,  until  paraljzed 
and  beaten  back  bj  an  enemy  against  which  neither 
skill,  courage,  nor  forethought  could  avail.  We  mi^t 
indeed  be  considered  aa  having  been  in  battle  with  a 
superior  force,  whose  destructive  and  UQceasing  fire 
proved  fatal  to  a  large  proportion  of  our  crews;  very 
few  escaping  injuries  of  such  a  nature,  aa  to  leave  per> 
manent  traces  of  their  debilitating  effects.  We  in  fact 
onlj  retreated  with  strength  enough  to  carry  away  our 
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wounded*;  the  Oommander  of  the  Bipodition  being  the 
last  -who  abandoned  the  field. 

If  this  should  not  be  considered  sufficient  to  account 
for  failure,  other — secondaiy — causes  maybe  traced  to 
the  anxious  desire  of  the  promoters  of  the  Expedition 
that  it  should  be  wanting  in  nothing  which  might  be 
conducire  to  the  safety  of  the  crews,  or  the  furtherance 
of  the  great  object  in  view.  These  solicitudes  undoubt- 
edly occasioned  a  fatal  delay;  especially  on  account 
of  the  model  farm,  which,  thou^  on  too  small  a  scale 
to  justify  the  sanguine  expectations  of  its  benerolent 
founders,  was  much  too  cumbersome  to  be  imposed 
on  an  Elzpedition  having  a  mission  to  fulfil  of  more 
immediate  importance. 

We  tmst  to  be  exonerated  from  any  intention  of 
imputing  blame,  especially  when  we  know  that  all 
was  done  from  the  most  praiseworthy  motives;  but 
being  a  fait  accompli,  we  deem  it  to  be  our  duty  to 
point  out  this  mistake,  as  it  is  probable  that,  had  the 
detention  been  only  to  land  a  few  agriculturists  with 
some  simple  tools  at  the  Confluence,  to  make  a  com- 
mencement, the  Expedition,  with  the  same,  or  perhaps 
with  a  little  less,  amount  of  mortality  and  suffering, 
might  have  reached  Rabbah  on  the  Niger,  and  some 
important  place  far  up  on  the  Chadda.  But  with 
such  a  primary  element  of  failure,  who  can  say  what 


*  See  Appendix ;  stateineat  of  ilie  crews,  and  Vital  StatisUca  of  the 
Expedition  at  its  cloae. 

2  D   2 
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oo^t  to  have  been  accompliBhed  vith  a  diminutioii 
of  slight  secondary  caoses?  It  is  useless  to  vaste  our 
time  on  hypothetical  cases: — but  the  question,— 
What  has  been  the  probable  effect  of  our  abortive 
attempt  1  may  be  advantageously  considered. 

Id  onr  short  intercourse  vith  the  most  powerful 
chiefe  of  the  interior  vhom  we  Tisited,  bright  hopes  of 
wealth  and  future  prosperity  were  held  out,  if  they 
would  follow  our  counsels. 

In  particular,  we  assured  them,  that  by  employing 
their  dares  at  hom^  in  the  coltiTation  of  the  land 
instead  of  selling  them,  they  wonld  be  enriched  by  the 
produce  and  consequent  trade  with  white  men.  In 
furtherance  of  this,  by  timely  gifts,  we  indnced  them 
to  enter  into  treaties  with  us  for  the  relinquishment  of 
the  alare  trade,  which  they  had  hitherto  looked  on  as 
a  legitimate  source  of  rerenue.  We  even  enforced 
those  treaties,  and  inflicted  the  penalties  of  infraction 
in  the  case  of  Ajimba* ; — ^but  we  left  them  to  doubt 
our  truth  or  our  power.  Surely  we  owe  it  in  justice 
towards  our  oppressed  and  abandoned  cUlies,  and  to  the 
dignity  of  the  British  nation,  to  redeem  the  promises 
solemnly  made  when  publicly  iuToking  God's  blessing 
on  the  treaties. 

They  strongly  adverted  to  the  performance  of  our 
stipulations,  implying,  as  it  were,  that  their  adherence 
should  be  contingent  on  ours.     King  Obi  said,  "If 

•  Vol.  U.  p.  88. 
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you  Tant  me  to  put  down  the  slave  trade,  you  muBt 
send  plenty  of  ships," — for  ihe  commerce  which  we 
aasured  him  would  be  more  adrantageoos.  By  failing 
to  do  this  tve  haw  undoubtedly  broken  the  treaty  and 
hare  justified  his  return  to  the  Slare  Trade. 

The  deadly  nature  of  the  cUmate  would  seem  to  be 
a  sufficient  excuse,  to  the  natives  as  well  m  to  our- 
selves, for  not  continuing  the  enterprise  with  Buro- 
peans,  although  it  may  be  questioned  whether  the 
"  experiment  of  penetrating  by  the  Niger  to  the  inte- 
rior of  Africa  has  yet  been  fairly  tried  *,"  owing  princi- 
pally to  the  lateness  of  the  season  when  the  expe* 
ditions  have  commenced  the  ascent  of  the  river, — 
by  which  they  had  to  encounter  both  the  unhealthiest 
season  and  the  most  difficult  time  for  navigating. 

The  intelligent  native  chiefs  and  headmen  with 
whom  ve  conferred,  who  had  unbounded  confidence  in 
our  power, — not  lessened  in  any  respect  by  the  mag- 
nificence of  our  promises, — although  they  were  eye- 
witnesses of  onr  aofferings  in  the  mifbrtonate  attempt, 
might  fiurly  ask  if  the  white  man  had  exhausted  all 
his  resonrces; — if,  one  method  having  failed,  no  other 
could  be  devised  by  his  superior  wisdom  1 

It  remains,  therefore,  either  to  make  the  tacit  but 
humiliating  acknowledgment  that  the  white  man  has 
no  fmriher  resources,  after  aH  his  brilliant  promises, — 
leaving  the  worse  than  useless  effects  of  the  Niger 


*  Cspltun  Allen's  Report  to  Lord  Stanley, 
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Expedition  to  lessen  lis  in  the  estimation  of  the 
Airican, — or  that  other  means  shonid  be  devised  for 
following  up  the  beoeTolent  intentions  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government. 

Before  ve  venture  to  allude  to  those  means,  ve 
think  it  necessary  to  advert  to  the  great  and  perplex- 
ing question  of  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 
This  vre  do  with  much  diffidence,  as, — although  in 
furtherance  of  that  great  object,— we  vrere  not  actaalty 
employed  against  slavers ;  so  that  vre  can  only  give  im- 
pressions of  its  banefiil  operations  in  the  interior,  and 
&om  consideration  of  the  broad  principle  of  the  ease. 
Some  of  our  readra^  may  think  this  beyond  our  province, 
and  others  that  it  is  superfluous,  inasmuch  as  any  per- 
son may  draw  his  conclusions  from  the  latter  source  as 
we  have.  It  may,  however,  be  of  some  advantage  to 
the  public  to  have  the  facts  stated  in  a  simple  form, 
and,  at  all  events,  it  will  be  important  as  preparatory 
to  the  suggestions  we  propose  to  make. 

We  shonid  much  exceed  our  limits,  by  drawing 
largely  on  l^e  evidence  now  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, but  we  have  extracted  some  of  the  most  "  glaaing 
mstancea,"  Irom  the  testimony  of  the  best  informed*, 
which  we  tmst  will  be  found  to  confirm  Lord  John 


*  In  the  year  1787,  the  nombet  of  skres  exported  from  Atrica  to  tin 
Westam  World,  -nsa  100,000.  In  the  yeax  1839,  it  tna  abont  the 
wme,  or  even  Tery  mach  more,  &a  Sir  F,  Buxton  eatiiiuited  it  at 
lfiO,000.  It  Ml  off  to  32,600  between  1840  and  184«;  but  in  1846 
it  had  readied  64,000,  thus  proving  that  the  difference  b  a  fluctation. 
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Rusaell's  assertion,  that  "  to  repress  the  foreign  Slave 
Trade  by  a  marine  guard,  Tould  scarcely  be  posaible  if 
the  vhole  British  NaTy  could  be  employed  for  that 
purpose  * :"  aod  also  that  of  the  late  Sir  T.  F.  Bux- 
ton, that  "aggravated  suffering  reaches  tonltiplied 
niimbersf."  Agtun,  the  conclusire  foct  that,  "unless 
the  Qoremment  of  the  slare-dealing  states,  vill  gire 
their  cordial  ud  in  the  sappression,  the  simply 
of    alaTes    will    be    according    to    the    demand  J ;" 


irrwpeetive  of  the  rigilanee  of  the  preventive  force.  In  Hd,  the  grett 
blling  off  wu  the  consequence  of  the  market  having  been  glutted  in 
sntJcipAtion  of  the  tncreamd  ezertiona  meditftted  for  the  mppreaaion; 
while  the  renewed  octiTtty  of  18M  was  caused  b;  the  alteration  of 
drcunutances  which  caused  a  grettter  demand.  Further,  the  yearly 
average  fhim  1807  to  1846,  baa  been  77,000  and  when  the  immense 
difference  iu  the  extent  of  the  countries  requiring  the  importalion  oi 
slaves  at  theN  two  periods  is  conudered,  wo  cannot  bat  come  to  tli« 
conclusoa  that  the  trade  is  very  much  greater  at  the  prcqent  Ume; 
and  therefore  that  the  abandonment  by  England  of  her  paramount 
share  has  not  diminished  the  traffic;  for  the  Brails,  which  at  that 
time  imported  2S,000,  now  reqniree  the  gtwter  proportion  of  that 
whole  number. 

The  average  tonnage  of  veesels  employed  in  the  trade  is  about 
170  to  200  tons;  and  they  are  mostly  inferior  built  American  voapeLi; 
three  montiu  is  the  time  computed  for  the  paas^  to  the  West  African 
coast  and  the  return  to  Braiils.  But  by  Lord  Howden's  letter  to  Vis- 
count Palmerston,  datedBJode  Janeiro,  9th  February,  1348,  and  given 
in  Hr.  Bandinel'a  evidence  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons 18th  April,  1848,  one  vessel  had  made  five  succeasfol  voyages 
within  the  year  1847.    Any  person  at  all  acquainted  with  the  slave 


■  Lttter  to  tht  LordM  of  the  Tita$ury,  December  26, 1B30. 
t  Buxton,  on  the  Staet  Trade,  p.  268. 

i  Mr.  Bandinel's  Endtitu  (Parliamentary  Report)  on  the  Sloea 
Trade,  p.  267. 
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-which,  as  it  is'  for  the  specific  purpose  of  labour, 
Tiil  be  regulated  by  certain  considerationB.  But  to 
meet  this,  the  purveyors  urill  provide  an  unlimited 


trade  will  aee  that  the  undermentioned  price  of   s  TCflMl  it  maeb 
aboT0  the  BTengo  ralne,  tfana : — 

Iteme  X.     «.  d, 

1.  Cortof»ve«wll70toZOOton(-700/.tol,00«.,«»y    1,000    0    0 

5.  10  to  20  men  &t  100  Spanieh  dollftn  each  per 

trip,  ny 416  13    4 

3.  Vtetnalliiig  20  men  for  90  daya,  ny  .  .      100    0    0 

4.  Fey  of  c^tain  400  Spaniah  dollara  .        83    6    8 

6.  Coat  of  4M  Blaree,  each  at  from  21.  lOi.  to  4^ 

ny  3^  eaoh 1,3(0    0    0 

a  Feeding  450  elaTca  on  panage  Sfi  to  90  days  112  10    0 

?.  Irtixnriea  fbi  the  capt^  bo-  .        fiO    0    0 

&  KSIuent  oontingenciea  .      ISO    0    0 

Total 

£3,262  10    0 


Suppoeing  out  of  the  450  skree  thna  purchaaed,  only  850  naeh 
their  destination,  and  eell  at  the  common  market  price  of  50JL,  yon 
have  the  mm  of  17,500/. ;  then  deduct  the  nhole  outlay  of  the 
voyage,  2,262/.  10(,  the  Teeael  (l.OOOJ.)  being  still  forthcoming,  there 
lemaina  a  clear  profit  of  16,2371^  IQr. 

According  to  the  manner  in  wHch  the  elaTe-tnde  is  con- 
dncted  at  pteaent,  the  articles  for  the  purchase  of  the  alares  an 
generally  sent  ecroae  to  the  depdts  on  the  Afiican  coast  in  neutral 
bottcons.  If  the  veseel  is  captured,  the  captun  and  crew  lose  th«r 
wages,  (which  are  only  paid  on  the  completion  of  the  royage)  but  as 
an  inducement  to  take  greater  interest  in  the  adventure,  the  obtain 
is  generelly  allowed  to  bring  a  few  slaves,  and  sometimes  the  crew 
one  each,  whose  pasnge  they  pay  for  at  the  rate  of  8/.  to  VU.  Thus  a 
vessel  captured  with  the  slaves  or  elave-eatgo  on  board  involves  a 
loai  of  items  ],  3,  fi,  6,  7,  E^  items  2  and  4  being  saved;  which 
makes  the  actual  loss  Z762£  lOi.  So  that  one  sneoessfnl  voyage, 
landing  350  slaves,  and  reaUxing  15,287/.  10*.,  would  cover  the  loss 
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onmber,  in  order  that  there  may  bo  mough  to  spare 
for  death  ou  the  long  and  ireary  way  to  the  coast, 
mough  to  die  while  waiting  for  shipment,  or  in  the 


of  fi^  T««els  with  4fiO  dftvca  or  alare-caiito  (1,360/1)  fbi  that  nnmlMir 
In  each ;  and  no  leaa  than  12^  emptj  Teaseb,  it«nu  2,  4,  S,  being 
mred. 

Let  us  take  tin  case  mentioned  by  Loid  Howden  In  hit 
Lord^p'a  letter  to  Viaoonnt  Falmeraton,  dated  Rio  Janeiro,  Hh 
Febnuiy,  184S ;  in  which  he  txja :  "  It  ia  a  well  known  &ct  that  a 
Teeeel  belonging  to  thia  port,  made  fire  Toymea  to  the  coatt  during 
the  laat  year,  and  landed  In  Hifety,  all  her  oaigoee ;  at  a  moderate 
computation,  thla  single  ahlp  moat  hare  brought  Irom  2,000  to 
3,000." 

Now  we  will  anppoae  2,500  were  landed,  each  of  them  rained  at 
the  averts  price  SfiL,  realise  125,000/.,  eqniralent  to  loea  of  40^ 
Teaeela  full  of  slaves  or  ebve-caisio;  and  eqalfalent  to  loaa  of  80^ 
empty  Teaeela ;  items  1,  3,  6,  7,  B  only,  bdng  lost. 

We  most  alao  refer  to  the  caae  giTen  by  Viaconnt  Falmeraton  before 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Slave  Trade,  21  March,  1&48,  wherehi 
his  Lordship  saye^  "I  hare  before  me  a  commwnloatiwt  made  by  ^ 
Charles  Hotiiam  to  the  Admiralty,  dated  the  7th  April,  1M7,  hi 
which  he  states,  'On  ronnding  Cape  Lopes,  the  character  of  the 
slave  trade  chaagee,  and  the  epecnlation  on  the  part  of  the  Bradlian 
is  founded  on  the  principle  of  employing  veaaela  of  little  ralue,  to  be 
crowded  to  exceee  with  slaTes.  It  la  sud  that  one  uriTsl  in  four, 
pays  the  adTentnre,  here  it  is,  therefon^  that  the  traffic  aesnmes  ita 
moet  hoirid  form ;  at  thia  moment  the  '  Penelope*  (that  waa  the 
veeeel  on  board  which  he  waa,)  haa  in  tow  a  alaver,  of  certunly  not 
more  than  60  tone,  in  which  312  human  beings  were  etowed  ;  the 
exoeae  of  imagination  cannot  depict  a  scene  more  revolting.' " 

Now  we  do  not  hetdlate  to  say  that  the  total  cost  of  such  a  vessel, 
and  her  equipments,  wages  of  captain  and  ctew,  provisions  fbr  them 
and  the  slaves,  would  not  exceed  the  sum  of  1,050/.,  at  very  outride, 
and  take  the  312  slaves  at  rather  more  than 
SL  each,  that  makes  another I,O00 

Total  outlay  £2,050. 


^d  by  Google 


410  THB  SLATE  QUBSTIOH. 

hoihble  middle  passage,  or  in  the  repetition  of  it 
afler  haTing  been  taken  bj  our  cruisers — enough  to 
be  thrown  overboard  to  avoid  capture, — or  to  die  of 
drowning  when  wrecked, — so  that  there  may  be  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  surrirors,  through  the  unparalleled 
Buflerings  of  a  transatlantic  passage,  to  supply  the  ori- 
ginal demand  for  labour,  in  the  plantations  which  furnish 
our  Inzuries.    No  account  is  here  taken  of  the  BOiplus 


Now,  if  eren  one-third  dia,  or  luarlf  bo,  leaving  212  dares  to 
be  landed  and  fit  for  market  at  SOI.  each,  yon  bav«  tbe  earn  of  10,6001, 
or  equtTalent  t«  the  lo«a  of  6  and  a  fraction  of  ench  foil  glaren ;  the 
items  2  and  4,  ie.,  wages  of  captain  and  crew,  bdng  nred  to  die 
owner  (as  before  stated)  in  esse  of  capture,  or  equivalent  to  tlie  losa 
of  14  empty  vessels,  items  2  and  4,  i.t^  the  wages  of  csptun  and 
craw,  being  saved  to  the  elave-owoer. 

lDthe''Tinies"iiewsp^)er,  dated  Hay,  1848,  there  appean  a  state- 
ment (generally  believed  to  be  correct,)  "that  fi,000  slaves  wen 
landed  at  Bahia  in  two  months,  from  13  veauls,  (avenge  331  each 
ship,)  and  7,000  at  other  places,  viz^  Campos,  Rio  Grande,  and  Ria 
Janeiro,  total  12,000 ;"  now  each  of  these  slaves,  at  the  average  prk« 
50/.,  would  realize  no  less  a  Bum  than  600,0001.,  or  equivalent  to  tho 
loss  of  2171  vessels  full  of  slaves  or  slave-cargoes  for  4A0  slaves,  am 
as  fitted  up  in  scale  (1),  items  2  and  4,  being  saved,  or  equiva- 
lent to  the  loss  of  424/g  empty  vessels  fitted  and  equipped,  as  in 
scale  (I),  without  slaves  or  slave-cargo,  items  number  2  and  4,  bdng 
saved.  By  applying  this  method  of  calculation  to  the  6(^000  slaves, 
stated  in  Lord  Howden's  letter  to  Viscount  Falmerston,  dated  "BXo 
Janeiro,  Olh  February,  1848,  to  have  been  landed  in  tbe  BtazHs 
during  the  year  1847,  we  find  that  the  |>rofits  on  them  are  equiva- 
lent to  the  loss  of  2,124  empty  vessels  fitted  ssbsfore  shown,  and  1,084 
with  full  cargoes  of  3fiO  slaves  each.  Or  the  profits  of  one  year  sra 
equal  to  the  purchase  money  of  one  million  of  slaves!  Can  it  be 
supposed  that  any  force  will  arrest  the  progress  of  a  torrent  of  sach 
feariiil  magnitude  ?— See  Dr.  Thomson's  EMnux  h^om  lie  Cam- 
mtHsc  of  t/u  Hmm  of  Gommoiu,  and  olieri. 
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which  cannot  be  exported ;  humanity  sbndders  at  it, 
but  such  account  will  be  exacted  by  an  ^-seeing  God. 
The  excess  must  be  chained  to  our  attempt  to  sup- 
press the  trade  by  the  strong  hand,  and  proTes  it  to  be 
an  enormous  follacy  and  an  aggravation  of  t^e  evil. 

The  adrocates  for  the  continuance  of  the  present 
system  of  marine  police,  persuade  themselTes  that  it  is 
effectual;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  they  are  daoled 
by  partial  succeasea,  vhich,  as  compared  with  the 
result  of  a  number  of  years,  will  be  found  to  be  only 
fluctuations. — The  increased  efforts  are  defeated  by 
increased  artifices. — Like  an  attempt  to  stop  the 
torrent  from  a  mountain,  we  go  on,  hoping  that  the 
barrier  may  be  raised  sufficiently  high,  but  it  is  over^ 
leaped  by  every  accession  of  6ood.  We  are  blinded 
to  the  truth  by  a  conviction  of  the  parity  of  our  in- 
tentions, and  the  hopes  of  ultimate  success.  Our  un- 
compromising philanthropy  will  not  let  us  see  that  we 
are  doing  "evil,  that  good  may  result."  But  how 
great  the  evil  I  and  how  problematical  the  result  I  Let 
us  imagine  an  allegorical  picture  of  the  subject  Two 
of  the  actors  are  demons ;  a  third  would  he  thought  to 
counteract  their  diabolical  machinations,  but  he  con- 
spires unwittingly  to  the  same  end.  They  are  the 
Purveyor,  the  Dealer,  and  the  Suppressor.  The  two 
last  preside  each  over  a  gulph  of  torture, — they  rival 
t}ne  another  in  stimulating  the  first  to  provide  victims; 
— their  only  contention,  which  shall  obtain  out  of 
the  increasing  supply  the  greatest  number  for  his  par- 
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ticnlar  Tortex ;  and  the  onlj  dif^nce  between  the 
Tortices,  is  in  the  one,  a  certain  prospect  of  a  life  of 
toil,  vith  an  accompanying  portion  of  comfort^  vhich 
is  not  fallacioas  because  interested ; — ^in  the  other,  a 
dim,  indefinable, — and  to  the  victims  vho  are  hnrried 
into  it, — an  inappredable  vista  of  freedom  and  happi- 
ness. Thej  hare  no  choice ;  bat  if  they  had,  thej 
conld  see  no  difference  in  the  probationary  sofierings. 
Such  anomalies  should  no  longer  exist :  they  recoil  on 
onrselres. 

After  the  sacrifices  made  by  Bngland,  for  the  pnrpose 
of  repairing  the  injuries  inflicted,  she  has  at  least  a  right 
to  claim  the  meed  of  edncerity  in  her  repentance.  She 
may  also  try  to  avaken  other  nations  to  a  sense  of  their 
guilt;  but  remorse  at  the  recollection  of  her  own 
crimes  should  goard  her  against  the  assumption  of  in- 
fallibility :  and  if  in  onr  strenuous  efforts  to  attain  a 
blessed  md.  we  find  the  road  leads  wider  and  wider 
from  it,  let  US  have  the  magnanimity  to  retrace  oar 
steps  to  find  a  safer  though  a  more  circuitous  path. 
If  we  look  back  on  that  already  trodden,  we  shall 
find  it  too  surely  indicated  by  the  blood  of  millions, 
shed  in  great  part  by  our  efforts,  suddenly  and  vio- 
lently to  cure  a  gangrene  which  has  been  festering  fiir 
ages. 

During  four  hundred  years  the  knowledge  has  been 
spreading  in  Africa,  that  the  white  man  required  her 
sons  to  spend  their  lives  in  hopeless  and  excessive  toQ 
to  minister  to  his  wants ;  and  he  simctioned  the  em- 
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ployment  of  treachery,  rapine,  depopulating  Trars,  and  ■ 
the  sacrifice  of  erery  priaciple  of  joatice  and  hamanitj 
in  order  to  gain  his  end  The  white  man  comes  to  a 
tardy  conriction  of  his  injustice;  hut  the  system -vhich 
has  taken  centuries  to  build  up,  cannot  speedily  be 
destroyed;  and  in  the  meantime,  the  prerions  requi- 
sitions are  exciting  the  unhappy  race  to  ruinous 
fulfilment. 

It  is  only  half  a  century  since  England,  bo  proud 
of  her  exertions  in  this  cause,  was  more  deeply  im- 
plicated in  the  practice,  than  any  of  the  nations 
which  we  now  denounce  with  all  the  Tirulenoe  and 
want  of  charity,  customary  with  those  who  hare 
tardily  omie  to  a  knowledge  of  die  error  of  tiieir 
ways.  The  Slave  Trade  was  not  only  upheld  by 
public  opinion  in  England  till  1788,  but  was  encou- 
raged by  the  Legislature, — enforced  by  treaties, — and 
by  very  stringent  orders  from  the  home  authorities  to 
the  GoTemors  of  our  West  India  Islands;  who  at- 
tempted to  check  the  impcniation  of  slaTes, — not  from 
motivee  of  humanity,  but  from  fear  that  the  unre- 
Btricted  encouragement  given  to  the  "  carrying  trade" 
would  cause  the  colonies  to  be  oTer-supplied  with 
slaves. 

About  that  time,  however,  the  people  of  England 
b^an  to  be  awakened  by  the  philanthropy  of  a  CSark- 
son  and  a  Wilberforce,  to  a  sense  of  the  enormity  of 
their  guilt,  and  felt  a  desire  to  atone  for  the  deep 
injuries  inSicted  on  the  African  race  by  tiie  chief 
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participation  which  this  countrj  had  in  the  iniqui- 
tous baffic.  The  result  vaa,  first,  the  modification 
of  that  trade, — then  its  total  abolition, — finallj  the 
emancipation  of  slares  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain ; 
with  an  endearour  to  induce  other  nations  to  enter 
at  once  into  the  riews  which  we  had  taken  many  jeara 
to  mature.  Great  exertions  bj  succesaive  Goremments, 
and  pecimiarj  sacrifices  bj  the  people  of  these  reahns 
hare  been  made  to  attain  this  end ;  but  neither 
treaticB,  agreed  to  in  some  instances  through  fear,  nor 
the  vigilance  of  our  numerous  cruisers,  commanded  by 
officers  of  humanity,  as  well  as  talent  and  experience 
aided  by  those  of  France  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  hare  been  able  to  put  a  stop  to  this  inhuman 
trade.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  proved  that  although  it 
may  hare  been  checked  in  some  points,  it  breaks  out 
in  others,  the  moment  the  supposed  suppression  has 
withdrawn  rigilance  to  other  quarters.  While,  at  the 
sune  time,  the  risk  of  capture  and  loss  has  only  ren- 
dered the  mode  of  packing!  in  small,  fast-sailing  ressels, 
and  the  treatment  of  the  poor  wretches  on  the  middle 
passage,  more  dreadful  and  more  destmctire  of  life. 

Bnt  England  acquired  this  conTiction  gradually : — 
in  1788  the  first  check  was  put  to  the  Slave  Trade,  by 
the  Bill  of  Sir  William  Dolben,  which  enacted  mea- 
sures for  tiie  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  tIc- 
tima  during  their  long  voyage, — limiting  the  number 
of  slaves  to  the  tonnage,  with  the  humane  object 
of  securing  at  all  events  a  sufficient  space,  instead  of 
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the  crowding  preriouflty  resorted  to.  A  straggle  of 
twenty  years  accomplished  for  England  the  honour 
of  the  abolition  of  the  trade ;  in  twenty  yeara  more, 
we  acceded  to  the  principle  of  emancipation,  which 
even  required  other  ten  years  to  be  carried  into  effect. 
Thus  England  took  fifty  years  to  meditate  and  resolre 
on  an  act  of  justice  to  Africa ;  yet  we  expect  other 
nations — impUcated  like  ombres — ^to  jump  at  once 
to  the  conclusions  we  had  formed,  after  such 
fierce  and  long  struggles  between  obdurate  selfish- 
ness and  humanity.  We  urge  upon  those  nations 
with  all  the  force  of  diplomacy,  backed  by  the  know- 
ledge of  our  superior  power,  at  once  to  sacrifice 
what  they  belieTC  to  be  their  own  interests, — 
to  co-operate  with  us.  Bat  they  are  in  the  position 
which  England  held  in  that  respect  before  1788, 
when  the  majority  here  believed,  as  they  do  now 
in  the  slave-dealing  countries,  that  our  mercantile 
prosperity  was  inseparably  bound  up  in  the  Stare 
Trade.  If  the  roice  of  humanity  required  so  many 
years  to  make  itself  heard  in  England,  it  is  injostice 
to  ovraehea  to  suppose,  that  other  nations  will  listen 
to  it  immediately  it  is  propoonded  to  them ;  and  in- 
justice to  them  to  assume  that  they  will  require  longer 
consideration,  if  left  to  their  unconstrained  judgment; 
for  hitherto  our  arguments  have  been  bom  the  strong 
to  \ha  weak ;  and  a  nation  "  convinced  against  its  will," 
is  in  the  same  position  as  an  indlTidnal ; — meanwhile 
we  draw  on  ourselTeB  all  the  odiam  of  the  oTcrbear- 
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iDg,  to  the  real  prejudice  of  fiiendly  intercourse,  mutual 
interests,  and  of  the  question  at  iasue. 

In  the  present  CLrcumetances  of  the  case,  there  are 
three  discordant  and  antagonistic  principles.  A 
powerful  nation — recently  repentant — ^is  determined 
at  any  sacrifice,  violently  to  root  oat  in  others  tibie 
goilt  of  the  Slare  Trade,  and — signally  faila.  Certain 
weaker  nations  have  promised,  through  fear,  and 
against  their  present  convictions,  to  co-operate,  but 
are  secretly  resolved  to  coatdnue  the  practice  at  ali 
costs,  and — do  it  saccessfally.  Moreover,  the  strong 
nation  having  relinquished  the  compulsory  ministra- 
tion to  its  -wants,  will  still  have  them  supplied  j  and 
with  the  manifest  sacrifice  of  consistency — her  selfish 
ends  are  gained. 

Since  all  these  anomalous  points  cannot  be  re- 
conciled, let  us  boldly  confront  the  wrong  and  reject  it; 
while  we  honestly  seek  a  better  course.  Every  moment 
that  we  hesitate  prolongs  the  sufferings  of  thou- 
sands; if  therefore  it  is  proved  we  do  infinitely  worae 
than  nothing  in  endeavouring  by  force  to  stop  the 
evil,  the  safest  alternative  seems  to  be,  that  we  should 
turn  all  our  attention  towards  softening  the  horrors 
which  have  been  increased  by  our  ineffectual  thon^ 
well-intended  efforts.  For  this  purpose  we  wonld 
humbly  suggest,  that  other  natiom  be  exhorted  to 
tread  in  ota-  early  path  of  amendment,  m  the  hope 
that  it  may  lead  them  to  similar  resolt.  Thai  trea- 
ties be  made  with  those  nations  based  on  the  Bill  €f 
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1788,  with  clauses  providing  for  the  gradual  exHnetion 
of  the  slave  trade,  the  introduction  offr^  labour,  and 
the  progressive  emancipation  of  tAdr  negroes. 

We  maj  bare  reason  to  hope  that  the  firat  operation 
of  such  a  treaty  vould  be,  to  take  the  traffic  out  of  l^e 
hands  of  the  lawless  wretches,  who  now  practise  it  with 
the  maddening  spirit  of  the  gamester,  and  to  transfer  it 
to  persons  more  likely  to  allow  their  interests  to  be 
tempered  bj  hamanity.  The  lukewarm,  whose  self- 
love,  or  love  of  country,  has  been  arrayed  against  the 
caose  by  our  dogmatism,  will  gradually  sympathise  with 
our  better  feeUng,  and  the  high-minded  will  gain  con- 
.verts.  The  breathing-time  and  cessation  of  the  powerM 
and  all-pervading  excitement  produced  by  opposition, 
will  enable  the  selfish  to  see  the  advantage  of  prolong- 
ing life  by  relaxing  toil,  over  the  present  cruel  system 
of  working  their  slaves  to  death.  Eventually  they 
may  come  to  the  understanding  that  free  labour  will 
be  the  moat  productive. 

Having  obtained  such  a  treaty,  and  measures  having 
been  adopted  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  it,  Elngland 
idionld  irankly  confess  her  error  by  withdrawing  the 
Afirican  Bqnadron*,  as  soon  as  the  existing  treaties  will 
permit. 

*  Then  an  some  reamtu  for  sappodog  tlutt  tli«  aquftdron  for  the 
•D{»pre«aion  of  the  Sl&ve  Tntde  might  be  made  more  effeetoal  bj 
tmuferring  the  blockade  from  the  coast  of  Afritt  to  that  of  Braiil, 
aod  Cuba.  Bat  would  this  do  more  thaa  tr^  to  obtun  relief  by 
tdming  the  victim  on  hu  bed  of  tortnn? 

VOL.    IL  2  B 
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But  although  there  is  a  growing  conriction  that  Eng- 
land is  eDJojing  a  dearly  bought  indulgence  in  her  Phi- 
laathropy, — and  such  a  diange  of  measoiea  begins  to  be 
loudlj  called  for  bj  many,  let  us  not,  after  such  larish 
expenditure  in  trjing  an  experiment,  suffer  it  to  appear 
that  ve  abandon  it  from  motiTes  of  parsimony.  Of 
the  many  hundred  thousands  of  pounds  sterling  vhidi 
would  be  saved*,  a  portion  might  well  be  deroted 


*  Batnm  of  exptDBM  batireen  December,  1838  and  Deoember, 
ie44^rix  rears)  :— 

Total  cost  of  squaaron,  1839  80,393  0  0 

„  1840  101,176  0  0 

„  1841  73,9(4  0  0 

„  1842  94,026  0  0 

„  1843  88,239  0  0 

„  1844  217,027  0  0 


Six  jem  666,314  0    0 

ATvnge  annual  espenditare  .      £109,219  0    0 

Total  mm   in    that    time  for  Hizea 

ConuniBaion  Coarta  .         .        102,899  1  10 

Illegal  dfitarea  ....  1,046  2    9 


Six  yean  103,944    4    4 


Annual  arerage  for  nz  yeats  of  these 
two  last  items £17,324    0    8j 


Thus  making  altogetlier  (without  taking  into  oalcuUtion  tha  tonnage 
bounty,  bounty  on  slaves,  Sec),  an  annnal  ooat  of  126,M3J.  Of.  ^^ 
while  by  return  called  for  by  the  Houw  of  Common^  Navember  26th, 
1847,  the  expense  of  the  squadron  alone  for  one  year,  without  Mixed 
Commission  Coort^  prise  bounty,  &C.,  is  no  Ism  Uuut  30I,8S3J1 
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to  some  more  feasible  way  of  attaining  the  desired 
end.  No  method  can  be  more  free  from  the  charge  of 
Quixotiem  than  that  of  "cidling  forth  the  resonrces  of 
the  country."  But  this  must  be  done  on  broad  and 
rational  principles.  The  Philanthropist  may  in  his 
closet,  sketch  out  brilliant  schemes  for  the  improvement 
of  Africa,  and  expect  her  sons  to  tread  the  paths  he 
has  traced  for  them.  He  vill  be  disappointed,  if  their 
progress  keep  not  pace  vith  his  sanguine  anticipations. 
As,  however,  the  lofty  soarings  of  philosophy  are  far 
above  the  narrow  conceptions  of  the  untutored  mind, 
so  is  civilized  man  but  ill  calculated  to  enter  into  the 
feelings,  and  except  by  the  most  patient  care  to 
extend  the  views  of  him,  on  whom  the  li^t  of  reason 
has  not  yet  dawned.  The  principal  difficulty  will 
always  be  that  the  enlarged  and  cultivated  understand- 
ing cannot  be  satisfied  with  the  first  vacillating 
advances  of  a  mind  in  its  in&ncy. 

The  man  of  cold  dim^  legislates  for  him  of  a  torrid 
tone,  without  knowing  his  requirements,  and  the  first 
thing  done  is  to  unhinge  the  social  system,  to  recon- 
struct it  on  his  own  incompatible  ideas.  It  is  not, 
however,  by  the  introduction  of  our  uncongenial  habits 
and  customs,  nor  by  parUaBy  encouraging  commerce 
nor  by  the  establishment  of  a  few  schools,  nor  by  the 
nominal  conversion  to  Ohristianity  of  all  the  Africans 
whom  we  have  been  able  to  rescue  from  slavery,  that 
this  can  be  effected,  but  hy  caUing  forth  their  mental 
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We  vill  Dot  moot  the  question  of  the  capabilities 
of  the  African  race;  but  this  mach  is  clear  and 
incontroTertible,  that  the  Great  Arbiter  of  the  des~ 
tioies  of  man  having  placed  the  whitea  and  the 
negroes  in  opposite  regioB,  has  given  to  each,  feelings, 
desires,  and  enei;gieB,  as  diverse  as  their  climates. 
We  are  compelled  to  eiertion,  to  protect  ourselves 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons, — to  force  abundance 
from  the  reluctant  soil.  Success  in  supplying  real  wants 
creates  and  stimulates  the  gratification  of  others  of 
artificial  growth.  The  powers  which  are  given  to  us 
for  this  end  remain  and  impel  us  irresistiblj  onwards. 
Tlie  essence  of  being  in  cold  latitudes  is  necessarily 
action — a  horror  of  inertion.  The  watchword  is  "  on- 
wards." With  the  negro,  on  the  contrary,  his  dimate 
sapmnducee  a  repugnance  to  eiertion ;  he  places  his 
whole  happiness  in  the  idea  of  repose : — IHs  necessities 
are  few,  and  nature  hardly  requires  solicitation  to 
supply  them,  but  heaps  her  treasures  around  in  abun- 
dance, like  trees  in  the  Mahomedan  Paradise,  that 
require  not  the  trouble  of  stretching  forth  the  hand  to 
pluck  frnit  from  the  bending  branches.  The  reward 
of  labour  in  a  very  small  portion  of  the  year,  is  enjoy- 
ment of  repose  for  the  remainder.  The  only  volun- 
tary display  of  energy  is  that  which  compels  the  humble 
to  serve  the  proud,  and  has  given  rise  to  the  ancient 
and  universal  system  of  domestic  slavery.  The  n^ro 
may  therefore  be  characterised  as  having  means  of 
gratification  exceeding  his  wants,  and  the  white  man 
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u  h&Ting  vants  exceeding  such  means  of  gratification 
as  are  supplied  to  him  by  nature.  The  stru^le  and 
grand  object,  whether  directed  bj  humamt;  or  not, 
haa  been  to  induce  the  former  to  famish  the  latter 
with  his  superabandance. 

Hitherto  this  haa  been  done  bj  the  most  unjustifiable 
means.  The  white  man,  in  the  pride  of  superior  mental 
and  phjsical  endowments,  haa  dr^ged  the  unresisting 
negro  &om  his  loved  repose,  and  compelled  him  to 
minister  to  his  inordinate  demands,  regardless  of  the 
expense  of  blood  and  soffering  which  it  entailed. 
He  is  now  awakened  to  a  sense  of  his  injustice,  but  his 
craYing  still  remains;  his  talisman  is  still  "Onwarda," 
He  thinks  by  persuasion  to  obtain  the  same  advan- 
tages,  and  bases  his  hopes  on  being  able  to  excite  in 
his  weaker  brother  the  artificial  desires  which  are  the 
powerfal  stimuli  to  his  own  exertions. 

Although  the  whites  may  guide,  protect,  and  in- 
atruct  their  dark  congeners  in  their  mental  minority, 
there  must  be  a  time  when  they  should  be  sufiered  to 
"  run  alone."  That  time  seems  to  be  pointed  out  by 
the  physical  obstacles  which  prevent  our  entering  their 
land,  to  hold  them  there  in  leading  strings;  and  by  the 
palpable  failure  of  all  our  well-meant  exertions  for  the 
suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  which  holds  that  land 
in  darkness. 

It  becomes  imperative,  therefore,  that  we  try  some 
other  means;  and  what  can  be  supposed  to  be  more 
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likely  to  succeed  than  that  of  ealiating  oatire  ener^es 
in  their  own  caasel  If  a  race  cannot  be  entrusted 
vith  its  DTD  regeneration,  it  is  hopel^u  for  one 
foreign  in  sjnipathies  to  attempt  it. 

If  ve  commit  the  vork  to  men  of  the  same  tem- 
perament, and  vith  understandings  enlarged  by  cnl- 
tiration,  ve  shall  hare  an  intermediate  agmcy 
sympathising  vith  both  parties.  If  that  fule,  vbat 
hope  is  there  for  the  race*?  Bat  we  will  assnme^ 
as  their  warmest  adTocates  assert,  that  there  u« 
men  to  be  found  in  oar  colonies  capable  of  under- 
taking such  a  task.  We  come,  th«%£are,  to  the  means 
we  would  propose.  These  may  appear  bold,  but  we 
bdiere  them  to  be  easy  of  adoption.  They  are  the 
following  :~>-To  establish 

1.  A  colony  at  the  Confluence  of  l^e  Kiger  and 
the  Ohadda,  and  erentually  on  all  other  accessible 
rivers. 

2.  A  small  Native  Military  Force;  and 

3.  An  AMcan  Marine  one  limited  to  ensure  the 
peaceful  intercourse  of  the  nations  on  the  banks  of 
the  Niger  for  the  furtherance  of  legitimate  ccHnmero^ 


*  In  order  to  nay  rat  the  jwineiple  to  the  foUeet  eztut.  none  but 
Afrioans  of  pure  mce  should  b«  employed ;  but  as  it  u  doubtful  at 
present  vheiher  snch  can  be  found  suffidently  prepared  for  the  task, 
it  may  be  expedient  to  b^;in  the  experiment  with  the  mixed  race  or 
Hnlattoa,  who  tnbeiit  tbe  pr*itiga  of  the  white  nun. 
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and  the  enforcement  of  the  treaties  slreadj  entered 
into  for  the  aappresaien  of  the  SUve  Trade  in  the  rirer. 
A  principal  feature  in  this  plan,  is  the  proposition 
to  establish  an  African  Force,  the  officers  of  which 
should  be  natires,  holding  commissions,  with  local 
rank,  and  the  sons  of  natire  chieti  should  be  persuaded 
to  enter  onr  armj  and  naTj,  with  a  view  of  educating 
them  for  the  serrice.  This  woold  he  offering  an  in- 
ducement to  advance  iu  ciyilization,  wMch  they  never 
before  have  had;  and  such  a  boon  should  onlj  be 
limited  bj  their  capabilitj.  As  it  is  verj  clear  from 
all  the  attempts  that  have  been  made,  that  white  men 
cannot  serve  in  that  coimtrj  without  great  sacrifice*, 

■  Anniul  ntio  of  mortality  &om  diseeae  among  seamen  on  different 


South  America        7*7  p«r  1000  p«r  amiam  of  men  employed. 

Meditemnean         9'S  „ 

Home  (tation  O'B  „ 

East  Indiea  16-]  „ 

West  Indlee  18*1  „ 

Coast  of  Afiica      58-4  „ 

(Vide  Dr.  Bryson'E  Beport  m  tAt  CHmaU  and  Prindpal  Diteata  of 
the  African  Station,  page  178.)  Tbu  putting  to  one  aide  altogether 
the  kninm  injury  to  health,  and  ahortening  of  life,  which  Kculta  in 
nearly  every  case  fnwi  service  on  the  African  coast,  we  find  tiM  sto- 
tisUca)  return  of  mortality  on  that  station  to  be  more  than  seven 
times  as  great  aa  on  the  South  American  Coast,  six  times  aa  great  aa 
the  Mediterranean  or  home  station^  four  limes  as  great  as  the  East 
Indies  and  China,  and  three  times  as  gnat  as  that  of  the  sickly  West 

If  we  extend  this  to  the  Niger  Expeditions,  we  shall  find  the  first 
expedition,  under  Lander,  to  have  lost  808-S  per  annum ;  the  second 
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ve  ought  to  use  the  meaoB  which  are  adapted  to  the 
end. 

If  the  plan  here  proposed  be  good,  it  would  be 
verj  much  increased  in  efficdencj,  if  carried  out  to  an 
extensire  scale ;  that  is,  b;  pursuing  a  Bimilor  ajstem 
on  sereral  rirers  at  the  same  time.  For  instance,  if 
we  had  such  posts  on  the  Rirer  Volta,  the  Niger,  the 
Cross  or  Old  Calabar,  the  Miidiba  ma  Daalla  orCama- 
roons,  with  dep6ta  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers, — com- 
municatiOD  might  be  easily  established  between  them, 
— the  three  last  especially,  which  might  in  time  be 
extended  far  into  the  iuterior.  Other  rirers  might 
eventodly  be  so  occupied,  as  the  Gaboon. 

In  order  to  maintain  discipline  among  the  coloured 
officers,  &C.,  as  well  as  to  prevent  them  from  foiling 
back  into  the  barbarism  of  the  surrounding  nations, 
the  forces,  military  and  naral,  should  be  occasionally 
transferred  from  one  station  to  another,  communicating 
at  certain  seasons  with  some  established  authority,  or 
with  the  Home  Qoremment;  and  aA«r  a  certain 
period  of  serrice,  they  might  be  allowed  to  retire  to 
whichever  settlement  thej  should  choose. 

We  do  not  contemplate  the  establishment  of  a 
mere  model  form,  hat  the  foundation  of  a  colony; 
having  within  it  all  the  elements  of  native  sooietj, 


or  Govenunent  expedlUon  would  not  iiSer  mach  from  thia,  thetefbra 
the  danger  to  hnman  life  in  the  Niger  U  more  than  thirteen  timea 
M  great  a*  on  the  coatt,  and  about  a  hundred  timee  u  gnat  aa  on 
healthy  Btatknu. 
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acquainted  with  the  usages  and  advantages  of  Euro- 
pean civilization,  which  thej  might  modify  and  asei* 
mikte  to  good  customs  of  native  growth,  which  are 
not  wanting. 

Thna,  for  instance,  we  should  have  a  civil  governor, 
a  chaplain,  with  a  certain  number  of  catec^ts  and 
schoolmasters;  jurists,  who,  being  acquainted  with 
English  law,  should  confer  with  the  dignified  Lobo, 
chief  judge  of  Iddab,  and  others,  with  a  view  to  the 
improTement  of  their  laws,  rather  than  the  exclusive 
introduction  of  ours;  the  military'  and  naval  com- 
manders, medical  officers,  &c.,  some  merchants,  arti- 
ficers in  various  trades,  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
agricultural  and  other  labourers. 

A  societj  so  constituted,  of  men  of  colour,  who 
are  eligible  to  every  grade,  would  have  all  the  elenients 
to  command  respect  and  imitation. 

As  this  is  proposed  to  be  a  British  colony,  it 
should  be  under  the  strict  superintendence  of  the 
Colonial  Office,  in  order  to  prevent  the  dangerous 
anomahes  which  would  creep  in,  by  permitting  on  the 
one  hand  a  premature  independence ;  or,  on  the  other, 
the  chances  of  their  falling  back  into  the  barbarism 
of  the  surrounding  nations :  and  by  having  constantly 
to  report  their  proceedings  to  superior  authorities, 
the  officials  would  be  restrained  in  any  tendency  to 
tyranny,  and  encouraged  in  setting  the  example  of 
civilization.  To  this  end,  it  is  indispensable  that  the 
territory  and  colony  be  under  the  British  sovereignty. 
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This  has  been  so  ably  shown  in  the  letter  of  Dr.  Lusb- 
ington  and  Sir  T.  F.  Buxton  to  Lord  John  Russell,  7th 
August,  1816,  (see  Appendix,  toL  i.,)  that  it  is  ODtieces- 
sary  for  us  to  dwell  further  on  it,  except  on  a  pcant 
which  is  not  adverted  to  by  them,  but  in  whidi  we 
shall  be  suppOTted  bj  all  those  who  know  the  rirer  ; 
namely,  that  all  our  efforts  will  be  ouarailing,  unless 
we  have  the  power  to  aay,  "  there  shall  be  no  wars  on 
the  banks  of  the  Niger  within  reach  of  the  British 
flag."  To  attain  this  most  desirable  end,  we  can 
safely  assert,  that  the  mere  declaration  would  be 
sufficient,  if  the  existence  were  known  of  a  limited 
force  snch  as  we  propose. 

Our  purpose  is  not  the  acquisition  of  dominion,  there- 
fore the  small  territory  purchased  from  the  Att^  of 
Iddah  would  be  amply  sufficient,  and  would  afford 
space  enough  for  the  experiment  of  cultivation  by 
free  labour,  as  an  example  to  suironnding  nationi^ — 
prsedial  davery  being  completely  eradicated  from  sudi 
territory,  without  attempting  to  interfere  with  it  in 
our  neighbouTB.  For  the  defence  of  this  settlement* 
one  hundred  well-disciplined  men  from  our  African 
regiments,  together  with  a  certain  nunber  of  inhabi- 
tants— enrolled  as  militia — and  two  or  three  small 
lightly  armed  steamers,  would  not  only  be  a  sufficient 
force,  but  also  to  preserve  all  the  nations  within  reach, 
from  the  horrors  of  war,  and  thereby  be  a  great  means 
of  suppressing  the  SUve  Trade,  not  only  on  the  river, 
but  to  a  wide  extent  on  its  banks,  especially  if  aided 
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by  the  independent  chiefs,  who  would  gladly  enter 
into  defensire  alliances  with  as ; — ^with  the  exceptioa  of 
the  Fiiatahs,  who  might  eauly  be  kept  in  order,  as  far 
as  their  operations  on  the  river  are  concerned. 

"None,  however,  but  a  government  establishment 
can  pacify  the  river;  or,"  as  the  natives  say,  "dean 
the  road  of  the  Filati^"  Most  of  the  ills  of  the 
defenceless  P^an  negroes  are  to  be  ascribed  to  these 
restless  marauders ;  for  althoo^  to  her  disgrace  be  it 
spoken,  Airica  has  always  been  ready  to  sell  her  sons, 
yet  these  pests  of  society  are  tiie  actual  chief  supporters 
of  the  Slave  Trade,  in  its  present  aggravated  state. 
They  m^e  ezcorsions  every  season  into  distant  as 
well  as  neighbouring  nations,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
enslaving  the  unfortunate  inhabitants ;  and  the  mighty 
Qttorra  affords  a  ready  means  of  sending  them  to 
their  destiny,  the  realities  of  which,  sad  as  we  know 
them  to  be,  &11  very  far  short  of  the  vague  anticipa- 
tions of  the  poor  victims.  The  example  of  the  Fi- 
ktahs  is  followed  by  other  negro  princes,  and  even  by 
individuals,  so  that  the  from  one  end  to  Uie  other  <^ 
this  noble  stream  the  sodal  system  has  been  shaken 
to  its  very  centre,  and  kept  in  a  continual  state  of 
catalysis:  for  in  these  depopulating  wars,  the  voice  of 
fraternal  and  even  parental  afiection  is  less  heard  than 
that  of  the  fiendish  excitement  of  the  slave  dealer. 

The  natives  locked  upon  our  presence  in  the  river, 
even  during  tiie  first  mercantile  expedition,  as  the 
means  of  putting  a  stop  to  this  melancholy  state.     At 
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Eigga,  for  instance,  the  high  priest  called  a  meeting  of 
all  the  principal  inhabitants  on  the  subject^  at  vbich  it 
vaa  readily  agreed  to  furnish  us  with  men,  money,  and 
proTisions  to  any  extent, — ^in  vhich  all  the  towns  and 
villages  wonld  cheerfully  have  joined, — if  we  would  re- 
main and  protect  tiiem  from  the  Filatahf, — if  we  would 
undertake  to  '  clean  the  road.'  The  accomplishment  of 
which  would  be  as  easy  as  it  was  desirable.  We  pointed 
ont  the  impossibility,  in  the  then  exhausted  state  of 
our  resources,  for  us  to  comply  with  their  wishes,  but 
held  oat  hopes  that  at  no  distant  period  they  might 
be  attended  to ;  and,  although  they  hare  not  been  in 
a  formal  manner  laid  at  the  foot  of  the  British  tiirone^ 
by  ambassadors  irom  this  oppressed  people,  praying 
for  a  defensive  alliance,  the  appeal  is  not  the  less  forci- 
ble; and  it  comes  &om  a  people  who,  of  all  others  in 
Afirica,  would,  from  their  industrious  habits,  most 
amply  repay  the  protection  afforded  to  them. 

Oaptain  Trotter,  in  his  short  intercourse  with  the 
Chief  of  Egga,  found  him  so  completely  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Filatahs,  many  of  whom  were,  as  spios 
about  his  court,  that  he  dared  not  openly  to  discuss  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  though  at 
a  private  interview  he  ardently  expressed  his  wishes 
in  furtherance  of  our  object*.  He  doubted  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Filatahs,  as  tiiey  are  too  much  interested 
in  the  maintenance  of  disorder;  and  he  wonld  not 

*  Saf>  pag«  99,  vol.  )i. 
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send  a  message  to  the  King,  lest  he  ehotild  suspect 
him  of  intriguiDg  vith  the  white  men. 

Since  that  time  Mr.  Beecroft  has  made  another  visit 
to  Rabbah,  and  found  it  in  ruins.  The  coalition  which 
Dr.  McWilliam*  heard  was  meditated  had  been  suc- 
cessfollj  planned  and  executed.  The  branch  of  the 
Filatah  bandits  which  had  their  stronghold  at  Kabbah 
has  been  humbled.  But  the  snake  was  only  "scotched," 
and  probably  ere  this  they  hare,  with  the  assistance 
of  their  lawless  compatriots  at  Sakatilh,  taken  fearful 
vengeance  on  the  less  warlike  N\ifi  people,  their 
depopulating  "razriaa"  may  be  carried  on  to  a  greater 
extent  than  ever,  and  they  may  even  hare  marched  to 
conquest  of  Iddah,  as  they  hare  long  threatened. 

The  plan  for  a  colony  which  we  hare  sketched 
may  perhaps  give  alarm  to  some  of  our  economists; 
but  if  it  should  be  decided,— what  appears  to  ns  to  be 
absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  stay  the  coarse  of  the 
gigantic  eril — to  withdraw  the  squadron  from  the 
Ooast  of  Africa,  an  immense  saving  will  be  made 
annually ;  and  if  only  a  very  small  portion  of  this  be 
devoted  to  the  payment  of  salaries  of  the  officials,  there 
will  be  an  amount  of  capital  never  before  circulated  in 
that  part  of  Africa;  moreover  if  to  this  we  add  the 
expenses  of  works  to  be  undertaken  by  Government, — 
such  as  the  erection  of  a  fort,  church,  school-house, 
govemment^house,  barracks,  hospital,  and  a  bazaar,— 

*  See  page  107,  vol.  ii. 
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an  immense  but  natnr^  stimolua  voald  be  given  to 
internal  legitimate  commerce.  As  the  onlj  medium  at 
present  known  in  Africa  is  by  cowries  or  barter,  it 
vould  be  adTantageouB  and  economical  to  adopt  this 
method  at  first  in  payment,  and  salt  voold  be  found, 
perhaps,  the  simplest  and  most  profitable  article. 

Uofortunatelj  ve  hare  always  met  tiie  African 
with  our  own  preconceived  notions,  and  in  requiring 
his  adoption  of  them,  we  hare  remained  in  utter  igno- 
rance of  what  he  may  hare  of  good,  inherent  in  hia 
own  inatitations.  It  is  but  fair  to  imagine  that  they 
may  be  snited  to  him,  as  he  is  to  the  oondition  in 
which  it  has  pleased  G-od  to  place  him. 

The  several  expeditions  into  the  interior  of  Africa 
have  proved  that  the  people  there,  are  far  from  being 
devoid  of  civilization.  That  they  have,  in  fact,  insti- 
tntions  and  tendencies  Thich,  if  fiilly  developed,  would 
ud  much  in  healing  the  wounds  which  have  been 
inflicted  by  the  perversion  of  them.  They  have 
justice,  which  lends  its  hallowed  nune  to  the  worst  of 
purposes ; — and  they  have  conmierce,  which  is  absorbed 
by  the  most  ruinous  of  all  speculations, — the  sale  of 
their  fellows. 

In  endeavouring  "  to  call  forth  the  resources  of  the 
comitry,"  we  should  therefore  ascertain  what  materiale 
we  have  to  work  upon,  which  are  not  inC(Kisiderable  if 
rightly  developed.  First,  a  way  bos  been  opened  to 
the  heart  of  the  continent,  whereby  there  is  easy  Com- 
munication with  a  great  variety  of  nations  hitherto 
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knovn  hardly  by  name,  and  among  the  tendencies  of 
the  people  there  is  an  established  idea  of  justice,  and 
the  esaentid  character  of  all  is  decidedly  comma^aL 
"  Kings,  priests,  varriors,  dovn  to  the  meanest  stares, 
all  are  traders  in  AMca,  and  altfaoo^  this  mling  pro- 
pensity has  been  perverted  to  the  vorst  of  purposes, 
it  may  be  tamed  to  the  best  lirery  important  con- 
seqaence,  therefore,  that  ve  can  hope  to  attain,  vhether 
it  be  the  encouragement  of  industry,  the  extension  of 
usefhl  arts,  or  the  propagation  of  true  religion,  most 
attend  our  endeaTOurs  in  proportion  as  we  strike 
powerfiilly,  bnt  frith  judgment,  on  that  diord  vhich 
already  ribrates  in  the  vbole  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land*. 

While  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  asserted  that  man 
in  a  state  of  bondage  Till  never  arrive  at  the  dignity 
for  vrMch  he  was  intended  by  his  Creator, — it  may 
be  a  subject  of  prudent  consideration, — of  ez< 
pediency, — ^whether  the  very  mitigated  form  in  which 
it  is  exhibited  in  AMca  may  not  be  nsed  as  a  transi- 
tion between  the  aggravated  state  it  has  been  brongbt 
to  by  civilized  man,  and  perfect  emancipation  in  the 
land  which  gave  it  birth  ;  where  the  sudden  accom- 
plishment of  such  an  object,  if  possible,  would  be 
attended  by  a  complete  dissolution  of  every  social 
tie,  a  paralysis  of  all  incentive  to  good,  and  leading 
inevitably  towards  anarchy.     Whereas  by  exciting  the 


*  C^it^n  Alkn'a  MS.  N&mtire  of  the  First  Exp«dition. 
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natire  cias&  and  posaessors  of  domestic  dxres  to 
employ  them  in  the  cultiration  of  cotton,  sugar,  &c,  a 
poverful  competition  might  be  raised  against  the  crnel 
exactions  of  the  foreign  Blave-OTner:  and  although 
as  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  leas  amount 
of  exertion  ander  his  mild  natiTe  task-masters,  the 
individual  produce  would  be  less,  the  amount  might  be 
made  up  bj  the  greater  extent  of  conntry,  and  by  a 
population  not  requiring  the  artificial  means  of  keeping 
up,  resorted  to  in  the  Brazils,  where  at  the  same  time 
their  snpplies  would  be  cut  off.  The  example  of  free 
labour  in  the  British  settlement  would  not  be  lost 
on  the  surrounding  nations,  but  might  be  the  means 
gradoally  to  remove  the  blot  of  sUvery  altogether 
from  AMca. 

The  estabhshment  of  a  large  and  commodious 
bazaar  at  one  settlement  wonid  ensure  protection  to 
commerce,  and  would  render  it  the  emporium  of 
Central  Africa.  For  a  long  while,  however,  we  be- 
lieve that  there  would  not  be  such  a  remunerative 
trade  as  to  justify  the  immediate  intervention  of 
speculators  in  JBogland.  But  the  petty  deahngs  of  the 
settlers  and  the  stimulus  given  to  native  merchants  or 
Dilnls,  by  buying  up  all  the  produce  they  bring,  would 
cause  accumulations  that  might  be  worth  their  atten- 
tion, especially  if  a  company  of  philanthropists,  sodi 
as  composed  the  former  agricultural  society  would 
enter  into  it  with  this  prospect  of  loss  in  the  outset. 

A  better  system  of  canoe-traffic  might  be  introduced 
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Tith  the  assistance  of  Krnmen,  and  a  small  steamor 
to  run  up  and  dovn,  and  facilitate  their  traiudt 
bj  toviog.  It  is  true  that  this  practice  vonid 
be  nmning  counter  to  the  prejncUces  of  the  aa- 
tives,  vho  nerer  aUoT  the  traders  of  other  oatioDS 
to  trespass  on  their  waters ;  but  it  might,  by  an 
occasional  payment  of  "  port  dues,"  be  broken  through; 
or  bj  a  fev  trifling  presents,  the  fi^edom  of  the 
narigation  of  the  river  might  be  secured  for  aU 
nations.  A  clause  to  that  e£fect  waa  indeed  intro- 
duced in  OUT  treaties  with  Obi  and  the  Attfkfa  of 
IddaL 

"  With  regard  to  commerdal  trKosactions*  on  a  large 
scale,  it  is  our  firm  belief  that  in  the  present  state  of 
the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people,  and  the  im- 
perfectly known  resources  of  the  country,  the  hopes 
of  speculators  will  be  inevitably  wrecked  unless  their 
enterprizes  be  based  on  very  different  principles,  and 
with  a  view  to  remote  repayment  Our  arts  and 
manufactures  must  be  introduced  to  the  interior  not 
by  the  present  tardy  and  demoralizing  means  of  inter- 
course with  the  coast,  nor  by  dazzling  the  natives 
with  a  transient  display  of  them  in  short-lired  and 
disastrous  attempts  to  penetrate  to  nations  which 
have  been  heretofore  cut  off  from  the  knowledge  of 
them.  But  the  advantages  which  may  result  to  and 
from  the  population  of  Africa  by  our  intercourse  with 

*  C^tain  Allen's  MS.  Namtive  of  tho  Firat  Niger  Ezpeditioo. 
VOL.    IL  2  F 
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them,  must  be  prospective,  remote,  and  dependent  on 
the  manner  of  opening  such  intercoorse." 

"  Under  all  these  circumstances  it  is  quite  evident 
that  no  undertaking  formed  by  private  individnals  for 
purposes  porelj  commercial  can  prosper  in  the  interior 
of  Africa.  That  consequentlj  no  establishment  there 
can  thrive  unless  it  originate  viHi  Qovemment,  and  be 
onder  its  immediate  protection  and  anthority." 

"The  prejudices  of  the  Africans  tIU  doubtless  eveo- 
taally  give  way ;  the  talents  and  energies  they  may 
possess  viU  be  developed  when  they  witness  among 
themselves  a  community  formed  of  tJieir  ovn  country- 
men, rescued  by  humanity  from  a  condition  the  peculiar 
nature  of  which  is  invested  by  their  superstitious  fears, 
with  vague  and  indescribable  terrors.  The  very  exist- 
ence of  such  a  community,  exalted  as  it  would  be  in 
its  own  estimation,  and  in  the  enjoyments  of  the 
benefits  of  civilization,  would  excite  among  its  nei^- 
boiirs  a  desire  to  participate  in  those  blessings  and 
would  be  at  once  a  normal  or  model  society,  gradually 
spreading  to  the  most  remote  regions  and  calling  forth 
the  resources  of  a  country  rich  in  so  many  things 
essential  to  commerce,  might  change  the  destinies  of 
the  whole  of  Western  Central  Africa,  and  would 
not  be  liable  to  the  local  disadvantages  which  may 
interfere  with  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  of  free 
blacks  which  the  Americans  have  established  at 
Liberia." 

Another  great  and  ^orioos  effect  of  the  existence  of 
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such  a  colony  vould  be  to  counteract  tUe  horrible  Slave 
Trade,  which  still  rears  its  hjdra  head,  assaming  a  more 
atrocious  aspect  from  every  endeavour  to  put  it  down. 
The  same  local  advantages  whidi  have  facilitated  the 
transit  of  slaves  from  all  parts  of  the  interior  will 
afford  the  most  effectual  means  of  putting  a  stop  to  it, 
viz. :  the  two  noble  rivers  which  traversing  ao  large  a 
portion  of  Soudan,  give  ready  means  of  communication 
with  the  coast,  to  all  the  nations  on  their  borders. 

The  idea  of  the  colony  whidi  has  here  been 
laid  befbre  our  readers  was  conceived  on  the  spot 
which  is  recommended  for  its  location — surrounded  by 
the  beautiful  scenery  of  the  Conftnence  of  the  Ohadda 
and  Niger — during  the  first  Niger  Expedition,  and 
laid  before  the  Admiralty,  by  Oaptain  Allen,  on  his 
return*  to  England,  though  it  is  here  more  fully 
devebped ;  and  it  differs  from  the  original  in  the  pro- 
position to  employ  the  African  race  only,  if  any  can  be 
found  qualified  for  undertaking  so  great  a  task.  It  may 
by  aome  be  considered  a  hopeless  experiment,  but  unless 
the  friends  of  Africa  are  much  deceived,  it  will  ^ve  an 
opportunity  for  tJtte  expansion  of  native  intellect,  whidi 
must  be  productive  of  benefit  on  the  race  generally. 
But  whether  capable  or  incapable,  the  agency  of  the 
native  African  has  never  yet  been  fairly  tried. 
Hitherto  benevolent  legislators  for  Africa  have  sketched 


*  Report  to  the  Lords  CommiBuoners  of  the  Admiralty,  October  1, 
1834. 
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by  their  firesides,  some  very  plaudble  theories  and  plans, 
and  thej  hare  found, — in  the  hot-bed  of  prematore 
culture, — ^plants  which  seemed  fitting  instruments  to 
warrant  the  varmeet  hopes  of  sacceas ;  but  like  infimt 
prodigies  these  hare  generally  failed  in  the  result,  to 
justify  their  anticipations.  The  fault  appears  to  us  to 
be  in  the  fact,  that  we  have  constrained  the  precocions 
and  half-formed  agents  to  see  with  our  understandings 
and  to  work  with  our  methods,  expecting  at  the  same 
time  that  the  race  to  be  benefited  should  readily  ap- 
preciate the  good  we  propose  to  them. 

It  is,  howerer,  of  no  use  attempting  to  work  on  the 
untutored  mind  witili  abstract  principles.  We  submit 
that  the  couTerae  of  this  method  would  be  more  likely 
to  succeed,  namely,  that  we  should  take  the  African  and 
his  institutions  as  they  are,  and  after  ascertaining  what 
is  good  in  them,  bestow  our  utmost  exertions  on  their 
full  derelopment  and  improrement. 

The  success  will  depend  on  circumstances,  on 
which  we  cannot  now  decide  the  value ; — the  failure 
will  only  be  the  loss  of  some  fesjo  thousands  of 
Tlnglish  money  in  a  cause  in  which  we  have  lavished 
mUliona;  but  at  all  events  it  will  be  carried  out  on  a 
grand  principle  of  justice  hitherto  denied ;  and  as  such 
we  submit  it  with  all  deference  to  higher  judgments. 
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VOCABULARIES  OP  THE  EDEBYAH, 

DUALLA,  OR  CAMBROONS^  BIMBIA,  AND  FISUMBN 

LANGUAGES. 


au  is  sounded  &bow  ia  how 
g  hard  „  ^t 

j  Boft  „  jet 

more  ng  initial        „  ring 

flute  e&  „  church 

time  AA  as  a  Htrong  aspirate. 

In  the  Yocaholary  of  the  Fiebmen  dialect  those  marked  E  are  of  the 
proper  Kru. 


Agwn  . 
Always 
Above . 

Aunt    . 

Anchor 
Ant  alack) 
Ant  (white) 
Able     . 
Absent 
Accidental 
Acid     . 
Active . 

T  ; 

Angry. 
Artfal. 


Lu-bOh  . 
I-dT-a 
San-nfin-nS     . 

Bu-bii-bo-bflh 
Echl-j^m 
AT-tel-lm-wiidH 
Kis-st    . 
Ba-la-p& 
SO-bl-ol-lSb    . 
Tii-yfr-ma-a    . 
IncU-al-U      . 
Bye-e1-l 


Dn^LLA,  OR 

Cahbboons. 

DUpa-^i 

Visy-Tisy 

Inuto-ililU 
Undoh 
Ai-ya 
Dia-ved 


Chir-iki 
Yn-gin» 
It-tette 


I-pn-n 


Tii-fth 

Min-dl^-yii 
sob  (E) 
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Any  one 

Abandon 

Abscond 

Abuse  . 

Accept 

Accompany  . 

Accuse 

Accustom 

Acknowledge 

Admire 

Advise* 

Agitate 
A^e  . 
Aim  (to  take) 

AUude '. 
Alter    . 

Anchor  (to) 
Answer 
Aj^tear 
Approaoh 

Assemble 
Astonish 
Attempt 

Add      . 

About  . 

Associate 

Bridge 

Brauch 
-Bed  . 
-Bottle  . 

Basket 
-  BeU     . 


Edbetah. 
Wa-ri-eba 


Echr-Sm 
Aha-bl-hl 

0-i-ka  . 

O-fl-pI-4 

WT-5-pai.H-ell« 
ahI-4 
Ensl-el-1511» 
Wi-webwMob« 
E-bahl 
N8-pIma-I51-la- 
li-&-pal-ft-lIl-lt 
NS-hu-di 

TB-ia-hu-dl 

Lo-pel-ia 

Tu-wE-sid-dl 

Ne-ki-ba 

Rl-bfi-ra-hl 

O-piiB-ea 

DiS-bl    . 

En-nl-» 

Can-iil-M 

Ko-pI-ft-ellO 

N5-hi-& 

Bwa-lft 

Al-ai-i-am      . 

Nae-kl-hi 

0-K-pii-li 


Ba-hlD-nih 
E-tu-ki 


dualla,  ob 
Gambboons. 


Iqui-mi 
Quata-bobry 
Aoungo 
Beso-aUa 


Tini-myso 


BiHBIA. 

Di-oon-gOh 


I-ltt-e-jfth  . 
Mo-ou-tSh  . 


biing^th 


Qti-Sb 
Sii-rah 
Tu-b»i 
BfigrSh 
Broiih 


*  ie.,  to  give  advice  to  a  person. 
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USB. 

Edsbtab. 

Ddau^,  OB 
Cabbboomb. 

filMBlA. 

FiSBMBH. 

Mi'T-onta 
CUla-tu      . 

Mo-cu-lab  . 

Bnub 

Ci-Ub 

KlB-B8-BSb 

j»»  • 

Bil-18-we-lo- 
b«b 

DIM 

Bi-hyn-Dil 

BdI'U 

L5-b5-Df      . 
Yan-g»4b  . 

PuBdl 
BlI-wI 

BSIal-bubi 

MuBB-monni 

mith   . 

Bu-nft-u-Sm 

Mnnna-mona 

NSB-yaB- 
gim. 

Niri-i 
U-mu-Bft 

.be)    . 

o-ii-ia .  ■ 

Dibnn 

O-fS-oh 

Ub-bS    . 

iMi 

Fwab 

B5-na    . 

Mi-B 

Nu-mSb 

E^ed-dii 

Hn/i-nUB    . 

Ee 

N-ns     . 

Bu-a 

Kab 

I-Sobi    , 

Wiin-g.      . 

Tal-po-rt 

Bu-LU  . 

Do-bum 

Kar-ri 

E-bul-lS 

S:sL  : 

0-be 

from 

A-la-K-Du-ke 

0-dob 

Tii-ptt-fi-pSt.- 

I    Mi-amg.    . 

Wtri 
Su.«b 

L(wad) 

EneSpfl  .  ' 
HuMsL  . 

Ymb      '  . 

Bri 

MiMD   ma 

Dum-ba-lSh 

k>n» 

Sl-no-dl 

Qake) '. 

E-ruU-rakil 

)        ■ 

En-na-bS 

Yama-yara 
Sombo 

I-tOBBO 

BitiU-S-bT 

Bobi 

Inch-I-SnS 

Di-banya 

fill      '. 

Beb-irSb-Io-b9 

b    Bas-baBO 

Aobi-web-witt 

JoB-gy 
Dim" 

•41)  ' 

Aobl^l-Ub 

BulM-web-w 

lb  Abiiambo- 
bombo 

Idem      . 

Borfb-bt-iai 

Niet-li 

■  This  among  moat  Africans  meant  aoy  written  paper. 
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-  Barter. 
Bathe  . 
Beu(T) 
Beat     . 
Beautify 
Bread  . 
Breakfast 
Becalm 
Beckon 
Beg     . 
Behold 
Belong 


Blame. 
Blaze  . 
Bleed  . 
Btees  . 
Blind,  (v) 

Block  ap 


BoU     . 
To    Borrow 
anything  (t) 

•  Bottle  (t) 
BowM 
Break  (v) 
Breathe 
Bring  . 
Broil    . 
Bmise . 
Bmah  (t) 
Buret  . 
Build  . 

bS^(») 

,  Butter. 


Edkbtah. 

DHALLA,  OR 

BiHBU. 

0-rij-w  . 

Yaagi 

0-5b-b« 

Io«arri 

0-5b-B 

Tii-wo-pl 

E-bi-hl 

KeoBo 
Di^idiba 

Aihi-bu-lokS  . 

Got-itdll 

Ti-m-hS 

Bin 

NWtJl  olil     . 

Jaga. 

o-ei.ii-u 

Nl-ikS-lo-ko  . 

Ko-to-ti 

Pu-rS-hl 

Tu-a-k!  . 

Aug! 

Lu4-tu-al 

aX. 

o-tani-in-ii . 

Bambo-oa 

0-el-U  . 

O-lake-eab     . 

Aeanna-tnia 

To-ra-ii 

TSakt-o.bii»9. 

.a-hi 

Lthta-nii-hl. 

O-bul-Ui-hl    . 

Hu-15i.bl 
Bl-nS-hl 

Sffl' 

IS-pS-hl 

pymba 

EmpiOH-eUI- 
oUt-ella-elU. 

nSnkl  . 

Le-bl-ai-ht     . 

Poaisai  (nonn) 

K5.ko-tI 

Be-lfcU 

Yamani 

Pa-bul-U       . 
PwS-U-bu-»   . 

Su-Yny 
Bamba 

Bab-a-ii 

O-pab-bJ 
O-ta-lai-I 

Tn-ta 

BUob-bl   . 

Tu-bai-i-bfi-ta 
A-hed-dl 

Ki^ 

Twe-ft-tai-ll    . 

Sanda 
MuBo-ma 
yama 

Id  b,  Google 


^  Cbair,  or  stool 

Cloth  (a) 


Kdbiyah. 

dualla,  ob 
Cakhroonb. 
Dato 
Man-do 
Myndi-titti 
Ico-oo 
Showii^my- 
Unsa 
TaUtson 
Su 
Babe 
Bnno 
Biiasa 
Assa 

Bobriflon 
Momi     ma 

BiBfBIA. 

FlBHUEN. 

l£a-idari 

Mfr-pl 

Mt-in-dit     . 

Nlmb« 

Lflbico  .  ■ 

Xucroali 

Bassi.     ■    . 

I  bob 

Myl5.5pw&-oba- 

W'ingfth      . 

Bn-wrh 

wylll 

Bi-ta-ho 

Via 

Dl'bundi    . 

Do-puh 
Boi 

Dn      .     '    . 

i-m   .      . 

Kfirfi 

E-hS       .  ■ 

Biquilym     . 
Mr^y«^ 

IcoBsi . 

I-tJftt-ifin 
Cali-sT 

KE-yfih 

W£-a-ta    '      . 

Bolah 

Bo-Uh 

TOb 

Bo-lal     . 

Muna 

Mo-ku-tfi    . 

Dlb-*t 

D 

Tfi-prfiM-wtiai 

NOt-ra-nla 

E-ri-iS-Io-nfl    . 

Sango-boa 

BaU<kim-«     . 

Ll-il-iu-aft 

Bu-a-a    . 

Di-hfi-waf-rC 

Inalama 

Ditamma     . 

Dikwgh 

Blcfi-bicQ        . 

Ibnm 

Iketah 

Te-ta 

Dikot5   . 

Myndi 

Bob 

Ekonk«-aiim  . 

Iya««i     . 
Dibato-cttmi- 

Oku-brS 

)0l 

Sr^'  : 

K^^a 
Drbati 

Ibambfi 

Wj  rf-reh 
O-wSr-rl  (k) 
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Cow     . 

Cold  (a) 
Cook  (a) 
Crow  . 
Careless 
Cheiq)  . 
Clean  . 
Clear  . 
Coane. 
Cold  . 
Common 
Content 

Cool  . 
Cowardly 
Crass  . 
Cruel  . 
Cnnsing 
Cockroach 
Cotton. 
Cloth,  crinui 

C«re(v) 

Catoh  . 
Chain  (r) 
Chase  (r) 
Chatter 
-  Cheat  M 
Cheer  (t) 
Chew   . 
ChiU(v) 
Choke  . 

Choose 
Chop  (v) 

Clan(T) 
Clean  . 
aear(v) 


Bnafa-oat,  wild- 
oatfChl-pah 


I-bo-pI  . 
Bu-tee-U 
En-ca-hfi 
Se-kl  . 
Dik-wiOi 
I-lu-dl  . 
E-weh-w« 
O-ik-wSh 

mi 

Bu-k« 

E-bdbd-en-qlia-fi 

8I-Ig  . 
I-BUl-Uh 
Bu-eU-la-he 

Idem 
ByssM  . 


En-tuiiS-hul 

lal-14 
Mo-lSb-b9 
O-tSrSb-bO 
PS  pfi-riM 
E-led-dl 
Al-l«-pIo-ded-d1 
Why-d5-d«     . 
0'n»-Thi-& 
Oihl-hi-ed-dS  . 
0-bU-tAr.banna- 

InkS  wiUS 
Eutahtt-rl-lal-Ifi 
I-pul-U-I-U-kok- 

5-ni( 

O-T-bu-dl 
Al-lI-puIlS-«- 
hub-b& 


Cahbboonb. 
Ikoto 

Syngi 


yara 
Momi- 


Millemma 
miami 
Milooo-loeo 
Imbellibambi 
Caoaboao 
PeUl-bedma 
Minabambo 


Topo-topo 
Qaalla-bam 


Dinna-mapnlla 
Mnnga-titi 


BlMBU. 

Fu-eh 


Qiieh  (k) 
Sl-Sh  (K) 

Ku-Kii  <K) 
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APPBITDIX. 

44S 

Edebtah.  . 

dualla,  ob 
Cambaoons. 

BlHBIA. 

FWBMBM. 

Dl-be-htt 

I-ohep-wUi 

MS-ra-pu-15-d 

Ya 

WlI-ia-pin-iiyBa 

Le-pil-W.n  . 

nt. 

PT5-k5-W-pe- 

a-u 

Tii-lap« 
O-Ili-lMd^h 

Gipi 

R5-U-8  . 

Da 

£-koike->iliii 

Mo«ia-i7a- 
coaai 

80^      . 

Lanxai 

Bamb. 

Nanpirmib 
Topo-boDn-oa 

«) 

NoDgo 

laaao 

Miynga 

Kran 

Uba-iloDffi 
Hia  bTmbi 

W~H!« 

D,pa«. 

M5h-wSlla-bi. 

ElTmbab     . 

De-ou-bS 

As  above 

U,o    . 

As  above  . 

Cu 

Bu-ohto 

Ma-ati 

Bii-tM 

Hl-rBl 

El-b€n-nS 

Snpan 

Wu-aa-b6e« 

Un-doh 

E-obQ-ka 

Lai     . 

Bu-oa-batam 

Yi-rl-bab 

»■ 

LoblS-ibah      . 

Idiba-aaba  . 

Ya-keke 

LabHS-bimh . 

Sab»-tomba 

Nasi  . 

Nyma-moh 
Moroebo  («) 

A-I5-ri-buttt   . 

Dan-hi 

Os5(B) 
0-sO-Die-WK) 

HiS-ajn-ma      . 

Bcaki 

E-li-re-bu-kuii- 

Ao«ba-lBbi . 

O-krMkrS(K) 

na 

Gmboa-biDbi 
Potini 

0-kIm-boab,B 
Drbia  (k) 

Unis-ib  ■ 

Ban    . 

Uilibah 

B,i  (b')  ' 

)' 

B<« 

hi     . 

Fnaan,bs(B) 
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English. 
Deer  (Urge) 
Dock    . 

DftDgerons 
Dark    . 
Dead    . 
Dear 
Deep    . 
Difierent 

Dirty   . 

Distant 

Doable 

Dry      . 

Dew     . 

Dinner 

Damage  (t) 

Dance  (v) 

Danger 

Decay  . 

Depart 

Destroy 

Die 

Dine 

Disagree 

Discover 

Distribute 

Double 

Drag    . 
Draw  water  . 
Dress  (t) 
Drink  (t) 
Drown 
Dry     . 
EtiI      . 
Earth  . 
Evening 

Ebb-tide 
Eveiy  day 
Eye 
Eyebrow 


Cho-Oh  . 

Eng-qQa 

AcM-sil-n 

E-ft-sal'lih 

BiichiA  . 

Ob-wSb  . 

Rutft-r5b6 

Bon-ne-iih 

At-a-&m 

E-etti-e-quaobfi 

BitokS   . 

Ot« 

0-rt-pai-Ia 

En-iho-kO 


Acbi-bweb-wSh 
Bo-bah  . 
Wata     . 

BowUi  . 
OkS-m&b 
Nok-ka 
Bru-brud-d&  . 


BiMBIA. 

Eii-gO'SOh  . 


PlBHHtM. 

Bah-pfi  (k) 


Ua  ititti 
Mawa 


Ititi-capo 

No-eirangi 

TucQ 

TaU-biba 

Bas 

DiuniBB 
Disi  yangi 


Bongo 

Alia 

Yamad 

Uawa 

Da-miau 

Uutanga 

Pondimo 

Songo-songo 

Passi-biba 

Bibas 

Dotti 

Tna 

Tua-miraha 

Pongo-toki 

Myngo 

Awa  miraba 

Jangi 

Bobi   . 

Minyangarro 

I  biamo 

Miraba  f^rm 

Miso  . 
Ki-kili 


Moti-bubl  . 
Man-jfib 
Momk-se- 
mtinS-ribfi 
E-bl-baugl  . 

Lino  . 


D6cH>ii-bii 
Wa-ott-ri 
Wi-reh 

Momanl 
TI-u-J 
0I(.) 
0T-d£-d1  (k> 


Id  b,  Google 


Eyelash 
Ear 

Eleph&nt 
Early  ■ 

Easy    . 
Empty 


Entire  . 
Equal  . 
Evil  . 
Elephant's 
troak 
Ewe     . 

Eat 

Ebb  . 
Embark 
End  . 
Enslave 


Equal  . 
Escape 
Elsewhere 
Enough 
Fire 
Flood   . 
Fog      . 
Flood-tide 
Fast  (month) 
Fast  (day) 
Friday 
Farm    . 
Forest  . 

Fetiche  man 
—Flowers 
*'Fork    . 
— Fi«bing-liDe 

Father 

Freeman 

Forehead 


I-pap-p& 

u-iut-ta 

Baeoisfi 
E-wat-tA 
Al-^e-chi 
Okii-tom-Sn  . 

Sia-Bi-wnUala 

Achl-kontf 

Busfilabi 


Boso 
Ba-fi-p&h 


Biisiidl  . 
Bo-yfiim 

E-p5I.ia 


Ittiti  bamasi 
Hnma-ittiti 
No-mapnla- 
di^pi 
Viii  visi 
Capo 

Muennga  mi 

banri 
Da      . 
Yn-benga    . 
A-mungi     . 
Abnris 
Pory-mao- 

oombi 
Hungo  humsr 

mapnha 
Capo  . 
Bombi 
Humu-dipipi 
lK)n    . 
Ve-ah 

E-tuta 
Hi  raba-benga 


Mundn-misi 


Ditoh 
En-joeo 


We-Sh 
£-1>Itumb1 
Barca 
E-bl-tumbI 

0-salS-waiim 


Lu-M. 


Moti'lobO  . 
Biuni 

Masso  Mi-fi-eiih 

Mieungajobbi   Mii-smgih  . 
Sango  .     Siin-gAn 

Con-jSh 
Bombo        .  I       . 


FUHMBN. 

Gl-wa-wl  (k) 
Nug-w#h  (K) 


N9b 

Feoh 

Drbu 

Nl-a-nl 

A-bo-dtt 

Ne-rjf-r5-diih 

We-moh 

Crl-brth 

Ore-doh 


Ml 

SoIi-dQ 
DTt^ii-rah(K) 
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Fftoe  . 
Foot  . 
Finger. 
Feathen 
FoTet  . 

Fish  . 
Fly  (a) 


Fw      . 

Fwt     . 

Fearful 
Feeble. 
Few  . 
Fierce  . 
Fine  . 
Firm  . 
First  . 
Flat  . 
Foolish 
Freeh  . 
Friendlj 
Fnll  . 
Fntnre. 
Fowl  . 
F«ce(T) 
Funt  (t) 
FaU  . 
Faster. 
Fast(T) 
Fatigue 
Feed  . 
Fear  . 
Feast  . 
Fetch  . 
Fight  . 
FiB  . 
Finish  . 
Flog  . 
FIjM 


Edbhtah. 

Bu-sSh  . 
Dikottt  . 
Bln-ng    . 

Bi-eut&h 

Ebopl  . 
ItyssSniii    and 

Bubl 
Eo-ihB-jl  . 

Bu-r5k-a  ' 
Ba-hob-bX 
0-tS       . 
BaooasS  and  Be- 
iipl 
IIl)[-sall& 
E-5n-bMtt 
WI-5-wiah 
AnnahS 
Weh-w6h 
Biibtl-wiil-o-bli 
Lou-chi-S 
Obih^-bit^ 
Si-e-kl  . 
Babe 
Bii-1-saam 
E-dT       . 
E-10 
En-co-he 


Itindi-^nindi 


Sa-eh. 
Oingi. 


Di  ongi 


Ittiti-gia 
Ittiti  gita 

Bam 

Imbnsa 

I  lima 

Soma-dikom 


U-bah 
Busu 
Mawa 
Can 
Tynga 
Nomada 
Dntn 

Da  and  Tapa 
Bru^ 
Da  mdiu 
TJmalormunga 
Vengi 

Aburis 

Dipa 

Amapuma 


Gib-weh  (k) 
fiope  (k) 
Ge-  (K) 

SwS-na-nl(K) 
Okiirft  (k) 
B£ 

Nl-nvi  (k) 
Ku-iih  (r) 


^d  by  Google 
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Ekiutsh. 
Fold  up 
Forget 
Free  (make) 
Fonnerlj 
Ood     . 
Good    . 
Orasa   . 
/  Gunpowder 
Oreen  . 
Gddu  (mouth) 


Ru-pl  . 
Buub-wfih 
TQ-illi-la-q&ai 


N5k-a-bub-M 
Bu-tu-ltil 
E-sS-kl 
OmS-bIhA 

Ul^-ko-ll-ote  . 
Se-rupS-rupS  . 
Bonok6-5-wS 
EtitS     . 


Umpodl 


Tchu'bS  . 

SI  lo-ba . 

BuISh  . 
Butiikil-be 
£-tii-S  . 
I-ell-ia  . 
BTacha  . 
Diko-til-nS 
Bi-el-ia  . 
Beh-hib 
E^I-bS  . 


DlTALLA,  OB 
CAHBROOira. 

Ontiri 

Avaogasi 

Unga 

Bai-bai 

Aluba 

Bam  . 

Bikoko 

QieoD 


Ungani 
Mimamnto 

Bima 

Ontft 

Amab 

Amayala 

Son-son 


Bang. 
Milopo 


loDgo 


LSbSh 
Biitll 


Pyndl 


Morabi 
DumSh 
IblsHrilh 
E-bendt 

BawSk 

Yo-lfi 

Motii. 

Mo-tQn-di-uI 

Mupd 

Sowii 


Nisrah 
Ed  changS 
Pl-rS 
Pu-munit 

Nt-#n-ti-me,  k 

N'nu-fiequi,  k 


Ye-fti  (k) 
Cilh(^ 
TTbT  nu  um 
Bly-cin  nSSb 

Wal 
Hai-na 
Ma-pXh 
Deb-ba  (K) 
N'nue  (k) 
SanS-tib!  (k) 
Bu  bI  ISb  (k) 
Dl-6-qiie  (k) 
Blaml  (k) 
Me-I  (k) 


^d  by  Google 


Emqmw. 
—  Hat      . 

Handkerchief 
Hen      . 
Hawk  (a) 
Handsgmo 

Heary 
Healthy 
High  . 
Honest 
Hot      . 

iiS^ 

^Hoo  . 
^  Horse  . 
Honey . 
Hftte  . 
Hear  . 
HeU  . 
Hera  , 
^  lion  pot 

Indian  com 
Jnjn  books 

Inftiiit  . 
Idle  . 
lU 

Infinn  . 
Interior    of 
conntiy 
Jealous 

Joyful . 
Just     . 

>  Ink      . 

Iron  . 
Ivoiy  . 
Indigo. 
Inoieosa 


G  bu-tK  . 

Enoil-rl-ot& 

Eko-fei 

Web-weh 

Namft  bl  hS 

A-bob-bii 

O-rlU   . 

MI-bi-h8 

Copf-B-bokS 

Bo  ettS 

Hu-w«  . 

Ea-gal-U 


BoliU  . 
Epl 

Ri-pK  . 
EJt-botS 
Bote  IS 

A-nab-bK 

AlamX-bthfi 
A-nS-pIn-al 


SUAUiA,  OR 
CAMUtOOKSL 

lamba 


Oabam 
Bambi 

Diboa  ittiti 

Honi-fpta 

Nosybmbft 

I  dyd  di 

Oi 

Aondi 

Diba 

Yama 

Bombo-illi 

Juaaiiuta 
latyn 


Han^yssani 

Ibollft 

Mabra 


No  da  fauna 

bntto 
Hnma    tria 

callats 
Hokoko 
Abango 
Hapift 
Yacason 


Bi-krib  (R) 
Wu8Sndi(K) 
So-fi-n&fa  (k) 


YungOh 


Bii-Ifr-we-15- 
bfih 
Mo-ku-tii    . 


^dbyGoOgle 
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fiNOLUB. 
Key      .         . 

Ebbbtah. 

DUALLA,  OB 

BUBIA. 

Iba-wSni    . 

FUBUM. 
Biieh 

Kmfe  . 

Lii-b-bi.  ■    . 

Dnendi    '   . 

Bu-tin 

Ki-g    .        . 

0-KtohI 

Ehing.       . 

Eng-b«>gh. 

BOl-H-ot 

Em    . 

K-dS      . 

Dihnnga     , 

Ka-rI-dIbah,E 

Kind    . 
Kid.    . 
Kill 

Bohti-wobS 

Auoflvmo 
B«i 

Yt:    : 

Oohl      .  "     . 

Mu-ittiti 

Hem. 

N'nai 

£-bl-an  dOi 

NinliJ 

Lifhtning     , 

Biia'achI    *     . 

Ria-alnba    . 

WeSh 

Bet^nih 

Lime    . 

S«-ba-iim 

Biarki  bnngo 

Hi-fi 

OD-i(-queh 

Keilt 

Lamp  . 

_ 

I  Dtian 

E-poHBl  '    . 

Loot    . 

Dalli  . 

I-li-B 

G5-bilh 

Labourer 

BilikS  .  ' 

Ob-wep-wu 

Lip      .        . 

Lii-heb-bS      . 

I  pnpi  ^id 
amba 
Nundi 

Kiwakw>i,K 

Log      .        . 

La  pHl-li 

Bold) 

Lune  .        . 

Onm^di. 

0-ii.b«-l»-I« 

Ltopud       . 

01  C«) 

Large  . 

Boa  boB '     . 

Y^dindin 

L=«     .        , 

Eim»b!-hi>      . 

Snoanaa 

Lmv    . 

E-hl 

Left  behind  . 

Ko-ta  am       . 

DiiaAnto 

Light  (weigll 
Like  (y) 

At  t3  ilchi 

Achio-t! 

LilUe  .        . 

Booo-co-no     . 

Ymari 

Lilie  (adjee.) 

Achi-8-kS-nil 

Long    . 

Bo-15-bo-t«     . 

BaU 

Lao&  .        . 

A-rihl 

Lend    . 

E-he-ah . 

Dui  drndima 

low     ,        . 

Synt(^^^yntiI    . 

Alia/ 

Ludcy . 

Rn-wHh 

LiTer    . 

Bang. 

Lion     . 

Engau 

Langh .        . 

Mjo 

Lie       .        . 

Nang. 

Lie  down 

Nangani 

Lift      , 

Aaiama 

Line     . 

Lool    . 

Co.0 

Look    . 

Comba 

Loosen. 

Unga 

Loee     . 

Yaniaa 

2a2 
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Enqlibh. 

Edexv;! 

DUALLA,  OB 
CAMinKKlSS. 

BlUBIA. 

Love    .        . 

Sonda 

ilotm    . 

Riiiyah 
Obadl-ohe 
lo 
Boka     . 

.      Mllri  . 

En-gon-dali 

Morning 

•chu- 

lUre-won^li 

Mid^v       . 
Hidoiclit      . 

.     Hisi  . 

ViS-a 

BSflhifi-at 

Ti-a-bnttn  . 

IblyunA  . 

Month  . 

Mauri  man 

. 

MondiT        . 

Mukel 

'.          Aduan    ■   . 

Dii-flh 

Horter    to 

pound  Indian 

MBn(huBl»nd) 
MamtuTO       . 

BiiUh  . 

.     Mon>i 

Mo-ttt   .     . 

Diha. 

Uutor. 

BiS-fa-toi 

.     1-vtti 

Man  slave 

Hioomhi-monu 

Monti 

We-he  . 

.     Midnmbo    . 

HStiimbSh . 

Medieine      . 

Biin-Iho 

.     Vang.        , 

Mnaqiilo      . 
MoSey        . 

Slha  n» . 

MSb&h  . 

'.     Ki'ma     '   . 

Sii'mbOli  '    . 

Mad     .        . 

A  Uld-I  oh 

o-ho     Haboa-inja 

M«iy  .        . 

Biikl-hiik 

.     Oil. 

Me4.        . 

AmS-bi-he 

MiH    .        . 

Ultkai-d 

T 

Moirt  .        . 

Sil6 

Mnddv 

BitokJ  . 

.     Bnngi 

Mirt     . 

Itutu 

M«g    .        . 

Mabnndi 

Mi^m,        . 

A-i-va 

Mntton 

Yama-bonni 

Meaann 

Hin. 

Milk  (v)       . 

Mimba 

Miaa     /       . 

On-ditTi 

Mil     . 

lAtta 

Mock  .        . 

Ln> 

Monin . 

Mooh  .        . 

Git. 

Men    . 

Sacason 

North  . 

Oni^ 

Night  . 

BSohIo 

.     Bntn  . 

ButaT 

NmI     . 

EntiikS . 

.     Tonno 

TonSh 

Net      . 

Ue  oti  . 

.     Slppi  .        . 

Dl-6t8h 

No.0    .        . 

Di-ka  i> 

.     PiZba        . 

H'bimboh   . 

Neck  . 

Ynkil     . 

.     Myngo        . 

idb,Googlc 


Edbbyah. 

DUALLA,  OB 
CAHEROONe. 

BlUBIA. 

E  chB-kil 

Mitoddi      . 

Bl-eh-£h 

ludi. 

DDDdockD    . 

E-lo'-B 

Aoh!-web-wS  . 

Bobi 

Bukl-webwjSh 

AUa       . 

Ittiti  Turn 

I-lu-dl 

SIU     . 

Pi  Mi 

I-lu-<lI    .        . 

IdolU 
Tumtnm 
Connappi  eon 
TntimS 

Piiann    . 

Paid 

Eiiis  .  ■    . 

Eiango 

Bite 

Hon 

Bu  15-18 

Midnn 

I-bul-U  . 

ItnUooai 

Tu-I-I  am     . 

Embnu 

Singi 

Adnbn 

Sangar 

Ungemy 

Biuici  .  '     . 

Bibambo     . 

Nnmgan     . 

Bed 

Mnkji 

Mokl. 

Enc'spl  .  '     . 

Pyi     .        . 
Momi 

pat . 

BucU-mimft  . 

Batoi. 

Bfiyeh-rtipl    . 

B6t»  KTm-o 

BS-eb-bS 

Bato-malingi 

I-ippJi . 

KI-cW    . 

Dibnm 

A-ben-«i 

Bi-elli-wUU  . 

Jiti  dra 

E-.U1H1  .        . 

(Jna    .        . 

Zn'go-iib' 

Encu    . 

Engn.n       . 

En  go-sSb 

E-8  le-n--il 

Ra-p»h 

Enn,  bao       . 

Mabau 

O-e.U-15 

Kem-Iat  (k) 
Dis-ko-iiJh,E 
Dni(K) 


U-15h 
D'rhiou 


MemiS-pu-yo 

Dad-i-wol»(K) 
Ne-tt  (K) 

Qoi-qfiid-ni,  K 
Bol  (K) 
Kiit-vlnl  (E) 


^d  by  Google 


Emqubh. 
Poor    . 
Pretty. 
-*P(^r  . 
Pepper 
P&m 
P»7     - 
Pick  up 
Play     . 
Pour    . 
Prepare 
Pull     . 
Pulldown 
Push    . 
Put      . 
Palm  nut 
Put  doini 

Qoick  . 
Quiet  . 
Quarrel 
Rain  . 
Rainbow 
Rainy  season 
Rains  (after 

the) 
Rioe 
Boot     . 
Room  . 
Roof    . 

Rope  . 
Red  deer 
Red  earth 
Rare  . 
Red  . 
Raw 
Ready. 
Real  . 
Rich  . 
Ri^t  . 
Ripe    . 

Rotten. 


Edssta 

DCAllA,  OB 
CAHBHOOn. 

ButBIA. 

SI  hel-\& 

.     Toi 

WebwJ!b 

KaUa-U 

Miahuri 
UApondA 
Olu 
Kuin 

NugA 

Dot. 

DllAKWi 

Xim-mo 

Teurul 

O-iMOi 

Bi»a-iiai 

.     VAmMi 

WS-»-p5 

Evengi 

Lol&lt     . 

.      BllAh  .          . 

Blib.        . 

InongA 

YnngiS 

EHiibSh 

..:  f.C'   : 

B6-i-b5      . 

Echuoa-b* 

Bu'&-I-mAmA 

OubJ-eSbS 

BUki   . 

'.     MUog.  ■   . 

AndA&v-TBeAri 

PaJtSi 

MyBnnA   . 

Hu-wi-Sndi- 
irok 
Mu-.Iiii-ga 

Bu-si-p« 

.     MS^iigBi. 

Cbo-iib 

K-«m 

Obo-b« 

I-imcb» 

si-hi 

Bm-aJlpi 

01 

Letts 

Bu-tu-M 

.     BAtg 

SI  let-t« 

A-bMhl 

.     LissuiA-Anli 
bug 

E-Ism-wih 

Biborro 

O-bSli-bJ 

Nia-nn 
Pyr-ru 
Ge-rii 
Ni-pe-y« 

BUh 
Tlbeh 
Bo-lS-Ui 
Ka-i^-mi 


^d  by  Google 


APPmDIZ, 

451 

BNaLiss. 

iDISTAH. 

DuAua,  OB 
Oahbboons. 

Bimu. 

FnHHnr. 

Konnd .        . 

BiU-lip  5 

Ring  (a)       . 

I^ndo 

lUii    .        . 

Soma 

Bead    .        . 

Haba-eallati 

Bafua. 

Nomapnla 

Eenain 

0.       "^ 

Return 

Tjmba 

Knm     .        . 

Bihi 

Biaa     . 

Asoma 

Bow     . 

Daa 

Hnn      .         . 

Oalla 

Son      . 

Itokl      .  *     . 

Aluba 

Ewi  . 

WSighl 

Spent   . 

HSh 

Wham-loh 

Spirit  (eril) 

Hoh-waUahi. 

Elimba.'   . 

D&«)ba 

Star     . 

J«tt«-walll     . 

Oiigatti'   . 

SSmbl 

Sy-a 

Sontb   . 

Op-w6S 

Sea       . 

115-ha  . 

Miiaba  jndin 

Uinta- mo- 
dtJl 

u-rab 

Smoke . 

E-a-tn    . 

Itntu 

i-ta-ta 

Ni^a-ia, 

Shadow 

Eri&a-rlkl 

E-loi-gi     . 

I-H-wSi 

Stream  (a)    . 

Si<o]^pM.      . 

Hob!-niMtI 

M&-lub-nek 

Spring  (water) 

Mirabatongo 

E-sli-ni  mimbji 

Nyngaeh 

Sunriae 

Obadlohi-ohuiS 

idau     : 

I-lire  wangab 

Nl-J-Tri 

Snnset. 

Wato     . 

lUamo 

Homb1-a«- 
mSnirtbl 

Wirl 

Shrat  . 

nte 

Stone    . 

IK        .  '     . 

DJli.    '    . 

SI  ah 

Spoon  . 

Jni     . 

N^ia'  , 

Mi-nib 

.  Sword  . 

Pnmakaa    . 

Po-eSb 

Kop-n 

^  Spear   . 

Jungoh 

Wi-oon-gBh 

Pli-USb 

Sling    . 

Em-piilli  ' 

Saw  (a) 

Sane 

SaU(a)        . 

Lsi    .  '    , 

Bmig.        . 

Bto-giOi     . 

Bra-kah 

Sirte.  . 

Bil-I.tfai 

Serrant 

O-lWi-yiS      . 

Ettatti  andabo 

Stranger       . 

Ba-n-M 

DibI 

Hekmn-W. 

U5-ka-mi  , 

Kl 

Singing  man 

Bk-0 

Blaeliamitli  . 

tl-ma-na  (l) 

Slun     . 

Latltfl  . '    . 

Jibo   .    '    . 

Dek-ki(i) 

Side     . 

Dl-kek-kiS      . 

FaMaaqnbo 

Po-roqae(K) 

Spittle 

Tu-a-I    . 

Mi-bom'     . 

o-pa-tu-da,i 

Smell   .        . 

O-mo-ih 

Imunba  bobi 

E-p8-nt  (.) 

Sheep  .        . 

ElH>h0d-d<i       . 

Bur-ri 

Biilamblt^^ 

Bagr«h(i)' 

Id  b,  Google 
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EMaiME. 

EDEE71E 

dualla,  or 
Cambboomb. 

BlUBIA. 

Squirrel 
Ditto,  flying 

BQsopt 
I-ba-hB 

Shark  .'^. 

£n-oo.pS 

Dom  . 

Ihilngii      . 

Snake  . 
Salt      ,        . 

Ssf; 

.     Yuna-babba 
.     Wanga 

Sad      .        . 

AoU  8  mal 

A  .      Aganappi 

Safe     . 

Ah5-6pl 

Same    . 

Achi  a-kon 

no     Cnpo 

Savage 

Id  ohu-pa 

Scarce  . 

OkS-ko-nil 

Sbad;  .         . 

E-rikI  rikl 

Sharp  . 

0-bSk-ki 

.     Di  TODii 

Short  . 

Bon-tu-bon 

tu       ISDiiKa 

Siok     .        . 

E-rupS  . 

.     Maho» 

Sileal  .        . 

AchI  &-toK 

.      No  topo 
.     Ju-ittiti  gita 

Sillj     . 

Si-«-kT   . 

Simple 

AtSnabX 

ii 

Siofol  .        . 

Bii-afil-U-b 

I 

Single  .        . 

Bu-ll 

Sl«,pr.        . 

To  IB      . 

.     MapuUoojo 

Slow    .        . 

Aoht-ri  p8 

M  .     IttitibimaB 

Smooth 

Siludl 

Small   . 

Bu-kSk-oD 

S          IsaiTy 

Soft      .        . 

O-bdttii-bS 

ta .     Botti  botU 

Soar     . 

KIs-a!     . 

.     Aptima 

Square 

Steady 

AchI-5-pa- 

liii 

Steep   .        . 

A-pi-ym 

StiU     . 

Achl-a-pa- 

hii 

Stupid . 
Sndden 

Se-kl 

Sure     .        . 

At-5-ott-di 

Sneet  . 

B6-BO-oho 

.     Bombo 

•Spade.        . 

Dibono     iQB. 
kara 

Shoe    .       . 

Bitambi 

Stocking       . 

Hnma  pinia 

Say      .        . 

Topo 

Se'ie    . 

Caca 

See 

Umha 

Sell      . 

Ardaeni 

Se<r     .        . 

Banga 

Shake  . 

Auuri 

Shame. 

Son 

Id  b,  Google 
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scalla,  ob 

Cahbrooms. 

Numiii 

Coyo 

Tiui^ 

G&rsi 

Gassi 

Gndi 

E 

Giba 

A-om  bi  se 

Nako-ki 

Di-ps 

Namiois 

TnU 

Yavi 

GjDgB 

Son-«on 
Uogari  aluba 


LeIiS  . 
0-bfidde 

B6tii  . 
Butt  . 
Kota       . 

Bens    . 

Lo-bebS 
Nynkd  . 
£-pas-sd 
Be-nls-afi 
Eoelie  . 
Bu-Bi-ke 
0-s<il-lSh 

Si-a-1    . 

Bo-la 

E-aap-pilBe5-piJ 

But<S-botS 

Sells 

B6te-w6te 

Bu-kok-6-nd 


Nai 


a-ha 


A-w§b  w5h 


Inga  . 


Boa    . 


Mi  eaari 
Eko   . 
Baha 

Ynden-gila 
Ittiti  ynden 
Ungo-swji 


Mfr-ku-lT 
I]ah    . 
Yfi->rtn 
Keke. 

Bu-kfib 
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jehi 

Atl 

N'nm-oi  vaai- 
rai 

Nabdh 
Ta-H-u 

PCnupu-yoh,K 
Ne  I  (K) 
Me ! (K) 
Kl  rii-r&  (k) 
Wa  bSb-bl,  K 
Bfl  v«h  (k) 

DIakfiinXb,K 
Ni-DeM]jiob,  K 
Na-6-wo  (k) 
Ba-iim-nSti- 
tegS  (k) 

MI{K) 

Du-bu-ah  (k) 
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EHflLUH. 

EniarAH. 

litTALLA,  OB 

Cahbboohi. 

Bissu. 

FiSBMBN. 

Tired   . 

At-tn-pl 

Dntn  ]raba 

Trae    . 

Ut-t8    . 

-Tailor  . 

Momi  hanna 

-Trowsera 

loki 

Thread 

Iminga 

Ta*i  (v)     . 

Kichi 

Tea,(Y)       . 

Yamam 

TeU     .        . 

Sang. 

Tia       . 

Tjnj. 

Trample 

Dakuri 

Tremble 

Maaana 

Twist  . 

A-oao 

Thou  art      . 

0> 

Uaole  . 

Jiti    . 

HlUIl 

Uncommon  . 

BI-8b-wT  6h 

Ugly    . 

AcH-web  wBL 

SidoU 

uSiey         , 

Ob5t*-botfi 

Unfair 

BIclI  web  wth 

into  ham 

Un£t    . 

Aohl  wa  »«h 

Unhappy 

NamS  bl  hB 

Uniart 
Untind 

Alabicbl-in-ll 

At-S-ha-Sin 

Unhke 

A-tal-ithadl. 

Ititn  oapo 

Uaripa 

wn  «-wii  s 

m   : 

TuSpllampwiifa 

A^*ohI 

WlSMll 

Tillag.          . 

SjmUlam 

WI-wI 

Vein    . 

Voiee  . 

lU         .        . 

Vain    . 

Enohaiim 

vSmi'         '. 

Bntiiliodl-Ullft 

Bii»^-]abl 

Violent 

AoM-biU-lS    . 

Bambi 

World. 

Ocbtf-momS. 

Manjah 

AbB-bre  gl 

Water. 

BApl      . 

Miraba   '   . 

Mad-bi      . 

Nl! 

Wind  , 

EwM-dud-lil . 

Gobi 

Engfii 

DiHIS  rilb 

WeU  of  water 

Mo-tum-bX 

Nymbereb 

Water  (hot)  . 

Bopiwa-bfi-wi 

Week  .        . 

Blfil. 

ra&.a 

l.in 

Simbl 

Wym)>aA 

Id  b,  Google 


APPKfTDIX. 


Woman 
Widow- 
Writer  of 

ohamis 
Wrist  . 

Wing  . 
Wound  (») 
WuBtelcth 
Wild  est 
White. 
Warn. 
Wut«. 
Weftk  . 
WewT 
WeU    . 
Wet     . 
Wicked 
Wide   . 
Wild    . 
Wait    . 
Walk  . 
W»nt  . 
Write  . 
We  are 
Where 
Yam  season  . 
Yonth  (a) 
YeCoT 
Yams  . 
Yonng 
Yon  are 
Yerteidfty 


Vy  sii'iim 
)bH-wI 


E-pud-dS 

Chlpih 
B5-td-t5h 
Hfl-wl   . 
0-kip-pK 
AGh1-l»)>4 
Katiipl 
Chii^Q  bl  hS  . 
Bo-tut-tii 
BoeSl-la  bl 
0  bittfi-ebSttS 
A»il  ft  huehS 


Ei&bUi 
Bd-c9-cfi  n8 
0-ptt-o  ta 
BilS 


Ddaila,  or 
Cambrooks. 
Muto. 
Mi  knea 


Mftpm    . 

Akirrioan^ 

Innnyssari 
Misangali 
Ididdi 


Bam 
Isoppi 


Talla 

Tanga 

Mtqtnlla 

Tire 

Biao 

Diahnina 

Impi» 

Bae 

laidam 
Oa  Tiai 
Caro 


BiHBIl.. 

Mytn 


Kii-banl  bob 

STfi-nl-Dl(K) 

Dg-«-tr»h  (k) 
Di-rfi  {K) 
Q&ehl(K) 


Dipwl 
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Edbbtab. 

DcAiiA,  on 
Cambrookh. 

BiHBU. 

Bajiboko. 

1 

Bullf 

Han    . 

Y».kB  . 

Uyokob 

2 

E-p5 

Ibah  . 

BibSh   . 

Bi»bib-aki 

3 

Beta        .       . 

I-Ul-lo         . 

Bi  la-lSb 

Bia  bi-ls-lo 

4 

Bi-el-ie     . 

iDai    . 

BlDi      . 

Bi^-bini 

5 

Bets 

Bitamo 

Bl  a  nSh      . 

Bia  bitah 

6 

R5ha 

Mft  toniba  . 

Mo-tu-bab     . 

Bia  motobah 

7 

Bah-ia-wttlB       . 

Samba 

Sy-im-b5i      . 

Biadiswnba 

e 

Bi-«iis-ki-topa 

Sombi 

Sornbai 

Biawaaibi 

9 

Bi-ellfi-ki-tdpa-la 
b«m 

Dibu  .         . 

Di  ba  kS       . 

Bia  bi  ba  ka 

10 

Bl-ii          .        . 

Dnm  . 

I-eac-cS 

Bia  bi  ami 

11 

Bi-uMft-wulH    . 

Dnm  di  wa, . 

laficcfi-nSYoM 

12 

Bi-5-by-pa 
Bl-u-U-M  ti      . 

Dam  di  baa. 

Isoccfi  na  blbSb 

13 

leScca-na-bi  la-16h 

14 

Bi-u-]i-bi-ei-ie  . 

iBacca.nB.Bini 

15 

E.bI-e-5     . 

Isacca-na-bltfinSb 

18 

Isaoo&naHotubai 

17 

iBaocanfisy-ambai 

18 

laacca  Da  1  Bomb&i 

19 

Isacca  n&  di  buka 

20 

IcH  .        .  '     . 

Diibl 

30 

. 

Sil  la-lSh 

40 

BSoM-Ia-pi        . 

Surf 

50 

B6-ra-pK    . 

Su-U-n3h 

60 

Mot  6  bah 

70 

Sy-am-bai 

90 

Ebudih 

100 

Bgrl'SwitS    "      . 

E-ba-ki-ah 

200 

Birt&An  t& 

Bl  bla  we  bfib 

300 

Bi  b6ki-Ma-15h 

400 

Berrtl-bi-4ll6 

BibokM  bi  nt 

500 

Bib6H-S-bi  U  uSh 

Id  b,  Google 


ON  THE  KKU,  EDEEYAH,  AND  BIMBIA  LANGUAGES. 
Bt  a.  G.  Lathau,  M.D. 


The  first  of  these  vocabnlarieB  is  that  of  the  Kru  language,  or 
the  laDgaage  of  the  KmmeD,  of  the  Qrand  Baua,  between  Cape 
MesDrado  and  Cape  Palmaa. 

The  valae  of  any  philologioal  data  for  these  parts  may  be 
measared  hy  the  &ct,  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  sterile 
tracts  between  Benguete  and  the  Orange  River,  on  the  west, 
and  the  so-ealled  kingdoms  of  Inhambane,  Sabr%  Sofala,  Manica, 
and  Botonga,  between  DeUgos  Bay  and  the  Moiambique,  on 
the  east  coast  of  Africa,  no  portion  of  the  whole  8e»-board  of 
that  continent  is  so  little  known  to  the  ethnographical  philologist 
as  the  whole  traci  between  the  Sherbro  River  and  the  Gold 
Coast.  North  and  south  of  this  line  we  have,  comparatively 
speaking,  a  snffioiency  of  materials  for  the  pnrposes  of  a  Tongb 
philology,  in  the  vocabularies  for  the  tribes  around  Sierra  Leone 
and  the  Ashanti  country,  respeotivelyj  for  the  intermediate 
tract  we  have,  independent  of  Captain  Allen's  and  Dr.  Thom- 
son's Tooabulajy,  the  following  data  only. 

1.  A  Kra  rocabalary,  collected  by  Mrs.  Kilham,  at  Sierra 
Leone,  republished  in  the  Outline  of  a  VoeainUary  of  a  few  of  the 
Prinnpal  Language!  of  Watem  and  Central  Africa,  compiltd 
for  the  use  of  the  Niger  BxpedHion. — London,    1841.     About 

90  words. 

2.  A  Bassa  vocabulary.     DiUo.     About  SO  words. 

3.  A  Grebe  translation  of  the  Gospels.  Published  by  the 
American  Miseionaiy  Society,  at  Cape  Falmas.  This  is  known 
to  the  present  writer  by  report  only. 

That  the  Bassa  and  Krn  are  dialects  of  one  and  the  same 
langoage  is  evident  from  the  most  cursory  inspection  of  Mn. 
Kilham's  glossaries ;  and  as  snch  they' are  treated  by  Dr.  Pri- 
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chard,  in  the  last  edition  of  his  African  rolame  of  the  Physical 
History  of  Mankind. 

That  the  vocabulary  of  Captain  Allen  and  Dr.  Thomson 
tepresents  a  slightly  differant  dialect  of  th«  same  language  is 
evident  from  the  following  table. 

Enolisb.         T.  Fubhah.  X.  Kbu.         K.  Basba: 


Snn, 

waib 

guiro 

inro 

Mood 

ohob 

Sibo 

tabo 

SlM.         . 

r.  ; 

napi 

dra 

Water     . 

nieb 

Fire.        . 

nab. 

na 

nl 

r.in 

eribob      . 

kri» 

«>• 

Tree 

tncaa       . 

dn 

Kb. 

Stone       . 

■Ion.        . 

■oba 

eon 

Honee     . 

kai. 

seia 

bob 

Man 

alab 
bainn       , 

nign 

Et 

W^mnn   .' 

oeonn 

mono 

ni,nia 

Head 

debbn      . 

dnbo 

dm 

Bj.         . 

P    • 

in 

Eai.        . 

nyeb. 

dn 

Hontb     . 

mong 

Foot        . 

':r.  : 

flong 

so 

Arm 

■ob= 

Tig.        . 

boi.        . 

beni 

cSr        . 

aieb. 

bill 

bUine 

Skoep      . 

boquab     , 

bana 

biabi 

Fisli 

ninn 

ni 

zimi 

And  here  it  may  be  obeerred,  thai  the  Fishman  irord  for  ran 
(tfaii),  althoaf^  difiei«nt  £rom  the  Kru  and  Bassa  {gmro,  inro), 
ii  exactly  the  •ame  as  the  following : — 

EsaLtsB  son.  I    Tapoa  ehi. 

Aehanti  oaia.  Popo  onei. 

Fanti  enia.  |    Ibn  ana, 

and  probably  the  same  as  the  Bongo  void  veia  =  Jtre. 

The  anbstanttftl  correotneee  of  the  three  rooabnlariee  is  ensnred 
hy  such  a  comparison  of  the  preTiona  one;  a  comparison  which, 
neTerthelees,  still  leaves  the  probability  of  certun  accidental  and 
unavoidable  errors  in  detaiL    Thns,  in  Hn.  Kilham's  voca- 

*  Knra=field ;  Km  «f  Kilham. 


^d  by  Google 


APPBimis.  463 

bulKi?,  thne  different  ideas  ue  expreosed  by  the  wotda  dru 
uid  drr. 

Head  ^dra  -  -  Basaa. 
Star    =dre  -  -  Bassa. 
WB£ifa=:dre  -  -  Bassa. 
Thia  is  unlikely ;  at  least  it  is  leas  likely  tban  an  error  on 
tlie  part  of  the  Collector. 

From  these  three  Tocabnlaries  we  ore  enabled  to  dran-  a  few 
inferences,  even  in  regard  to  the  grammadcstl  stmcture  of  the 
Kra  dialect. 

1.  It  is  not  difGcott  to  see  that  composiUon  occnra  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  in  the  Em  language. 

(I.)  Oi=eye,  ^nani= eye-brow,  gir-waiwi^eye-hab. 

(2.)  I«6-wis=ohad,  (tt6-nib6=bfent. 

(3.)  iPt=water,  n«-labmh= stream,  nyn-gaeh= spring. 

2.  Respecting  the  tennioatios  be,  ha,  pa,  two  statements  may 
be  made. 

1  (d.)  That  it  is  no  part  of  the  root,  or  original  words. 

Head  ^Au-bo,  Km;  dm,  Baasa. 
B&ila-=lA-'b%,  Km;  jiniu,  Baasa. 

2  (6.)  That  it  appears  in  other  African  languages  with  a  simi- 
lar non-radical  power. 

Good=OM(,  Aehanti;  ow,  Fanti;  oU-^a^  fiassa,  of  Kilbam. 
TakesnauA-bi,  Kra,  of  KUham;  nelee,  Tapua. 

3.  Sespeoting  n  at  the  beginning  of  words,  it  may  be  asserted 
that  it  is  frequently  non-nulioaL 

Cooik  =n(i-pinde,  Kra;  pie,  fiafisa. 
Drink=na-ni,  Kni;  na,  Basaa. 
Give  =n»-niem,  Km;  niio,  Baesa. 
Hear  sin<l-ttra,  Km;  nra,  Bassa. 
See  =tKi-jio,  Kra;  je,  Bisea. 
Speak=na-ara,  Km;  um,  Bassa. 
Obterve,  that  it  is  the  Kra  dialect  when  the  n  ooetin,  and 
that  it  is  the  rerbs  that  exhibit  it. 

4.  Eespecting  n  at  the  end  of  words,  it  nay  also  be  asserted 
it  is  frequently  non-radical. 

Cow=bili,  Kra;  blilne,  Bassa. 
Further  minntis  of  titis  kind  may  be  worked  out  by  the  strnly 
of  even  the  existing  materials. 
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The  broader  qneBtion  of  the  general  ethnological  affinities  of 
the  Knt  dialeota  is  the  qnestion,  that,  in  the  present  state  of  onr 
knowledge,  is  the  most  important. 

There  is  erety  reaaon  to  believe,  that,  although  ve  irant 
information  concerning  the  dialects  of  nnmerons  localities  on  the 
Grain,  Ivory,  and  Pepper  Coasts,  we  are  still  iu  possession  of 
a  considersble  amount  of  knowledge  as  to  the  affinities  of  the 
langaages  north  and  eonth  of  the  Km  area. 

It  is  not  likely  that,  to  the  north,  any  language  different  in 
kind  from  those  already  known  will  he  discovered  between  the 
Grain  Coast  and  Sierra  Leone,  where  we  find  the  Bnllom,  Tim- 
mani,  and  Snsn  langnagee,  of  the  great  Mandingo  class. 

Nor  is  it  likely  that,  to  the  eonth,  any  langnage  different  in 
kind  from  those  already  known  will  be  discovered  between  the 
Giwn  Coast  and  the  Gold  Coast,  where  we  find  the  Fanti, 
Ashanti,  Acra,  and  other  langnages  of  the  great  Ashanti,  or 
Ibo-Ashanti  class. 

Fnrtliennore,  even  in  respect  to  the  interior,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable that  we  know,  in  kind,  the  langnages  to  the  back  of  the 
Kra  country.  The  Asokko,  or  Sokko,  a  langnage  of  which 
specimens  are  given  in  the  Mithridates,  and  which  is  allied  to 
the  Mandingo,  is  stated  to  be  conterminous  with  the  Ashanti; 
whilst  the  Koiig  and  Garman  nnmerals  of  Bowdich,  representing 
langnages  of  the  interior,  are  Mandingo  also. 

Hence,  it  is  probable  that  the  languages  of  the  Km  class  are 
conterminons  with  the  langnages  of  the  Mandingo  and  Ashanti 
olass — those  terms  being  taken  with  a  general  signidcatioa. 

Now,  without  going  fiirther  than  Mrs.  Kilbam's  tables,  we 
may  safely  make  the  three  following  statements. 

1.  That  the  Km  languages  are  by  ue  means  isolated;  but 
that  they  have  misoellaneoua  affinities  with  the  languages  with 
which  they  are  conterminoos,  and  with  the  language  of  the  west 
coast  of  A&ioa  in  general. 

2.  That  they  have  affinities  with  the  Mandingo  and  Ashanti 
dialects  more  than  with  any  others. 

3.  That  the  evidence  of  the  following  table  is  in  favour  of  the 
Ashanti  affinities  being  greater  than  the  Mandingo. 
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Km 

nnmo. 

Bun 

lah. 

Molo 

Ibol 

nnona. 

KDIgO 

Kongo 

auni. 

Konba 

iuoe. 

English 

bowl. 

Km 

popa. 

Timmimi 

apepo. 

Enqlisu 

bowl. 

Bun 

A«hanti 

ok-ura 

Booin 

Ian. 

BiHom 

kaia. 

ENaiuH 

bay. 

Km 

na-tie. 

Aah&nti 

loh. 

Fonti 

to. 

GNQLian 

door. 

Km 

bango. 

Ashanti 

opnno. 

Faoti 

C: 

Akoong. 

Enqlish 

drink. 

Km 

nan). 

Baan 

Fanti 

uani. 

Woloff 

D&ua. 

Akuon^a 

Congo 

uua. 

EsGLiaa 

ear 

Baaia 

<!«.■ 

Popo 

to. 

Fat 

ti. 

Ako 

etL 

Ibn 

nti. 

Aknonga 

atu. 

EnauiB 

eat. 

Kra 

die. 

Baaaa 

di. 

Fanti 

die. 

App. 

ji- 

KiBBi 

dni. 

Timmuii 

di. 

Congo 

dia. 

Ekolish 

eye. 

Basw 

•A 

Uhobo 

am. 

Enolibh 

fire. 

Kro 

na. 

Bu» 

ni. 

Ako 

inna. 

Akuonga 

ago. 

Enqluh 

fish. 

Km 

ni. 

niiee. 

^'- 

P^ 

nge. 

Ekolibh 

fowl. 

Km 

aong. 

Baasa 

80. 

Bambarra 

"2i 

BiiUom 

Conp> 

Enqlish 

foot. 

Bassa 

boI>. 

BuUom 

beh. 

English 

give. 

Bawa 

niio. 

Popo 

naue. 

Enolibo 

gwit. 

Bassa 

Timmani 

air. 

Enqlish 

grass. 

Baasa 

pi. 

Kisai 

pnio. 

pal. 

Enclibh 

band. 

Bawa 

Bob. 

Aalianti 

inoa. 

ENOLiaB 

iron. 

Bassa 

ne. 

MandinEo 

ne. 
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Enoubb 

large. 

Basm 

toiig. 

Bum 

otonir. 

Popo 

diJ 

ABlumti 

OtD. 

Fanti 

om. 

English 

■ee. 

Ekqubh 

man. 

Km 
Baasa 

Appa 

f-i'"- 

Bmm 
Handingo 

r 

'L 

Enqlish 

milk. 

Ekoush 

te 

Bum 

noni 

Era 

M«idi»go 

nono. 

Bu» 

bla. 

Bambun 

nono. 

FdUIi 

baU. 

Koan 

sniie. 

Koana 

bari. 

HonBSft 

nono. 

Emousb 

.leap, 
nuna. 

Emqubh 

milk. 

Kru 

Km 

teho. 

moh. 

Basn 

teho. 

INuili 

namn. 

Appa 

oshia. 

Karabs 

Tapna 

«tn)h. 

Popo 

Bang. 

stone. 

Ehglisb 

mother. 

Kn 

Bobre. 

Km 

Basm 

MU. 

Baasa 

ne 

AshaDti 

obreo. 

Asliaiitt 

'• 

Fanti 

abre. 

Popo 
Enqlibh 

month. 

Koreti 
Ki»i 

peh. 
poneh. 

Busa 

mong. 

ElTOLUB 

enn. 

Benin 

mieuo. 

Km 

guiro. 

ESQUBB 

oil. 

Baaaa 

inro. 

Km 

kina. 

Ako 

onmg. 

BoUom 

knainsia. 

Emglish 

take. 

Eholisb 

rioe. 

Ktu 

naukbi. 

Km 

kuo. 

Tapua 

neki. 

Fot 

nkon. 

Ho^ 

danki. 

Benin 

koon. 

English 

tree. 

rice. 

Kru 

tn. 

Bun 

mo. 

Bunt 

teher. 

Asluuiti 

emo. 

Aflhanti 

idnia. 

English 

rirer 

Fanti 

ondrea. 

Km 

ni-b^ 

Katab. 

itL 

M&ndingo 

ba. 

ElTOLISH 

veil,  good 

Emolibb 

Bait. 

Baaia 

uireir. 

Km 

to. 

Wolol 

nier. 
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WOBUUk 

Ehqush 

wood 

uiono. 

Km 

Hue. 

nenu. 

Bua 

Hie. 

oann. 

A.luiiili 

eini 

Fanti 

eim^ 

4(7 


The  Bimbia  Tooabokry  of  Captain  Allen  and  Dr.  Thonuon  is 
tbo  first  that  has  been  Uid  before  the  irorld  of  the  dialeet  of  the 
Rirer  Bimbia. 

Those  of  the  dialecto  nearest  to  the  Bimbia,  in  respect  to  their 
geographical  position,  are  the  folloTTiitg>— 

For  th«  North  of  tht  Bimbia.  The  following  TOcabnlaries  of 
different  Ibo  langoages : — 

1.  The  Moko  of  Mrs.  Eilham. 

2.  Ibo  of  Clapperton. 

3.  The  Ibo  of  the  Niger  VocabnIarieB. 

4.  The  Ibo  of  Mm  Kilham. 

5.  A  short  US.  Bonny  Vocabalaiy,  with  whioh  the  present 
writer  bu  been  favoured  by  Dr.  Daniel. 

6.  A  similar  one  of  the  Old  Calebar. 

7.  The  Karaba  of  Mrs.  Kilbam. 

8.  The  Bonny  Nnmerals  of  the  Niger  Vooabnlariee. 

9.  A  few  Ibo  words  in  Dr.  Daniel's  MS.,  marked  Ibo  not  0f 
a«Qua. 

10.  ^Idnet  WihIerbwA  der  Bonny-Spradtt.  By  Kahler. 
Known  only  to  me  by  a  reference  of  Julg's  to  the  J/bnotebsricb 
der  Berliner  GeograpKixhe  Qeidltckajl.     No.  S,  8. 

11.  Robertsou's  Vocabulary  <f  the  Old  CaiAar  Language. 
Notes  on  Africa.     London.    1S18. 

12.  A  few  Honin  words  in  the  Jonmal  of  the  Royal  Oeogia- 
phioal  Society,  toL  rii.,  p.  393. 

For  Ae  South  of  the  Bimbia.  The  following  Vooabnlmrioi  of 
the  Cameioons  and  daboon  Hirers. 

1.  A  US.  Gameroona  Vocabulary,  in  the  Library  of  the 
Asiatio  Society. 

2.  VoctAtdaire  de  la  Langvt  Ponga,  Taken  by  M.  PaciSqne 
Henri  Delaporte,  on  board  the  Malouine  Correttc,  from  the 
montii  of  Oino,  nephew  to  the  King  <^  6abo<m,  MhHoira  de 
la  SociiU  Ethnologique.    Tome  II. 

2H2 
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3.  Bowdich's  Empooqwa  Numenls.     BowdJoh's  Aihanti. 

3,  4,  5,  6.  The  Sheekui,  Kajlee,  Oongoomo,  uid  Oongnbai 
NumeraJa  of  Bowdioh.  Allied  to  each  other  and  to  the  Em- 
poongwa. 

6.  The  Rungo  Vocabolaiy  of  Mrs.  Kilham. 

7-  The  Bongo  Vocabulary  of  Mm.  Kilhant. 

8.  The  Cape  Lopei  Voaabalary  of  the  Mithridatea. 

9.  A  Poongwee  Grammar.  Bj  the  American  Misaionariea. 
Known  to  me  only  through  a  reference  of  Mr.  Bartlett'a*. 

With  none  of  these,  however,  has  the  Bimbia  any  very  close 
and  iinmiet«keable  affinity.  Out  of  more  than  20  words,  the 
followiog  are  the  only  onea  which  it  has  in  common  with  the 
Ponga  of  Delaporte. 

Enqllsh.  Bimbia,  Pomqua. 

Smoke         .         .  itutu  .         .  toutou 

House         ,         .  dawok  ,  nao 

Dog  .         .  umbah  .  meboua 

Fish  .         .  lueh  ,         .  ueU 

As  compared  with  a  short  list  from  the  MS.  Camerooas  voca- 
bularies, the  Bimbia  exhibits  the  following  scanty  affinities. 


Bimbia 

Popo 

Aknonga 

Enolub 

Bimbia 

Fant« 

Tapua 

Popo 

Ibn 

Enolibh 

Bimbia 


star. 

Eholish 

sea. 

sumbi. 

Bimbia 

manja. 

tumbi. 

modena. 

sungvi. 
mambi. 

B^n^'  ■ 

madiba. 

Englisb 

house. 

sun. 

Bimbia 

dawoh. 

ewi. 

Mofco 

ndap. 

euia. 
ehi. 

Benin 

nlap*. 

euei. 

Enolwh 

man. 

Bimbia 

mota. 

Cameroons 

mut«i. 

moon. 

engondah. 

English 

woman. 

gonnti. 

Bimbia 

mytu. 

mother. 

Cameroons 

BlUtO. 

yij'eh. 

English 

brother. 

lai. 

Bimbia 

nanyangami 

iia 

Kamba 

uenitki^i. 

Bimbia 
Bomu 
Ako 


•The  ProgMM  of  Eamology.     By  J.  RuBsell  BartletL    New 
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Sir'- 

&b. 

English 
Bimbift 
Bongo 
Camerooua 

fire, 
weah 

Tea. 

Ineh. 
eli. 

Ekolish 

Bimbift 

Bongo 

Ekolisb 

Bimbift 

Uhobo 


Tb«  Edeeyftb  TocabnlaTy  of  Captftin  Alien  aad  Dr.  Tbomeon 
represento  one  of  the  dialeota  of  Fernando  Po,  and,  like  the 
Bimbia,  is  the  first  of  its  kind  thftt  bas  been  laid  before  tbe  world. 

Its  origin  maat,  of  oonrse,  be  sought  for  on  the  continent.  Now, 
the  langoftgee  of  tbe  sea-coast  which  are  most  likely  to  illustrate 
the  Edeeyah  are,  geographioftUy  considered,  the  following:— 

1.  The  Bimbia. 

Z.  The  Cameroons. 

3.  The  Languages  of  the  Delta  of  the  Niger. 

Nevertheless,  its  affinities  are  both  scanty  and  miscellaneous. 


Enolibh 

snn 

Enolibh 

eye. 

Ediyah 

itoki. 

Ediyah 

Dokko. 

Kongo 

utanga. 

Pes^ 

n&iko. 

English 

star. 

Popo 

Dwkoo. 

Ediyah 

iettewaUe. 

EMOLieH 

fcot 

^X 

itia. 
tete. 

Ediyah 

djkot<h 
ukot.  . 

Ekolibh 
Rnngo 
AkuoDffft 
Karaba 

stone, 
ido. 
ntei. 
itiut. 

Enqlish    ■ 
Ediyah 
Akuonga   ' 

ann. 

loboh.- 

nboh=huid. 

Emolish 

man. 

Enolisb 

h«d. 

Ediyah 

Konri 

Enolish 

bulah. 
abalu.    ■ 
brother. 

Ediyah 
Mandingo  ' 
hambarra 

biolU.. 
Halo, 
bull.  ' 

Ediyah 

bnniiuom. 

Enqlisb 

sheep.  - 

Fanti 

MjJ,      , 

enohodda. 

Enolibq 

head. 

Ako 

agnto.. 

Ediyah 

etna. 

Uhobo 

o«»S«'". 

Tap-^ua 

tab. 

English 

bird.    ■ 

AkuoDga 

ete. 

Edirah 

sinodi. 

Enqlish 

forehead. 

»ol.li 

sandu. 

Ediyah 
Bnllom 

epullu. 

Emolibh 

oiL 

bnU=head. 

Ediyah 

bite. 

Kiasi 

bnleDg=dD. 

Aknonga 

but. 

idbiGoogle 


Upon  the  whole  it  is  not  safe,  in  tii«  preeent  stat«  of  onz 
knowledge,  to  ptooe  any  of  the  above-mentioned  langaitgea  with 
any  speciflo  accuracy.  That  they  hare  miscellaneons  affinitiea 
is  nndonbted.  Tbeee  particular  affinities  hara  yet  to  be  deter- 
mined. It  may  also  be  added  that  the  Edeeyah  and  Bimbia  are 
moie  alike  than  the  Km  and  Edeeyah,  or  the  Kru  and  Bimbia, 

Upper  Southwide  Street, 
January  21,  1848. 


It  is  niifortiinat«  that  the  Gameroons  vooabnlary,  to  which 
Dr.  Latham  had  acoes^  when  comparing  that  language  with  the 
Bimbia,  aboald  hare  been  so  very  scanty.  The  merest  glanoe 
at  the  arranged  rocabniaries  of  the  several  languages  now  giren, 
shews  the  evident  affinity  between  the  Daalla  and  Bimbia :  taks 


tba  foUooiig : 
Enolibh. 

DUALLA 

BmBU. 

Fire       .        .        . 

V<xh. 

Weah 

F.th« 
Fiah 

irr: 

?*■ 

Fowl 

Ubah   . 

Cabali 

Ocd 

Aluba. 

Lobah 

Sff 

Batt    . 

Balgl 

Toano  . 

Toneh 

KOM 

Kmba. 

H'binbah 

Parrot 

Engnan 

Engoaoh 

BaiD 

Btiab    . 

Ba-ah 

Bainbon 

Hnnn 

Yongo 

Smoka 

lUlii    . 

Itata 

Saa 

H^^-U 

Buogah 

Slave 

Uokambi 

Town 

Boa     . 

Bu-kah 

Tartlo 

Ekn     . 

Ekn 

and  nuDerooe  others.  The  dialect  of  the  people  of  the  Amboise 
Island^  is  a  snbdiviwon  of  the  Dnalla.  We  subjoin  a  few 
words  in  which  there  is  an  approximation  of  the  Edeeyah, 
Dnalla,  and  Bimbia. 
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Enoliw. 
Eyelaoh  . 
IVe 
Hur 
Hand 
Night 
Nul 
Nice 
Paddle 
Parrot 
Smoke 
ShadoT 
Soft 
Town 
Wing 

So  that  in  one  part  of  the  namtire,  perhaps  we  have  slightly 
underrated  the  philological  affinities  between  the  Edeeyahs  and 
their  neighbours. 

It  will  be  seen  by  looking  at  the  short  list  of  the  Bamboko 
nnmersis,  (for  wbioh  and  the  Gameroons  rocabulary,  we  are 
indebted  to  Mr,  Lilley,)  that  it  oomMprads  closely  with  the 
Dnalla  and  BimUa.  T.  R.  H.  T. 


Edesyah. 

DuALlA. 

&:    : 

hnpa-muii 
Boaea 

I-.il-U  . 
Bi-ella  . 

K:-  •  ■ 

Boohlo  . 

Butn      . 

Entako  . 

Tonno   . 

Ilndi      . 

Idolli 

E»e.pi  .        . 

Pyi        .         . 

Eaeg     . 

Engusn 

E-utu    . 

Itntu 

Briki-riki       . 

Idinga-idittga 

Obottn-bottn . 

Botti-botti 

b™ 

Boa       . 

Apip.  . 

Mapapa 

Paki 
Engosoh 
Itutn 
Elui-ge 

Bokah 
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MAMMALIA. 

Order  I.    PRIMATES. 
Fuoily  I.    HouHiDJt. 

Meaturement  of  tome  of  the  Wat  African  TrAa. 

Edeeyah,  from  ax&minatiou  of  1 5  males. 

Hdght 5ft.  8i  ID. 

FmubI  angle,  72°j  most  bronrsblej  74°5;  least  do.,  70°, 
From  oocipital  protuberance  to  nasal  spiae    .     ISf  in. 
From  meatoa  aaditorius  eztemna  to  the  other    13^  in. 
From  troehftQter  major  to  the  groQod        .         32}  in. 
Rotmd  the  cheat 374  '**■ 

Krut,  ^m  examination  of  9  males. 

Height 5ft.  5|  in. 

Fadal  angle  rather  above  7I°j  most  hvounble,  74°; 

least  do.,  70°. 
From  occipital  protuberance  to  nasal  spine     .    1 4  in. 
From  meatus  anditorins  extemos  to  the  other    13^  in. 
From  trochanter  major  to  the  ground    .         .     32(  in. 
Round  the  ehest 34j  in. 
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Piikmen,  from  examination  of  10  males, 

Heiglit SfLBiia. 

Facial  an^le  not  quite  71°;   most  hrounble,    74°5; 

least  do.,  Bd'S. 
From  occipital  protuberance  to  naaal  spine      13^  in. 
From  meatns  anditorius  ezt^mus  to  the  other    13^  in. 
From  trochanter  major  to  the  ground  .        33  in. 

Round  the  chest 361  in. 

Mandingoet,  from  examination  of  6  males. 

Height 5ft  0  in. 

Facial  angle  TS";  most  fi^Tonrable,  73°;  least  do.,  71°. 
From  occipital  protuberanoe  to  nasal  spine  .  1 9}  in. 
From  meatus  auditoHos  extemns  to  the  other  13^  in. 
From  trochanter  major  to  the  ground  .        36  in. 

Ronnd  the  chest 32|  in. 

Thus  the  Mandingoes  are  much  the  tallest  of  these  four  tribes, 
but  with  leaser  dimensions  of  ohest,  and  a  comparatively  groater 
length  of  lower  extremities.  The  general  proportions  of  the 
head,  are  nearly  alike  in  all,  as  far  as  can  be  jndged  from 
measurements,  taken  in  the  living  subject,  laterally  from  one 
meatus  auditorius  extemus  to  the  other,  and  lengljiways  from 
the  occipital  protuberance  to  the  nasal  spine.  As  regards  the 
facial  angle,  the  Edoeyahs  may  be  considered  to  hold  the  highest 
position;  secondly,  the  Mandingoes;  thirdly,  the  Kms;  and 
lastly,  the  Fiahmen. 

We  regret,  that,  in  consequeuce  of  the  superstitious  fears  of 
the  other  tribes,  we  were  unable  to  proouro  their  admeasure- 
ments. 

Family  II.     SiviADf. 

C(Mut  PmnaiUii.     (Waterhouse,  in  Proo.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond., 
May  8,  1838.) 
CoL    supra   nigrescens,   ad   latera  fulvescenti-mfas:    subtus 
flaveecens;  cauda  fusoo-nigricaute ;  genis  albis. 

Longitudo  capitis- corporisque  .         27  unc.  0  lin. 

„         candle    ....         29  0 

Habitat.    Fernando  Po. 
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"The  proTuling  colour  ia  bright  msty  red;  the  head,  back 
of  the  neck,  and  the  central  portion  of  the  back,  are  black;  the 
cheeks  and  throat  white  or  dirty  white;  chest,  foie  part  of  the 
ehouldere,  the  under  parts  of  body  and  inner  side  of  the  limbs 
are  dirty  yellow;  inner  side  of  the  thigba  whitish;  the  h^rs  of 
the  tail  are  brownisb  bla«k.  The  fur  is  long  and  not  rery 
glossy;  that  on  the  head  and  fore  parts  of  the  body  beiog 
longest.  There  is  no  soft  under  fur;  the  hairs  are  of  an  nniform 
colour  to  the  base,  or  at  least  in  a  very  slight  degree  paler  at 
that  part.  The  portion  of  the  back  wbich  ia  described  as  black, 
partakes  slightly  of  the  rusty  hue  which  prevails  over  the  other 
parts  of  the  body;  it  oeoapies  but  a  narrow  portion  of  the  back, 
and  blends  indistinctly  into  the  mat  colour.  The  lower  parts  of 
the  limbs  are  blackish  below  the  knees  and  elbows  externally, 
but  within  yellowish  white. 

Preeented  by  Dr.  Thomson  to  the  British  Husenm. 

Oolohu   Satanat.     (Waterhouse,   in   Froo.   Zool,   Soa.  Load., 
May  8,  1838.) 
Col.  niger;  Tollere  longissimo. 

Longitudo  capitis  coiporisque  •         31  unc.  0  lin. 

„  oaudn     ....         36  0 

HabitaL    Fernando  Po.     Called  by  the  natiTee,  Muoho. 
"  It  is  of  an  aniform  black  colour.     The  longest  hiurs  on  th« 
baek  measnie  ten  inches.     The  fiir  is  but  slightly  glossy,  and 
the  hairs  are  of  an  nniform  colour  to  the  base.    There  is  no 
under  fnt. 

Cereopitieeui  Erythroiu.    (Waterhouse,  in  Proc.  ZooL  Soc. 
Lond.,  Hay  8,  1838.) 

Cere  grisens;  pilis  corporis  supri  flavo  nigroqne  aonnlaUs; 
gnl&  genisqne  albis;  brachiis  nigreeoenUhns;  <snd&  splendid^ 
ruK,  Unci  nigrescente  per  partem  snperiorem  ezcunente,  apice 
nigrescente;  regione  anali  aaribneque  mfis. 

Longitudo  capitis-corporisqne          .  17  unc  0  lin. 

„         candn 23  0 

Habitat     Fernando  Po.     Called  by  the  natires,  MobUi. 

"  The  hiurs  on  the  upper  parts  of  the  body  are  black  annulated 
with  yellow;  on  the  hinder  parts  of  the  ba4^  the  yellow  assumes 
a  deep  golden  hne,  hot,  unlike  the  Moustache  monkey,  the 
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black  prerails  oy«r  the  yelloir;  on  tlie  sides  of  the  body  and 
the  onter  side  of  the  hind  legi,  the  burs  »b  greTish;  and  on  tbe 
belly  and  inner  eide  of  the  limbs  tbey  are  greyish  while:  tbe 
fore  legs  are  blaokish  externally;  a  dark  ourk  extends  back- 
wards from  the  eye  to  the  ear;  below  this  on  the  cheeks  there 
is  a  tnft  of  white  burs,  beneath  which  the  hairs  are  griuled 
black  and  yellow;  tip  of  the  nose  and  ears,  and  greater  part  of 
the  tul  nuty  red. 

Presented  by  Dr.  Thomsoo  to  the  British  Moseam. 

Certopithtcttt  Bumetti.    (G»y,  Ann.  Nat.  Hist.,  1842,  p.  S56.) 

Cero.  «nereo-nigTo;  gait,  genis,  abdomine,  braebiis,  femo- 
ribns  iatAs,  dnereo-albidis;  vellere  longo,  oopioso,  rigido,  infe- 
riord  pallido;  candft  pHis  flarescenti-fnscis  indntft. 

LoDgitndo  capitis,  eorporiaqne,  19  nno.  0  lin. 

Habitat.     Fernando  Po. 

"The  pi«Tailing  colour  is  greyish  blaok;  head,  neck,  and 
upper  part  of  the  back,  yellow  dotted;  throat,  cheeks,  abdo- 
men, inner  sides  of  fore  legs  and  thi^s,  greyish  white;  face 
black;  hair  of  the  cheek  and  forehead  yellow,  with  a  small  taft 
of  black  hair  over  each  eye;  fur  very  thick,  hairs  long,  rather 
rigid,  pale  at  the  base,  then  greyish  black;  those  of  the  head, 
neck,  and  upper  part  of  the  baok  and  base  of  the  tul,  with  two 
or  three  broad  yelloW'brown  snbterminal  bands.  It  was  named 
by  Mr.  Oray,  Bametti,  in  compliment  to  Sir  William  Burnett, 
the  distinguished  Medical  Direotor-Qeneral  of  Her  Majesty's 
Nayy. 

Preeented  by  Dr.  Thomson  to  the  British  Mnsenm. 

CtreopUhtau  Poffoniat.    (Bennet,  in  Proo.  Zool.  Soc  Lend., 

Jane,  1833.) 
Cero.  nigresoens,  albo  punctnlatns;  dorso  medio,  prymnft, 
caoda  npernd  et  ad  apioem,  fasci&que,  temporali  nigris;  fronte, 
Bcelidibnsqne  ezt«nid  flavidis,  nigro  pnnctnlatis;  roystacibos 
longissimis,  albido-flavescentibos ;  oorpore  oand^ne  subtile, 
artubnsque  intoro^,  flarido-nifls. 

Long,  corporis  cam  oapite         .        .        17  una 

„     candn 24 

Habitat.    Fernando  Po,  Western  Africa. 
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"  The  hairs  of  the  npper  anrface  are  black,  ringed  with 
whitish,  producing  a  griuled  appearance,  which  oocnpies  the 
back  part  of  the  head,  the  fore  part  of  the  baok,  the  ndes,  the 
outer  SDrfoce  of  the  anterior  limbs  and  the  posterior  hands.  In 
the  middle  of  the  back  commencee  a  broad  bhw^k  patch,  which 
extends  to  the  tail,  and  is  continned  along  its  npper  snrfitce  for 
abont  two-thirds  <^  the  length  of  that  organ,  the  remaining  por- 
tion being  black  both  abore  aod  below.  On  the  forehead  the 
hairs  are  Tellowiah  ringed  with  black;  a  few  black  hairs  occupy 
the  middle  line;  and  on  each  side  pasnng  from  above  the  eye 
to  the  ear,  is  a  broad  patch  of  black.  The  wbisken  expand 
very  broadly  on  each  side  of  the  face;  the  hairs  composing  them 
are  yellowish  white,  occasionally,  hot  very  sparingly,  ringed 
with  dusky  black;  the  ear  has  internally  a  long  toft  of  hairs 
of  the  same  ooloar  with  that  of  the  whiskers;  the  outer  side  of 
the  hinder  limbs,  the  hands  excepted,  is  yellowish  grissted  with 
black,  thwr  colour  beiog  intermediate  in  intensity  between  the 
lightest  portion  of  the  sides  and  the  whiskers;  the  nnder  surfaoe 
of  the  body,  the  insides  of  the  limbs,  and  the  nnder  surface  of 
the  proximal  two-third  of  the  tMl,  are  reddish  yellow. 

Specimens  presented  to  the  British  Museum  and  Zoological 
Society,  by  Dr.  Thomson. 


Family  IV.     Lehchida. 
Galago  Alleni.      (Waterhonse,  in  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.,  Lond.,  1837.) 
6a).    anribns  permagnis,    dtgitis  perlongia;    veltere  intensi 
plambeo,  rofesoente-lavato ;  corpore  subtus  flavo  layato. 

Longitndo  ab  apice  rostri  ad  caudte  basin     8  uoc  1  lin. 


Latitndo  auris 0 

Longitudo  poUiois  antepe<1nui  .  .  0 
„  digiti  longissimi  ,  .  ,1 
„  policis  pedum  poeticorum  .  0 
„  digiti  longiEsinii  .  .  .1 
„        pedis  poetici  a  calcp  ad  apicem 

digitomm         .        .        .2 


H 


Id  b,  Google 


APPBKDIX,  477 

Habitat     Fernando  Po,  Western  A&ioa. 

"  This  animal,  which  hss  four  inciaors  in  the  npper  jaw  and 
six  in  the  lower,  is  abont  the  same  size  as  the  Galago  Sene- 
gaimtu,  bat  may  readilj  be  dirtingnislied  from  tliat  species  by 
the  greater  sue  of  the  ears,  and  the  great  length  of  the  fingers 
and  toes.  In  the  colouring  there  is  also  a  differeuoe,  G,  Sene- 
galmtit  being  grey  washed  with  yellow,  whereas  Q.  AlUni  Js  of 
a  deep  slate  grey,  all  the  hairs  of  the  upper  part  being  of  a  rusty 
yellow  at  the  apex,  or,  as  on  the  fore-legs,  nisty  at  the  tip. 
The  under  parts  of  the  body  are  of  a  paler  has  than  the  apper, 
the  hurs  being  of  a  dirty  yellow  colour  at  the  tip;  but,  like 
thoee  of  the  upper  parts,  they  are  of  a  slate  giey  for  the  greater 
portion  of  their  length;  on  the  throat  and  chin  each  hair  is 
whitish  at  the  apex.  The  hairs  covering  the  feet  are  of  a  deep 
brown  colonr.     The  tail  is  dusky  brown. 

This  animal  was  named  Alleni  by  Hr.  Waterhouse  in  hononr 
of  C^itun  W.  Allen,  R.N.,  who  brought  one  to  England  on  hia 
first  Tiut  to  the  Niger. 

A  specimen  was  presented  to  the  British  Unseum  by  Dr. 
Thomson. 

Family  VI.     Vbspbrtilionid^. 

J^inolophm  Martini.     (Fraser,   in    Proc.   Zool.   Soc.   Lend., 
Feb.  1643.) 

Bhin.  anribus  magnis  apud  froutem  inter  se  spatio  angnsto 
sejuootis;  rostro  foseft  oblonga  supenif),  antic^  quatuor  appen- 
dioutis  cameis,  vix  elevatis  (duobus  utrinque)  tectfi :  prosthematd 
nasali  lougitudin alitor  diviso;  fossft  frontali  postic^  oulmine 
semicircnlari  dense  vellere  induto,  collimetatA;  cand&  lungft  et 
cartilagine  bifurc&  terminatft;  patagio  ad  pedes  basim  solum- 
modo  dncto;  colore  cinereo-fusco,  subtils  canescente. 

Long.  tot.  3  unc.  5  lin. 

Volatus  amplitudo 
„       latitude  n 

Antebrachium 


CandiD 
Habitat    Fernando  Po, 
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"  Thia  epedes  of  Rhirulopkai  la  Mmarluble  for  luniog  the 
eomplioated  fleshy  appeudagee  of  the  mnule  dirided  in  the 
longitadinal  diieotion.  Each  half  of  this  appcmtns  u  eompoBod 
of  two  leaflets,  the  margiiu  of  irhich  are  free,  tiiongh  but  little 
olerated;  the  foiemoot  of  iheee  ie  shaped  aomewhat  like  the 
human  ear,  and  tenniaatea  in  front  in  a  amall  prominent  lobe, 
which  is  situated  over  the  opening  of  the  noetril;  the  aeoond  or 
hindmost  leaflet  on  each  nde  approaches  to  a  circular  form. 
Upon  separating  these  four  leaflets,  a  large  pit  is  obserrablo 
on  the  upper  surface  of  the  mnule,  and  the  hinder  margin  of 
this  pit  terminates  in  a  nearly  semieircnlar  and  slightly  eleratad 
fleshy  ridge,  which  is  densely  covered  with  fur.  The  ears  are 
large,  rounded  at  the  extremity,  but  inolining  to  a  pointed  form, 
and  separated  from  each  other  on  the  top  of  the  bead  by  a  space 
of  about  two  and  a  half  lines  in  wid^;  on  the  inner  side,  and 
towards  the  base,  is  a  narrow  oblique  ridge;  the  tragus  is  about 
two  and  a  half  lines  in  length,  narrow,  rounded  at  the  extremity, 
and  somewhat  dilated  near  the  base  on  the  enter  margin.  Th« 
wing  and  inter-femoral  membranes  join  the  foot  at  the  base; 
the  Utter  extends  to  the  extremity  of  the  tail,  which  terminates 
in  a  bifurcated  oartilsge;  numerous  minute  papills  are  obserr- 
able  on  the  margin  of  the  inter-femoral  membrane.  The  general 
colour  of  the  animal  in  spirit  ia  grey-brown,  but  with  an  ashy 
tint  on  the  under  parts  of  the  body,  and  is  darker  than  that  of 
the  Shiaole^ui  Hippotideroi  of  anthots. 

Rhinol<^hiu  Landeri,    (Martin,  in  Proe.  ZooL  Soc.  Lond., 
1837.) 

Rhin.  TeUere  molti,  et  pulchrd  caataneo-rnfeaoente;  auribus 
acntis,  patulis,  erectia,  ad  latus  exterina  emarginatis,  et  lobo 
rotundato  accessorio  inatmctisj  prosthemate  duplice;  anterior* 
bidentato  cam  si^ho  parrulo  ad  basin  antjoam,  hOc  ferro-equino 
membianaceo  circnmdato ;  prosthemate  poateriore  ad  basin  traas- 
verrim  sinnato,  ad  apicem  acnto ;  farro  equino  membranaceo,  lato, 
margins  libero  antic^  bifido,  pollice  breri,  gracili,  in  msmbrauA 
subtus  per  dimtdium  inclnso;  nngne  parrulo;  antibrachiia 
robusUa;  croribaa  gracilibus ;  pata^ia  nigrioantibiu. 
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LoDgitndo  oorporU  com  capite  •     1  nnc  4^  lin. 

„  caada  ....  0  9 
„  aoriam  ....  0  7i 
„  uitibnohii ....  1  7^ 
„  crniia  ....  0  8 
„  oalcauei  ....  0  1^ 
FrMthematia  longitudo  .02 

Alaxnm  amplitndo       ....     8  0 

HabiUt  Fernando  Po,  Western  Africa. 
"  This  beautiful  little  species  of  Bat  is  a  j^aiue  Bkinolojikiu; 
the  nasal  appendages  consist  of  a  horse-shoe,  a  crest,  and  an 
elevated  leaf.  The  hoiBenahoe  is  broad  with  indications  of  a 
double  furrow;  its  outer  mai^n  is  free  and  bifid  anteriorty. 
In  its  centre  is  placed  a  Uttle  cup-like  depression  with  an 
elevated  rim,  from  the  back  of  which  rises  a  bifid  crest,  not 
much  elevated;  the  larger  apex  is  the  posterior  of  the  two.  On 
each  side  of  this  orest  and  behind  it,  the  skin  continued  from 
the  horse-shoe,  and  forming  the  base  of  the  leaf,  is  farrowed  by 
two  deep  bat  unequal  tulei,  with  a  marked  posterior  ridge, 
elevated  across  the  base  of  the  leaf,  which  latter  ends  in  a  short 
acnte  lanceolate  point;  posteriorly  it  is  covered  with  short  hain, 
anteriorly  it  is  nearly  naked.  Its  leng;tib  is  two  lines.  The 
ears  are  large,  broad,  and  pointed;  the  outer  margin  is  emar- 
ginated,  and  passes  into  a  large  rounded  accessory  lobe,  closing 
the  ear  ulteriorly.  The  aiUibraehia  are  short,  the  thumbs  small, 
the  tibia  slender.  The  fur  is  soft  and  delicate,  and  of  a  fine 
light  or  mfooB  chestnut,  a  little  darker  on  the  middle  of  the 
back;  the  wings  are  blackish.  Captain  W.  Allen,  R.N,,  bronght 
this  animal  to  England  in  1834. 

Mr.  Martin  named  it  after  the  celebrated  traveller,  Richard 
Lander ;  and,  by  a  strange  coincidence,  the  specimen  forwarded 
to  the  Zoological  Society,  London,  by  Dr.  Thomson,  was  shot 
near  Lander's  grave.  It  is  only  met  with  in  the  more  secluded 
parts  of  the  woods  at  Fernando  Po. 

Kerivovla  Poemii,  (Gray,  Ann.  and  Mag.  Nat.  Hist.,  1842.) 
Ker.  flavescenti-cinereo;  lateribus,  splendido-flavesoenti- 
albidis.  Capiti,  gula  albescenti-cinereis;  vellere  nigresoenti 
inferiori;  capite  pilis  albis  eztremo  induto;  oorpori,  {ulis  flavee- 
oenti-fusois  extremis. 
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Habitat.  Abo  on  tb«  Niger,  wbere  Dr.  Thomaon  accidentally 
proouied  it,  vhile'  firing  at  a  Bpecimen  of  tbe  Halcyon  Sene- 
galemii,  as  montioned  in  Vol.  I.  of  the  Nairattve.  Mr.  Qray 
haa  by  mistake  named  it  Poentit  instead  of  Eboetmt.  Pre- 
vailing  colour,  yellowish  grey;  the*  sides  of  the  body  bright  yel- 
lowish white.  Whitidi  grey  on  the  head  and  neck;  bur  btack- 
ish  at  the  base;  with  a  white  tip  on  the  head,  and  yellowish 
bnwn  Up  on  the  body;  ears  moderate,  half  covered  with  close 
hMr;  tragus  moderate,  half  orate,  blnnt;  heol-bone  elongate, 
slender ;  thumb  rather  elongate,  oompreesed. 

Presented  to  the  British  Mnseam  by  Dr.  Thomson. 


Order  II.     FERJ5. 
Family  I.     Fblid^. 


Felit  ruttlut.    (Waterhouse,  in  Proc  Zool.  Soo.  Lond., 

Sept.  1842.) 

Fel.  pilis  breribos  adpresais;  oorpore  snprd  fermgineo,  ad 

lateia    indistinct^    maenlato,   maculis    parvalis,   sabtiiB  albido 

raacnlis  rafo-nigricantibos  omato;    canda   breri,   immaculatfi, 

sapri  obsonr^  mlA,  subtua  pallidiore. 

Longitude  corporis  oirciter  ,         .36  uno. 

„         caods 10 

"  The  sidn  which  furnishes  the  above  characters  was  procured 
by  Mr.  L.  Fraser,  when  at  Siena  Leone,  and  was  said  to  be 
from  the  Uandingo  country.  Unfortunately,  like  all  the  other 
skins  brought  from  the  interior  for  sale  or  barter,  it  is  imperfect, 
wanting  the  head  and  lower  parts  of  the  limbs.  In  the  short- 
ness of  the  tail  and  in  its  nearly  uniform  colouring,  it  approaches 
the  Lymes, 

Ottt^la  Riehardtoni.  (Thomson,  in  Ann.  Nat  Hist,  1842.) 
GeneUa  Poeneit.  (Waterhouse,  in  Proc.  ZooL  Soc  Lond., 
183S.) 
Qen.  fulvescenti-fusca;  dongo  lioeis  nigris  conflnentibus  et 
irregolaribas  maeutis  nigris  crobrd  adspersis;  caadi  nigrfi,  annu- 
lis  fnlvis  intermptis. 
Habitat    Fernando  Po,  Western  Africa. 
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"  On  the  back  of  tlte  neck  there  are  three  or  four  elender 
longitadin&l  black  lines,  which  are  irregular  and  indistinot, 
eapeoially  near  the  head.  On  each  side  of  these  slender  lines 
there  is  a  broad  irregular  blaok  mark,  which  commencing  behind 
the  ear  runs  backwards  and  outwards  oyer  the  shonldeni ;  here 
th«  slender  blaok  lines  appear  to  divide,  for  as  many  as  seven 
can  be  traced  j  the  outermost  of  these  diverge,  and  are  soon 
broken  into  irregular  spots,  which  are  scattered  over  the  sides 
of  the  body.  The  intermediate  lines  are  also  broken  into  obloug 
spots,  excepting  that  line  which  runs  along  the  spine  of  the 
back,  which  is  anintertupted,  and  becomes  broader  on  the  mid- 
dle of  the  back.  On  the  hinder  half  of  the  bock  there 
are  on  each  side  of  and  parallel  with  the  spinal  block  mark, 
two  lines  formed  by  confluent  spots.  The  sides  of  the  neck 
are  adorned  with  nnmerona  oblong  spots.  The  muEzIe  is  blaok ; 
there  is  a  slender  black  line  between  the  eyes,  a  yellow  spot 
under  the  anterior  angle  of  each  eye;  the  tip  of  the  muule 
is  also  yellow.  The  lips  are  blaokiah,  and  the  eyes  are  encircled 
with  blaok  hairs;  the  haics  of  the  moustaches  are  brown,  black, 
and  brown.  The  ears  are  black  at  the  base  externally ;  inter- 
nally they  are  covered  with  yellowish  hairs.  The  limbs  are 
brownish  blaok.  The  tail  is  black;  on-the  basal  half  there  are 
five  narrow  yellowish  rings,  and  on  the  apical  half  there  are 
four  narrow  rings  of  a  brownish  colour,  and  somewhat  indistinot. 
The  fur  is  short,  glossy,  and  adpressed. 

This  is  rather  a  scarce  animal  at  Fernando  Po,  and  as  the 
skin  is  considered  one  of  the  most  sacred  and  valuable  amulets 
or  charms  of  the  Edeoyahs,  they  are  unwilling  to  part  with  it 
The  small  specimen  in  the  British  Museum,  presented  by  Dr. 
Thomson,  wss  skinned  from  the  month,  and  is  a  proof  of  the 
ingenuity  of  that  singular  people. 


Family  III.     Talfida. 
Sorex  Poenm.    (Eraser,  in  Proc.  Zcol.  Soo.  Lend,,  Deo.,  1842.) 

Sor.  obscur^  fusons,  corpore  aubtils  oinereo,  pedibus  nigre- 
seentibus;  aaribus  parvulis,  distinctis;  cand&  corpore  breviort 
pilis  obscoris  adpressie,  et  setia  lon^oribns  adspersis. 

TOL.  U.  2  I 
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LoBj^do  ftb  ftpce  Tostri  ad  oaoda  bsmn       9  HBe,  3  Un. 

„  „  candn      ...       1         lO 

„        tani  digitoramqne  .         ,       0  6 

„         ab  ajnoe  rostri  ad  baais  asm         0        10 

Habitat.     FenuDdo  Po,  W«st  Abiea. 

"  Thii  speeira  MoewhU  i«eenibl«a  Um  iSopac  Mtniu  of  SHint^ 
bnt  IB  of  a  deeper  hue.  Tbe  upper  parta  of  tke  body  are  of  a 
deep  IffowD  ooloar,  ratber  indietinetly  Tariegatod  witb  grejiob; 
the  body  beneath  is  gnj,  but  aligbUy  washed,  as  it  wer^  witk 
dirty  yellow.  Tbe  ean  ara  distinct,  that  is,  not  hidden  by  tb« 
fnr,  as  in  S.  tetragonunu,  and  ita  alliei,  and  the  tail  hae  lon^ 
bristly  bun  intereperaed  with  the  short  adpreassd  tui,  as  in  the 
•sbgwun  Onddura  of  Wfigler. 


Orderly.     6LIRES. 


Family  I.     Mobida. 
Mut  AlUni.     (Waterhonse,  in  Proc.  Zool.  Soe.  Loud.,  1837.) 

Hns.  anribos  parmlis,  oaudft  corpora  cum  CApite,  longioi^ 
floipora  •npri  nigiescMiti-fiuoo,  aabtus  oinereoj  pedibna  ob- 
eoaria. 

Longjtvdo  ah  apioe  loatri  ad  candn  bann .     1  nne.    8^  l*"- 

„  MBdw  ...      1  11 

„  uoetri  ad  baein  anria  .    0  7 

„  tarsi  digitoramqne      .    0  7^ 

„  aoria  ...     0  3 

Habitat.    Fernando  Po,  West  AAu». 

"  This  apedee  is  less  than  the  harvest  moose  {Mut  mettorita), 
and  of  a  deeper  colonr  than  the  common  mouse  (iftu  mvteulut), 
being  in  &ct  almost  bbok.  The  ears  are  smaller  in  proportion, 
and  more  distiuctly  clothed  with  hairs  j  tbe  taisi  aro  coTOied 
with  blackish  hairs  ^rave ;  the  toes  are  dir^  whitcL 

Kr.  W&terhonse  named  this  species  after  Captain  (then  Lien- 
tenant)  W.  Allen,  R.N.,  who  procured  it  on  his  first  risit  to  tbe 
Niger  and  Fernando  Po. 
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Crkttomyt  Oambianut.    (WateAonBe,  in  Proo.  Zool.  Soo. 
Lond.,  Jan.,  1S40.) 

Cri.  magDitndine  eorpom  duplo,  vel  ploi,  majora  qnam  in 
Murt  dtcumcmo;  colore  f^re  eodem;  auribiu  mediocribos,  pilii 
minatis  veBtitis;  caad&  corpus  cum  capite  squantej  pedibns 
mediucrS  parvis;  vellere  brevi,  adpresso  et  eubrigido;  colore 
oinerescenti-fnaoo ;  pedibos  partiboBqae  iuferioribna  sordid^  albis ; 
candft  &d  buin,  pilis  intense  foscis,  ad  apioem,  albis,  obeitL 

Longitude  ab  apice  lostri  ad  canda  baatn  .     16  vat.    0  liii. 
„  „  basiaamia    .      2  6 

„         tarsi  digitoramque   ...       2  9 

„        aDiia 0         11 

„        caodn 15  0 

Hdritat.    Weatom  ktnm. 

"  Tb*  Oambian  poMhed-4at  ia  about  doabU  tbs  aiw  of  tbfl 
oommon  rat  {Mut  dtcu^tanva).  In  its  oolonring  and  proportiou 
it  gnatly  TCsemblM  tiiat  aaimal ;  the  far  a  latber  lunher,  and 
more  seanty;  the  general  colour  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  body 
is  a  trifle  paler  than  in  M.  decwnanue.  The  head  is  tolerably 
long,  and  pointed;  the  ears  of  moderate  size  and  ronnded  form; 
the  feet  are  of  moderate  lize ;  the  tail  ie  nearly  equal  to  the  head 
and  body  in  length,  thick  at  the  base,  corered  with  hareh,  small, 
adpressed  hairs,  but  these  are  not  sufficiently  numerous  to  hide 
the  ec^es;  about  one-third  of  the  tail,  at  the  base,  is  vf  a  deep 
brown  oolonr;  the  hairs  covering  the  remaining  portion  are  pan 
-white;  and  the  skin  itself  has  evidoitty  been  of  a  pater  hue  than 
oa  tJie  basal  part  of  the  twl  The  fur  on  the  body  is  somewhat 
adpieased,  and  the  hairs  are  glossy  on  the  back ;  ih&y  are  of  tm. 
ashy  grey  oolonr  at  the  base;  the  ^ical  half  of  each  is  brownish 
yellow,  but  at  the  pointe  many  of  them  are  brownish;  many 
longer  bun,  intermixed  with  the  ordinary  far  of  the  back,  are 
almost  entirely  of  a  brownidi-bl&ck  eotonr.  The  whole  of  the 
under  parts  of  the  head  and  body,  and  inntgr  sides  of  the  limhiv 
are  white ;  the  hairs  on  the  belly  are  ratiier  scanty,  and  of  an 
uniform  colour,  to  the  root ;  the  fore  feet  are  whitish,  uid  the 
tarei  are  white,  bat  oloaded  with  brown  in  the  middle.  The 
ears  are  but  sparingly  clothed  with  short  hairs,  which  on  the 
inner  side  are  whitish,  and  on  the  outer  brown. 

It  lives  in  holes  in  the  groond,    At  Fernando  Fo  ita  fleeh  ia 
2l2 


^d  by  Google 


484  APPKKDIX. 

much  priied  at  the  feature  meeUnga  of  the  Edeeyabs — and  par- 
ticularly at  the  fesdt  observed  after  the  death  of  one  of  tbe 
tribe — some  of  it,  cooked,  being  alwaye  placed  over  the  grave. 
There  is  another  somewhat  similar,  which  we  named,  pro- 
rieionally,  Atiioeodut  Poaiais. 


Family  IV.     Soiurina. 

AfUtmalunu  Derbianut.  (Oiay,  in  Ann.  Nat.  Hist.,  1842.) 
Anomalvnu  Frcueri,  ( Waterhonae,  in  Proc.  Zool.  Soc  Lend., 
Sept.,  18iS.) 

An.  vellere  longo,  permolU ;  corpore  snp^r  nigro ;  dorso 
flavescenti-fnsco  lavato;  &ODte  incanescente  j  eorpore  iabi  alho, 
Tel  albido;  artabus  intoa,  p&tagio  ad  marginem  et  guttnre  foli- 
ginoso  tinotis. 

Longitudo  ab  ^ice  roatri  ad  caudce  basin  ,     14  one.  0  lin. 
„  „  candn         ...      8  6 

„  „  aiiris  ...       1  3 

„  tarsi  dif^itommqae         .        .      2  6 

Habitat.    Fernando  Po,  West  Africa. 

"Spiny-tailed  squirrel,  blackish  brown,  gr«ygriEEled;  bairs 
dull  black  brown,  with  whitish  tips;  shooSders  whitish;  tail  and 
feet  black;  tail  round;  chest,  belly,  inside  of  the  limbs,  to  the 
edge  of  the  membranes,  greyish  white;  membranes  nakedish 
below,  like  the  back  abore,  with  a  straight  edge  to  the  one 
between  the  back  of  tbe  thighs  and  the  tail,  and  a  lobe  supported 
by  a  cartilage  in  front;  head,  above  and  below,  and  Uie  npper 
part  of  the  neck,  blackish  grey;  catting  teeth  yellow. 

This  animal  Is  abundant  at  Fernando :  it  moves  abont  gene- 
rally at  sunset,  and  as  in  its  Bight  from  tree  to  tree  the  lateral 
membrane  is  expanded,  it  causes  a  singular  appearance.  The 
spiny  formations  beneath  the  tajl  are  evidently  for  the  pnrpose 
of  assisting  it  in  ascending  the  bnuohes,  or  when  stationary,  in 
tbe  erect  posture,  of  supporting  the  body.     The  Edeeyahs  call  it 

I-M  he. 

Three  specimens  brought  by  Dr.  Thomson  were  presented  to 
the  British  Unsenm. 
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Seiurut  iStanfftri.     (Waterlionse,  id  Proc.   Zool.  Soo.  LoDd., 
Sept.,  1842.) 

Sc  pilis  longis  et  rigidia,  nigro  et  flayeeoenti  penioilUlia; 
genis,  gala,  corporeqne  snbtus  ptlU  eparsd  obtectis,  bin  pleriim- 
qne  pallidis ;  caud&  magnft,  nigro  alboqne  annnlatfl  ;  auribua- 
que  parvutis ;  foramine  infnuorbitali  baud  in  canali  ednoto. 
Longitndo  ab  apice  roatri  ad  oaadte  basin       12  nno.  0  lin. 
„         candm  ....         15  0 

„         tarei  digitorumqae        ..28^ 
auris  ....  0  5 

Habitat.     Fernando  Po,  West  Africa. 

"  Tbe  most  striking  external  cliaract«ra  of  tbis  species  oonaist 
in  its  large  tail,  wbicb  is  ringed  witb  black  and  wbite  j  the 
crispnesa  of  tbe  fur,  and  the  semi-naked  condition  of  tbe  under 
parts  of  the  body,  the  aidea  of  the  fooe,  tnuule,  throat,  and  inner 
sides  of  the  limbs ;  all  these  parts  are  ao  sparingl;  clothed  with 
hairs  that  the  skin  is  visible.  On  the  upper  parts  of  the  body 
there  is  scarcely  any  trace  of  the  finer  under  fur,  nearly  all  the 
haira  being  of  tbe  same  harsh  oharaot«r ;  they  are  black,  broadly 
annulated  with  yellowieh  white  or  rusty  yellow;  on  the  fore 
parts  of  the  body  the  former  tint  prevails,  but  the  hinder  parts 
may  be  described  as  black,  freely  pencilled  with  bright  rusty 
yellow ;  on  the  bind  limbs  this  last  mentioned  colour  prevails, 
as  well  as  on  the  upper  side  of  the  taraoa.  The  small  adpresaed 
hairs  on  the  sides  of  the  &ce  are  partly  black  and  partly  yel- 
lowish white;  on  the  chest  the  hairs  are  for  the  most  part 
whitish,  and  on  the  inner  side  of  the  limbs  rusty  yellow  ;  on  the 
belly  tbe  hdrs  are  most  of  them  yellowish  white,  annulated 
with  block.  The  tut  ia  very  long  and  bushy ;  measuring  to  the 
end  of  the  hair  it  exceeds  the  head  and  body  in  length  ;  except- 
ing quite  at  the  base,  where  tbe  tail  is  coloured  like  the  body, 
all  the  hairs  are  black,  broadly  anuulated  with  white,  and  the 
white  on  the  upper  surface  forms  bars  or  rings  ;  these,  however, 
become  indistinct  towards  the  apex.  The  ears  are  of  modeiate 
size,  and  rounded.    The  heel  is  rather  sparingly  clothed  with  hair. 

It  ia  one  of  the  modt  ctvnmon  animals  at  Fernando  Po,  where 
the  natives  call  it  fiu-so-pl;  they  kill  it  with  the  sling,— in  the 
use  of  which  they  are  most  dexterous. 

Presented  by  Dr.  Thomson  to  the  British  Museum. 
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Sciunu  n^o-iroAiatut.  (WateAome,  in  Prae.  Zo<A.  Soc 
Load.,  S«pt,  1842.) 
S«.  pilis  tnedioerit^  longia,  anbiigidia,  nigro  et  flaveseenti 
penioiUatU;  ooipore  nbtuB  sordid^  Aato  t«1  rnfeBcenti-flaTo; 
ftrtubos  iabi  taSa;  oandi  long^  non  valdd  floocoeft,  BDnnlu 
nigris  et  slbia,  Tel  flaveflcenti'albu,  omati,  ad  basin  plemmqaa 
nifeecente;  anribiu  parrolia ;  dentibos  incisoribus  longitndinali- 
t^  snbaolcatis. 

Longitudo  ab  apioe  rostri,  ad  cands  bam      8  nnc.  6  lin. 

„  caadee         ....     10  6 

„  tarsi  digitornmqiie       .         ,      S  1^ 

„  anria  ....       0  4J 

Habitat.    Fernando  Po,  West  Africa. 

"  This  epeciea  approacbes  yery  nearly  to  tbe  Sciurus  anrni- 
latut  of  antbors,  but  is  diatinguiBbable  by  its  richer  oolonmg. 
The  general  tint  of  Se.  annutatui  might  be  described  as  yellow- 
ish grey,  whilst  that  of  tbe  present  animal  is  rosty  grey,  and 
especially  by  the  bright  nist-like  tint  of  tbe  under  side  of  the 
limbs,  and  the  pale  mat  or  msty  white  eolonr  of  the  belly.  The 
heel  is  clothed  with  hair. 
Presented  by  Dr.  Thomson  to  tbe  British  Maseum. 

Seiunu  erpArogmyt.  (Waterhonse,  in  Proo.  ZooL  Soc.  Lend., 
Sept,  1842.) 
Sc.  anprfl  nifescenti-fnscne,  pilis  nigro  et  nifescenti-penicil- 
latis;  genis  rods;  galA,  corpore  sabtds,  et  artabos  intern^  albis; 
oandA  qn^  corpus  breriore,  nigrft,  albo-penicillatA,  pilis  ad 
basin  mfesoentibos;  anribus  parmlis. 

Longitndo  ab  apice  rostri  ad  eandn  basin       8  nnc.  6  lin. 
„  eand»       ....      6         3 

„  tarsi  digitonLmqne  1        10^ 

„  anris  ....       0  4 

Habitat  Fernando  Po,  West  Afnca. 
"  The  bright  rast-colonred  cbeebs,  combined  with  the  pare 
white  eolonr  of  the  nnder  parts  of  tbe  body  and  inner  side  of  the 
limbs,  will  serve  to  distingnish  this  species.  The  fur  is  rather 
short  and  moderately  soft,  and  on  thff  npper  parts  of  the  body 
the  hairs  are  black,  inclining  to  greyish  at  the  base,  and  broadly 
annnlated  with  rich  rusty  yellow  at  or  near  the  point.  A 
shortish  longitudinal  pale  mark  is  obsemble  on  each  side  of  the 
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body  near  the  shonlden.  The  feet  are  finely  pencilled  with 
black  and  yellowish  white.  The  tail  is  short,  and  not  Tery 
bushy,  above  black,  and  rather  sparingly  pencilled  with  white; 
upon  separating  the  hairs,  however,  they  are  found  to  be  of  a 
pale  rost-colonr  near  the  base,  and  along  the  mesial  portion  of 
the  under  side  the  tail  is  of  a  bright  msty  red  colour.  The 
tusos  is  naked  nearly  to  the  heel,  bat  on  the  heel  are  a  few  hairs. 
Presented  to  the  British  Museum  by  Br.  Thomson. 


Order  V.    UNGULATA. 

Family  I.     fioTiSf. 

Antthpe  Ogi&yi.      (Waterhonse,  in  Pioc  Zooh  Soc.   Lend.) 

C«i^lopharm  Opiibyi.     (Gray,  Ann.  Nat.  Hist.,  1642.) 

AnL  splendid^  fascescenti-aarata,  subttls  pallidior,  linei  dor- 
eali  nigrfl;  collo  fusco  lavato,  oaadi  brevi  et  fiooeosfi,  nigreseente 
pilis  albis  snbtvts  interspersis. 

Habitat.     Fernando  Po.     Called  by  the  natires,  Ch5.dh. 

Splendid  golden  brown,  beneath  paler ;  fiuie,  ears,  baek  of  neck 
with  scattered  black  rigid  hfurs,  which  are  crowded  together  and 
fonn  a  broad  dorsal  line :  feet  above  the  hoofs  and  the  front  part 
of  the  legs  blackishj  horns  short,  conic,  thick  at  the  base,  with 
five  or  six  irregular  cross  ridges. 

Specimens  presented  by  Dr.  Thomson  to  the  British  Museum, 
and  Zoolo^cal  Society  of  London, 

Cephalophua  melanotiu.  (The  blaok-ramped  Guevei,  Gray,  in 
Ann.  Nat.  Hist.,  IS46,  p.  167.) 

Ceph.  oiuerec  fnsco;  gnla,  lateribasqae  palladiilribiisj  nropygio 
oaudSqne  supra  nigris ;  mento,  pectcre,  abdomine,  dcrso,  anteriori- 
bus  femomm,  candAqne  infra,  albis;  vellere  moUi,  pallid ieinerao. 

"  Grey-brown ;  throat  and  sides  paler,  mmp  and  upper  p«wt  of 
tail,  black ;  chin,  chest,  abdomen,  back,  and  front  edges  of  thighs 
and  under  part  of  the  tail,  white ;  narrow  streak  over  the  eyea, 
whitish;  feet  like  the  ba«k,  fur  soft,  pale  grey,  Intermixed  with 
rather  rigid  black  hairs, 

Habitat.     Fernando  Po,  West  Africa. 

Two  specimens  were  presented  l^  Dr.  ThomsoiL  to  the  British 
Uuseum. 
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AnUlope. 
Dunng  Captuu  Allen's  excursion  up  tlie  Cameroons  Ritcf  be 
procnrad  the  horns  of  a  magniGoent  antelope,  which  Mr.  Ogilbj 
(in  Proc  Zool.  Soc.,  Jane,  1818,)  believed  to  have  been  taken 
&om  A.  Euryeenit.  Mr.  Mitchell,  Secretary  to  tha  Society, 
thinks,  hovever,  it  may  be  on  entirely  new,  and  hitherto  nnde- 
eeribed  speciee;  in  which  opinion  he  is  joined  by  Mr,  Water- 
boose.  In  the  absence  of  further  detail,  ve  have  not  added  the 
qieoific  Dame. 

Family  IV.     DAarpiDS. 

Manii   fiutlti-ictUaia.      (Gray,    in    Proc.    Zoo).    Soc.    Lend., 

Feb.  1843.) 

Manis  oand&  oorpore  maltam  lon^ore ;  sqaainaram  donalium 

elongatanim  triciupidum,  ad  basin  striatamm,  eeriebns  23. 

HabiUt.    West  Africa. 

Mr.  Fiaser,  who  bad  two  of  these  animala  alive,  under  his 
notice,  for  some  time  at  Fernando  Po,  has  given  a  rery  interest- 
ing aooount  of  them,  in  Proc.  Zod.  Soc.  Lend.,  1813,  p.  53. 


AVBS. 

Order.     ACCIPITREa 
Family.    Stbix. 


Genus,  Strix. 
Strve  Poentit.  (Fraser,  in  Proo.  Zool.  Soc  Load.,  Dec,  1842.) 
Strix.  roatro  caerulescenti-corneo ;  &cie  alh&,  disco  plumaniin, 
oonfertisaimaram,  t«xtura  holosericA,  circumdatA — iUis  antioa 
positis  albie,  poetices  flaris,  ad  basem  pallentiboa, — illis  antem 
genarum  apicibus  nigris;  oorpore  sapeni^,  e  cerviuo  flavo,  albo 
et  parpureo  crebr^  adsperso,  plamorom  omnium  scapis  bis  tetve 
albo  guttatis  cnm  spatio  nigra,  inter  si ngulas  gattas;  colli,  lateri- 
bns,  flavis,  et,  nt  apud  dorsum  guttatis;  primariis  et  secundaiiis 
fer^  obsolete  fasciatis,  et  BordidS  purpnreo  alboque,  spara^  gut- 
tatis; caudi  vix  fnrcat&,  mbescenti-flavfi,  fusco-fasciati,  et 
spared  albo  guttata;  corpore  subtiia  femoribusque  flarescenti- 
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albii  goiiia  triangnUribus  nigTesoentibns,  eparsd  notatis  tatrsis 
lanugine  brevi,  alhk,  teti  ad  digitoa  apani  tectia, — bis  nigrifl, 
pilJB  albia  obflitu. 

Habitat.     Fernando  Po,  West  Africa. 

A  very  mmtm  bird. 


Order.    PASSERES. 

Family.    Dsntxrostbes. 

Gentis.    Xianiia. 

Tephrodvmit  octtatttt.    (Strickland,  in  Proo.  Zool.  Soc.  Load., 

June,  1844.) 

Tepb.  capite  snpr&  genieque  fosoo-atris,  dorso  toto  alisqne 
obscar^  fusco-plunibeis,  remiglbos  reotrioibnsqae  fufico-atHe, 
extua  plambeo  limbatie,  corpore  toto  inferno  albo,  gattnrie 
peetotisqne  plumia  oinereo  strict^  mai|^iiatie,  alarom  t«ctricibiis 
infeniis  oinereia  albo  marginalia.  Kostnim  pedesqne  atri, 
acrotaraiia  integris. 

Total  length,  6}  inobas;  beak  to  gape  11  lines,  to  front  7 
lines,  breaddi  3  lines,  beigbt  2^  lines;  wing  3  incbes  7  lines; 
medial  rectrices  3  incbes,  external  2  inobes  8  lines;  tarsns  10 
lines,  middle  toe  9  lines,  bind  ditto  7  lines. 

Habitat.    Fernando  Po,  West  A&iea. 

"  This  bird  approaobea  sufficiently  near  to  tbe  Indian  genus 
Tephrodomii,  to  be  classed  with  it;  tbe  only  important  struc- 
tural differences  being  that  the  acrotarsia  are  entire  and  that 
tbe  tail  is  aligbtly  rounded.  The  beak  resembles  that  of  T. 
Tndiea,  (Gray)  bnt  it  is  a  trifle  shorter;  tbe  nostrils  are  concealed 
by  incumbent  bristly  feathers;  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  quills 
are  nearly  equal,  the  first  three  graduated,  and  tbe  outer  toe 
longer  than  the  inner. 

From  Mr.  Fraser's  colteotion. 

CoUurw  Smilhii.  (Fraser,  in  Proo.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond.,  Feb.,  1843.) 
Coll.  snpemd  niger,  plnmis  scapnlaribns,  gutt&  apad  priin&- 
tiaa,  secnndariarum  nonnnllarnm  apioibns  sic,  et  corpore  subtHs 
rectricumque  cands  quatuor  exteniainm  apidbus,  albis;  rostro 
pedibnsqne  nigris. 
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Laag.  tot  S  polL ;  roatri,  | ;  ale,  3^;  CMida»,  4^ ;  tand,  |. 
Hkbttot.    CapeCoMt. 

Hr.  Fraeer  so  n&med  it,  in  honour  of  Br.  Smith,  th*  anAar  t4 
"  Illmtmtiona  of  the  Zoolog;  of  South  Afiiea." 

Dtymoica  mmialis.  (Fraaer,  in  Proc.  Zool  Soo.  Loni,  Feb., 
1843.) 

JiTjjn.  aapri  fiisca,  primariu  aiI  marglnem  pallidioribns, 
snhtus  rnfescene,  itnaia,  genioqne  mfo-euUDeis,  gal&  et  linei 
aQgQst4  snperciliari  albi«;  lme&  angnetft  nigrfi  inter  gnlam 
olbam,  genasque  oaetaneaaj  csndal  roBtri  mandibnli  siiperiore 
nigrd,  tnferiore  cornea;  tarsia  flaris. 

Long,  tot.1  poll.;  rostri,  |;  alte,  3};  oandze?;  tarn  I. 

Habitat    Aeora,  Wett  Airioa. 

Drymoiea  laUralia,  (Fraser,  in  Proc  ZooL  Soo.  Lond.,  Feb., 
1843.) 

Drymn.  mptk  {nam,  lateiibns  aiseraaoentibtu,  mbt^  alba, 
femonbns   mfis,    rectricibns    caade    snbtus  aatnrat^ 
gaitk  nigr&  propr^  apiees,  apicibns  albis. 

Long.  tot.  5 J  poIL ;  rostri,  f ;  alte,  S^ ;  oaodB,  2  ;  tarsi,  j. 

Habitat.     Aeon,  Weet  Africa. 

"  Differt  a  Drymoiea  Stranffti  oorpore  rapri  satarstiore^  late- 
ribus  dnereia,  eandft  magis  gradatli,  cnn>  colore  albo  apieali 
magis  oinnmsoripto,  et  obecnriore. 

Drymeiea  Strtatpei.  (Fnuer,  in  Free.  ZooL  Soe.  Lond.,  tA., 
1843.) 

Diym.  enpnt  fosca,  strigll  enperciliari  et  coipore  sohtits  albis ; 
rectricibns  candn  snbtils  satnrat^  ctnereis,  gntti  nigA  proprd 
apioea,  apicihus  albis. 

Long.  tot.  5f  poll ;  rostri,  f;  als,  4^;  candte,  3 ;  tarsi,  1. 

Habitat.     Cape  Falmas,  West  Africa. 

DrymMca  raJiexupiUa.    (Fraaer,  in  Proc.  ZooL  Soc.  Lond.,  Fob , 

1843.) 

Drym.  Tortioe  mfo,  corpore  sopri  satnratd  fnsco,  coipore  toto 

inferiore  et  galft  albis,  dimidio  femonim  inferioro  rofo ;  candA 

at  in  D.  laterali,  at  magis  gradatd;  rostro  nigro. 
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Long  tot  6}  poll. ;  rortri,  { ;  tim,  2^';  andn,  Z^ ;  tusi,  f, 

HaUtet.     Rirer  Nnn,  West  A&ioa. 

"Thi(  Bpeciea  diffen  from  otken  of  tbo  geniu  here  deaerilMd, 
in  having  the  white  of  the  nnder  parts  extending  to  the  noft- 
Btrils,  m  rnfous  orown  to  the  head,  and  a  black  htmk. 

Diymoiea  rvfa.  (Fraser,  in  Proo.  Zoel.  Soe.  Lond.,  Feb.,  1843.) 

DrTm.  npri  rufa ;  eabtils  sordid^  flava,  loetro  tanUque  imiM, 

Habitat.     Urer  Niger,  oppouta  Iddah. 
Drymmoa  rwfogtUaris.    (Fiaser,  in  Proc  Zoo).  Soe.  Losd.,  Fek, 
1843.) 

Drym.  snprA  Miginos^foaca,  lerit^r  viridi  tineta;  gnli 
pectoreqne  rnfeeoeiitibiia ;  abdomine,  tectricibna  alaram  infe- 
rioribns  et  oaud&  ntrinqae  rectricibns  tribns  extemie  albiij 
roetro  snpri.  nigro,  anbtiU  flavo ;  tarsia  c&meia,  iridibns  pallid^  j 
rnfescenti  fnacie. 

Long,  tot  3}  poll. ;  rostri,  1;  alie,  Ij;  canda,  14.;  tard,  J. 

Habitat.     Clarence,  Fernando  Po. 

Diymoiea  uropj/ffialii.    (Fnaer,  in  Proo.  Zoo).  Soo.  Lond.,  Feb,, 
1843.) 

Drym.  snpri  fnsoa,  singulis  plumis  pallidiore  maTginati^ 
Btrigft  superciliaii  et  oorpore  snbtus  ^bis,  lateribus  et  femoribas 
lerit^r  mfo-lavatia,  nropygio  subrufo;  caudjl  satarat^  fascA, 
fascift  perpallidS  rath,  alter&  aigrft  et  apioe  albo,  rostro  fiisco, 
tarsis  flaTis. 

Long.  tot.  4  poll.  J  rostri,  ^;  aira,  2;  cands,  IJ;  tarsi,  {. 

Habitat.     Accra,  West  Africa. 

OenoB.    Mvteieapa. 

Muidcapa  Frateri.    (Strickland,  in  Proo.  Zoot  Soo.  Lond., 
Jane,  IS44.) 

Hnse.  capite,  doreo  alisqne  fnsois,  ferrngineo  dnetis,  remigibus 
fnscis,  primariis  extus  basin  versus  otwcur^  ferrogineia,  omnibus 
(1&  et  2&  exceptis)  pogoniie  intemis  ad  basin  pallid^  rafis, 
nrop^gio,  oaadfe  tectricibas,  corporeque  toto  inferno  rnfo-ferni- 
gineis,  gaik  pollidioro,  TeotiicibuB  fuscis,  8  intennediis  strictissim^ 
lat«ialibas  larg^,  mfo  terminatis,  extemo  ferd  omnind  nifo. 
Rostrnm  latum,  nignim,  pedes  pallida  bnmneL 
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Total  length,  T^inohea;  benk  to  gape,  9  lines ;  to  front,  Oliaee; 
height,  2|  lines;  breadtJi  at  gape,  6  lines;  wing,  3  inehes  10  lines; 
medial  rectrices,  3j  inches;  external,  3  inches  1  line;  tarsns, 
10  lines;  middle  toe  and  olair,  B  lines;  hind  ditto,  7  lines. 

Habitat     Fernando  Fo,  West  Africa. 

"The  mfoDB  colouring  of  the  plnmage  is  very  similar  to  that 
of  TcMtrea,  Lees.  {Mtudpeta,  Anot),  but  the  beak  is  much 
shorter  and  more  ttiangnlar  than  in  that  genos.  In  its  general 
stmctnre  and  proportions  this  bird  seems  to  approach  the  re- 
stricted genus  Mtu^capa  more  oloeely  than  any  other  grovp. 
Tho  form  of  the  beak  is  almost  ezaclJy  that  of  the  Mtucieapa 
latinutrii,  &w.,  of  India,  and  the  legs  are  much  shorter  than  is 
usual  in  teneelrial  birds.  Notwithstanding  these  characters, 
Mr.  Fraeer'e  notes  state,  that '  this  bird  feeds  on  the  ground,  and 
has  the  motions  and  plump  appearance  of  the  robin.'  The 
irides  are  hasel.  The  beak  is  strong,  depressed,  very  brood,  the 
sides  straight  when  viewed  from  above,  and  the  base  famished 
with  bristles  of  moderate  length.  The  first  quill  is  subspuriou^ 
one  inch  long;  the  second  is  half  an  inch  shorter  than  the  third; 
the  fourth  is  the  longest.  Tarsi  shorty  the  acrotarsia  and  para- 
tarsia  entire;  outer  toe  slightly  longer  than  the  inner  one,  its  first 
phalanx  attached  to  the  middle  toe;  claws  curved,  compressed, 
sharp;  tail  rounded. 

Hr.  Strickland  named  this  species  after  Mr.  Fraser,  who 
brought  that  species  and  many  other  very  interesting  ones  from 
West  Africa. 

Mmcipeta  trieolor,     (Fraser,  in  Froc.  Zool.  See.  Lood., 
Jan.,  1813.) 

Muse.  cristA  et  mento  nitidd  nigris;  oorpore  snperiore  cinereo; 
inferiore  rnfo,  rostro  pedibnsque  pallida  cieruleis :  canda  — t 
Long.  tot.  — t  poll.;  roatri,  1|;  slse,  3j;  caudra,  — f  tarsi,  f. 
Habit&t.     Clarence,  Fernando  Po. 

Mutcipela  Smilkii.    (Fraser,  in  Proc.  Zool,  Soc.  Lond., 
Feb.,  J843.) 

Muse,  ooqmre  p^dl  rnfo,  caudA,  alisqne  nigresoentibu^ 
einereo-lavatis;  oapile,  oolLo,  rostro,  pedibusqne  nigris. 
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Long.  tot.  7}  nnc ;  aln,  3  anc.'jlJn.;  rostii,  a rictu  tdapioem, 
10  tin. ;  csudfe,  8  nnc.  10  lin. 

Habitat     Western  Africa. 

"  The  dimenaion  above  given  of  the  tail  of  thie  bird  includes 
the  two  central  feathers,  which  are  about  half  an  inch  longer 
than  either  of  the  others;  these  latter,  when  spread  ont,  form  » 
segment  of  a  circle,  the  outerraoat  feathers  being  the  shortest. 
The  head  and  neck  are  glossy  black,  but  in  certain  lights  exhibit 
a  slight  blneiah  tint;  the  whole  body  and  wiug  coverts  are  of  a 
rust  oolonr,  for  the  most  part  pale,  bnt  asenming  a  decided  and 
rich  hne  on  the  abdomen;  the  tail  and  feathers  of  Sight  in  the 
wings  are  of  a  deep  brownish  gray,  but  inolining  to  black.  The 
bill  is  stoat. 

Anlhut  Gouldii.    (Fraser,  in  Froo.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond.,  Feb.,1843.) 
Ant.   snpem^   ioBem,  sabtils  pallidior  tinctur^    fernigiiie&, 

gnlA    alb&,    remijpbos  et  tectricibns  alarum  fermgineo-Biar^- 

natis,   caud&  oorpore  intensiore;    rectrice  extemA   ferrugineA; 

rostro  pedibusqae  flavle. 
Long,  tot  7  poll.;  roetri,  \;  tim,  Sf;  caudn,  3;  tarsi,  1. 
Habitat.     Cape  Palmas,  West  Africa. 

Sylvicola  twperciliarit.  (Fraser,  in  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond., 
Jan.,  1643.)  « 

SyL  oorpore  superiore,  et  lateribus  nitid^  olivaceis;  mento, 
gulfi,  et  abdomioe  medio  sordid^  albis;  lineA  a  naribus  super 
ocuIoB,  liue&  snboculari,  plumia  auricularibna,  hnmeroram  mat- 
gioe,  femoribns,  crissoque  splendid^  flavis;  spatio  inter  oculos 
rictumqae  fnsco;  rostro  nigro,  pedibus  cameis. 

Long.  tot.  4  poll. ;  roatri,  |-;  bI»,  2;  cfiudse,  1^;  tarsi,  j. 

Habitat     Clareaoe,  Fernando  Po. 

"The  whole  of  the  upper  surface  and  sides  of  the  body  in  this 
bird  are  of  a  bright  olive  colour;  the  chin,  throat,  and  centre  of 
the  abdomen  are  dirty  white;  a  yellow  line  runs  from  the  nostril 
over  the  eye,  and  tbere  is  a  mark  under  the  eye  of  the  same 
colonr;  the  ears,  edge  of  the  shonlders,  thigbs  and  under  tail- 
coverts  are  also  bright  yellow;  the  space  between  the  eye  and 
the  gape  is  brown;  the  bill  is  black  and  the  legs  are  flesh- 
colour. 
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TMlrta  tOncHat^eia.    (ThoHutM,  is  Aaa.  KtL  Qiit,  Vol  Z., 
p.  104.) 

Tdtit,  mtnntd  fnlgescsnttt-olialybeia-iugTa,  planuuntn  Isfi 
obscnr^  oigiBj  pennis  oaiid&^ae  aigiia,  extus  ch&lybeia-nigria 
marginatia. 

Total  length,  Dj  inches;  bill,  |;  wing,  3|;  tarsi,  {;  middla 
tail  feather,  5|j  the  next  exterior  one,  3^. 

Habitat.    Fernando  Po,  West  A&ica. 

Deep  ahiiUDg  8t«el-black,  iritb  the  base  of  each  feather  dull 
black;  qoills  and  tail  black,  margined  exteriorlj  with  ited- 
blaok. 

Pnsented  hj  Dr.  Thosuon  to  the  British  MnMam. 


Qeniu.     Turdui. 

Prinia  oZttweo.     (Strickland,  in  Proc  Zool.  See.   Lond., 
Jnne,  1844.) 

Prin.  mpri  Tiridi-oliraoes,  ranigibu  fascia,  oliraoeo  limbfttia, 
cand&  onneatA,  reotricibus  dnobus  int«miediis  foscis,  lateialibaa 
albis,  extiis  fosoo  ma^natis,  extimo  toto  albo;  mento  corpo- 
reqae  toto  inferno  albido,  pallida  flayo  lavato.  Boetrom 
pedeaqne  fnscentes. 

Total  length,  4j  inches;  beak  to  gape,  6  lines,  to  front,  5^ 
lines;  breadth,  2  lines;  height,  1  j  lines;  wing,  IJ  inch;  medial 
rectrices,  1  inoh  10  lines;  external,  1  inch  1  line;  tarsa^  T^ 
lines;  middle  toe,  5^  lines;  hind  ditto,  5  lines. 

Habitat     Fernando  Po,  West  A&iea. 

"  The  aspect  of  this  bird  is  that  of  a  PhyUoKC^wi,  but  the 
beak  is  longer,  more  depressed  at  the  base,  the  onlmen  eari- 
nated,  the  wings  short  and  rounded,  the  first  qniU  snbspnrions, 
the  foarth  longest;  tail  mnch  graduated,  ^pctrices  narrow;  tarn 
modentelf  long,  aorolarsia  scatate,  toes  slender,  the  outer 
longer  than  the  inner.  These  charaoters  indnoe  me,  (says 
Mr.  Stiiokland,)  to  class  the  bird  provisionallj  in  the  genus 
Frmia. 

From  Ur.  Frawr's  oolleetios. 
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Prtnia  icUrka.  (Striokland,  in  Proe.  Zool.  Soo.  Lood^ 
June,  1B44.} 

Frill,  snpri  flaro-oliTacea,  loris,  Bnpeiciliig,  genis,  maigiiw 
aUnuD,  tibiia,  candseque  teotricibns  infernu  laU  fluTii;  manto, 
gnlA,  pectore  et  abdomine  albidis,  pallida  babellino-lavatifii 
hypo^ondriis  flaTO-olivaceu,  roetro  nigro,  pedibua  mbris. 

''Total  length,  3J  inches;  beak  to  gape,  7|  lines;  to  front, 
6  lineaj  breadth,  2^  lines;  height,  1^  line;  wing,  1  inch  11  lines; 
medial  rectricee,  H  inch;  external,  1  inch;  taisiu,  9^  lines; 
middle  toe,  6  j  lines;  hind  toe,  Sj  liaes. 

From  Mr.  Fraeer's  oolleotion. 

PiUa   PuHk.    (Fraaer,  In  Froo.  ZooL  Soc.  Lond.,  Deo., 
18i2.) 

Pitta,  not&  ttigr&  a  mandibnlse  inperions  liuj,  nper  TerUooat 
nsqne  ad  eoUam  edoetA,  et  ntrinqne  notA  lati  eerrinft  inaz' 
^natft;  plnmis  aarionlaiibna  et  colli  lateribos  nigris;  dorso^ 
tectrioibusqne  alarom  majoribns  metallic^  viridiboe;  tectricibns 
alanim  minoribus,  tectrioibnsqne  cands  dngnlis,  ad  apices  pal- 
lid^ ccemleis,  instar  oyani;  primariis,  seoundariit^  reotricib usque 
oandffl  nigris;  primariis,  tertiA,  qnartA,  qniut&  et  sexti  per 
medinm  albo-bsoiatis;  gnl&  fer^  alb&  cotpore  sobtus  foscescente- 
aurantiaco,  mbido  apad  abdomen  Imnm  levit^  tincto;  rostro, 
tarsis,  dif^tis,  nngoibusque  apparent^r  mbris. 

Habitat.     Sierra  Leone,  West  A&ica. 

"This  species,"  says  Mr,  Frasor,  "is  most  closely  allied  t* 
Pitta  braehyura,  (Anct.)  but  differs  from  that  bird  in  having 
the  bill  and  feet  red,  a  band  orer  the  eye,  irhiob  is  tawny, 
instead  of  olive  brovn;  in  the  nniform  colouring  of  the  pri- 
naiies,  seeoaduies,  and  tail  feathers,  the  two  formar  not  btang 
tipped  with  white,  nor  the  Utter  with  green;  and  finally,  in  the 
absence  of  the  red  vent. 

Sylvia  tadicepi.      (Fnuer,  in  Proc.  ZooL   Soa  Lond.,  Oct., 

1842.) 

Syl.  (mas)  vertioe  cinnamomino,  plomia  anricnlaribns  et  cor- 

pore  saperiore  (oneieis;  alls  caodAque  9  ranereo  fiucis;  geni^ 

gall,  tMtrietbwqae  alarua  infariotibDa  altria;  baoU  peotonli 
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nigr&i  corpora  ioferiore  cioereo,  apad  mediam  patlidiore.     Iri- 
dibos  e  oorylo-fnscis  tarais  SbtU. 

Long,    tot  3|f  unc;  roBtri    6^;    &ls,    2-^;    c&nds,    1-^; 

Habitat.    Fernando  Po,  West  Africa. 

Coaypha  PoeniU.  (Strioklsad,  ia  Pro«.  ZooL  Soc  Loud., 
1844.) 

Cos,  corpore  snpri  fnliginoso-fosoo,  remigibiu  fiucii^  omnibas 
(li  et  2&  exceptis)  basin  versits  nifo-fami^ueis,  sed  soapis 
fuBois;  rectriciboB  fasoiB,  triboB  ezternie  ntriaqne  albo  t«rml]uttia 
(qui  color  io  rectrida  extinuB  pogonio  exterao  obliqu^  rersna 
bann  prodacitnr),  ootpore  toto  iofemo  Femigioeo,  gnli  obscn- 
rion.     Rostrum  atnim,  pedes  flareacentea. 

"  Total  length,  7}  inches;  beak  to  gape,  10  lines;  to  front, 
7  lines;  breadth,  4  lines;  height,  t\  lines;  wing,  4  inches  2  lines; 
medial  rectricea,  3^  inches;  external  ditto,  3  inches  4  lines; 
tarsm,  1  inch;  middle  toe  and  daw,  1  inch;  hind  ditto,  8  lines; 
lateral  toes,  eqoal. 

Habitat.     Fernando  Po,  West  Africa. 

From  Mr.  Fraser's  coUeotion. 

Joxot  inomaliu.  (Fraser,  in  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Lend.,  Feb., 
1843.) 

lox.  fnacns,  capitis  et  oandte  colore  inteonote;  corpora  aubtils 
sordid^  albeaoeuti-fasco. 

Long.  tot.  Spoil,;  rostri,  |;  abe,  3|;  oaudie,  3j;  tarsi,  J. 

Habitat.     Cape  Coast,  West  Africa. 

Andropadvt  laiir<atrie.  (Strickland,  in  Froo.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond., 
1844.) 
And.  corpora  anpri  oliraceo,  rami^bns  fuscis,  exti^  riridi* 
oliraacente,  intiiB  albido,  marginatia,  rectrioibiiB  fosco-bmnneiB, 
olivncco-limbatis;  corpore  aubtiia  olivascente,  lateribiis  meoti, 
aln  teotricibos  infemis,  et  abdomine  medio  stnimineia.  Ros- 
tmm  oomenm,  marginibas  paUidis,  pedes,  nngoesque  palle- 
soentea.  Rostrnm  depressum,  tomioram  dentibna  obliqaia  6  Tel 
7  ntrinqne;  illia  maxilln  dittinctia,  maodibaUe  subobsoletiB. 
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"  Total  length,  6j  inches;  beak  to  gape,  11  lines;  to  froat, 
7  lines;  breadth,  4  lines;  height,  2^  lines;  wing,  3^  inches; 
medial  rectrioes,  3  inches;  external,  2}  inches;  tarsus,  }  inch; 
middle  toe  and  claw,  8  lines;  hind  ditto,  6  lines. 

Habitat.     Fernando  Po,  West  Airioa. 

"  In  this  species  the  beak  is  considerably  depressed,  and  formed 
like  that  of  a  Mwetoapa  i  the  teeth  of  the  upper  mandible  are 
distinct  and  legnlar,  but  disappear  abont  the  middle  of  the 
beak.  The  lower  mandible  is  also  furnished  with  five  or  six 
serrations,  but  very  low  and  indistinct.  The  wing  is  mnoh 
rounded,  the  fifth  qnill  being  longest,  and  the  reat  graduated. 
The  colour  and  texture  of  plnmage  are  much  like  that  of  the 
East  Indian  Pycnonotutfiavirottrii.     (Strickland.) 

Described  from  specimens  brought  to  England  by  Mr.  Fraser. 

Andropadtu  gracUiroUri*.  (Strickland,  ia,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc. 
Load.,  June,  1844.) 
And.  corpore  toto  snprA  oliraceo,  remigibus  piimariis  fuscis, 
extue  olivascente,  intua  pallid^  ochraceo  limhatie,  corpore  subtns 
pallid^  olivaceo-cinerascente,  mento,  gulAque,  albidls,  abdomine 
medio  crissoque  pallida  flavesoentibne,  alarum  tectricibus  inter- 
nis  pallida  M^iraceis.  Rostrum,  pedesqne  coroeo  fosco;  rostmm 
lougiuscnlnm,  tnrdinum,  dentibus  m&xilhe  duobus,  mandibnln 

Total  length,  7  inohes ;  beak  to  gape,  10  lines;  to  front,  7 
lines;  breadtb,  3  lines;  height,  2^  lines;  wing,  3^  inches; 
medial  rectricee,  3  inches  1  line;  external,  2  inches  11  linesj 
tarsus,  S\  lines;  middle  toe  and  claw,  0  lines;  hind  ditto,  S 
lines. 

Habitat     Fernando  Po,  West  Africa. 

"  This  species  differs  from  the  former  one  in  seTcral  points  of 
stmcture ;  the  beak  is  considerably  narrower  at  the  Imse,  and 
more  slender;  the  upper  mantUble  has  only  two  dentations,  with 
a  faint  trace  of  a  third,  and  the  lower  mandible  exhibits  only  a 
slight  subtenninal  emargination.  The  wings  also  differ,  being 
more  pointed;  the  first  quill  is  snbspurioua,  and  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth,  nearly  equal  the  third  longest.  These  two 
species  agree,  however,  in  the  structure  of  the  tail  and  feet,  and 
in  the  texture,  and  almost  in  the  colour  of  the  plumago;  the 

TOL.  IT.  2  E 


^d  by  Google 


mmp  fefttben  being  dense,  long,  and  downj  aa  in  tita  trne 
From  Hr.  Fruer'B  ooUeetion. 

F&mily.    FiBBiBoaTBK. 

Genuc    ffirundo. 

Hinmdo  Niffrita*.    (Thameon.) 

Hir.  mbcnrnleft-nigm  pleramqae  j  mento  eubtui  klbido;  oandft 

pennamm  interiors  marginibos  olbi^  extremis  nigris,     Rostro 

pedibusque  ajgris. 

Long.  tot.  5^  nne.;  aim,  4^. 

Habitat.    Hirer  Nan,  Weet  A&ioaj  met  with  as  high  np  aa 

Aboh. 

Genera]  plmnage  blniah  black,  with  a  white  patch  under  the 

ohin  ;  the  inner  side  of  the  five  enter  tail  feathers,  whit«  in  ths 

upper  three  fourths,  black  in  the  remainder.    The  tul  forma  a 

ngment  of  a  orcle,  the  two  onter  tail  feathers  bnng  Qk  longest- 
Presented  to  the  British  Hnseam  by  Dr.  Thomson. 

Cj/ptdtupanmi.    (Striokland,  in  Proe.  ZooL  goo.  Loud.) 

PInmage  nnifonn  monne  colenr,  oMn  whitiali.    It  is  probeibly 

ibe  smallest  spemes  of  its  genns,  tlie  total  length  being  only  8 

inches;  wing,  4j  inohea ;  medial  rectrices,  Ij  inch;  external,  3} 

inches. 

Habitat.    Aooia. 

From  ill.  Fnuer'a  ooUeotion. 

Platytteira  catlanea.    (Fraser,  in  Froc  Zool.  Soc.  Lend,  Oet, 
1842.) 

Platys.  vcrtio*  graiaqne  wktos;  monlo  albe;  dorae,  alii, 
snpemd,  gnla  et  peeton  castanos;  abd<»une  albo,  a|^eodie«lia 
cantons^ uronm  oenloa  rubna;  nwtro  si^i^;  iridibvs  rafaaeeBti- 


*  In  ^»ea]dng  of  this  bird  in  Vol.  L  of  tlie  namtiTe,  as  slao  of  tits 
Por^yrio  Alhni,  in  Vol.  II.,  we  hare  inadvertently  referred  to  the 
woA  in  irt^ch  they  are  figured,  aa  by  G.  D.  HItehell ;  H  Is  Giay 
and  lOtefadl's  /OMfnriei  6mKr»  ofBirtU, 
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fofioii;  tnrais  onrnleo-piirpureBceiitibiis.  loter  sexiu  haad 
colons  direraitas. 

Long.  tot.  3^  nncj  toatri,  -^j  aUe,  2-^;  caudiG,  -^j 
tarsi,  ^. 

Habitat.     Fernando  Po,  West  AfHca. 

"Pound  among  tlie  branches  of  the  nakftd  trees  in  Jnne, 
sometimes  in  pairs;  they  are  short  and  tltiok  in  form,  the 
feathering  being  of  a  downy  nature.     ltd  note  is  short. 

"  This  bird  differs  from  Jardine  and  Selb/s  PZat^A^fuAiM 
X>e*mare*Ui,  in  haying  the  cbesnut  back  and  wings,  and  the  short 
black  bul 

Platyrieira  leacopyyicUis.    (Fntaw,  in  Proc  ZooL  Soc.  Lond., 
Oct.,  1842.) 

PlUys.  (mas)  eapite^  genif,  oollo,  dono,  alii^  cMiA  et  riU|t 
latA  paotoiali,  uc  et  famtmbu  e  eeruleo  nigiis,  on^ygMt  t*U 
et  abdomine  albis. 

Long,  tot  4  uoc.;  rostri,  -fgi  aim,  S^j  CMsbs,  A>  tarn,  -^ 

Habitat.    Feiiuiid«  P»,  Wasteni  AErJM. 

" Fleshy  aj^ndages  ronnd  the  eye,  red;  irides,  red  laiel} 
bill  black ;  legs  purplish.  Ttiis  bird  differs  from  /ardina  and 
Selbj's  Platyrkynchut  ooUartt,  in  hftTiog  m  wkite  wwmp ;  the 
wings  entirely  blaek;  the  b&nd  across  the  chest  mnch  broader, 
and  the  fleshy  appendages  ronnd  the  eyes  red. 

FaBuly.  CoKiBomiBS. 
Qenns.  FrmgiBa. 
Ploeeut  coUarit.  (Fraser,  in  Proo.  Zool.  Soc.  Lend.,  Oct,  l&H,) 
Phw.  vertioe,  eapitis  laterHws,  et  raento,  ingris,  torqne  e<^rl 
lato,  castaneo;  rostrouigto,  tarsisfuscesoentibBS,  r<4iqniepartiibas 
anrantiaco,  oliraceo  et  fnsoeacente  varic^tis,  Imi  ut  in  Plooeo 
Uxtore.  (Swains.) 

Long.  tot.  7-1^  nno. ;  rostri,  1^;  alie,  4;  cands,  3|; 
taiMS,  1,^. 

Habitat.     Island  St.  Thomas,  West  A&ioa. 
"This  bird  differs  from  P.  Uxtor,  in  \mag  of  a  greater  eise ; 
in  haTingtheohesunt  collar  endrclingthe  neck,  and  the  general 
colouring  of  the  body  being  leas  virid. 

2k2 
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EupUctet  ntfovflaiut.  (Fraser,  in  Proo,  Zool.  Soc.  Lond., 
Oct.,  1842.) 

£iipl.  (mas)  tertioe,  et  auohft,  oitid^  nibrie,  ooloro  rnbro  in 
latfira  colli  duoto;  oorpon  in  toto  nigro;  iridibus  a  oorylo  robriB, 
tarsifl  et  rostro  nigris. 

Long.     tot.  7  unc. ;  rostri,  t ;  aln,  4;  oandn,  3^;  t&ni,  1. 

Habitat     Fernando  Po,  West  Africa. 

Mi.  Fraeer  aays  "  A  vwy  good  eongeter."  These  birds  fre- 
qnent  the  thick  foliago  of  the  higher  trees,  and  are  most  actire 
about  5  P.M. 

Coeeothraudet  olivaeeut.  (Fraser,  in  Proc.  Zool.  Soc  Lond.^ 
Oct.,  1842.) 

Coec  oapite,  collo,  pectore,  dorso,  alarum  teotricibns,  corpor* 
iaqne  lateribns  satni&t^  oliTsooa-TiridibnB;  bdc  colore  ad  uro- 
j^g^nm,  femora  et  caadaro,  tectiicibna  alamm  iuferioribuB, 
seonndariu,  rectrienmqQe  caodn  apioibna-flaris;  primariis  nigris, 
ad  apicem  flavescenti-ftlbis ;  eecundariie  in  medifl  parte  nigria,  ad 
marginem  intemnm  albis,  ad  apioem  flaTesoeutibos ;  roetro  torais- 
qne  fiavis. 

Long.  tot.  7^  nno. ;  rostri,  \ ;  abe,  2} ;  caudte,  2 ;  tarsi,  -j^ 

Habitat.     Fernando  Po,  West  kfnea.. 

Amadina  Poentit.  (Fraaer,  in  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond., 
Oct.,  1842.) 

Amad.  nitidd  nigra,  primariis  gnttatia,  Bocnndarita  nropygio, 
plumisque  lateribns  albo-iasciatlB  ;  abdomine,  tectricibue  alanun 
inferioribus,  onasoque  albia;  iridibua  e  corylo-faacis;  rostro 
cfemleo;  tarais  nigris. 

Long.  tot.  4  nno.;  roatri,  \;  alffi,  2;  oandee,  1^;  tarsi,  \. 

Habitat.    Fernando  Po,  West  Africa. 

Amadina  bicolor.  (FisBer,  in  Proc.  Zool.  Soc  Lond., 
Oct.,  1842.) 

Amad.  (maa)  coipore  svperiore,  pectore,  et  lateribne  nigria; 
abdomine,  tectricibna  alarum  inferioribua,  criasoqac  albis;  rostro 
cteruleo ;  tarus  nigris. 

Long.  tot.  4  unc ;  rostri,  | ;  al»,  2 ;  candeo,  1^;  tarw,  f. 

Habitat.    Cape  Palmaa,  West  Africa. 
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"CommoQ  in  the  roofa  of  the  huto  heton^ng  to  the  Fishrnen 
of  Cape  PalmM,  in  which  eituation  they  breed  and  commit  mnch 
mischief,  like  onr  own  domestic  sparrow."  It  diffen  from  the 
Amad.  PoentU  in  the  absence  of  the  white  markings  on  the 
wings,  ramp,  and  sides. 

NigrUa  fiueonotua.  (Fraser,  in  Proo.  Zool,  See.  Lond., 
Oct.,  1842.) 

Nig.  capite,  collo,  teclricibus  caudte,  sio  et  rectricibaB  nitidd 
nigris;  dorse,  et  plnmis  soapularibos  dnereo-fuscis;  alis,  nigres- 
centiboBj  corpore  inferiore  sordid^  alboj  rostro  tarsisque  nigris, 
iridibus  e  corylo  fuscia. 

Long.  tot.  i\  nno, ;  rostri,  \;  aim,  2\;  cands,  2;  tarsi,  \. 

Habitat.     Fernando  Po,  West  Africa. 

EarUda  rufopicla.  (Fraser,  in  Froc.  Zool.  See  Lond., 
Feb.,  1843.) 

Eat  snpem^  fasoa,  fronte,  facie,  guU,  et  pectore  cnm  teotri- 
cibns  caudra  vinaceis;  hoc  colore  corpore  relitjuo  inferiore,  et 
caudie  supem^  tinctis;  alarum  tectrioibns  inferioribos  flarido' 
albisj  guttig  minutissimis  perpanois  albis  apnd  pectus;  roatro 
rabro,  culmine  nigro. 

Long.  tot.  3|  poll.;  rostri,  f ;  alro,  1};  caudte,  l^^;  tarsi,  ^. 

Habitat.     Cape  Coast,  West  Africa. 

Family.     Tekuirdstsbb. 

Genus.    Certhia. 

Nedarinia  Stangeri. 

Nect.  flavescenti-subfaaca  unic6  supra,  alia  caudiqne  obscn- 

riord  flaveacente  tinctis;  macu!&  coronari^  eaturate  viridi  imbri- 

cata,  plamia  posterioribns  violaceis ;  nmbra-fuscie  subtiis  tinctis 

purparis;   meuto  velveto-nigro ;  macule  gnlori  flavoscenti-Tiridi 

fimbriate  linea  maxillari  intense  viridi,  edncta  pectore  snpra, 

nltimis  plumis  cbalyboia-cfcruleis  saturate  ciienmclitis  coooineis; 

rostro  pedibueque  nigris. 

Nta.  Stan^.  (Jardine,  in  Nat.  Lib.,  Vol.  XXXVI.,  p.  198.) 
Above,  nniform  deep  yetlowieh  umber-brown,  darker  on  the 
wings  and  tail,  shewing  yellowish  lights.    Coronal  patch  reaching 


^dbyGoOglc 


502  APPIKDJX. 

to  the  line  id  the  eyw,  imbrieatedj  deep  gteto,  pottcrior  row  of 
fa»thflTS  Tiolet ;  below  ^rk  tuober  brovn,  with  purple  Hglits ; 
okia  Telret  bittek  ;  ^u  p»toh  yellowiali  green,  bordered  bj  a 
maxillary  rtripe  of  deep  green,  extends  to  the  upper  put  of  the 
breast,  and  lias  the  last  row  of  feathers  deep  steel  Une,  tipped 
with  scarlet,  appearing  like  a  termiuatiDg  scarlet  thread;  bill, 
tarsi,  and  Ceet  black. 

I>ngth,  5  inches ;  biU  to  forehead,  -fri  ^Qg  ^  longest  qoil], 
2  inches  -^ 

Habitat.  F«iiaiido  Po,  West  Africa,  where  it  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  of  the  feathered  race;  when  the  papsw 
(Papaya  earica)  is  in  flower,  itfi  sweet  juice  is  the  &T0urite  food 
of  these  and  the  other  Cinnyridee.  The  apeoimoi  &om  which 
8ir  W.  Jardine  figured  the  C.  Slangeri,  was  shot  by  Dr.  Tbom- 
eon,  who  presented  it  to  Dr.  Stanger,  as  also  others  to  the 
B^ishMasenm. 

Citatyrit  JSboetuit.    (Thomson.)    If^eetarinia  Ad^berti.    (Jani 
Nai  Lib.,  Vol.  XXXVI.,  p.  244.) 

da.  noted  flaTescenti-umbia-fiisca  sapri,  alis,  iemoribus, 
caadBqne  leritdr  ohsonrioribns ;  maonlft  coronarift,  imbricatA 
sataratd  riridi;  mento  iiifri  rdTeto-nigro,  emarginato  lineft  nuudl- 
lari,  profundi  riridi ;  eollo  uiteriord,  peetoreqne  flavescenti- 
meliois,  finibriatis  snbt^  obacnro-umbra-Aiscis :  abdomine  lateri- 
bn8<)ne  pallid^  caataneis;  roetri  pedibnsqoe  nigris. 

"  Abore,  nniform  yellowish  nmber  brown,  slightly  darker  on  the 
wings  and  tail ;  coronal  patch  passing  the  line  of  the  eyes, 
imbricated,  deep  green.  Below,  chin  velvet  black,  bordered  by 
a  maxillary  atripe  of  deep  green ;  fore  part  of  the  neck  and 
upper  breast,  straw-yellow,  bordered  on  the  lower  edge  by  dark, 
umber  brown  ;  lower  breast,  belly,  and  sides  pale  cheennt-brown 
and  under  t«1  covers  dark  nmber  brown ;  bill,  tarsi,  and  feet  black. 

Length,  4  inches  -^^ ;  bill  to  forehead,  -j^,  wing  to  longest 
qnill,  ^Ss- 

Female,  dark  hair  brown ;  on  the  qnills  and  tail  nearly  nmber 
brown ;  nndemeath  pale  yellowish  grey,  clearest  in  the  middle 
of  the  belly;  the  feathers  darker  along  the  centre  of  each;  bill, 
legs,  and  tarsi,  dark  nmber  brown. 

Length,  4  inches  -^ 
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Hatntat.    AhUk,  Rirw  Qiun%  Wert  AiiioK.    A  vety  etmiw 
bird. 
Praented  bj  Dr.  Thomaon  to  the  Brituh  Museum. 

2F«elannia  {iMoropyffia.      (Judiiw,   Nat,   Hiat.    Neotuinid«, 
^  172.) 

Al>OT«,  rioh  emerald  bronzed  green ;  wings  and  tall  brovnish- 
blacb,  former,  with  the  edges  of  the  feather,  oil  green,  latter 
glossed  with  groen.  Below,  chin  velvet  black;  throat,  neok  and 
breast,  emerald  green,  terminated  by  a  narrow  band  of  bluish 
green;  lower  breast  with  a  band  of  scarlet  red;  belly,  flanks, 
and  nnder  toil  covers  pale  oil  green;  auxiliary  tufts  ample 
king's  yellow ;  bill,  tarsi,  and  feet,  black. 

Length,  4^;  bill  to  gt4»e,-^,  wings  to  longest  quill,  1  in,  ^. 

Female,  olive  oil  green  ;  wings  and  tail  umber  brown.  Below, 
obin  i^ellowish  white ;  breast  and  flanks  more  yeOow,  diadbg  to 
pale  but  pun  gamboge  yellow  in  the  middle  of  the  belly;  bill, 
tarsi,  and  feet  dark  umber  brown. 

Length,  3  inch,  -^j  winga  to  l<ageel  qnill,  1  inch  -^. 

Hi^itat.    Fernando  To. 

From  Mr.  Fraser's  oollwtion. 

Family.    SYta>xcm.i. 
Genns.    Aicedo. 

Halcyon  leucoffoater.    (Fraser,  in  Froo.  Zool.  Soo.  Lond., 
Jan.,  1843.) 

Hale,  vertice  nigro  et  otaruleo  altematim  &«ciato,  nott  grand! 
rafo  ab  Qtr&qoe  nari  orieute  et  mandibnln  inferioris  basin  air> 
cumdante,  neonon  anres,  et  capitis  latera  exinde  super  ocoloa 
teudente,  et  per  latera  colli,  corponsque  sic  et  alarum  tectriees 
ductft ;  dorse  splendid^  cceruleo,  quo  color  colore  tectrices  alarum 
marginatte,  aln,  candaque  lavatte  aunt,  gulft,  peotoro  et  abdomine 
in  medio  albis;  rostro  pedibueqne  rubris. 

Long,  tot,  5^  polL ;  roetii,  1^;  alte,  2^;  caudte,  1^;  tarsi,  ^. 

Habitat     Clarence,  Fernando  Po. 

"  Crown  of  the  head  alt«mately  banded  with  blue  and  bla<^ ; 
from  each  nostril  commences  a  large  patch  of  rufous,  which 
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SDvelopes  the  baae  of  the  lower  mandible,  ears,  and  sides  of  the 
hend,  forms  a  broad  stripe  over  the  ey«,  and  extends  along  the 
sides  of  the  neck  and  body ;  and  also  over  the  nnder  wing  eoTerts; 
the  back  is  oltmnarine  blue  j  the  nppei  wing  covertsare  tipped, 
and  the  wings  and  tail  glossed  with  the  same  hue ;  the  throat  and 
centre  of  the  chest  and  abdomen  are  white;  bill  and  feet  led. 
This  beantiful  species  is  very  closely  allied  to  the  Haiej/on 
ei/anotu  (Swains.),  bnt  may  be  at  once  dUtingoiahed  by  the  white 
about  the  abdomen. 

Presented  by  Dr.  Thonuon  to  the  British  Kuseam. 


Order.    SCANSOBES. 
Qeniu.    Bucco. 


Bwco  tubtulphurMt.     (Fraaer,  in  Froc.   Zool.  Soc  Lend., 
Jan.,  1843.) 

Boo.  oorpore  superiore  nigto,  strigft  saperciliari,  neonou  line4 
froutali  sub  octtlos,  et  per  genaa  teudente,  sulphnreis;  spatio 
strigis  incluso  nigro ;  oorpore  inferiore,  alarum  ca^d^ue  teotri- 
cibus,  eeoundariie,  sic  et  caud&  flaro-marginatis ;  alarum  tec- 
tncibus  inferioribus  flavido-albis ;  iridibns  coiylaceis;  rostro 
nigro,  pedibus  sataratt^  plambeia. 

Long.  tot.  3j  poll. J    rostri,  |;    aUe,  2j  caudee,  ]|;  tard,  4- 

Habitat.     Clarence,  Femajido  Po. 

"  The  upper  surface  of  the  head  and  body  ia  black;  superciliary 
stripe,  and  one  acrosa  the  forehead,  which  posses  under  the  eyo 
and  along  the  cheek,  and  the  whole  under  surface,  sulphureous; 
space  between  the  eupetcUiary  and  cheek  stripes,  black;  upper 
wing  and  tail  coverts,  secondaries  and  tail,  margined  with 
yellow;  under  wing  corerts,  yellowiah  white ;  irides,  haiel;  bill 
black;  legs  deep  lead  colour. 

Oenne.    Corj/lhaix. 

Zixorhit  giganlea.    Blue  Plantain-eater.     (Thomson.) 

Zicorb.  doreo  et    pectore,  viridescenti-otemleis ;    capite,  et 

crista,  uigria;    abdomiue  flareeoente,   inferior^,  et   femoribos 

cinnamominis;    caudi  metaliio^  cffimlei;    nigra   in  extremis. 

Rostro  flarevcentc ;  tuna  nigris. 
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Hftbitat    Fenundo  Po. 

Back  and  upper  part  of  tbe  breut,  gieenisL  blue ;  head  and 
ci«Bt,  blaob ;  abdomen,  yellowish,  paeeing  beneath  into  cinnamon- 
brown  ;  thiglu  and  vent,  cinnamon-brown ;  tul  bine,  with  lower 
half  black;  two  outer  tMl  featben,  yellowish  in  upper  half; 
wings  and  wing  corers,  rich  blue,  with  metallic  tint ;  bill  yel- 
lowish ;  lege  and  feet  black. 

Total  length,  29}  inches;  rostri.  If  inohj  al»,  14  inches; 
candffi,  14^;  taisi,  2^. 

This  handsome  bird  is  found  in  the  woods  of  Fernando  Po, 
where  it  freqneots  trees  of  a  good  height,  and  with  nmbrageous 
eoveriog;  in  the  aftemoou  and  evening  its  call  resembles  very 
much,  Tnea,  Taca ;  it  is  difficult  of  approach. 

C<nTftAaue  macrorj/ncha.    (Fiaser,  in  Froo.  Zool.  Soo.  Lend., 
1837.) 

Cor.  rostro  prsegandi  anrantiaoo,  ad  basin  sangoineo;  capite, 
cristft,  coUo,  pectoreqoe  viridibas;  ciistft  a.d  apicem  albft,  et  pur- 
purea notatft;  linefi  albft  infra  oculos,  excurrente;  dorso,  alisqne, 
metallic^ purpureis ;  primariissanguineienigro  marginatis;  caudft 
snpemd  metallic^  viridi;  femoribus,  caudfiqne  snbtils  nigris; 
tars  is  nigris. 

Long.  tot.  1 4  poll. ;  rostri,  i } ;  ale,  6 ;  candte,  6 ;  tarsi,  1  \. 

Habitat.     Bimbia  and  Cameroons,  West  Africa. 

"  This  species  differs  from  the  O.  perta,  in  having  sharp  cutUng 
edges  to  the  mandibles;  a  purple  line  over  the  black  of  crest. 

"  The  back  and  upper  surface  of  the  wings  are  of  a  deep 
pnrple-blne  tint,  exhibiting  in  certain  parte  greenish  reflections. 
The  primaries  (with  the  exception  of  the  first  quill,}  and  the 
secondaries,  (with  the  exception  of  the  three  or  foar  innermost 
quills)  aie  red,  margined  with  black;  the  shafts  of  these  feathers 
are  also  black.  The  outer  primary  is  black,  and  the  two  or 
three  ftillowing  feathers  are  broadly  margined  externally  with 
the  same  colour.  All  the  wing  feathers  are  black  at  the  base; 
on  the  outermost  feathers  the  black  colouring  occupies  but  little 
space,  but  in  each  eucceesive  feather  it  increases  in  extent.  The 
feathers  of  the  tail  are  of  a  very  dark  green  colour  above,  inclining 
to  black ;  beneath  they  are  black,  but  exhibiting  indistinct  purple 
reflections.    The  rump,  upper  and  under  tail  coverts,  thighc^  and 


^d  by  Google 


S0$  APpnriHXj 

▼ent,  ure  bUek,  obsennly  dnted  with  pv^  «z  gnen  ia  puts. 
Tun  Uuk;  ejea  hual. 

Dr.  ThomsMi  pnxHurad  ^MimflU  of  ttiia  bird  at  Binbia,  ia 
dtffenDt  BtagM  of  plnan^;  in  ^m  the  cnst  wu  «U  gievn,  !> 
aaother,  •pyueotlj'  rider,  tk»  blaek  lise  wm  TMiUe  tboTe  ths 
gTMn,  mud  is  ft  Uiud  tkia  wu  SBnnoBBt«d  by  tbe  pupl«.  !■  all 
other  pattiouUrB  they  were  ideaticsl. 

PnMnl«d  t*  the  Britisb  Muwn. 


Otder.    GALLINACSA. 

Genus.     Colvmiba. 


Trenm  cratrirotlru.      (Fraaer,  in  Proa  Zool.  Soe.  Lond., 
Feb.,  1843.) 

Trer.  Tuidie;  capite,  collo,  pectoieqne  ciDeraaoenti-Tiridibot; 
Tentre  citrino ;  alarum  tectricibue  regiune  carpaH  viiuceo  pnz- 
paieiflj  remigibns  fnsco-nigrescentibuB;  candi  nigik  ad  apicem 
laii  cinereo-^sciftta;  roetro  magno,  pedibuaque  pallidis. 

Long.  tot.  12  nno.j  alee,  6ji  caudfe,  4.^;  rostri,  11  lin. 

Habitat  Islands  of  Si  Thomas  and  Hollas,  Weet  Africa, 
where  it  abonnds,  together  with  many  otfaer  Tarieties  of 
pigeons. 

"  This  species  is  remukable  foi  its  stent  bill,  vhioh  is  of  a 
Tory  pale  grayish  colour,  tinted  with  yellow  on  the  npper  Bnr&oe 
at  iba  base.  The  vinaceons  patch  at  the  angle  of  the  wing  is 
but  of  small  extent  j  the  primaries,  secondaries,  and  some  of  the 
greater  wing  oorerta  are  narrowly  maigined  externally  with 
bright  yellow,  and  the  Tent  and  some  of  the  under  tail  coverts, 
u  well  as  the  greater  portion  of  the  featheiB  oorering  the  thighs, 
an  of  the  same  oolonr;  the  luger  under  tul  coverts  are  of  a 
reddish  brown  ooloui,  and  the  feet  are  yellow. 

Dr.  Thomson  sent  a  specimen  to  the  Zoological  Society's 
Uoteum,  from  which  it  was  described  by  Mr.  Fraser,  and  fignied 
in  bis  Zw^ogia  typica.  The  food  of  this  Treron  was,  in  Jaooaiy, 
the  small  fruit  of  a  ipetues  of  Capparii. 
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Order.     GRALL^. 

Family.    Macrodacttii. 

Qeans.    Fuiica. 

Porpkyrio  AUeni.    (Thomson, in  Ann.  Nat.  HiHt.,Vol.  X.  1842.) 

PorphjT,  o&pite,  oolloqne  Bobcffimlco-nigris ;  dorso,  alisijae, 
snbTiridi-olaTaoeia ;  nropygio  sobTiridi-oliTaceo,  tinoto  anbcte- 
mleo-nigro;  oorpore  mbtilB  byMnnUiiBi-onraleo  rentre  albo; 
roBtro  rnbido;  fraiWi  onrnlea 

Long.  tot.  11^  BBC ;  roatri,  1^ ;  aim.  A} ;  \xrA,  3  mm.  I  Ub. 

Habitat.     Iddab,  River  Niger. 

H«ad  and  ne«k  blaek  tinged  with  Mm;  bs«k  sod  iringfl 
greenish  olive  Uagsd  whh  Uaisb  blaek ;  beneath  the  body 
indigo  blnej  vent  white ;  biU  reddish ;  frontlet  bluish ;  lega  and 
toes  reddish. 

This  Teiy  pretty  qieciet  waa  shot  among  the  reeds,  on  tha 
innndated  Island  opposite  Iddah,  called  by  Lander,  English 
Island.  The  plumage  of  the  jonng  bird  was  brown  with  a  well 
marked  black  line  down  the  throat,  with  an  arrow-shaped  ter- 
mination. Df.  Thomson  called  it  AlUni,  in  honor  of  his  distin- 
guished commander.  Captain  W.  Allen,  KN.  It  is  flgnied  tn 
Gray  and  Hitohell's  lUvxtraled  Genera  cfSirA. 

Presented  to  the  British  Mosenm. 

Oenits.     Glareola. 
Slareola  nntrea,    (Fraser,  ia  Proa.  Zool.  Sea  LcMid.,  Feb.  1848.) 

Olar.  snpem^  oinerea,  coUo  mfo,  ooipore  anhtus  albo  rabro 
tiDoto,  liaeft  nigrft  pone  naras  oriente  snb  oonlos  et  per  plnmas 
anriculates  albas  dnctA,  oandti  teotriciboa  alhia ;  lectricibu 
cande  siognlis  not&  mgrk  rersns  apicemj  remignm  primariua 
pogoniis  intends  albis  ;  seonndariis  albis  apioibns  nigria  ;  rostri 
ad  basim  flaro,  apice  nigro. 

Long.  tot.  e^  poll.;  rostri,  | ;  ala,  5\ ;  oandts,  2^ ;  tarsi,  {. 

Habitat.  Banks  of  the  mouth  of  the  Nan  River,  West 
Africa. 

"  In  some  specimens  (probably  the  young,)  the  black  stripe  on 
the  side  of  the  head,  the  rofous  neck,  and  the  red  tinge  on  the 
under  sur&ce,  is  wanting. 

Presented  to  tlie  Briti^  Hosenm. 
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Funily.    P&sssisoentBB. 

GennB.     Tringa. 

Vanelliu    atbicept.       (Gould,    in    Proc.    Zool,     Soc.    Lond., 
Jane,  1834.) 

Von.  capite,  giil%  &lis  in  medio,  uropygio,  Teotre,  crissoque 
ftlbis  ;  faciei  lateribos  ooltoque  pnrpnrucenti-oi  nereis ;  aoapnla- 
ribns,  remigibiu  prioribns  tribtu,  candsqu*  dimidio  apicali 
nigris. 

Longitndo  tot.  a  roetri  ad  oandm  apkem    .         .18  unc. 
„  a  roBtri  ad  digitoTom  apicetn       .  15 

„  alte 8 

„  caudffi 4 

„  tarsi 3 

„  femoria 3 

„  roelri  a  ricta  ad  ^icem       .        ■     H 

Bostrum  Tiridi-aurautiacnm,  ad  apicem  nigrnm, 

"  Between  tbe  eye  and  the  apper  mandible  ia  situated  a  fleshy 
substance,  resembling  that  of  tbe  common  cock,  which  hangs 
down  at  right  angles  with  tbe  beak ;  it  is  of  an  orange  colour, 
and  is  narrow  in  form,  being  one  inch  and  a-half  long,  and  half 
an  inch  wide  at  the  base,  whence  it  gradually  tapers  throughout 
its  whole  length  to  the  tip.  The  apnr  on  the  dioulders  is  strong 
and  sharp,  and  is  nearly  an  inch  in  length. 
Habitat.     River  Quorra,  West  Africa. 

Presented  by  Captain  W.  Allen,  R.N.,  to  the  Zoological 
Society  of  London,  Iioia  which  specimen  it  was  deaorihed,  and 
since  figured  in  Froser's  Zooloffia  typica. 
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PISCES. 

Order.     MALACOPTERYGU  ABDOMINALBS. 

Family.     SALUONBa. 

Genne.    Salmo, 

Jtfs/letes  AUenii.  (Bennet,  ia  Froc.  Zool.  Soo.  Lond.,  Jane,  1834.) 

My),  oblongiu;  pinnft  doraali  primA  enpn  rentmles  postU. 

D.  10,  O.A.  J4,  C.  19,  P.  15,  V.  9.     Eirer  Niger. 

"  The  form  of  Myletet  (Cavier),  to  which  this  fiah  belongs,  luts 
hitherto  been  only  obtained  in  the  Kilej  the  genus  PolypUrut, 
(Geoff.)  originally  obaerTed  in  the  Nile,  eeems  to  be  limited  to 
that  river,  the  Senegal,  and  Niger.  Gymnarekm  (Cayier)  had 
also  only  been  noticed  in  the  Nile;  it  iaalso  fonnd  in  the  Niger. 


Order.     PLECTOGNATHI. 
Family.     GmNOSOTUB. 
Genus.     Tetraodtm. 
Telraodon  itrigotat.     (Bennet,  in  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond.,  June, 

1831.) 

TetT,  dorao  bispido,  nigreaoente ;  Tentre  lateribosqne  lEeribas, 

his  albo  nigroqne  lon^tudinalit^r  lineatia,   illo   albo ;    pinnfl 

caodali  qnadrat&;  pectoralibus  latd  rotnndatia.     D.  12,  A.  9, 

P.  19,  C.  8.     River  Niger. 

Specimens  of  the  abore  were  pieeented  by  Captun  W.  Allen, 
R,N.,  to  the  Zoological  Society,  London. 

Different  apecies  of  Ccmiharui,  Lethrynui,  Dentex,  Sphyraena, 
Seriola,  Vomer,  Caratifftu,  Thynnui,  Axinurut,Ckiiodon,  Exocttut, 
2eut,  JulU,  Serranui,  Sec,  Sec,  were  also  procured  by  Dr. 
Thomson,  most  of  which  were  presented  to  the  Mnsenm  of  the 
Royal  Hospital,  Haslar, 
RemarJa  on  drateiTiffs  of  tome  FiA  sent  by  Cof^.  Alien,  B.N., 

on  hit  rehtm/rom,  hit  firtt  vitii  to  the  Niger  in  1834. 

"  They  exhibit  the  forms  of  Laiei  (Cut.)  ;  Mormyrtti  (Ej.) 

Sudit  (La   Cep.);    and  Notoplerut   (Ej.);    and  thns  tend   in 

common  with  the  specimena  from  the  same  expedition  exhibited 

at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  on  June   10th,   1834,  (p.   45,) 
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to  illostrato  the  analogy  borne  by  the  Fishes  of  the  iiTen  of 
Western  Africa  to  tho§e  of  the  Kile." 
Vide,  ZoolAgioal  Society'a  Frooeediogs,  1884. 


SHELLS. 
Prtrfetmr  E.  Forbes,  of  Kin^s  College,  London,  luu  kiuDj 
(uiiiriied  tJio  mlgotMd  list  of  shells  eoUeeted  bj  Dr.  Staiiger 
during  the  Niger  Ezpedition. 
Ltutd  l^aetie*. 

Adiatina  {Nupnrea,  in  Rim  Nnn,  kt. 
„        gnlica  (1) ;  in  BiTer  fiinoe. 
„        rosea  (^ 
Frah^VHitw  Sptcia. 

Keritina  cafra;  Fernando  Po,  at  Waterf^  Brook. 
MelaniabtvisBiBia;  same  Uoality, 

„      qnadriseriata;  eame  locality. 
Galatheaiadiata;  Niger. 
Marine  Spedti. 

Potpnra  coronata;  IUtctMub. 
FusnB  mono ;  Siemt  Leone. 
B«eein«H  fdnmbenm;  d^CoMi. 
Cerithinm  ndela;  Fenundo  Po. 

„        gtandatuB;  EinrNoa. 
ContiB  fiapilionaoensj  Siem  Leone. 

„      ptoaelheu;  Kiorta  Lmo*. 
Littorina  panetate;  Ciqte  Coast  Castie. 
„         pmetAte,  Tar. ;  Rtrer  Binaa. 
„        punctata,  rar. ;  FarMado  Po. 
„        Bev(Q;  FMnande  Po. 
„        newft);  Mao  River. 
Patella  pectinata ;  West  Coast. 
Bulla  sbiaia ;  Femaado  Po. 
Mytilw  niger  (Gmelin) ;  moatli  ctf  the  Nna. 
Donax  dentiodatns;  same  locality. 

„      mgosa;  Cape  Coart. 
Cytberea  tripla;  moath  of  tfae  Nnn. 
Tellina  Hadagaseariensis ;  C^>e  Coast, 
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APFBNDIX. 

511 

Dr.  Tbohbon's 

Shells. 

Habitat. 

Shells. 

Habitat 

Aohatina . 

Niger. 

Cinthia    . 

Cameroons. 

Area 

Bonavista. 

Helii       . 

Tenerifie. 

Cerithinm 

ditto. 

Patella     . 

CameroonB. 

BulimiiB  . 

Niger. 

Perrioa     . 

ditto. 

Purpura   . 

Fernando  Po. 

PTramidella 

ditto. 

Lymnea   . 

Do.  BiTer. 

Littorina. 

ditto. 

Neritina  . 

ditto. 

Troohna    . 

ditto. 

Spirilla     . 

Cameroons. 

Cjpnea    . 

ditto. 

Potamia    . 

ditto. 

Lepaa       . 

ditto. 

Area 

ditto. 

Volnta     . 

ditto. 

Murex      . 

ditto. 

Turbo      . 

ditto. 

Purpura   . 

ditto. 

ConnB       . 

ditto. 

We  regret  to  state  that  sereral  oases  of  Insects,  coUeeted  in 
the  Niger,  Fernando  Fo,  Bimbla,  &o.,  hare  been  mislaidj  and, 
we  fear,  lost. 
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Printed  bjr  Scbnke  ud  Co.,  13,  Poland  Street. 
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